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R ' AFFIDAVIT OF OLGA TALAMANTE

I, Olga Talamar;te, of -EO'Gave'lin Court, Gilroy,

“it - california | d0- depose and ~state the foliowing:~w~‘ww~“

IRELEASE IN FULL|

1. ’In Aﬁguét 1973, I travelled to Argentina after
having graduated from the Universify of California at Santa
Cruz, where I majoréd in Latin ‘American studies. My intention
in gciné tovArgehﬁina Qas fo stéy for about six ﬁonths and
Fossibly to attend the University of Buenos Aires for con-

Mvtinuing my sﬁudies-in Latin Americép_history., I had met pre-
vicusly in Mexico a familyéthat lived in Azul, in the province
of Buenos Aires. I contacted tﬁem ana-found there waf~a
possibility of getting a job teaching Enéiish in Azul. 3ince
the Universiﬁy of Buenos Aires at thdt time was in turmoil,

and in fact the rector of the University was being custed, I

\decided‘to go to Azul, and there T got a job teaching English
. - . .
in a private institute. : .

2. When I came to Azul inkAugust 1973, Juan'Domingo

-

‘Peron was about to return to Argentina. 'ThD'Argentine'Govern—
ment was then supportlng some- social welfare programs

whlch had been instituted in Azul as in other parts of the

-
-

country. ‘While I was teaching English classes in Azul, I came
to Lnow a number of young peop1e, including Susana Dloll, now
18 years old Mirta Varela, 27 years old, Edith Stahelli de

Frias, 25 years old, Osvaldo Gasparini, 22 years old, Ruben

Piazza, 20 years o0ld, Eduardo Gonzales, 29 years old, Eduardo
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Grutsky, 18 Years old, Juan Gonzales,"BS years old,_and Juiio
f;% Varela, 27 years old. I came to knoh-these people‘through'the
%;;,,agtigitiesrdf‘a municipal cuitural commission in Azul, of whichmmwwwmm%ﬁ

Edtardo Gonzeles wes the director. . ‘ |

3. At that time, several programs were being conducted

in Azul to prov1de‘commun1ty serV1ces, communlty act1v1t1es and
cultural activities for adults and chlldren. Some of tho e taklng
-English classes were also engagea in the ‘work of the cultural X
.comm;sslon.- The purpose of the-community centers operated by

the cultural commission was to provide social services.which had

not prev1ously been made avallable by the governmen:a~ The aim

of the gOVerﬁment and its- off1c1als was that peopie who had not

had access to cultura1 act1v1tv and to ba51c social serV1ces such
. oW
as tutoring programs and legal "aid should now benefit from them.

- The cultural commission and the community centers in-~Azul were

>

supported through government.funding, were under the aﬁspipes of

- the municipal government, and'opefated' under the direction of o

‘the Mayor of Azul, with whom the- dlrector of the cultural
commlsslen worked. The soc;al programs were_dlrectly related
to the general activities of the municipal goyerhment.. I re-
call many times when we infofmed the government of an ;ctivity
“that me were about to carry Qut.so that official assistance
would be available for the events contemplated. Throughout
the summer of 1973 -~ which is during the months of November,
December, and January in Argentina -- these programs in fact

-

were very much encouraged by the government. The federal
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éovernment policy was to suppert the programs, and it financed
:5 them, acting through the provinciaijgovernments.and then the
“codhty and'éity suthorities. i e e
4. In11973 andA1974, I continued to teach English, and
.on a volunteer basis I worked at one of the comnunity centers.
The nine people that I referred to earlier (see bages 1-2, supra)
also worked at the community centers. There were three sucn

_ , X
-centers in Azul. Of the nine people I have menti ioned, thras were

2

high school students or graduates;_several were workers at the
ceramic tile factory in Azul; two were-store clerks. wWe all

worked at the centers on a volunteer basis. The ceiiters that
were operating under the government's anSpices were providing
services such as voter regist{ation, legal aid, tutoring prog:am%f
and health care clinics. The centers also souqht to have munt
cipal llgntlng installed where needed and to have sectloaa of
the barrlos levelled to avoid seasonal floodlng. One cf the
main prograns prov14 d by the city and the cultural commission
vthrough the community centers was a series of children's |
activities, 1nclud1ng fleld'trlps, puppet shows and other cul-
‘tural events for those llVlng in the poorest sectlons.of Azul.
; 5. In June 1974, after President Juan Peron's death,
the attltude of city off1c1als with whom we were in contact
began to change gradually. Slowly, funds that had been pre-
Vlously allotted for the programs of the communlty centers were
reduced. For example, we began to notice that there was no.

-

longer a readiness on the part of city officials to respond to -

.....
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our requeéts as they had done previously. When we asked for .

i
e
Fa
1
H

paint thét they had given uslbefore}{ﬁhey said they had run
6ut”bf.it; ﬁédical services that had been given to people
free were now being charged for.. The whole,;ttitude'of the
officials in charge of carrying out these programs appeared to
be changing. HoWevér, we never redeived word from the city -
officials or from the prOQincial or federal governments that
‘the progfams;were to stop. In fact, we continued to receive
enough assistance ‘and materials to-cbncludelthat ﬁe would be

- ! - -

able to continue the programs, albeit on a reduced scale.

" 6. The nine people I have mentloned (see pag;; 1-2, supra)
who*worked 1n the commun1+y center; were respected members of
the Azul communlty. They had alil attenaed schocl there. They. v
had their friends, their families in AZul. Their civic intgq@st
was exemplified in the community center activities that they
- S ,
undertook, and they were widely admired for these actiQ&tiéS.
| None of these people had had any encbunters with the law; none haé N
ever been arrested. The work they carriéd on in the communlty
ceﬁters contributed to the soc1al status and estlge they
énjoxed'in Azﬁl. An example is Eduaréo Gonzales who was»the
cultural commission director énd whoée father also had been
deeply engaged in civic affairs. When I attended his father's
funeral, all the principal city officials were present, and the
familyrreceivéd expressions of condolence from several levels

of government. . The three high school students whom I mentioned

lived at home. Susana Pioli lived with her mother; her father
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had died some tlme before, she was a thlrd—year hlgh school

‘student plannlng to contlnue in school and p0551b1y go on to

i

vicolleg Another student, Ruben Plazza, had graduated ‘from one -
of the local hlgh schools and had attended medical school in -

La Plata durlng one eemester; he was in Azul on alvacation from
the medical school. Eduardo Grutsky was a high school student;

nis

E

=i
]

he lived with his parents, having lived in Azul for most oi
life where his father was a businessman. Mirta Varela and Julio °

-

Varela were married; they were both from Azul. Julio Varsl

m

w

was well known in the Azul community, his father havin ng ‘ba=n
‘one of the all-time football heroes, as was the son. “Whe son
was also active in Cathollc Churcb*ac+1v1t1es. Juan Gonzales

-was from one of the barrios where a community service center was
~. s

located; he had leng been involved in communlty,service programs.

" He had also worked on a housing project. Eduardo Gonzales is
‘married and has two children, a little boy and a little ~girl.

~. -

-Osvaido Gasparini had graduated from one of the Azul high ~
eobools,and he had continued his studies in La Plata. 'He was
back.ih Azul working as a store clerk. 6evaldo Casparini onder—
went heart surgery in Ootober 1974 and was thereafter %p pre-
carioﬁs health. Edith Stahelli de Frias was a store clerk; her
family‘had landband cattle in the outskibts of Azul. She also
had teecbing credentials. She.was married and was three—months
4pregnent in November 1974. ‘ )

7. Early in November 1974 I was preparlng to depart from

Argentina and return to the United States. I wanted to see about
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entering graduate scbool in thebUnited States so £IWas gettinc
readi tO’say goodbye to my friends iﬁ Azul. The act1v1t1es 1n_
‘the communlty centers had contlnuec up to that point w1th -
regularity, but, of course, at a reduced level because of the
financial cutbacks reported previously. There had been no
events to make us think that anythlng out of the ordlnary was
golng to happen We dec1ded to have a party which was in a way
“to say goodbye to each other. we arranged a barbecae at the
house of one of the famllles engaged in communlty center‘work
This was the Piazza famlly. The barbecue began during_the day
of November 10. Barbecues 1n Argentlna are somewhat of a whole-

-

day affair! w1th people coming in and out. The meat is laid out‘

and ccoke there are drinks and salads; it is an informal - i

~gathering where one comes and goes and has different meals during

tbe day. We were at the house for most of tbe afternoon listening .

~to music and enjoying ourselves. o “ o~ i
8.‘ About 9:30 in the evening people started to leave. -

It was between 9:30 p m. and 10:00 p.m. that I leﬁt.together with

Eduardo Gonzales; we were plaﬁning to walk downtown.. We stepped

out of the house and crossed the-street"'An unidentifidd car

pulled. in front of us, and a man got out and he said that we had

to accompany him for guestioning. We asked him why, and he did

not answer. IHe took my purse away, and he said we had fo go in

the car with him. He pulled a gun out and pointed it at us and

said we had to do what he told us to do. Webwent into the car.

On approaching us, he had identified himself as a policeman and

showed us a badge very fast before putting it away. He pointed
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the gun at us, so we climbed into the car. He kept pointing the

gun at us and said .if we moved or saﬁd anything he was going to
shbqf us. Andthef friend, o Aww  : ] waikéa out ofAfﬁém“
house, somewhat behind us, and he also was apérehended at thét
point and put in the same car.

9. Then the‘three of us were driven to the police station,
which was not very far frbmiwhere the parfy had bgen. We were
taken in£0'the police station and stoéd up againstxa longA&all

-

- . with our hands against the wall and our feet spread‘out; We were
pot’allowed to speak to each cher at éiler even té_?ufn our
‘ headé to look at each other. As_we‘ﬁérg-held égéinst.the wall, I
leafhed from the sounas that othef.peoﬁie at the barbecue had been
arrestedlwhile they‘Weﬁé going‘home, and a couple of pedple wh{iau~
they were still in the house. That same night, a couple of other
éeOple,.Susana Pioli being one of thém, Were arrested. She had

-

not been at the party but had been arrested later at hér home.

The following day still other peorple were brought into the policé

station for questioning. They were people who had been working

at the community service centers. Some were released.

10. In the police station, we spent most -of tRat night

"and the fcllowing day with our hands against the wall and with
our feet spread out. We were not allowed to lcok in any other
direction except stréight at'the.wall. In the early Torning
hours of November 11, I was taken to a room, with my hands tied
behind my back,.and a cloth bag was put over‘my head and tied. 1

was told to sit in a corner and stay there, not move, and not
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talk to anyone. I could tell there were other people in the
same situation that I was by the shawdows cast by thelr flgar 5 .

11. Durlng the day of November 11, I was 1nterrogated .
poiace offlcers. They 1dent1rred themselves ‘as police offlcer‘.
They said they knew tha+ I had kllled police offlcers, and that
I had been involved in bomblngs of police stations, and that it
was best for me to admit these crimes; otherwise terrlble thlngs \
_would'happen to me. Then I was beaten with blows from thelr

F1sts and kicked hetween the legs.- "Both the pollce.ofrlcerawho
was speaklng and others around him beaé me with their fists,
kickea me, and hit me on the head and on all parts of my ‘body.
. The~ accuaatlons 1nc1uded my hav1ng killed the chlef“of police
who had been killed'in BuenosnAires. In ract, I had hoé been ©= ¥
in Buenos Aires for three mcnths prevrous to +he arrest. When

I was being 1nterrogated the pollce said if I dave a. no answer

I was sure to be hit. So, when they asked me, did you do it,

and I said no, I was 1mmed1atelj snashed against the wall by one .
of the people in the room. : . .

12. After this phase of the‘interrogation, I was put

into the same room w1th some of the other people with Wwhom I was
arreered We were woken up in the middle of the nlght (November
11- 12) by a group of people whom I could not see, but believed to
be the same police officers in the police station. They beat us,
 kicked us, and dragged me by the hair. The.others in the room

were Eduardo Gonzales, Ruben Piazza, and TLllO Varela. During

this time, there was no real 1n+errogatlon- the process was
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mainly accusatlons, and then we were all beaten and klcked

and I was dragged across the floor by someone who grabbed my
halr. I was-kicked in the chest and between the legs severa1
times. Then we were left in the same room.
13. On the morning of November 13, I was taken to a
room by myselr, to What looked'like'an office. I believe there
- were at least three men there; at least I was spoken te-by three g
.ﬁen.' There might have been other people present but I was not
able to see because at this p01nt they had put adhe31ve tape
over my eyes down to the tip of my nose;' I was seated on a chair
W1th my hands tied behind my back and they informed me that the
. sericus i interrogation was going to take place at this p01nt and
that I was bétter off to respond adequately, They then again ¥
.asked me about the activities that I was supposedly involved in
-- the killing of the police chief ih Buenos Aires —-- and they relatsd
it to the activities that we carried Qn-in the community centers.
‘Nekt, they applied to me electric shocks thle I was fully. ~ ' L
clothed; they applied it to my arms and mfiface, to my-lips and A
my head. At that point I was “threatened with verg, Very horrible
thlngs that were . g01ng to happen to me if I did not answer
adeqaately. I 1ater found out in prlson that the people who
were next door heard me screaming during the subsequent torture
ahd began to ask what‘was happening, so the police officers
turned the radio up very loud so that my screams should not be

+

heard. ‘ . . - .
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14. Thgy'threatened me with gang rape, and they

"™ "threatened me with killing andwthtowihg‘mewin;gmditgpusgme
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piaéél They said they could get rid of.mé ahd no one would

ever find dﬁt what happehed to me; they'could say that I tried

to escape, that in féct I had escaped, and that tﬁey didn't

know wheretI was. They gave proof that they were able and

_willing to do this by beating me and by applying further ; \
- electric shétks. They said thatAthey could apply the eiettric.

shocké fbr so long that I would be tﬁab%e +3 pear chiléren.

- that I would go crazy, that they would burn my whole ~kody up

~with the electric shocks. That went on for a couple of hours

- right thére in that office, and then they stopped. They said

they would get to me later. - - )
15. Halaly an hour léter I was then taken to an up-
stairs room. This was still in the police station; I had
= ’ -
" already been.upstairs before then tc be examined by a doctor. .
: nveryone else was also ekamlned by a doctor. I was asked at/
that time if I suffered any. Heart allrents, and I said I daid
because I thought that they would take that 1nto con31deratlon.
I toId them that I did have a weak heart. N
16. When I was taken upstairs, my eyes were covered
sé I_dia not know exactly what room I was in. I was taken
into several rooms before I waélfinally depésited into one room. .

I was sat down on what seemed to me to be a‘bed._ They took all

my clothes off; and then they strapped me to the bed. They

e UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. 0O-2016-16244 Doc No. C06306053 Date: 04/19/2017




“ UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. O-2016-16244 Doc No. C06306053 Date: 04/19/2017

“t

tied me spread eagle fashlon. rhey tied both of my wrists to

the bedpost and both of my ankles to the bedpost I heard at

mee e e

least five or six dlfferent voices, and I could sense that

there were several people in the room. The radio was on very

loud and they seemed to be plugging and uvplugglng things con-

stantly. Then they proceeded ‘to apply the electric shocks
fthroughout my body. On my head, on my eyes, on top of the
'adhesivedtape, on my nipples, vulva, vagina,.the jgints &f my
legs, and my fingérs and mj toes, and at one'point they sicoped

and asked me if I would rather be raped}vthey asked what I

preferred, whether I preferred to be’given the electric. shocks

"~ or to be raped. I told them I didn't want either. At one
time they went through the motions of preparing to rape'me; - v
but.in fact they did not. I was given the‘eleetric sheck = -

treatment first tied up with my head fac ng up. . Then they un¥
. tied me, put me face down, and proceeded tosapply the eiectrlc
shocks in that position alsc. I became numb and was very hdzy.
'i believe it went on for a féew hours, twb“or three honrs; I
lost sense of time. Later, trying to reconstruct the perlod
of tlme fron how long people heard me scream, we concluded that
it Qés two to three hours. ﬁy joints were numb completely and
I had lost all sense of time and place by the end of-the torture.
Theyvstopped and told me to put my clothes on, which I could
not do by myself, so one of them helped me put my clothes on.

I was taken then.to another room, where I was left tied up to

a chair. I was left there the remainder of that day and that night.
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2 : 17.’ji? was net until the followin§ morhing (No&emher 14)

- that I was taken ddwnstairs and the adhesive tapé was taken off.
They then infefmed us that we were going te‘be taken to the
prison that afternoon. Later that morning, Jhdge Ippclito, of
the federal distrieﬁvcourtlin Azul visited the police station.
ﬂe asked me if I had been_mistreated, aed I told him I had heen.
He said he Qould ask for a doctor's examination of\me, and I was

L

taken into a room by the same doctor who was the polic:

(0]
4"'\
O

}
o1
Q
H

- -

and who had examined us before the- torture-' This doctor locke

at my face and at my stomach, and sa;d "vou don't have any signs

' of torture.” He immediately went out cf the room and said, "this
woman is lying she does not have any signs of torture." He
told the Judge this. - - , ‘ : - S

18.- Later that daj,.all ten of us were taken to Azul-prison,
_Unit 7.. Before we were transported to the prlson, one of the pollce
. v A . : , .
officers read to me a statement that stated -generally my per-
sonal data such as name, place of birth, and national;ty. This -

was done also to the otper;people who haé:been afrested. I was

?;_ forced to sign the statemeneAby anoeher,police officer who held
‘a gun pointed at my head. Upon arriving at the prison, I was
immediaﬁely asked by the rece1v1ng penal officer wnether I was
the one that had been tortured with electric shocks. I said
yes; and he said well, "we have to have an examination.right
away." A male nurse came to examine me; He said that he did

not want to make a statement;'that he wanted the doctor to,

examine me, the official prison doctor. So then the docter came,
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i end it was at that time that i first saw all the ﬁarks that I
'had on my body. The doctor proceedeé to describé them and
enumerate them in the prison record. The prison off1c1als

- evidently feared being held responsible for. what had been done
toAme at the police station, thinking I might claim later that
they had done'i£ at the prisoﬁ. So they took note of and reccrd-
ed all the bruises and burns and in general the cqndifion that I
"arrived in, So there is a medical record of that ag the prison.

- ‘ 19. Because I did not have direct relétives<whobcould

- <

visit me, I did not have visiting hours for a period of almost

-

four weeks. I was not able to communicate with the men who were

arrested at and after the party on November 10. The women and

-

I were put in the same cell. ~I learned that thevy had been -~
subjected to very much the Same treatment at the- police station
;—.beating, kicking, draggingnby>the haif, and Ebnstant verbal
and'physical harassment‘by the police officers. They r;lated to

me that they had been'subjected to the same threats of rape” and .
threats of being killed if they did not :a}iswe; adequately the
questiohs that were being pu% to them.

.. .20. On arrival at the prison,'we'were in depldrable
condition in.view of whet had been done to usvat the police
station, the fact that we had had nothing to eat since November 10,
and that we had been bound with nylon ropes.- We had Qruises from
the ropeson our wrists and ankles. Since we had been lying:on

the floor for foﬁr nights and four days, with no blankets, we

were very stiff and very weak, especially the woman who was three-
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??k monhhs pregnant. She was suffering additionally from an aném1c
;;Q -cond;tlon,f Although I was not in dlgect contact w1th the men
becouse I was denled visiting privileges, relatives of the other
women told me the men had been beaten. Eduaroo Gonzales, even
four weeks aﬁter the'érrest (which was the first time I was per-
mitted to ses himy, still showod very large bruises on his face
and, in fact, the off1c1al plcture that was taken of him by the \
.prlson authorities clearly shows this condl ion. I was able to
see this photograph when we were taken to see the director of
the prison as he had it posted along}wihh pictures of_ all the
»other prisoners. I-Qés not able to tolk in private with the meun

-

untll several weoks after the arrest because prison ofL1c1als

A ' - R
were always p*ocaﬂt. However. the six men.were able to conveyv v

-_— T aa

) tovmé that they had been suhﬁected to‘ﬁhe same abusive. treatmént
and torture that I had undergone. Osvaldo Qaspé}ini,.who had had

" heart surgery not long'béfore the arrests,-.was in partiZulariy
poor phy51cal condition. He was subjecteo to blows dlrectly to -
the scar of the operatlon and thﬁs action has had very adve;se
effects on him. All of the olx men were beaten, klcked and
severely bruiéed by the police officers, ‘and they were con-

‘stahtiy threatened wihh beino killed and were subjected to
electric.shoch.
| 21. At the prison, I and the other three womern, who were

arrested with me, together with others, were housed in a single

cell. There were 17 of us at one time in‘the cell. Part of our cell
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%gﬁ was a bathroom with one cold—water shower. ‘The cell had one

-

*“ﬂ:‘wlndow for ventllatlon. One of the worst/thlngs about our cell

Aty et

was that it was directly under the men's bathroom which was
located on "the second floor. A sewer pipe from that bathroom
- was constantly leakihg urine and feees. We had continually to
clean the walls of our cell; when we asked the prison authoritiee
.to fix the sewer pipe they refused, sayihg it would take teo

much money and time. They said we could just keep cleaning up

the sewage. We were housed in that eingle cell with very little

ventilation. The prison was not heated aﬁd there were strict
guotas on the amounts of ctothwnﬂ and blankets that we were per-
‘mitted to have. Durlng the w1nter, the temperattre would go.

below freezing, and still we Were nok ntovlded with adequate - "
heating or adeétate clothing‘ As a result, several of us suffered
frostbite 5: our hands and feet. -Susana Pipli, “Mirta Varela

and I complained about the situation, but -our requests'for

additional blankets and clothing and better methods of heating

the cell were in wvain.

'22. Edith Stahelli de Frias, the woman who was three-
meﬁths'pregnant when arrested, was due to glve birth to her
chilé in May. The prison officials ignored our reqpests on be-
half of Edith for ﬁedical care. They waited until the last
mlnute -- when we she was already in labor -- to take her to
the hospital. They brought both her and her baby back to the
prison within'ttree hours of the birth. She received rio gost—

natal care and, in fact, Edith arrived back at the prison still
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unconscious from the anesthesia. . We took the baby ahd‘waited

fof the mother to recovef. Edlth .and her baby were allowed to
““i ' stay in a separate cell for Afew weeks. ThlS was at our
recuest to protect the baby from 1nfectlons through living in
- the same cell with- 16 adults. For six months, the mother
experienced bleedlng'and became progressively weaker. Sts=
fainted several times before she was finally tzken to the
~hospital,'where it was discovered that she still oarried:bert
of the placenta inm her uterus --a dangerols condition that
could have caused a fatal 1nfectlon. Later the mother angd baby

4-..

- were forced +o lodge in the common cell with the rest of us

- because of a *egulatlon requlrlng polltlcal prisoners be kept

- -

~apart from non-political prisgners. - b . < i
| 23. The food prov1ded for the polltlcal prlsoners was .
‘ baSlCallV bread some vegetables, and some,meat.~ The baby was
not given any special treatment or food. gdlth had to Jet
'everything she needed from her relatives. This included vitamins;’
certain vegetables, cheese and fruit thetbaby neededf ~We asked’
-about examinations and-shots'for the'baby;'tbe pbison officials
delayed and often ignored the tequests totally. -

A

24. The six men (see éages l—2,'supga) were housed in a

solitary confinement row in individual cells. Osvaldo Gaspgrini,
who had had the heart operation, was left alone in a cell. He

had a number of heart seizures in which he lost consciousness; the

prison guards would often go by, ignoring him. Later they would
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sometimes -- but not always -- bring doctors to see him. The

doctors would glve hlm a couple of pllls to make him sleep and

[ et}
SRS

e A i o

that. would be the end of the doctors efforts.

25. - The women, including myself, were allowed-to go out
onto a small patio in the morning and in the afternoon for up
to a period of two hours in the morning and in the afternoon.
We were also permitted to-go outside to.hanq up oﬁr clothes after
Qashing them “—- something the men could not do. The«men~had to )

hang their clothes inside their cells. The men, at first, were

PN

also allowed to exercise outside daily for two hours. Until

e

December 31, 1975, wé were allowed to receive books, magazines,

- -

newspapers and to write letters without restrictions, except that
we,kﬁew our letters were read~by prison © fl ials. But there -‘
was no restriction on the number of letters sent and received.
26. Some time after we were arrested a dawyer who had
- . ) )
been contacted by one of the relatives came to see us. Y We saw

him but once, and we later learned that owing to pressure from | \

government officials he withdrew from ocur case.

27. I was summoned with Mirta Varela in December 1974 to
the. chambers of Judge Ippolito where we Qave statemenﬂs sepérately.
:My sfatement was given to the Judge's secretary; the Judge was rot
present{ He oﬁly came into the room once to ask me on which

day I had been tortured. He‘made no further, inquiries. After

giving the statement in which I told about my torture, a differ-
ent statement wés read to me. After the formal complaint of

-

torture was filed, I was returned to the prison.
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28. On December 31 1974 the Judge S secretary came

to the prlson and reéad us the Judge s dec151on which stated we

were to remain in preventive custody. The sec*etary also read

the charges against us. The charges under whrch we were held
involved violations‘of Articles 1 and 2 of the Argentine
; Security Law, Lawao. 20.840. ‘The charges made by the police
,were that‘they found subversive written material and weapons in
the house where we heldvthe barbecue. The‘weapons and material
IR that the police claimed to.find in the house were not groduced

until three days after our arrest. All the people at t the party,

1nc1ud1ng the people who owned the house, said that these thlngs

-« -

were not in. the house. The secretary of the Judge then proceed—

. could be conducted of the af¢rementioned charges.. At the time we
were read the statement, identical charges were dismissed as to
four other people arrested along with me in November. ﬁowever,
because the state of siege had been imposed, they continued to

be held under the Executive Power ‘Law. The four people were -

Susana Pioli, Pedro Frias P Teresa Frias and-Argentlno Gonzalez
Gonzales. Three of these oeople have now been released; one remains
in Argentlna and two were allowed to leave the country under a
constltutlonal law that allows political prisoners without any
charges the option to leave Argentina. 5Susana Pioli 1s still
detained without any charges, because at the time of her arrest

she was a minor, ‘and therefore was not allowed to make the ch01ce
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of ‘leaving Argentina. She continues to be in prison without
any‘éharges to this day.

.

wont .. 29 After the statement by the Judge s secretary was
read to us, we proceeded to get another 1awye With the assis-
tance of relatlves of one of the prlsoners, we retalned Dr.
Perez Abraham, of pzul. '
30. In May 1975, I was v151ted by a lawyer from the
Unlted Scates, Leonard Wernglass, and Edward McCaughan, a. friend
from the comm;tteepwhlch had worked to free me. They discovored
“ that‘the federa1 prosecutor had yet to file formal charges zgainst
df; -us, but the two were informed that +he Judge would eeﬁtetce us in

'July. July was the date set because 1t was eight months arter

P -

our arrest, 1f we were to be aentenced at all we would receive

- - i

the minimum sentence. In this event we would Legallv be el;g;b
-for parole. The Judge had alsc glven us thle explanation on ]
‘previous occa51ons However, we were not sentenced rn July, for
several reasons whlch were later conveyed to- us by relatlves of
other prisoners. First, there were several strikes by government
workers. In addltlon, the Judge recelved serious_threats. 'He
received a picture of his daughter W1th a letter encouraglng him
to make the "right" decision in this case. As a consequence, the .
Judge took a month's vacation in July and August. ‘Thus,'sentenc—
ing was delayed until September 1975 -~ ten months after we had
been arrested. The procedure consisted of the'frling ofs charges

by the prosecutor, the defense lawyer presentlng our - -case in

writing, and the Judge reviewing the ev1dence ‘before passing -
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‘sentence. There was nc trial and no direct or crdss—examinatian;

’there was no appearance by the defendants before the Judge.

; The Judge ga&e each of us a three—year sentence,j_After passinqe
o eeh;ence, the Judge re51gnedwzemedlately. |

31. After being 1nformed of the sentence, all.nlne oF
us (excludlng Susana Pioli who had no charges pending agalnst
her) decided to appeal our sentence to the appellate court in La
Plata, which is also in the pfovince of Buenos Aires.' Throughout\
the proceedlngs of the case even before sentenc1ng; our lawyer,
Perez Abraham, was the v1ct1m of threatening Letters. and ‘before

- o=

the sentence was passed, his house was bombed. We came to realize

g

that because of these threats and attacks, his representation of

us Had become perfunctory ‘and 259 %orma; so after the decision to
appeal, we relievedvhim from £urther respohsibilityliﬁ'6U£ cese: }
We did not retain another lawyer. We were informed that a publlc
defendez in La Plata had been a551gned to our appeal, but we
never saw nor heard from him. Afterifiling,the appeal,‘we did
not receive any reply during the six months that followed. -
32. Dufing that period of six months, cepaitions at £hé
prison changed for the worse: In becember 1975 we were informed
thet’the military were assuming complefe control cof th2 prison
with special attention to political prisoners. We were also
infdrhed-of new regulations which restricted visiting hours to
only a half hour on Saturdays and a half houvr on Sundays, whe;eas_

previously we had two hours on each of those days. They also

restricted the amount of recreation time to cne hour per day.
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They limited the amoﬁntvof reaéing material to -one book’per
person per week, plﬁs one_newspéper énd qné magazine a week.
Finaily, visiting privileges weré reétficte&:to_paféﬁts, spouses,
and children only, whereas before other relatives could visit-
the prisoners.
| 33. on Marcﬁ 27, l976,ithreé days after the military codp
-invArgentina, I wés in-my Eell with the rest of the women poIitica%
prisohers when a female guafd and a military office;'came in and
- | told me to get dressed. i_asked them where they>were taking me,
but.they did not reply. They merely said I had to gg_yith them.
I got dressed and went with them to £ﬁét part of ﬁhe women's
Asection of the prison where the soiitary'éonfinement cells are
located. I was put in one of ~the cells with nothing but’a cot-;: "
to éit on and ordered tb'wait. I waited,about.qur"oi-fivé hours
until four or five military officers came to get-me. By that
. h '
.time they had told the women in the cell to pack my thiﬂgs
as I was leaving. Again, théy,did not inform them where I was
tovgo. I took.my personal effects and Qéé:led outsidé the
}?f prison; Here, I was given éj documents (my pasgéort and. other
iden@ification papers that had been keptlih the prison;office),
and I signed sohe papers. I was then taken, handcuffed and.
hea&ily guardea, in a paddy-wagon to a small airfield:on the
outskirts of Azul near the'prison. There we waited ug}il a
small plane landed. Five men came out of the plane, one of them
came to the paddY—Qagoﬁ, took my handcuffs'off, put new ones on,

took all of my things to the plane, took me to the plane, seated
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me, and proceeded to lock my handeuffs to a chain-attached to
the floor. . | - L

) . . . -

34. Throughout the trip, the-men refused to answer any - -

of my inquiries. We landed in. Buenos Alres at an awrfleld which

¢

- I believe belongs to the air force. It was not the 1nternatzonal

i

m

commercial airpott in Buenos Aires. From this field, I w
driven to a large prison in Buenos Aires, to Villa de Voto.
~There, I was‘registered after an argument among the guards
whether theybehoul@ register me or not. At this point, I bzcame
very scared because I didﬁ‘t know whether they weze tryinq to get
'rid ofvme. They finally registered me and then took TWe to the
"second floor of the prison. There‘wefe;women prieoners on the

first floor,'but I was taken to a completely empty seconq floor.

~-o -~ W

I spent that evening there in a large empty cell with only a cot
i‘and a couple of blankets. I was still not “told &here i was being

taken or what was happening to me, so I believed that Irwas being

transferred to that prison. The follOW1ng\ﬁerning there was. a

change of guards, but the new guards also did not'know'what.yas

happening, or they would not tell me. ' )

| 35. I spent the‘entire day in that eell until the ever.ing,
at whlch time I was taken out by a different route from that by
whlch I had come into the prison, through the back. They put my
things in a station-wagon and I was handcuffed to a prison authority.
I was taken in that station—wagoh which‘was led by another car
with a couple of men pointing machine guns at people so that they

would give way to our caravan. We were taken to the airport, and

there I was met by United States Embassy officials. - .
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|

36. They told me I was going homes and asked me if I

would object to a medical examination, which I did not object to.

I waé-examinéd by an Argentine doctor and asked to sign an
affidavit in front of the Embassy.official in:which L stated
thét immediately prior to my release I had not been harassed
or in any wa? physically abusea by any authority. I siéﬁed the
paper. One of the EmbasSf officials then told me that I was
‘being released under é special.law providing for thé explusion
of foreigners who Wwere in governmeni‘custody. .
| 137. I was put on a planelahd‘fiawn directly to New York,
‘and from there I pfocéeded to California, I was taken from Azul

-

on the afternoon of March 26, 1976, -spent that night\in Buenos

- - -

Aires, and then con the 27th im-the early evening I was flown from ¥
_ Buenos Aires to New York and arrived in New York -on the mornisxg

-

of the 28th.

hd
=

38. Since my release, I have léarned-in letters from
relatives that the senfence has been confirmed for the.peoplg who -
were arrested with me and who’haa>filed ﬁﬁé'appe§i. SuSéna Pioii,~
the woman-who was in prison.%ithout ény charges, remaiqs in
prison. I have also learned from relatives of those people in
prison and from letters direcély from the men that prison con-
ditions have gotten much worse since I left. It has evideﬁély
become a consistent practice to treat political prisongrs worse
than common prisoners. I observed thié before leaving Azul, and

news that I have received from the prisoners' relatives confirms

that the practice has worsened. Non-political prisoners, for
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example, get more visiting hours with relatives; they are'allowed

SEHE to‘write more often; and they are allowed to receive food and

e -

|l other artlcles from relatlves. This is speéificélly the case in
i”'_‘- A4 iy
, the Azul prlson. ThrOugh letters from relatives and from the

men themselves, I have learne& that protein and vitamin‘deficiencies
aré suqh that‘Ruben‘Piazza has suffered loss of hair and icss of
téeth. The man who had the heért éperation, Osvéldo Gaspirini, is
.in especially bad shapé. His famlly has been trylng to g2t a . X

court order to have him transferred back to Azul prison since his

doctor is in Azul and it would be €asier for him to get medical
attention there. (the men prisoners were transferred from Azul

prison to Sierra Chica in June 3. 1975. To the best of

-

my khowledge, they remain there today.) When relativeé have'f_

- -

complained about the situatiors, they have been harassed and = ¥
threatened. The relatives sémetimes have taken vitamins to thHe

prisoners but the latter have never received, them. The nine are
. h 2

not allowed any sort of food supplement to-their diets. In the

case of Susana Pioli, her mother has made many Lrlps to Buenos -

Aires to try to secure her release, but to no avail. The govern-

ment officials have also deniéd Susana the option to leave the

cbunt;y; .
\3? All the nine people who remain in prison ‘have been

1051ng welght as a result of a deficient diet, and the situation

of the baby and her mother continues to be serious as now the

diet from the prison which is totally inadequate cannot be supple-

mented by the foodvthat relatives were previously allowed to bring

in. My information concerning the prison and health conditions

of the‘sixvmen comes from Jletters I have rgceived from their rel-

atives,
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40. : AAft.er' having filed fbr'pa"ole, the nine people still
in prlson have ‘concluded that they nave no other recourse to
allev1ate t‘me:Lr 51tuatlon, given the internal s:.tuatlon in Argen-
tina. No one has been able to suggest to them‘any further steps

that they could take in Argentina to secure their release.
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