c00015338™

N\ ,

XS
f

Fropran T o

PYRy I

e

Calie

akiitisions

o BR-3-2809
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY )
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR .

MEQRADTY 20 Directar, Paychologloal Strategy Zisrd
SUSECT: Flying Saucers '

1. I am today trazenitting to the Vational Security
Council & proposal (T&2 A) in which 1t is concluded that the
problens connected with wnidentificd flying objects appear to
have imnlications for psychological warfare as well as for
dintelligence and opsrations. <

' 2. The tackground. for tais view is presented in soms - -
detail in 245 3. .
3. I suggest that we dlscuss at an early board meeting

the possitle offensive or defensive utiliszation of these
phenszena for seycholozical warfars' purposes.
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- Walter B. Smith .
Encloszre Director
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There are e mumber of standard anslytical proc. t.es that might be used i

; thyz prodlas chonlef Seo

’consid-nd the—jngstry worth & full blown effort. It might define in

.

dotall the resesrch objectives to be used in relation to the guestionmaire.
After the areas of most profitable reaesrch head M-Mornimd, a logical ne:x

step would de to isolate the i:i;orunt elaments in each problem ares.
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A third step would be to set up mssns by which to make g:vmmgl crosse

Frnally
comparisons. Fewth, trend stullies as well as area studies could be made.

! Finally, there might be an objeotive study on the attributes of available d&&
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In'sumary, the limited central admiristrative support given to the project

by Air Foros, coupled with the extremsly limited scope of the analybical work

done thus far, pas placed 2 strict ceiling on the kind of interpretations thet
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Part I = Veather Dalloons

1. In tho analysis of n}'obrpts prior to 1 Jul 52 approximately 5%
were clagoiflied as "pessibly” or pnbab!q" balloon. The basis Lor Asci—
sion was goncrally liitle uofe tian a form of guessworks if shae Flyabrpb
&1 not do anythine, and much locway was allowed for ebacrvests fallimdlity, = 4
that a balloon could nou do in manenvarss speeds etces and if the dsocrip- 1 It
tion correspondad aven roughly to that of a talleon, it was so classiiled. ! 4
I thore wis no particular 9295n to balieve @ badloon was in the area, thw 4
ropord boczze a Mpoaslble®, I the sighbinz ocourred acar & balloon launsk- 3
ing sice or on or about the launch time, it becazs & "probabloes Ib waa : 4
obvicus that zn effort ts sbtain faetual data to supporr. such conclusioas
wag in oxder,

2s ATIAAS approached ths probtlen of 'mt.hnr bﬂl&m'ﬁrah. Teathor
balloons are of the followinmz types?

8. Radiosonds = Bubberized tan latex, &' 11: HAazeter at hnn:h,
.up to 20? ab 2ltitade. Carwries a transritter arnd telezstering dovice for »
terperatura pressure, dewpeint goauonces, which transeittor under certain ) 4
oonditions would give redar resiurase  Also carrica a whito running light . :
during nichi launches battery opcratied, which should last for duration of » §
p==—  fMght. Zor-el ascont is 0 70,0300 = 100,0007, at % 1,000 ft/=iu, at which 1 4
" nutudn.hobalhoamuudoqupammmh effacted Yy 2 red y A
Wmte.

- be Rewin — Same halloon as lbavn, but it earries only z radar:
Utrianzle™, ond 1s 8 winds alolt otservation.

v Ce Deriasonde = Sazs, a co..bimtien of rawin and radioscads,

e d. Patal - Samo typa of balloon,, tracked Yy theodo]ite for winds
aloft odsazvetion,

- "8s Pihal e & yudberized tan latex balloon, 307 in disgeter at re—

s g lease an? L or 57 a% altituds, Buvst and climb.comparabls to radiosonds,

v A winds elc."t ocacrvation, tracked by thoodoute. Carries yemning lioht for

night laczoches, I
222 Hrpes of x)lsors are launched at 03002, 09004«, 15002 and Z100Z

othersg lar=sh dr—gous » €0me lacmeh only one typs, and othera saveral or
all, In sdsiss 2% tize of launsh nay vary cpproxinately tiirty ninutea from

3 _ tho schodalad $iasy elibss waye ALl cronsics which launch belloons are quick

to adztt i3 balloons can ralfunction and that rany are leoste In addiilon,
wind curmomcs =i alrituds ean esuse tho balloons io oosyme odd shapes and
styanpe mansevese, Ths balloons undser ¢orsain at.:om-‘m-'s eonditions pan
appoar wo oG 4lso3bt &Iy colory and ncy be visitle aven at extreme tlh.tms,
particulariy b sunriss oxd sunset, to an observer on tho ground.
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3o ATA=5y ficzd wdth this altuatlon, cccpiled ia July a £ilo of bal-
laeon launch data cards for Alr ‘pathor Service, Kaval Alr */ecthor Ssrvice, :
and tioatror bursau launsh stations. In adiiiion, this iafcraation is pice ! 3
turod reanhieally on the weathar balloon launsh Iacation ehart.. Combining 1

this laforzation with the winds aloft dota which ATIC rocaives frea tha fas-

sirilo charts hzs efton providod a solution to Flyohrpts. :ﬂ.ﬁﬂcanﬂy, 1
-balloons, cossiule and probable, ineressed Iyom 15~ {n Juno to 505 4n August, s 1
with 2L% in July. Tha poreentage of reports analyzed as "unknown" daercased 1 g
propertioz=atalys This gain is a raal oney and rasulis from tho accumulatien 1 .
of the bacioround data snd tho gliaimation of guosswork. : 3

- Lo Ehe actual rrdiocsonde mebtorolozicol information is cxtrocted by el

eroncles launching tallcors onto WBAR 31a, 31by and 3lce For winds alede ob~

‘ gorvatictw, z11 agonsiss uso Wb\ 20 and 20a, and those forms also include
the trasic of the balloons All agoneles forward these rocords to thd Latlonml
Veather Racords Conzars Orove Avcado Bulldinz, Askaville. lertk Cerelina,
ATTA4eB Lo recussted the €3y A7S, which maintairs a debacimont ab Asheville,
to permit "Elue Eosok® to dsal divoetly with isheville. Ths inicniiom i3 to
request phoiostats of the scunding (VDA 3la, by o) and tho balloon traek
{782 20 and 2CGa) ab cortain specific tlnes end places. IS this s epsrovad,
ATIC will be in a position to obtain thesa records for cvery hxlloon flight
-.daunshod in tho ll.s frea gvorscas /uerigan 2diges, and froq il the U,S.
anipa and weather aGawlons ot scas 16 acditicn, ETRES Will eontizme taugo -
. the ballcan laurch inforasiizn available in this oftice and will froa tize to
tine TWX various loumeh gitos for spesific informations Thase cethoda of
approseh will solve tre peobler ¢ woatier balloons.

2
'

AT mabin

bl A,

Part IT = Upper ASr Ressarsh Ealloons

b stauy desirned typas of bancons are used by the U3AF and the
UeSe Navy in codpersilon =ita varicus coniracwors 30 osbtain uppor air data
3 Lor ocicmsific purzoseses Ihore is no doubt tizt these balloona csuse Fly-
| obrptsy traciiny data of eleven such flizhes ia July resultod in positdve |
3 fdentific.tion in thege czscs, probable idemtifieation in thros moro. Ths
3 UeS. iavy, through itz {1213 raprasentative of CN} at the iniversity of
] ¥irnesocz, dzals with shree contractors. ine L.)loons rcleased ars larze
wkite poly=stiyiisne PSS capaile of expapdling to 100! in diazeter and carry-
ing up 5 500 pounds of retellic equipmeat, Valve apad inflation arranza=ments
control QD —ilsg aluitudes. Daturallys thoy arv vislble evea ab oxtrome
3 alitltodas tmdow mawr somdttions und nre eapacio of assuaing alzost acy shapae
Tho conircotarns oftez rolcase froz dime to time fres or attached clnstars of.
tho BA acc © type rusborized balloons, as welde

<. 2. Thzee flights are oftan of long durationy ono Xinnsasolis rolcassd
‘balloon wx= twacited to Cave Cod and lest, thum it was roeovercd in Cordoaux,
&mc-- “hoy are. r.ris‘j.ad ’by‘?cn an? amtiox:s throushout tho Unitod States.
J,““-‘I‘.:).n b
3. ATin~5 hgs tazkon shona %o aev up & peporting syston. for all bale
“eon mri-.-.: of tha Xavy contractorss This procrum will be iamloesonted
15 Oct 57 -=d will par=anonily solve tho pmulm of UsS. havy uppcr air
rosoarch talloonrs,
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. Ly, The U3AF cparates two projcectas "Cophar” and Mloby Dick”, walch
dwrslve tho raleags of the large polycthylens typo ‘bolieonye In 2ll partice
ularsy f22:hb duratlons, treckdns notheds, ote., thosn flishts are eorpar-
zhle to the UsSe lavy projectse 4% pruscat, IS hag no comunication
or liafgon with thase projoots, but ATTAiw5 inbonds to w00 the sano apnroach
and reporting systeos with tho USAF projants ap vth tho Navel coatrastors,

Conslusions

. By 1 ¥ov 52 ATIAAS ahould bo resoivingy cowplste dahmanmﬂl&a
Navy uppex air, andnsarnmdrbaumnlmos.

Totes

" This pepor is 2 shord intooducilon to “the "balloon phase™ of Project
Bluo Booz. For anyone cesiring the cozplete informatien, sueh as agescies '
ond porsonzliilies involved, chanmols and methods of cocmunication, ete., it :
_znbene..assarytn nadthuzonaad.aaaxpparzmpwvushmnﬁh
ATIAi=5.

as Balloon Data Foldar
e oy I:!.scmanm Gnr-s;m:dmo Filo - Lattar 5 Sep 525 too' :
USAT Cantridze Resoarsh Cantae, Conbricdzos lsssachusetis, subjs Al Fores &
Upper Air Rssezrch J2)150n Zeisases, snd first ivdorscnentd thorotoe ‘\

.Alr Weathe= Service Correspondence File = Lettar 22 Sep 52y ., .
tos CCy A7S,y° sabat ms.lu.nw Data for Project Dluo Baoke X

- ds UeSs I{arry Corressondsnse File ~ lattery, 9 Sep 52, %or Mr Y
Branch, G2, stdir O Upper Alr bellgon Projecss, amd OUR answer thorato.

oe Zravel Repost - I A. G. Flves, ﬁ‘msztowaumpa,n.c.
L. Traval Report = A A.aom”? 153@52. to mh'm’ H.Ce
-gs Travel Repert = I3 A, G. Flues, 30 Sop 52, to Minscapelis,

-




