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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY o
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. N

13 March 1953

The Honorsble
The Becretary of Defense
Depeartment of Defense
Washington 25, D. C.
Dear Mr. Secretary:.
The Director of Central Intelligence has asked that you. be

f‘u:ni'sheé & copy of the attached report prepered by & panel of
sclentiste on the subject of "Unidentified Flying Objects.” This

penel was convened at the direction of General Smith, following the

recommendation of the Intelligence Advisory Commitiee.

The conclusions end recommendations msy be of interest to you,
in that they point out certain potential dangers to national security
vhich are related to the subject eand suggest ways of their elimination.

Although this Agency-does not—consider problems-earising from —
sightings of "flying saucers” primarily its concern, we shell be
pleased to assist in any appropriate action that you way deem ad-
visable. . o
CT A Epies ok this report are also being sent to the Seeretary-of— 4
%’g&_ and toSthe Chairman, National Security Resources Board.
‘ ' 8incerely yours,
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RICHARD D. DRAIR
Secretary
Intelligence Advisory Committee
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Enclosure

This malerfal contains infermation
affecting the natlonal defense of

the United States with the maanlng

of the espionage laws, Title 18, ysc,
Sacs, 793 and 794, and transmission .

or revelation of which in any manner to.

m “" unavthorlred persen is prohlbited by
aw, : .
o : SecDef, Conte No.-_a_j:[do
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REPORT OF THE SCIENTIFIC PAREL

mnmmmggnmc OBJECTS JAN 17 1953

1. Pursusnt to the request of the Assistent Director for Scientific

Intelligence, the imdersigned Penel of Scientific Coansultants hae zet to

evaluate eny possible threat to ne‘f,ional gecurity posed b;v Unidentifled

Flying Objecks { "Flying Sa.ucers"), and to make recommendations 'thex"eon.

The Panel has z'eceived the evidence as presented by cognizant inte114-

: gence agencies ’ primerily the Air Technicel Intelligence Center, and has

: ,'reviewed & selection of the best doctmented incidents._ o

2. As a result of 1te considerations » the Panel concludes'

a. Thet the evidence preeented on Un:gdentified F]ying

ObJects ahowa no indication that theee phenomena constitute

a d:lrect physical threat to natiopal security

- Ve firmly believe that there is no resuluum of casee which ind.icates

phenomena uhieh ere attri'buteble to foreign artife.cts cs.peble of hostile

. ectn, and ,that there 15 no. evidence tha.t the phenanena indicate a need -

for the revieion of cumnt seientiﬁ.e eoncepts.
3 The Panel further concludee' '
) a.. _ That the continued empheais ‘on the reporting of
| €he'se'”;p.‘.'xenomene. does, in these parlous times, result in e
three.t to the orderly functioning of the protective organe
of the body politic.
He cite a8 emm'olea the cloggmg or channels of conmmnication 'by 1rrelevant

reporte, the danger of being 1ed by continued false alarms to ignore real

- | o ’ . " Se‘:g]).e'gl_C}.ont;j‘-}{qEM o
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forces behind the phenmna, %o train peraonnel to recognize and reJect_

/s/ 1uis W. Alverez
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’in:dicationé of hostile action, and the cultivation of -é'@fbid'gét:—lc;nél o

 psychology in vhich gkillful hostile propaganda could induce hysterical:

behevior and harmful distrust of duly coamstituted e.u‘hhcrity;

4. 7In order most effectively to strengthen the national facilities
for the timely recogaition end the appropriste handling of true indicstions
of hostzle acticn, a.nd to minimize theé concemitant dange o] alluded to
above, th.. Peanel reconmands' .

a. 'I'nat the notionsl security a,gencies take imediate steps
‘o strip the lh;identifigd Flying Objects of the speclal status they
. ,;mve been glven aad i‘.hg aura oif nystery they have unforiuvnstely
ecquired, ‘ | - ‘ '
R That ‘the nétion&i security g‘gencies mstitiaﬁé ‘pbliéies'

on ‘in'tenigenc'e , training, and 'public‘ education desiéned to preéé.re

the ma‘aerial defenses, end the morale o7 the country to recognize

moat prom;ot]y end to react most effectively to’ true mdicatians

of hoatile :Lntent or action.

We suggest that these 8ims may be achiévéd by an integrstéd progz'-am

_ ~clez::f.gned to resssure the public of the total la.ck of. evidence of in:lmica.l

’

.

-felee indica.tions qu'lckhj ‘and effeetive],v, and to strengthen regular

channela for the evaluation of and prcmpt reaction to true 1ndicationa

' ,of hoatile measures.

~ [s/ licyd V. Berkner
- Associated Universities, Inc.

/8/_B. P. Robertson o, Chedrman

‘California Inetitute of Technology . [e/ S. A. Goudsmi"

Brookhaven Ks.tional Laboratorieo

7[ . : PN

University of Cal ifornia [s/ Thorntou Page
. Johns Hopkins University

Sinlinfmiiniinia
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| SCIENITFIC ADVISCRY PANEL OF °
 UNIDENITFIED FIYING OBJETS
14 = 17 Jenisary 1953
IVIDENCE FRESENTED
' 1, Saventyh-‘ive case. hi.stories of a:lgh'binge 1951 1952 (Bolected by
: ATIC as thoae best doeumanbed) '

2 um Stutua and’ Progrees Reporta of Projeot GRDUGE and Project
- BIUE BOOK (code names rou- .mt: study of aubject)

3. Progress Reporta of Frojest STCRK . (eodo name for Bo.ttelle Manor.ul
S Institute coubra.ct work mppccrting ATIC).

Lt g .'amry Report "or;sighting' "at Honoman m Farco Base, New Mead.coq

B A P U S SO P

5, Repc:r‘l‘. of USAF Reaearch':Centew'“ Gemh*idge. }has., Inveatigat.ion of
. "Ga-oarn Firebe.ll“ H:'emmm (&oject TWINKI.E). Sl

6. - Outline of Investization of U.F,o 48 Proposed by mrtla.nd Mr Ferce
. Bass (Project POUM':E). S

o Mot:lon Pioture Films of sightings at Trens:nton, Utah, 2 .m;r 1952
~and Great Fa]ls, Montana, Auguat 1950, .

8. Snnnnary Ropnrt of 89 aelected cases of sighbinga of.various
- eategoriea (Fomations, Blinking I.dghta, Eoveming, eto.). :

9. Dra.ft of mma.l: "Rou to Mako & momm", px'epared a ATIB. -

) 10... "'Chart Showing Plot of Gaographic Iocation of Unexp]ained Sightings
- dn ‘the United States during 1952. AL Lo '

" 11, Chart Shoutrg Balloon Imnching Sttee in the Untted States.

12, Charts Showing Saloeted Actus.l Balloon Flight Patha and Relat:lon ‘
: to Repm-ted Sightingl. L o ~ '

13, Charts Showing n-equemy of Repo:'ta of Sightings, 1948 - 1952¢ ‘
Lo Charts Showing Gategocries of Explanations of Sightings.

15, Kodachrome ’I&-anspareneiee of Polyethylene Film Balldons in Bright
, Stm]ight Shwing ‘High Raﬂectivityo o o
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18,

19,

20
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"xotion pictm'e of aeagullo in uzght sunlight shou:Lng gh reﬂectivity.

Intalligeme Reporte Relating %o U.S.S.Ro Interest in U. S. S:lghti.ngs.
Samples of Official USA!' Roporbing Forns end Oapiou of Partinent

. Afr Farce, Arny and Favy Orders Relating to Subject.

Semple Pclyethyleme "Pﬂlw" Balloon (5& 1nches aquare).‘
"Variationa 1n Radnr Cavmge" J’ARP 301 . (Ms.nual mustmting mmaual

' operating charactu'isticu of Service radar).
'!ﬂecolhneoua official lettere and foreign inbe]ligcnce reports

doalingwith subjec‘b. o

Ceries of popuhr publiahed works dealing vith subject (articles
5.n pu'iodicala, newapaper elippings and books)
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g. T ~. SCIENTIFTC ADVISORY. PANEL ON
UNIDENTIFIED FLYTAG OBJECTS
1, = 1/ Jeary 1953

CBGAN IZATION

m-. B, P, Robeﬁec (Chairmn) Ga]ifm!z Institute

‘Dr, Inia,W. Alvara

Dr. Lloyd V. Berlax

3 E . .<': .o

> ,Mi'..; h;qdea-ip;k' Ca Durant

cf Technolo@'

University of
Californis -

Associeted Iih:‘sri—:m- :
- sitles; Ina,

. Brookhaven National
S Iabonfgtories'

i'"Ofﬁee of' Baseareh
Oparationa, Johns

" Hopkins- Univetrsi‘by '

i

saems TAB K

‘FIKID OF COMPEB.‘BG‘ ’

Phyz;ics, Wapons
systems :

. Physics, rader

Geophysice

Atomde structure,
- gtatistdeal - -
problems

. physles . - -

Onto Stats Univers
sity :

Arthor D, Id.ttle, :
- Im° . ’

:f,._*r_‘_m-ig; Gan. Awmm 1-:. Garland ‘ lmnd:mg Gemeral,

P v”‘-Dx;;j‘:',ﬁ;'_?"l-éishan':_ - Chedwell
. Mry Ralph ,L..‘ciax-k:
S .

A.LIC

) Ass atant mrector,
: 0))1, GIA . .

Deputy Assistant
Diredgor, 0/SI, CIA

Scuiiiml——o—

Aertroncnwf

‘Rockets, gnided

- miasilqg .

Scientific and |
tochnical :Lhtelli-
gence ‘

‘ Scientinc and

"toatntcal imtellt:
- gence
Sctlentific and |
technical intelli-
gence :




'C00183852. e e A

b p) AR . L '
| Sliidiinfonshia® TAB &

IRMUIEES (em't) CRCATIZATIOR  ZIED. O SOMPEIRERL.

¥, Philip G. Strong . Chief, Operations Sciemtific amd
: Staff, 0/SI, CIA technical intelid-
gerioe .

Mr, Stephan T, Possony ' Acting Chief, Special Selentific and
. _ Study Oroup, D/ dochnics) fntellie
Usar gense |

Capts Edward J. Ruppelt, USA® Chief, Aerisl Phencmens Selemtific and
| : Pranch, ATIC, USAP technlcal intalide
’ g2ense

r

¥, 3, Deuey Fournet, Jre ‘The Ethyl Corporetion Aero Bug,

It. R. 8. Feashem, USYH -USH Fhote Interprete~ Fhote Snterprotatiom
oo AR .. tlon lebaratery,
P N, Herry Wes. : ", USH Fnoté Intorprete-~ Fhoto interpretatien
l ! . : ‘.‘ . mhmm’ - '
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