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SUBJECT: Cazlifornia Coanittee for seucer Investigation

1. itecently, a member of the Losfz§geles‘Offiéé*ﬁia‘éccasion to hear Ur.

walter Kiedel tell so=ething of the ectivities of the Celifornia Cormiittes for - - ﬁ;4 :

Saucer Investigatioa (C31). dis-comments, as follous, iay be of interest:

2. or. hiedel jpdicated he wes formerly Chief besigner at the Geraan &8x-
perizentzl Rocket Center at Peenesuende. He has been in the Us as a "peperelip" =

scientist for sone years. Yo is now a Project ergincer in the serophysicd - .. =
Departaent (Guided .issiles) of the North srericen aviaticn Gorp, He gave-every
impression of being a ¢ nmpetent_scientat, esgecially ¥nouledgeable on rocret
;aatters. He seemed a balanced person;ingt,giygpfgquixatiqns.

3, ©3I has been in operation sore years, . composed of private individuals

intrigued and scientificelly interested in:-firding en-exglanation fo;,“s;ncer“' ,
ghenocena. To date, ;heyihgyg,gﬁceived"§oae*157o letters relating to reporied
sightings., Of tbis maxber, they have been-able to iscediztely or cuickly elim~

inate 75» as not worin follow-uj. The greav prorortion of ihis 255 bave been -

discardsd uzon furtrer investigation. vhal was sonevhat surprisirg to the writer

are very careful calculations rade, if the data exisis, to check the possibility
of the report being physically rossible (e.g., in terasof lines of-sight), but
the individual reporting the sighting is investigated privately at his place oi
residence to estzblish a general background of reliability and ecredibility. Of

wes the exheustiveness with vhich these investigations are being made. Kot only . -

she 25p investigated, perhaps 25 or so sightings have boen established as Ureliable"
in the sense that no ¥nown existing explanation exists for then. Aprarently, 105t

of these have been forwarded to Wright Field, bayton, (hio, although there appears
to be & tize lag of some duration while C3I is making its oun check end caleulations.
br. hledel!s description of one reported sighting by a Twa pilot and crew, and the
follow-up with respect to it, was jmpressive to the writer in the thought applied,
the pains taken, and the very careful application of scieptific metheod.

»

4., 3o serious is C3I with respect to its investigation that Or. Riedel indi-
cated that they are going to execute a planned "hoax" over the Los Angeles area,
in order to test the reaction and reliebility of the public in gensral to unusual
aerisl phanozenz, {(The sightings reported over ~alidbu in thesLos.Angeles. papers.o£.30
Jan 53 could possibly be this hoax.) -From this cxperiment, ihey hope to excertain
how many people report .an serial visual phenomenon which has been conducted so as to
bo clearly visible to allarge nuxzber of peopie in the area. They will also, of
course, be able to bteat the yeriation or report details, ete. This experiment is

- designed to give a vIllgr vackground ggolnst which future sightirgsccan bo 2vxluated.
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