
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. 0-2016-16244 Doc No. C06305669 Date: 04/1 9/2U1 
7 0 • 

INR WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS  
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Rights Update (INR Review and Analysis). A number of new measures modifying the severely restrictive laws in force in Namibia have been adopted as part of the transition to independence. The country, however, still remains under an extensive system of repressive laws and regulations. 
On April 18, the South African Administrator General for Namibia issued a proclamation under which he assumed the broad powers of detention without trial formerly exercised directly by the South African administration under the South African Terrorism and Internal Security Acts. Detainees, however, are now given the possibility for appeal to a review committee, medical attention, assurance of notification of kin, and "as far as possible" the reasons for their detention. There appears to be no plan to review cases of persons already detained. Twelve SWAPO members, including three top leaders, were incarcerated under the new measure on April 24. 

Other changes that have provided some real progress in human rights include the repeal of the Immorality Proclama-tion and the Mixed Marriages Ordinance legalizing the considerable interracial mixing that is more prevalent in Namibia than in South Africa. With the abolition of the "pass laws" in October, Africans are no longer subject to involuntary removal from urban areas or to travel restrictions (except in "the operational area"). The contract labor system, however, still remains in force, and officials may decide whether or not an African can work in the white area. The homelands and urban authorities retain authority to impose their own pass requirements,and the relegation of Africans to segregated residential areas continues. (CONFIDENTIAL) 
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