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- California 'dO:depose'and state-the following:- 

- 1. In August 1973, I travelled to Argentina after 

having graduated fromthe University of California at Santa 

Cruz, where I majored in Latin -American studies. My intention 

in going to Argentina was to stay for about six months and 

possibly to attend the University of Buenos Aires for con-

tinuing ny studies-in Latin American_history.. I had met pre-

viously in Mexico a family'that lived in_Azul, in the ptbvince 

of BuenOs Aires. I contacted them and• found there wag7a 

possibilitv of getting a job teaching English in Azul. Since 

RELEASE IN FULL 

the University of Buenos Aires at that time was in turmoil, 

and in fact the rector of the University was being ousted, I 
_ decided to go to Azul, and there I got a job teaching English 

••• in a private institute. 

2. When I came to Azul in August 1973, Juan Domingo 

Peron was about to return to Argentina. The Argentine Govern-

ment-was then supporting soMe- social welfare programs 

which had been instituted in Azul as in other parts of the 

country. While I was teaching-  English classes in Azul, I came 

to know a number of young people, including Susana Pioli, now 

18 years old, Mirta Varela, 27 years old, Edith Stahelli de 

Frias, 25 years old, Osvaldo Gasparini, 22 years old, Ruben 

Piazza, 20 years old, Eduardo Gonzales, 29 years old, Eduardo 
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Grutsky, 18 years old, Juan Gonzales, 35 years old, and Julio 

Varela, 27 years old. I came to knoW these people *through the 

activities of a municipal cultural commission in Azul, of which 

Eduardo Gonzales was the director. 

3. At that time, several programs were being conducted 

in Azul to provide community services, community activities and 

cultural activities for adults and children. Some of those taking 

English classes were also engaged in the work of the cultUral 

-cemmission.--The purpose of the-community centers operated by 

the cultural commission wa-s to provide social services..which had 

not previously been made available, by'the governmen The aim 

of the government and its officials was that people who had not 

had access to cultural activity and to basic social services sugh 

as tutoring programs and legal aid should now benefit from them. 

-.The cultural commission and the community centers in-Azul were 

supported through government funding, were under the allspices of 

the rnunicipal government, and operated under the direction of 

the Mayor of Azul, with whom the- director of the cultural 

commission worked. The social prOgrams were directly related 

to the general activities of the municipal government.. I re-

call many times when we informed the government of an activity 

that we were about to carry out. so that official assistance 

would be available for the events contemplated. Throughout 

the summer of 1973 -- which is during the months of November, 

December, and January in Argentina -- these programs in fact 

were very much encouraged by the government. The federal 
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government policy was to support the programs, and it financed 
them, acting through the provincial- governmentsand then the 
coaty and city au-thorities. 

4. In 1973 and 1974, I continued to teach English, and 
on a volunteer basis I worked at one of the community centers. 
The nine people that I referred to earlier (see pages 1-2, supra) 
also worked at the commuriity centers. There were three suc'a 
-centers in Azul. Of the nine people I have mentioned, three were 
high school students or graduatesL several were workers at the .  
ceramic tile factory in Atul; two were-store clerks. We all 
worked at the centers on a volunteer.  basis. The centers that 
were operating under the government's auspices were providing 
services such. as voter registration, legal aid, tutoring prog lamSv  
and health care clinics. The centers also sought to have .muni-
cipal lighting installed where needed and tb hae sections of 
the barrios levelled to avoid seasonal flooding. One of the 
main Programs provided by the city and-  the cultural commission 
through the community centers was a series of children's 
activities, including field trips, puppet shows and other cul-
tural events for those living in the poorest sections-of Azul. 

5, In June 1974, after President Juan Peron's death, 
the attitude of city officials with whom we were in contact 
began to change gradually. slowly, funds that had been pre- 

. viously allotted for the programs of the community centers were 
reduced. For example, we began to notice that there was no. 

longer a readiness on the part of city officials to respond to • 
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our requests as they had done previously. When we asked for 

paint that they had given us before, they said they had run 

out Of it. Medical services that had been given to people 

free were now being charged for. The whole attitude - of the 

officials in charge of carrying put these programs appeared to 

be changing. HoWever, we never received word from the city 

officials or from the provincial or federal governments that 

the programs.were to stop. In fact, we continued to receive 

enough assistance:and materials to-conclude that we would be 

able to continue the programs, albeit on a reduced scale. 
:•••••• 

6. The nine people I have mentioned (see pages 1-2, supra) 

who-worked in the community centers were respected members of 

the Azul community. They had all attended.  school there. They:  

had their friends, their families in Azul. Their civic interest 

was exemplified in the community center activiti-es that they 

undertook, and they were widely admired for these activities. 

None of these people had had any encOunters with the law; none had 

ever been arrested. The work they carried'on in the community 

centers contributed to the social status and prestige they 

enjoyed in Azul. An example is Eduardo Gonzales who was the 

cultural commission director and whose father also had been 

deeply engaged in civic affairs. When I attended his father's 

funeral, all the principal city officials were present, and the 

family received expreSsions of condolence from several levels 

of government. .The three high school students whom I mentioned 

lived at home. Susana Pioli lived with her mother; her father ' 
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had died some time before; she was a third-year high school 

student planning to continue in school and possibly go on to 

;-college,--Another-student -Ruben-Plazzai-had-gradilated -from one 

of the local high schools and had attended medical school in 

La Plata during one semester; he was in Azul on a vacation from 

the medical school. Eduardo Grutsky was a high school student; 

he iived with his parents,-  having lived in Azul for most o-f 

life where his father was a businessman. Mirta ancl 

Varela were married; they were bothfrom Azul. Julio Varel;.,  

was well known in the Azurcommunity, his father havinVbeen 

'one of the all-time football heroes, as was the son. son 

was also active in Catholic Church-ac ivities. Juan Gonzales 

.was from one of the barrios where a community service.center was. 

located; he had long been involved'in community. service programs. 

Ale had also worked on a housing project. Eduardo Gonzales is 

married and has two children, a little boy and a littlegirl. 

Osvaldo Gasparini had graduated from one of the Azul high 

schools,and he had continued his studies in La Plata. 'He was 

back .in Azul working as a store clerk. Osvaldo Gasparini under-

went heart surgery in October 1974 and was thereafter in pre-

cariotis health. Edith Stahelli de Frias was a store clerk; her 

family had land and cattle in the outskirts of Azul. She also 

had teaching credentials. She was married and,was three-months 

pregnant in November 1974. 

7. Early in November 1974 I was preparing to depart from 

Argentina and rettirn to the United States. I wanted to see about 
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entering graduate school in the United States,so I was getting 

ready to say goodbye to my friends in Azul. The ctivities in 

the- community centers had continued up to that point with 

regularity, but, of course, at a reduced level because of the 
financial cutbacks reported previously. There had been no 
events to make us think that anything out of the ordinary was 
going to happen. We decided to have a party which was in a way 

"to say goodbye to each other. We arranged a barbecue at the 
house of one of the families engaged7in community center work. 
This was the Piazza family. The barbecue began durin.lthe day 
of. November 10. Barhecues in Argentina are somewhat of a whole-
day affair, with people coming in and out. The meat is laid out 

- - and cooked; there are- drinks alad salads; it. is an informal 

.gathering where one comes and goes and has different meals during 
the day. We were at the house for most of the afternoon listening 

. to music and enjoying ourselves. 

8. About 9:30 in the evening people started to leave. 
It w s between 9:30 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. that I left together with 
Eduardo Gonzales; we were planning to walk downtown.. We stepped 
out of the house and crossed the street. An unidentified cai-

pulled.in front of us, and a man got out'and he said that we had 
to accompany hith for questioning. We asked him why, and he did 
not answer. He took my purse away, and he said we had to go in 

the car with him. He pulled a gun out and pointed it at us and 
said we had to do 'what he told us to do. We went into the car. 

On approaching us, he had identified himself as a policeman and 

showed us a badge very. fast before putting it away. He pointed 
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the gun at us, so we climbed into the car. He kept pointing the 

gun at us and.  said ,if we moved or said anything he was going tc 

shoot us. Another friend, walked out of the 

house, somewhat behind us, and he also was apprehended at that 

point and put in the same car. 

9. Then the three of us were driven to the police station, 

which was not very far from where the party had been. We were 

taken into the police station and stood up against a long wall 

with our hands against the wall and -our feet spread out. We were 

not allowed to speak to each other at all or even to turn our 

heads to look at each other. As. we were held against the wall, I 

learned from. the sounds that other people, at the barbecue had been 

arrested while they were goirt home, and a cuple of peóple 

they were still. in the house. That same night, a couple of other 

peOple, Susana Pioli being one of them, were arr-ested. She had 

not- been at the party but had been arrested later at her home. 

The following day still other people were brought into the police 

station for questioning. They Were people•who had been working 

at the community service centers. 8ome were released. 

.10. In the police station, we spent most .of tnat night 

and the following day with our hands against the wall and with 

our feet spread out. We were not allowed to look in any other 

direction except straight at the wall. In the early morning 

hours of November 11, I was taken to a room, with my hands tied 

behind my back„and a cloth bag was put over my head and tied. 

was told to sit in a corner and stay there, not move, and not • 
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talk to anyone. I could tell there were other people in the 
same situation that I was by.the sh-awdows cast by their figuree,. 

11. 'During the day of November 11, I was interrogated 
police officers. They identified themselves %as police officer. 
They said they knew:that I had killed police officers, and that 
I had been involVed in bombings of police stations, and that it 
.was best for me to admit these crimes otherwise terrible things 
.would'happeg to me. Then I was beaten with blows from their 
fists and kicked between the legs.- - Both the polioe officer :who 
was speaking and others aiound him beat me with their fists, 
kicked me, and hit me on the head and'on all parts of my body. 

.The'accusations included my having killed the chief of police 
who had been. killed in Buenos,Aires. In fact, I had not been - 
in Buenos Aires for three months previous to theLarrest. When 
I was being interrogated, the police said if I ..ave a no answer 
I was sure to be hit. So, when they asked, me, did you do it, 
and I said no, I was immediately smashed against the wall by one 
of the people in the room. 

12. After this phase of the interrogation, I was put 
into the same room with.sote of the other people with ZAThom I was 
arrested. We were woken up iri the middle of the night (November 
11-12) by a group of people whom I could not see, but believed to 
bethe same police officers in the police station. They beat us, 
kicked us, and dragged me by the hair. The ,others in the room 

were Eduardo Gonzales, Ruben Piazza, and Julio Varela. During 
this time, there was no real interrogation; the Process was 
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mainly accusations, and then we were all beaten and kicked, 

and I was dragged across the floor 11)y someone who. grabbed my 

hair. I was.kicked in the chest and between the legs several 

times. Then we were left in the same room. 
• 

13. On the morning of November 13, r was taken to a 

rdom by myself, to what looked - like an office. I believe there 

were at least three men there; at least I was spoken to by three 

men: There 14ight have been other people present but I was not 

able to see because at this poirit they had put adhesivetaPe 

over my eyes down to the tip of my nose. I was seated on a chair 

with mY hands tied behind my back and they informed me that the 

. serious interrogation was going to take place at th.is point and 

that I was better off to respotld adequately. They then again 

_asked me about the activities that I was 'supposedly involved ul 

-- the killing of the police chief in Buenos Aires and they related 
ft it to the activities that we carried on in the community centers. 

Next, they applied to me electric shocks while I- was fully-

clothed; they applied it to my arms and my face, to My lips and 

my head. At that point I wa -threatened with very, very horrible 

things that were going to happen to me if I did not answer 

adequately. I later found out in prison that the people who 

were next door heard me screaming during the subsequent torture 

and began to ask what was happening, so the police officers 

turned the radio up very loud so that my screams should not be 

heard. 
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14. They threatened me with gang rape, and they 

*threatened me with killing and,throwing_me,in a ditch some 

place. They said they cOuld get rid of me and no one would 

ever find out what happened to me; they could say that I tried 

to escape, that in fact I had escaped, and that they didn't 

know where I was. They gave proof that they were able and 

willing to do this by beating me and by anplyinq further 

electric shocks. They said that they could appiy the electric. 

shocks for so long that I would be unable to bear children, 

. that I would go crazy, that they would burn my whc)lecoody up 

.with the electric shocks. That went on for a couple of hours 

: right there in that. office, and then they stop:led. They said. 

they_would get to me later. 

15. Hardly an hour later I was then taken to an up- 

stairs room. This was still in the police s.tation; I had ft 

already been upstairs before then to be examined by a doctor. 

Everyone else was also examined by a doctor, I was asked at 

that time if I suffered any_heart ailments, and I said I did 

because i thought that they would take that into consideration. 

I told them that I did have a weak heart. 

16. When I was taken vpstairs, my eyes were _covered 

so I did not know exactly what room I was, in. I was taken 

into several rooms before I was finally deposited into one room. 

I was sat down on what seemed to me to be a* bed. They took all 

my clothes off, and then they strapped me to the bed. They 
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tied me spread-eagle fashion. They tied both of my wrists to 

the bedpost and both of my ankles ta the bedpost:  'I heard at 

least five or. six different voices, and I could sense that 

there were several people in the room. The radio was on very 

loud and they seemito be plugging and unplugging things con-

stantly.. Then they proceeded .to apply the electric shocs 

throughout my body. On mY head, on my eyes, on top of the 

adhesive tape, on my nipples, vulva, vagina, the joints of my 

legs, and my fing6rs and. My toes, and at one point they stpped 

and asked me if I would rather be raped; they asked what I 

preferred, whether I preferred to be.given the electric.shocks 

or. to be raped. I told them I din't want either. • At one 

time they went through the mn±ions of preparing to rape-me, 

but in fact they did not. I was given the electric shock • 

treatment first tied up with my head facing up, _Then they un- 

.tied me, put me face down, and proceeded to apply the tlectric 

shocks in that position also. I became numb and was very hazy.. 

I believe it went on for a few hours, two or three hours; I 

lost sense of time. Later, trying to reconstruct the period 

of time frcm how long people heard me sCream, we concItded that 

it was two to three hours. My joints were numb completely. and 

I had lost all sense of time and place by the end of the torture 

They stopped and told me to put my clothes on, which I could 

not do by myself, so one of them helped me put my clothes on. 

I was taken then_to another room, where I was left tied up to 

a chair. I was left there the remainder of that day and that night. 
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17. .It was not until the following morning (November 14) 

that:I was taken dOwnstairs and 
the adhesive"tape was taken off. 

They then informed us that we were going to be taken to the 

prison that afternoon. Later that morning, Judge Ilopolito, of 

the federal district court in Azul visited the police station. 

He asked me if I had been mistreated, and I told him I had been. 

He said he would ask for a doctor's examination of me, and I was 

taken into a room by the same doctor who was the police doctor 

and who had examined us before the. torture, This doctor looked 

at my face and at my stomach, and said "you don't have any signs 

of torture." He immediately went out cf the room and said, "this 

woman is lying she does not have any signs of torture," He 
; - 

told the Judge this. 

18. Later that day, all ten of us were taken to Azul=prison, 

Unit 7. Before we were transported to the prison, one of the police 
ft 

officers read to me a statement that stated-generally my per-

sonal data such as name, place of birth, and nationality. This 

was done also to the other people who had been arrested. I was 

forced to sign the statement by another police officer who held 

a gun pointed at my head. Upon arriving at the prisoi-7., I was 

immeaiately asked by the receiving penal' officer whether I was 

the one that had been tortured with electric shocks. -  I said 

yes, and he said well, "we have to have an examination.right 

away." A male nurse came to examine me. He said that he did 

not want to make a statement, that he wanted the doctor to. 

exaMine me, the official prison doctor. So then the doctcr came, 
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and it was at that time that I first saw all the marks that I 

had on my body. The doctor proceeded to describe them and. 

entmerate them in the prison record. The prison officials 

evidently feared being held responsible for.What hadbeen done 

to me at the police station, thinking I might claim later that 

they had done it at the prison. So they took note of and record-

ed all the bruises and burnS and in general the condition that I 

- arrived in, there is a medical record of that at the prison. 

19. Because I didnot have-ciirect relatives,who could 

visit me, i did not have visiting hours for a period of almost 

four weeks. I was not able to communicate with the men who were 

arrested at and after the party on November 10. The women and 

I were put in the same cell. learned that they had been 

subjected to very much the same treatment at the-police station 

-- beating, kicking, dragging by the hair, and constant verbal 

and physical harassment by th?police officers. They related to 

me that they had been subjected to the same threats of rape a d 

threats of being killed if they did not -an8wer adequately the 

questions that were being put to them. 

.20. On arrival at the prison, we were in depldtable 

condition in view of what had been done to us at the police 

station, the fact that we had had nothing to eat since November 10, 

and that we had been bound with nylon ropes.- We had 12ruises from 

the ropeson our wrists and ankles. Since we had been lying on 

the floor for four nights and four days, with no blankets,.we 

were very stiff and very weak, especially the woman who was three- 
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months pregnant. She was suffering additionally from an anemic 

!, H T -condition- Althougil I was not in direct contact With the men 

because I was denied visiting privileges, relatives of the othef 

women told'me the men had been beaten. Eduardo Gonzales, even 

four weeks after the arrest (which was the first time I was per- 

mitted to see him), still showed very large bruises on his face 

and, in fact, the official picture that was taken of him by the 

prison authoities clearly shows this condition. I was able to 

see this photograph when we were taken to see the director of 

the prison as he had it posted along with pictures ot_all the 

other prisoners. I was not able to talk in private with the mell 

until several weeks after the arrest because prison officials 

were always present. However, the six men-were abie to convey- 

to me that they had been subjected to he same abusive treatment 

and torture that I had undergone. Osvaldo caspftrini, who had had 

heart surgery not long before the arrests, was in particulariy 

poor physical condition. He was subjected to blows directly to 

the scar of the operation and this action has had very adverse 

effects on him. All of the six men were beaten, kicked and 

severely bruised by the police officers, and they were con- 

stantly threatened with being killed and were subjected ta 

electric shock. 

21. At the prison, I and the other three womerl who were 

arrested with me, together with others, were housed in a single 

cell. There were 17 of us at one time in the cell. Part of our celi 
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was a bathroom with one cold-watershower. The cell had one 

:- window for ventilation. One of the wOrst things about our cell 

was that it was directly under the men's bathroom 
which was 

located on the second floor. A sewer pipe from that bathroom 

was constantly leaking urine and feces. We had continually to 

clean the walls of our ceil; when we asked the pr
ison authorities 

'to fix the sewer pipe they refused, saying it would
 take too 

much money and time. They said we could just keep cleaning up 

- - 
the sewage. We were housed in that single cell with very litt

le 

ventilation. The prison was not heated, and there were strict 

quotas on the amounts of clothing and blankets 
that we were per-

, 

mitted to have. During the winter, the temperature would go 

nct provided with adequate 

heating or adequate clothing. As a result, several of us suf-fered 

frostbite of our hands and feet. - Susana Pioli, Nlirta Varela 

and I complained about the situation, but our r
equests for 

additional blankets and clothing and better met
hods of heating 

the cell were in vain. 

22. Edith Stahelli de Frias, the woman who wa
s three- 

months. pregnant when arrested, was due to giv
e birth to her 

child in May. The prison officials ignored our requests 
on be- 

half of Edith for medical care. They waited until.the last 

minute -- when we she was already in labor 
-- to take her to 

the hospital. They brought both her and her baby back
 to the 

prison within'three hours of the birth. She received no post- 

natal care and, in fact, Edith arrived ba
ck at the prison still 
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unconscious froM the anesthesia. We took the baby and waited _ . 
for the mother to recover. Edith an'd her baby were allowed to 
stay in a seParate Cell forifeii-Weeks. This was at our 
request, to protect the baby from infections through.living in 
the same cell with. 16 adults. For six months, the mother 
experienced bleeding and became progressively weaker. She 
fainted several times befOre she was finally taken to the 
-hospital, where it was discovered that she still carried part 
of-the placenta in- her uterus 'aJdangerous condition that 
could have caused a fatal infection. Later the mother and baby 
Iliere forced to lodge in the common cell with the rest of us 
becajlse of a regulation requiring political prisoners be kept 
apart frorn non-political prisoners- 

23. The food provided for the political prisoners was 
basically bread, some vegetables, and some meat.- The baby was 
not given any special treatment or food. Edith had to jet 
everything she needed from her relatives. This included vitamins, 
certain vegetables, cheese and fruit the baby needed. We asked 
about examinations and .shots-  for the - baby;'-the prison officials 
delayed and often ignored the requests totally. 

24. The six men (s.ee pages 1-2, supra) were housed in a 
solitary confinement row in individual cells. OsvaldoGaspirini, 
who had had the heart operation, was left alone in a cell. He 

had a number of heart seizures in which he lost consciousness; the 
prison guards would often. go by, ignoring him. Later they would 
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sometimes -- but not always -- bring doctors to see him. The 

doctors would give him a couple of pills to make him sleep and 

that would be the end of the doctors' efforts. 

25.,  The women, including myself, were allowed-to go out 

onto a small patio in the morning and in the afternoon for up 

to a period of two hours in the morning and in the afternoon. 

We were also permitted to go outside to hang up our clothes after 

washing them"— something the men could not do. The men had to 

hang their clothes inside their ce1:1S. The men, at first, were 

also allowed to exercise outside daily for two hours. Until 

December 31, 1975, we were allowed to receive books, magazines, 

• 
newspapers and to write letters without restrictions, except that 

we:knew our•letters were read--hy prison officials. Butthere 

was nib restriction on the number of letters sent and received. 

26. Some time after we were arrested, a -lawyer who had 

been contacted by one of the relatives camp .to see us. ':We saw 

him but once, and we later learned that owing to pressure ft-0m 

government officials he withdrew from our Case. 

27. I.was summonedwith Mirta Varela in December 1974 to 

the.chambers of Judge Ippolito where we gave statements 
separately. 

My statement was given to the Judge's secretary; the Judge 
was not 

present. He only came into the room once to ask me on which 

day I had been tortured. He made no further.inquiries. After 

giving the statement in which I told about my torture, a differ-

ent statement was read to me. After the formal complaint of 

torture was filed, I was returned to the prison. 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. 0-2016-16244 Doc No. C06306053 Date: 04/19/2017 



UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case Na 0-2016-16244 Doc No. C06306053 Date: 04/19/2017 

28. On December 31, 1974, the Judge's secretary came 

to the prison and read us the Judge's decision which stated we 

were to remain in preventive custody. The secretary also read 

the charges against us. The charges under which we were held 

involved violations of Articles 1 and 2 of the Argentine 

Security Law, Law No. 20.840. The charges made by the police 

.were that they found subversive written material and weapons in 

the house wheYe we held the barbecue. The weapons and material 

that the police claimed tofind in tHe house were not produced 

until three days after our arrest. A11 the people at the party, 

including the people who owned the house, said that these things 

were not in the house. The secretary of the Judge then proceed-

ed .to inform us that we were 2.-"ting detained so that investigatien 

could be conducted of the aforementioned charges, At the time we 

were read the statement, identical charges were dismissed as to 

* 
four other people arrested along with me in November. However, 

because the state of siege had been imposed, they continued to 

be held under the Executive Power Law. The four people were 

Susana Pioli, Pedro Frias , Teresa Frias , and Argentino Gonzalez 

Gonza,les. Three of these people have now been released; one r
emains 

in Arg.entina and two were allowed to leave the country under a 

constitutional law that allows political prisoners without any 

charges the option to leave Argentina. Susana Pioli is still 

detained without any charges, because at the time of her arrest 

she was a minor-, and therefore was not allowed to make the choice 
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of leaving Argentina. She continues o be in prison without 

any charges to this day. 

29. After the statement by' the Judge's secretary was 

read to us, we proceeded to get another lawyer. With the assis-

tance of relatives of one of the prisoners, we retained Dr. 

Perez Abraham, of Azul. 

30. In May. 1975, I was visited by a lawyer from the 

United States, Leonard Weinglass, and Edward. McCaughan, __friend 

from the committee which had worked to free me. They discred 

that the federal prosecutor had yet to file formal char'ge:3 against 

-us, but the two were informed that the Judge would set"tence us in 

July. July was the date set becatise it.was eight months after 

our arrest; if we were to be sentenced at'all, we would receive - 

the minimum sntence. In this event, we would.legally be eligible 

-for parole. The Judge had ano given us this explanation on 

Trevious occasions. HoweVer, we were not sen.tenced in July, for 

several reasons which were later conveyed to-us by relatives of 

' other prisoners. First, there were several strikes by government 

workers. In addition, the Judge received serious_threats. He 

received a picture of his daughter with a letter encouraging him 

to make the "right7 decision in this case. As a consequence, the 

Judge -took a month's vacation in July and August. Thus,*sentenc-

ing was delayed until September 1975 -- ten months after we had 

been arrested. The procedure consisted of the.filing of-charges 

by the prosecutor, the defense lawyer presenting our-case in 

writing, and the JUdge reviewing the evidence . before passing - 
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'sentence. There was no trial and no, direct or cross-examinatien 

there was no appearance by the defendants before the Judge. 

The Judge gave each of us a three-year sentence.. After passi (1" 

sentence, the' Judge resigned immediately. 

31— After being informed of the sentence, all nine of 

us (excluding Susana Pioli who had no charges pending against 

her) decided to appeal our sentence to the appellate court in La 

Plata, which is also in the province of Buenos Aires. Throughout 

the proceedings of the case even before sentencing, our lawyer, 

Perez Abraham, was the victim of thx:eatening letters, and before 

the sentence was passed, his house was bombed. We came to realize 

that because of these threats and attacks, his representation of 

us 1fad become perfunctOry and pro forma, So after the decision to 

appeal, we relieved hin from ,Zurther responsibility in our case. 

We did not retain another lawyer. We were informed that a public 

defender in La Plata had been assigned to our appeal, but we 

never saw nor heard from him. After. filing „the appeal, we did 

not receive any reply during the six months that followed. 

32. During that period of six mon'th's, conditions at the 

prisbn changed for the worse. In December 1975 we were informed 

that the military were assuming complete control of th prison 

with special attention to political prisoners. We were also 

informed-of new regulations which restricted visiting-hours to 

only a half hour on Saturdays and a half hour on Sundays, whereas 

previously we had two hours on each of those days. They also 

restricted the a:Mount of recreation time toeone hour per day. 
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They limited the amount of reading material to one book per 

person per week, plus one newspaper and one magazine a week. 

Finally, visiting privileges were restricted to parents, spouses, 

and children only, whereas before other relatives could visit 

the prisoners. 

33. On March 27, 1976,* three days after the military coup 

in Argentina, I was in my cell with the rest of the women political 

prisoners when a female guard and a military officer came in and 

told me to get dressed. I asked them where they were taking me, 

but they did not reply. They merely said I had to go with them. 

I got dressed and went with them to that part of the women's 

" section of the priSon where the solitary Confinement cells are 

located. I was put .in one of'-the celis with nothing but- a cot - 

to sit on and ordered to wait. I waited. about four-or-five hours 

until four or five military officers came to get-me. By that 

time they had told the women in the cell to pack my things 

as I was leaving. Again, they did not inform them where I was 

to go. I took my personal effects and was led outside the 

prison. Here, I was given my documents (my passport and.other 

identification papers that had been kept.in the prison-office), 

and I'signed some papers. I %:ias then taken,handeuffed and. 

heavily guarded, in a paddy-wagon to a small airfield on the 

outskirts of Azul near the prison. There we .waited untii a 

small plane landed. Five men came out of the plane, one of them 

came to the paddy-wagon, took my handcuffs off, put new ones on, 

took all of my things to the plane, took me te the plane, seated 
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me, and proceeded to lock my handcuffs to a chain -attached to 

the floor. 

34. Throughout the trip, the men refused to answer any 

of my inquiries. We landed in Buenos Aires at an airfield which 

I believe belongs to the air force. It was not the international 

commercial airpert in Buenos Aires. From this field, I 

driven to a large prison in Buenos Aires, to Villa de Voto. 

There, I was registered after an argument among theguard!s 

whether they should register me or ngt. At this point, 17)came 

very scared because I didli't know whether they were trI:ing to get 

. rid of me. They finally registered Me and then took me to the' 

'secopd-floor of the prison. There-were-women prisoners on the 

first floor, .but I was taken to a completely empty second flobr.-. 

I sPent that evening there in a large empty cell with only a cot 

and a couple of blankets. I was still not told where I was being 

taken or what was happening to Toe, so I believed that I,was being 

transferred to that prison. The following morning there was—a. 

change of guards, but the new guards also did not. know what was 

happening, or they would not tell me- 

35. I spent the entire day in that cell until the evening, 

at which time I. was taken out-by a different route from that by 

which I had come into the prison, through the back. They put my 

things in a station-wagon and I was handcuffed to a prison authority. 

I was taken in that station-wagon which was led by another car 

with a couple of.men pointing machine guns at people so that they 

would give way to our caravan. We were taken to the airport, and 

there I was met by United States Embassy officials. 
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36. They told me I was going home and asked me if I 

would object to a medical examination, which I did not object 

I was-examined-by an Argentine doctor and asked to sign an 

affidavit in front of the Embassy official in which L stated 

that immediately prior to my release I had not been harassed 

or in any way phS7sically abused by any authority. I signed the 

paper. One of the Embassy officials then told me that I was 

*being released under a special law providing for the explusion 

of foreigners who ,,iere in governmecustody. 

37. I was put on a plane and flown directly to New York, 

-and from there I proceeded to California. I was taken from Azul 

on -tile afternoon of March 26, 1976, -spent that night in Buenos 

Aires, and then on the 27th iM-the early evening I was flown frbm 

Buenos Aires to New York and'arr-ived in New York-on the morning 

of'the. 28th. 

38. Since my reiease, I have learnedj_n letters from 

relatives that the sentence has been confirmed for the people who 

were arrested with me and who' had filed the appeai. Susana Pioli, 

the woman who was in prison without any charges, remains in 

prisop. , I have also learned from relatives of those people in 

prison and from ietters directly from the men that prison ton-

ditions have gotten much worse since I left. It has evidently 

become a consistent practice to treat political prisoners worse 

than common prisoners. I observed this before leaving Azul, and 

news that I have received from the prisonerS' relatives confirms 

that the practice has worsened°. Non-political prisoners, for 
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example, get more visiting hours -with relatives; they are allowed 

to write more often; and they are allowed to receive food and 

other articles from relatives. mhis*is specificlly the case in 

the Azul priSan. Through letters from relatives and from the 

men themselves, I have learned that protein and vitamin deficiencies 

are such that Ruben Piazza has suffered loss of hair and loss of 

teeth. The man who had the heart operation, Osvaldo Gaspirini, is 

in especially bad shape. His family has. been trying to get a 

court order to have him transferred back. to Azul prison since his 

doctor is in Azul and it would be eaSier for him to get medical 

attention there. (the men prisoners were transferred from Azul 

prison to Sierra Chica in June , 1975. To the best of 

• my knowledge, they remain there today.) When relatives have' ' 

complained about thesituation they have been harassed and 

threatened. The relatives s&metimes have taken yitamins to the 

prisoners but the latter have never received,thern. The nine are 

not allowed any sort of food supplement to-their diets. In the 

case of Susana Pioli, her mother has made many trips to Buenos 

Aires to try to secure her release, but to no avail. The govern- _ 

ment'officials have also denied Susana. the option to leave the 

country., 

39. All the nine people who remain in prison_have been 

losing weight as a result of a deficient diet, and the' situation 

of the baby and her mother continues to be serious as now the 

diet from the prison which is totally inadequate cannot be supple-

mented by the food that relatives were previously allowed to bring 

in. My information concerning the prison and health conditions 

of the six men comes from letters I have received from their rel- 

atives. 
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40. After having filed for parole, the nine people still 

in prison have'concluded that they haVe no other recourse 
to 

alleviate their.  situation, given the internal situation in Argen- 
, 

tina. No one has been able to suggest to them any further steps 

that they could take in Argentina to secure their release. 

/ /1 

/OLGA TALAn_:TTE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF ss. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this /)--- d y of 

, 1976.    

/ 

//' //'N  

7 

C 

 

 

Notary Public- 

My Commission expires: 

... • . 

r......„0„.....„"...„,..,,,,,,,,...„.......,..„....  
4„7„.  „.....„„oriquALsLA..2.2 ,,,, 

.-,. :,1'..\ G. 0;,,:- , : '', —) 
,
,i_ 

11": 7-;--•- : .i1-4):':; N-1.̂'T'AR'f PliJ.. i..1C-CT,LIF-• -;"\l'^ V 
t,!,.....!:..,..;;;;" E;;;N Fi-•,1., ,-- -C.  CO'i..i'i\,"T'sf ,,,'," L 

`'-'; My Corrimis;.o.;i Lxp'irc.'s Feb.26.197/ V : 
...---,e-----e-,..--,....-G- V, -7.--............e.,....---.7,77--,—.7.4. 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. 0-2016-16244 Doc No. C06306053 Date: 04/19/2017 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25

