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.. YETERAN SWEDISH AIRMEN OBSERVE, .
DESCRIBE DISK-SHAFED ALRCRAFT OVER SKAANE

['f‘bei1nformation,,i\tthisﬁrﬁeport was taken ;qu»"l_:.hree articles
‘which appeared-in_the liberal Stotkholm daily, Dagens KNyheter on
18, 19, and_20 December 1953. Ib the rendition of the first two -

articles (18 and 19 December), repetitious elements have been = -
omitted. The third article is given ia full., ~ .

LB * Numbers- in.parentbeses refer to appendéd’sou;g_eg]

The chief pilot for Trausair Airllaes, Flight Ceptain ULf Christiermssom, - - . —
and his filight mechanic, Olle Johansson, yeported that on the afternoon of S
17 December 1953, while flyiug io a DC-3 over Skaane, they sighted a myste- - - S
rious circular metal object flylog in an opposite direction of them at a speed .
estimated at abou: the speed of sound. The airmen estimated that the object .- .1

wvas about 10 meters In dismeter. - -

_ Captain Christiernsson, at present employed by Transsir in flylng the
morning [Stockholm] pepers to southern Sweden, bhas very extensive air ex-
perience, having served as a volunteer vith the RAF ﬁom,19h2-191¥6, finishing ——
his service with the rank of captain. He flev 30 missions against enemy terri- :

tory Trom North Afrid¢s &nd Ttaly. .. =

1

Captain Christiernsson made the following statement to Dagens Nyheter:
"I do not doubt for an imstant that it vas not a Jet plape. What I 68V V&5 &
completely unorthodox, metallic, symmetric, round object which-was unlike aay-
thing I have seen before. The - mysterious object appeared suddenly on the air o
route traveled by all controlled air traffic between Bulitofta apd Brorma air-_ .
fields [at MalmB and Stockholm respectively]. I myself was en route to Bromma..
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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION -

DESCRIBE DISK-SEAFED ALRCRAFT OVER SKAANE

The information in this report was taken from three articles : o
‘which appeared in the liberasl Stockholm daily, Dsgeos Kyheter oo .
18, 19, and 20 Decenber-1953. 1o the rendition of the first tvo -~ .
articles (18 sud-19 December), repetiticus elements have been e

omitted. The third article is given o full.

*Numbers 1o parentbeses Tefer to appended sources./

The chief pilot for Trassair Airlimes, Flight Ceptsin Ulf christierasson, .

and his flight mechanic,,,One?'Jahmfeported that on the aftersoon of . ... . . i
17 December 1953, vhile flying io a DC-3 over Skasne, they sighted a myste-
rious circular metal object flying in &n opposite direction of them at & speed o
estimated st about the speed of sound. The airmen estimated that the object -
i

was about 10 meters_in dlameter. -

_ Captain Christiernsson, at present employed by Transair-$n flying the

morning [Stockholm] pepers-to. soutbern Sweden, bas very extensive air ex-- "'*'**5";;"4%435
rience, having served as a voluateer with the RAF from 1942-1946, finishing -
his service with the rank of captain. He flev 30 missions egainst enemy terri-

tory Yrow North Afride—and Italy. . . —

; S

Captain Chri__stiert.xsson,mda}ifqlléving statement to Dagens Nybeter:

"I do not doudbt for an instant that it wvas mot & Jet plane. What I sav vas a :
completely unorthodox; metallic, symmetric, round object yhich was unlike say-
thirg I have seen before. The ~mysterious iject"aypeare;;suddenly;,on' the afr -~
route traveled by all controlled air traffic between Bulltofta and Bromma —air-- -~~~
fir1ds [at MalmB end Stockholm respectively]. I myself vas en route to Bromma.
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Over Bissleholm, I sav an object -- on my right and obliquely in fromt of me,
flying at & somewhat lower altitude -- which st first I thought to be a Jet
Plane. The silhouette was thin and it approached me at a very high velocity.
Olle Johansson and I have discussed the matter of its speed, and comparing its
speed vith, for example, that of the "Flying Rarrels” [J-29], we have estimated -
.tbe speed to be about that of sound. The whole business took place fantasucmy
quickly, but I believe that I was able to see the o‘bject for b to 5 seconds.

"Wben the obJect got closer, I vas adle to ascertain that it was symmetric
and metallic. Xt is very difficult to describe something that one has never. .- . -
seen before, dbut I would say that it looked like 8 flying lozenge.--The objeet— - - - —
did not seem.to have acrev, but seemed more to be & robot. When it passed : -
under the ving [of the DC-3), I could no longer see it. The mechanic, who was
able to observe it for five more-seconds, confirms the fact that it was circular-
or possibly somewhat el;Llptical”in form. Rt the_time_of _the incident, ve vere
flying st an altitude of 2,250 meters and the cloud ceiling was about 1,500
meters. Thus, the object should have been flying at an altitude of betwcen )
1,500 and 1,600 meters. We estimated-the size to be about 10 meters in df@= -~ o= - e
meter. It. lef‘t no exhaust or_condensation trail. ,

N

"We are both absolutely convinced that it could not bhave been a meteor or - Ry
otbher celestial phenomenon. We-did not_see any distimet light but were omy = o
able to see that the obJect-had a metallic lustre.— Immediately after the ob~- .~

servation, ve reported to"F3 in Ljungbyhed and to the regional civil air SR
security service at Bulltofta. The course of the object was solth-southwest. -

The vhole thing happened so_ quickly that we could not have ma.naged to change —
course [and follow the odject]...” )

.0lle Johansson's stetement vas &s follows: "I was sitting forvard fmthe -~ = =
right-band scat of the pilot's cadbin when Captain Christiernsson pointed to the =~ -~~~ - -
obJect. What I saw was an ellipse with sharp outlines and something betwveen
silver and vhite in color. I sav it for about 10 seconds. It was approaching ,,
from the porth in & direction opposite to ours, at a speed of about 1,200 kilo~ - oo oo
meters per hour.- It was flying _entirely above the clouds. From Malm& north.« .
ward, ‘'we vere able to sce the ground for only a few myriameters and after that
there vas & cloud covering all the wvay to Stockholm. We were flying st e speed e S
of sbout 270 kilometers per hour.—- Ten minutesiafter the incident, ve met &an
SAS (Scandinavian Airlines System) DC-4. Theréupon, we estimated the object's - ' E
speed at about three times that of the DC-4. There seemed to be no flames or :
smoke treil from the obJect. - Since we had the automatic pilot on, ve had no -
chance to thrn quickly emough to see vhere the object went."

Tbe Defense Staff's short comnunique on the incident read as follows:
"At 1457 hours on Thursday, the crev on a civilian commercial plane observed,
in the vicinity of Hissleholm, an unknown object which moved at a high speed
in a direction opposite”to*thgt,of the plane. The object was viewed for 6 to
7 seconds. At the time of the incideunt, there was clear weather at the alti- s
tude at which the plane was flying. - Because. of the low cloud ceiling, the
obJect could not have been seen from the ground.--Within the knowledge of the
Defense Staff, there was no Swedish Plane in-tbe area concerned at the time of
the incident. Investigation continues.” S e e .
. 4
- Reports of "flying saucers” have arisen in both Europe and-America:on
countless cctasions In receat ;2ars but, azzording to a statement - to Daggns
Ryheter by & member of the Air Staff, these observations over .Skaane can be.
termed ‘the clearest and most”detailed which heretofore have been mde rega.nding**'”” B
) mystemou.,, unknom aircraﬁ:.(l) » Py T



"When the object got closer, I was able to ascertain that it wes symmetric
and metallic. It 1is very difficult to describe something that one has never .
seen before, but I would say that it looked like & flying lozenge. The object
did not seem.to have & crew, but secemed more to be a robot. When it passed ~ -
under the wing [of the DC-3]), I could no longer see it. The mechanic, who was
able to observe it for five more seconds, confirms the faet that it was elrcular
or possibly somewbat ellip’tiral in form. Rt tbe time of the incident, ve vere -
flying et an sltitude of 2,150 meters and the cloud ceiling was about 1,500
meters. Thus, tbe object should have been flylng at an altitude of betveen
1,500 and 1,600 meters. We estimated.the gize to be about 10 meters in dia-
meter. It. left no exhaust or condensetion trafl. - \
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"He are both absolutely convinced ~that 1t could not have been a meteor or ol
other celestial phenomenon. We 3id not see any distinct light bdut vere only N
able to see that the object had a metallic lustre.- Immedistely efter the ob-
servation, we reported to F5 in Ljungdbyhed and to the regional civil air
security service at Bulltofta. The course of the object was solith-southvest.

The whole thing happened so quickly that we ccn;ld not have managed to change - - . ... .

course [and follow the object]...”®

.0lle Johansson's statement was as follows: "I was sitting forwvard inm the -
rig,ht.-hand seat of the pilot's cadin when Captain Christiernsson pointed to the- i erm et
object. What I savw was an ellipse with sharp outlines and something between
silver and vhite in color. I sav it for about 10 seconds. It was approaching . _ .
from the nortb in a direction opposite to ours; at & speed of about 1,200 kilo- :
meters per hour. It vas- flying entirely sbove the clouds. From P'.alm& north- -
vard, ‘'ve vere sble to see the ground-for only & few myriameters and after that —
there vas & cloud covering all the vay to Stockholm. We vere flying et e speed ) o,
of about 270 kilometers per bhour. Ten minutesiafter the incident, ve met an : . ’
SAS (Scandinavian Airlines System) DC-h. Theréupon, ve estimated the object's
speed 8t about three times that of the DC=4. Trere seemed to be no flames or
smoke trail from the objJect. Since we had the  autcmatic pnot on, ve had no -
chance to thrn quickly encugh to see_where the objeet wemt." -

The Defen.se Staff's short communique on the incident read as follows: = =~

"At 1457 hours on Thursday, the crev on a civilian comnercial plane observed,
in the vicinity of Bissleholm, an unknown object which moved at a high speed . . -
in a direction opposite to that of the plane. ~The object was vieved for 6 to_ ~ -
T seconds. At the time of the incident, there was clear veather at the alti- - .- i . -
tude at vhich the plane was flying. -Becsuse. of the lov cloud ceiling, the— —— =~ —— "1 .
obJect could not have been seen from the ground.  Within the knowledge of the .. . = _ .
Defense Staff, there wWas no Swedish plane in-the area concerned a.t the time ofi,,f, e
- the incident. Investigation continmues.™ - e S ‘

o

. Reports of "flying saucers™ bhave arisen in both Burope and -Amenica___q_n B N

count,]:ess octasions In receat esrs but, eccording to a statement-to Dagéns . i = =
Ryheter by a member of the Air Staff, these observatIions over.Skaane can be. - S

termed the clearest and most’ “detallel ineh heretofore have been made rega\ding

) mystemou_,, unknown aircrafts (1) o ‘ ST
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Experts Say Object Was Daylight Meteorite .. ..

" Both the Defense-Staff spd the Air Staff vere working feverismly on .

‘Priday (18 December) to solve the mystery of the "flying lozenge.” They -~

arrived at no definite result, dbut the experts are mostly of the opinion */7 %

that the observed objeat was & daylight meteorite. The possibility that 1t ¢ -

vas a ballon or an unknown type of forcign aircraft is pot ruled- out, how=--"
ever. The theory of a meteorite was put forth by one of the persons in

Sveden best scquainted with the region, Bertil Lindblad of the cbservatory ia
" Tauod. . .

ﬂccoraing to Lindblad, precisely in December the earth passes & sward of
meteors known as the Geminids. The maximum occurred on 13 December. Studies -
of the moteors tmve shown that Jjust at the time of day At which the obJect was

seen -- about 1500 hours ===the meteors aﬁ epproaching the. earth at an angle.

of 3 degrees ¥hich means that their ‘path is nearly parallel to the earth's _ .
surface. Thé direction of the meteors-is-from morth to south .with'a disw» -

plecement of 17 degrees vhich also seems to agree vith the observations gade.

In space, meteors bave a-speed-of 36 kilometers per second, but the speed 1s

reduced very greatly.when they come into the vicinity of the earth. 1t has ]
not heretofore been-possible to observe meteors during the day so it is mot .
Xnown how they look in daylight. When the earth passed the same meteor svarm
last year, -a lone meteor was observed ‘some-days arter the svarm had disap-
pesred. That meteor was plainly a straggler. ‘It vas observed at night,bow-

ever, and therefore gave-off & weak, red glow. 1t fell also at ,a.nf"e’lit,i,x:gly,f,'j 7

different angle since it was a different time of day. . Cn

Captain KAllenius of the Defense Staff stated that other possidle ex-

planations of tbe,phe;nomenon;baxe:noj),egn,Y!ii,,,t,&,@,Oiff*by,-:@}f,-i@f{@f?b ve

gore, no Svedish balloons have been sent up, but propagenda and wesiher bal-

joons-have been-sent up from both Germany and Denmark. i With the type-of wind 7 7

-%0 relezse 200 sivertising halloons., : - PR

" and veather prevailing in recent days, it vould bave been possible for a bal-.

joon to have been drivemover Sweden. Captain Christiernsson and his mechanic; B

Olle Johansson, stated in their report that the speed of.the object ‘spprodched

that of sound; bowever, there is great difficulty in Judging speeds of suddenly
appearing objects, even for experienced observers. Captaln Kdllepius commented =

that if advallom prior _to its observation had soared to a great altitude, it
might have lost some of its gas, giving it a flat form. SRR

In some quarters, Captain Christiernsson's report bas been regarded 85 &

prank. The Defense Staff, however, does not consider it a prank. Christiernsson,

on returning from another flight to Malmd on Priday, gave heated assurances that
his report was the absolute truth. BEe said, "To be sure, I-Joke a bit, dbut one -
does not jJoke about things like this. I eav something and reported my -observa-
tions. Wnat it was, I do not know."(2) e ‘

Object Stated to Be Advertising Balloon

The mysterious “flying 1ozenge"' over HHssleholm was probably '.n.either 8
meteor nor a robot weapon, it vas more likely an advertising balloon for-a )

- Skaane perfune firm. The object was observed at 1500 on Thursday (17 Decemver)

and on the same day between 1200 and 1300, Director Bertil Dahlstrfm of Malm3

— had been up at Asphult on Linderodsassen; some myriameters south of Béssleholm,

- - - ‘ . - .
‘On Saturday evening (19 December) Dahlstrfm telephoned Dagens Ryheter’s

MalmB office and said, "With all certainty, it is one of owrballoons which the

flyers sav. . On Thursday-noon, we sent up over 300 balloons af various colors.
Their sizes varied from 15 to 30 centimeters in diameter. Accq{@ing_'to wvhat ¢
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Sveden best acqu;in'ced with the regioﬁ, Bertil Lindblad of the observatory in
" Lund. . .

According to Lindbled, precisely in December the earth passes & svward of
peteors kuowvn as the Ceminids. The maximim ogurred on 13 December. Studies -
 of the meteors have shown that Just at the time of day at which the object was
" geen -- about 1500 hours -- the meteors a’ﬁ approaching the. earth at an angle:
of 3 degrees vhich means that their path'is nearly parallel to the earth's
curface. The direction of the meteors is from north to south.with'a disy-
placement of 17 degrees vhich also seems to agree with the observations made.

In space, meteors have a.speed of 36 kilometers per seccnd, but the speed 1s ’
reduced very greatly vhen they come into the vicinity of the earth. It has - ,
pot heretofore been possible to cbserve meteors during the day g0 it is not . %

known how they look in daylight. When the earth passed the same meteor svarm
last year, -a lone meteor was observed some days after tre swarm had disap. -
peared. That meteor vwas plainly a straggler. It was otserved at night,how-
—ever, and therefore gave off a weak, red glow. It fell also a¥ an‘entirely <°
different angle since it vas a different time of day. ) o

Captain KAllenius of the Defense Staff stated that other poseidle ex- o
planations of the phenomenon have: rot been written off by any means, To be -
sure, po Swedish balloons have been sent up, but ‘propagenda and veather bal-
~ loons have been sent up from both Germany and Denmark. With the type-of wind === =

- and weather preveiling im re-:ent,dé@iﬁviould’hmbeen’possible for a val-.. ... ..
loon to have been driven over Sweden.  Captain Christiernsson and his mechanic; =
Olle Johansson, stated in their report that the  speed of the object approdched
that of sound; hovever,:tberefis—g;gg;ﬁg;jﬁ@,lty in Judging: speeds “of suwddenly
appearing objects, even for experienced observers. Captain Kéllepius commented

that if aballoon prior — to its observation bad soared to a great altitude, it

might have lost some of its gas, giving it a £1at form. ; . - .

In some quarters, Captain Christiernsson's report has been regarded as &
prank. The Defense Staff, however, does not consider it a pranks— Christlermsson,
on returning from another flight to Malmd on Friday, gave heated assurances tbat
his report vas the absolute truth. He said, "To be sure, I.-Joke-a bit, but one
does not Joke about things Yike this. I saw something and reported my -observas
tions. wnat it was, I do mot know."(2) . ’

Object Stated to Be Advertisimg Belloom

The mysterious “flying lozenge" over Efssleholm was probedly neither 8
meteor nor a robot weapon, it vas more likely an sdvertising valloon for-a ' =
Skaane perfume firm.—The object was observed at 1500 on Thursday (17 December)
and on the same day betwveen 1200 and 1300, Director Bertil Dehlstrdm of Malm8 7
had been up st Asphult on Linderodsassen, some myriameters south of Hisslenolm,

.10 releaze 200 ajvertising walloons, . - RS

0u Saturday evening (19 December) DahlstrBm telephoned Dagens Nyheter’s i
MalmB office and said, "With all certainty, it is one of our balloons which the
flyers sav. . On Thursday-noon, vwe sent up over 300 balloons of various colors.
Their sizes varied fram 15 10 30 centimeters in diameter. According to what e R —
ve knov from previous occasions, the balloons ought to rise 1,000 meters and
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" other person in Malm®, radio technician Lundblad. On the day before tbe od- . . -
 gervation (16 December), he had sent up three weather balloons of a currest = _ :

00-W-257h5

maybe still higher, éepending on the weather. To each balloon wes atlached an

advertisement card which the finder vas to return to the firm in MalmB in ex-

change for a bottle of cologne. Some cerds have slrcady been returned from - - - .. -
finders with addresses in Elssleholm, g0 it is clear that the balloons were - . =~
driven by the prevailing winds to the place vhere the flyers observed the mys-

terious lozenge." el

As of Saturday evening, the Air-Staff did not know about the Skaane bal- - -
loons. On the other hand, the Air Staff had received a telephone call from an-

tmodel. The wind vas so strong &nd in such & direction that it is mnot lkely .
that any of the three balloons could bave remained over Sksane. Meteorological
balloons are from ) to 2 meters thiametss. o :

Whether the perfume advertising dballoons, which ‘are considerably smaller T T
than meteorological talloons,could, through angles of refraction and radiation.. . _
of 1ight, take on the appearance and aize vhich Captain Christiernsson reported .
the objJect to be, is & question which cannot be-answered until detailed cal- .
culations are made. Véry-likely, composite photographs and other techniques = I
will be utilized to determine-the matter. =~~~ = S :

Ro new observations have been reported- during Ssturday (19 December), and .
the experts are now working with the material which came in earlier. - Telephone ~— —

calls have been received from & humber of persons with nevw theories;some-of

which will be tested. In tbe meantime, thé balloon theory seems-to have been =~ 1
strengthened through the-latest reports from Skaane.(3) !

i
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loons. On the other hand, the Air Staff had received a telephone ca
other person in Malmd, radlo technician Lundblad. On the day before the ob-

11 from —an-

- servation (16 December); he had sent up three weather balloons of a current

Umodel. The wind vas so strong and in such a direction that it is not likely
that any of the three balloons could have remained over Skasne. Meteorological

bslloons are from 1 to 2 meters in dia.metg., Lo

Whether the perfume sdvertising balloons, which are considerably amaller

than meteorological balloons,could, through angles of refraction and radistion

of 1light, take on the appecarance and size which Ceptain Christiernsson reported- S

the object to be, is & question which cannot be ansvered until detailed cal-

culations are made. Very likely, composite photographs and other tegpniquesww

wvill be utilized to determine the matter. o

No new observations have been reported- during Saturday {19 December), and

“

the experts are now working with the material vhich came in earlier. T2lephone

calls bave been received from & number of persons with pev theories, same-of -

which will be tested. In the meantime, the balloon theory seems to have deen

strengthened through the latest reports from Skaane.(3) -
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