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Mchbutu Anncunces ty. In an eytemporancouv socech on

June 24, Presiden nt Mobuty 5?Hﬂunc&e that he intendecd tc submid £

a draft law to the Legislative Council pProviding amnes tv for

Zairian refugees living in 1e¢ohborlng countries. On June 27
7

the Council unani ‘mously approved the measure and ex+ enfaﬁ it

to includée rpolitical OYlSOP3~S in Zaire accuged of ! tacxlnq s
the security of the state." Accordin 1§ to Zairian radi .G, Mobutu %f/V
is expected to sigr the bill within the next few days. Opprosition
groups, in Paris and Brussels have already declared ths ¢ thev gdo

not intend to take advantage of the amnesty, (P“”PIDZRTILL,

hlnChasa 6603, June 24; UNCLASSIFILD FBIQ, June 27)

INR Commant The amn nesty, combined with other measures
that hooﬁ;5_253bunc on June 24, indicates a more forthcoming
attitude on hisg part toward pressures for reform. The amnesty
and the end of the emergency in Shaba also pave the way for

additicnal Steps to\.valc‘ improved relations between the Kinsha

t

(u

regime 'and Shaba. What rem ains to be Seen, however, is the
eytent to which Mobueu will, in fact, follow through. i
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Argentina

Human chts _Trends cs {INR

_ W_and d Anzlvsis), Argentina'g
hwnan” rights reeo*d in 1978

R s“me-BFﬁ?Bv“ment over the
1976-77 period, but conditions have cnaaq d little in the last
Six months, Serlous abuses still occur, despite reports of
efrforts by military ofJ‘CJaLS O curb I“DLUQJ“ counterterrori
activities, There is g casonzhle plo pPact for gradual Lut
significant improvewﬂ“* over the next yvear or 50, however. 1n
the meantime, the Atﬂen‘ﬂres will plobauiv Pursue a damage-
limiting strategy in their relations with the us
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In recent weeks, President Videla's government has taken
several noteworthy steps that arc designed primarily to defusec
human rights criticism during the OAS General Assembly
(June 21-30).

—=On June 20, the Inter-Zmerican Human Rights Commission
was invited to Pay a "special visit" +to investigate
"legal-judicial conditions."

—-President Videls is said to have informed an archbishop
on June 19 that 14 labor leaders would be released and
the cases of others reviewed.

--Alfredo Bravo, a well-known labor leader and rights
activist, returned homne on conditional liberty on
June 16 after 10 months in jail.

- ==Two restrictions on press freedom were rescinded on
June 5,

Impleméntation of well-timed human rights "concessions" has
been a consistent Argentine tactic over the past two years.

The prospects for gradual improvement during the coming
months will be enhanced by the continueg diminutior of the
terrorist threat and the likelihood that Videlsa and his fellow
moderates in the armed forces will consolidate their control
over the security forces. On the latter point, according to
unconfirmed reports from Argentine military sources, 50-60
Jjunior ang noncommissioned officers have been detained for
abuses during security operations, a number of others have been
reassigned, and over 400 policemen have beern disciplined in the
‘last 18 months. ‘We will be better able to assess the impact of
these steps after termination of the artificial environment
Ccreated by the Worlg Cup soccer competition (June 1-25), during
which the security apparatus has been treading very lightly.

Those favoring gracual human rights improvements will argue
that such a policy serves Argentina's domestic and international
interests.

~—Domestically, it will remove human rights considerations
as a divisive factor ang an inhibition on the military's

reconstruction plans.

——Intornationally, it will restore Argentina's tarnished
image, decreasc the Possibility of new political and
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