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v he faformation fn this Teport wvas taken from three articles D ',
2 . ‘which appesred in ths liberal Stotkholm daily, Degens ter on B
' 1 18, 19, and 20 Decemder 1953. In the rendition of the first twy . I :
articles (18 and 19 December), repetitions elements have been © 3

cmitted. The third article is given in full. A

s " Nuzbers in parentbeses refer to appended sources ./ L

- The chief pilot for Tramsair Alrlines, Flight Captain UL Christiernsson,

and his flight mechanic, Olle Jobangson, reported that on the afternoon of Co
17 December 1953, vhile flying 4v a DC-3 cver Skaane, they sighted a myste- . B
rious circular metal object flying in an copposite direction of them at & speed S
estimated st about the speed of sound.  The airmen egtimated that the object . R
was about 10 meters in diameter. ° b

. Captain Christiernsson, at present employed by Transair in flying the
morning [Stockholm] pepers to southern Sweden, bas very extensive air ex-
perience, having served as a volunteer with the RAF from 1942-19%6, finishing

his service with the rank of captain. He flew 30 missions against enemy terri- L
tory Trow North Afrids and Ttaly. " L

Captain Christiernsson made the folloving statement to ens Nyheter: E
"I 4o not doudt for an !nstant thet it ves not a Jet plane. What I sav was a : g
completely unorthodox, metallic, symmetric, round odbject which was unlike any- :
thing I have seen before. The - mysterious object appeared suddenly on the air . e
route traveled by all controlled air traffic betveen Bulltofta and Broma air- .3
£irlds [at MalsB and Stockholm respectively]. I myself vas en route to Bramma. g
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Over Hiseleholm, I sav an object -- on my right and obliquely in front of me,
flying at 8 somevhat lover altitude ~- vhich at first I thought to be s jJet
plane. The silhouetie was thin and it approached me at a very high velocity.
Olle Johansson end I have digcussed the matter of its speed, and comparing its
speed vith, for example, that of the “Flying Barrels” [J-29], we bave estimated
the speed to be about that of sound. The vhole business took place fantastically
quickly, but I believe tbat I vas able to see the object for 4 to 5 seconds.

"Whon the object got closer, I was able to ascertaln that it vas nymtric
ard metsllic. It 41s very difficult to describe something that one has never .
ges=a before, but I would gay that it looked like s flying lozenge. The object
dsd not seem.to have a crew, but seemed more to be & robot. When it pasged
under the wing [of the nc-si I could no longer see it. The mechanic, vho was
able to observe it for five more seconds, confirms the fact that it wvas circular
or possibly somewbat elliptical in form. "Rt: the time of the incident, we vere
flying at an altitvde of 2,150 meters and the cloud ceiling was about 1,500
meters. Thus, the object should have been flying at an altitude of between
1,500 and 1,600 meters. We estimated.the size to be about 10 meters in dia-
meter. It lett no exhaust or condensation trail.

*We are both absclutely convinced that it eomld not have been a meteor or
other celestial phenomenon. We did not see sny distinct light but were only
able to see that the object had a metallic lustre. Immediately after the ob-
servation, we reported to F5 in Ljungbyhed and to tbe regiomal civil air
security service at Bulltofta. The course of the ohject vas soGth-southwest.
The vhole thing happeued so quickly that we conm not have managed to change
course {and follow the object)...”

.011le Johansson’s statement was as follows: "I was sitting forward in the
right-hand esat of the pilot's cabin when Captain Christiernsson pointed to the
object. Whst I sav was an ellipse with sharp outlines and something betveen
silver and white &n color. I sav it for about 10 seconds. It ves approaching
from the north in a direction opposite to ours, at s speed of adbout 1,200 kilo-
meters per hour. It was flying entirsly above the clouds. From MalmB north-
ward, 'we vere able to ses the ground £0r only s fev myriameters end after that
there vas a cloud covering all theé- ¥hy o Stockholm. We were flying at a speed
of about 270 kilometers per hour.. %en minutesiaficr the incident, we met an
8AS (Scandipavian Atirlines Systu) e !her&upcn, ve estimated the object’'s
speed at about three timss that of the DC-4. There seemed to be no flames or
sgmoke trail from the object. Since ve had the automatic pilot on, we had no
chance to thra quickly enough to see where the object went.”

m Defense Staff's short commnique on the incident read as follows:
"At 1457 hours on Thursday, the crev on 8 civilian comercial plane observed,
in the vicinity of Hissleholm, an unknown object which moved at a high speed
in a direction opposite to that of the plane. The object vas viewed for 6 to
7 seconds. At the time of the incident, there was clear weather at the alti-
tude at vhich the plane vas flying. - Because. of the-low cloud ceiling, the
object could not have been seen from the ground. Withi: the knowledge of the
Defenge Staff, there was no Swedish plane in-the area concerned zt the time of
the mident, Investigation continues.” i

. Reports of "flying -saucers”-have arisen in both Europe and Anezicl on

countless octasions i1 reeent T2ars but, mcsording to a statement.to Dagéns

Nybeter by a member of the dir Staff, these cbservatfons over .Skzapne can be. -
termed the clearest and most detailed vhich beretofore have been made regu.ding

. mysterious, nnknmm n.irerm.-(l) _ ) 3 S-
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Experts Say Object Was Daylight Meteorite o d

3 3 Both the Defense -Staff and the Air Staff were vorking reveruhly on e

, | Friday (18 December) to solve the mystery of ‘. ae “fiying lozenge.” They =~ - .

s . arrived at no definits result, dut the experts are mostly of the opinion "“'t. | 3

¢ ; that the observed cbject was a daylight meteorite. The possibility that 4t <
was a ballon or an unknown type of foreign aircraft is nof ruled out, how-:.’ :

ever. The theory of a meteorite was put forth by one of the persoms in .
Sweden best acquainted with the region, Bertil Lindoled of the cbservatory 1n :

" Lond.

] According to Lindblad, precisely in December the earth passes = svarm of
meteors kuown as the Geminids. The maximm occurred on 13 Decesber. Studies - :
of the meteors have shown that jJust at the time of day at vhich the object vas ) 3
geen -- about 1500 howrs «~- the meteors approaching the. earth at an angle. ;
of 3 degrees vhich means that their 'path is nearly parallel to the earth‘'s

surface. The direction of the meteors 1s from vorth to south.with'a aise-

placement of 17 degrees vhich also seems to agree with the cbservations made.

In space, meteors have a.speed of 36 kilometers per second, but the speed is .
reduced very greatly vhen they came into the vicinity of the earth. It has . . 2
not heretofore been possible to cbserve mcteors during the day so 1t is not . 3
known hov they look in daylight. When the earth passed the same metecor svarm
last year, -a lone meteor was observed some days after the svarm bad Alsap-
peared. That meteor wvas plainly a straggler. It wes observed at night,hov-
ever, and therefore gave off a weak, red glow. It fell also ut’ an'entirclr L
different angle since it vas a different time of day. N

28

.

‘ Captain XAllenius of the Defense Staff stated that other possidle ex-

; Pplanations of the phenomenon bave not béen written off by any means. To be-
sure, no Swedish balloons have been sent up, but propaganda and weather bal- 4
loons have been sent up from both Germany and Demmark. With the type-of wind 1

' and veather prevalling in recent days, it would have been possidble for a bal-. 3

» loon to have been driven over Sveden.. Captain Christiernsson and his mechanic;’
Olle Johansson, stated in their report that the speed of the object aypprodehed

¢ that of sound; however, there is great difficulty in Judging speeds of suddenly -

appearing objects, even for experienced observers. Captain KAllenius commented B .

thet 4f aballoan prior to its ohservation had somred %o a great lltitnﬂe, 1"' : 3

night have lost some of its gas, giving it a flat form. : - .

In soms yusxrters, Captain Christiernsson's report has been regu-ded as &

prank. The Defense Starf, however, does not consider it a praak. Christiernsson,

on returning from another flight to MalmB on Friday, gave heated assurances that

his report vas the absolute truth. He said, “To be gure, I-Joke.a bit, but one

does not jJoke about things like this. I saw something and reported my -observa-

tions. What 1t was, I do mot kmov. *(2)

Object Stated to Be Advertising Bauloon

The mysterious “flying J.ozenge over mnmmn was probabl.y nzither 'S ’ 1
meteor nor m robot weapon, it was more likely an advertising dallooh for.a '
Skazne perfume firm. The object was observed at 1500 on Thursday (17 December) . 1
and on the same day between 1200 end 1300, Director Bertil Dahlstrlam of MalmB
had been up at Asph'\lt on Linderodsaasen, some myrieameters south of ‘H!laleholn,
-t0 relesse 209 sdvertising ‘\allouns - LuEL 2

On Saturday evenming (19 Decen'ber) Dahlstr8m telephoned D__s_ggns ngeter'
Malmd office and said, “With all =ertainty, 1t is one of owr-balloons which the
flyers sav. . On Thursday-noon, we sent up over 300 balloons of varicus colors. E
Their sizes varied fram 15 to 30 centimeters in dlameter. According to vhat o 3
we knov from previous occasions, the dalloons ought to rise 1,000 meters and A

-
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maybe still) higher, depending on the weather. To each bslloon was attached an
advertisement card which the finder wvas to return to the firm in MalmB in ex-
change for e bottle of cologne. Some cards have slrasdy been returned from
finders vith addresses in Hissleholm, 80 Lt is clear that the balloons vere
driven by the preva.ﬂ.i.ug winds to the place vhere the flyers observed the nys-
terions lozenge." -

‘ As of Saturday mmng, the Air Staff 4id not know sbout the snn.ue bal—
loons. On the other hand, the Alr Staff had received a telephone eall from an-
other person in MalmB, radio technician Lundblsd. On the day before the ob-

* servation (16 Deeu:ber), he had gent up three weather balloons of a current
'model. The wird vas 80 strong and in such a direction that it is mot likely
that any of the three ballooms could have remained over Skaane. Heteoroloaical
balloons are from ) to 2 meters in dimets

Whether the perfume advertising balloons, which are considm'bly maller
thun meteorological balloons,could, through angles of refraction and radiation
of light, teke on the appearance and size which Captain Christiernsson reported
the object to be, 18 a guestion which camot be answered until detalled cal-
culations are made. Very-likely, composite photographs and other technignes
will be utilized to determine the matter. o -

No nev observations have been reported: during Saturdsy (19 Decber) > and
the experts are now vorking with the material which came in earlier. Telephone

. ealls have been received from & mumber of persons with nev theories, some-of
which will be tested. In the meantime, the balloon theory seems to have been
strengthened through the latest reports from Skaane.(3)
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