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Ojﬁce Memorandum - oNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

" 10 1 _gssistant for Operations, 051 paTE: 9 February 1953
ﬂa P oy é. hayden Channdr: Rals anr- -
FROM 3 hief, Contact wivisioen, CO .

’

SUBJECT: (alifornia Coamittee for smucer Investigation

1. Roenntiy, a asxber of the Los ?ngchs ‘0ffice hed coeasion to hear Dr.
Walter hiedel tell soething of the sativitiea of the Califoralz Corxzititees far
Saucer Investigatioa (C3I). #is cozmonts, as follous. euy he of incerest: .

2. Or. Rledel indioated he was formerly Chief Leaigner at 'he Geraan Ex-
porizentel Rocket Ceater at Fonnsausnde, He has been in the UJ a3 a “peperolip® »
scientist for sone ysars. He i3 nov a Projoet ungineer in the Asrophysich .
departnent (Guided .ssiles) of tho W  Corp, Ha gave avary
izpression of baing a ocuzpetent solontas, eajes knouledgeably on rocket
inattors. He sesxed a balansed paraon, not givea to {ixatingna,

3. CSI has basn in gperatlon some years, acuposed of privata individusls
intrigued and sciontifically interestad in tindinz aa explanation for "sauaer’
phenocena. To dute, they have rsceived sozs 1570 lettors relating to reported
sightings. Of this ‘nucber, Lhey hava bson able to ixiwsdistely or quicily eliz-
inate 75~ a8 not worta followeu),. Yhe greav projortion of this 254 haw bean
digoarded ugon further investigation, What waa aanevhat surprising vo the writer
was the exhaustivenesa with vhich these inveatigations wxe being made, HNot only
are very careful caloulutions zade, Af the data exists, to check tho pessibility )
of ths ropert being phyaleally possible (e.z., in terms of lines of eight), but

the individual reperting the aight 43 investignated privately at his place v .
raidence to establiah a general bhaokground of' reliabdility end aredibility, Of :
the ‘Ju investigated, ps 2% or ac aightings have baen aatablished aa "reliabls’

in the scnse that no inowvn exioting explanavion exista for them, AppArently, most

of these hiva besn forwarded to uright Fisld, Layten, (hio, although thers appears

to be a ti=s lag of some duration uhile 03X 1: a2sking iva own chook and ealoulationa.

ur, Kiedel!s dasoription of one reparted sighting by a TWd pilot and crew, and the i
Lollow-up with respect to it, waa izpressive to the writer in the though® applied, |
the pains token, snd tha very careful application of ssientific method,
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cated that thay are going to exscute a planned “hoax" ovar the Los Angelus aroca,
in order to test the reaction and roliabllity of the pubiic in general to unusual
/ aerial phonozena. (The sightings reported over .{alibu in thesloa:ingelou.paperg.sf.):
Jan’ 53 could poasibly be this hoax.) :From this oxperizont; vhey hoje to azcortain
how many people roport .an serisl visual phenoncnon waich has been aondusted so as to
ba clearly visiblo to a.large nuxbar of people in the aroa. They will also, of
course, be able to tost the variation ol roport dotafly, ete. This oxperinent ia
© doaigned to give u oaluQr brokgrowad ggolnst whlch future aightingsuean b2 ~xluated.

' I 4. 3o serious is C3Y with reapect Lo ita Anvestigution that Or. Nede) indi-
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6. iycarently, an eye and intorest are aluyo directed towerd the Uiai.,
for rcactions to sightings as reported in the FiiaVui are observed, 7This intercs

" "I also evideni in the peper entitied Vrockess Behind “the Lroh (irtain®,

presented before the anrual convention of the wzerican Hocket society in Hew
York City on 4 Decexber®1952, by Georgs k. Suston, aleo of aorophysics Depart-
pent {liorth inerican Aviation, Inc,)and associaved with CSI,

6. Of ircidental intereat may ba the fact that Nii (Kational aeronautical
aszvciation) suggestud politely aud parhapa indirectly .to Dr. Riedel “hat he
disassociave hinsslf from efficial membership on CsI,
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