
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. 0-2016-16244 Doc No. C06307270 Date: 04/19/2017 

INDICATE 
E] COLLECT 

CHARGE TO 

FROM 

Amembassy BUENC6 AIRES 
CLASSI FI CATION 

LIMITED OFFICIAL UCE 

11652: 
TAGS: 
JECT: 

CTION: 

INFO 

RELEASE IN FULL 
N/A 
SHUM, ASEC, PINS, AR 
Abduction/Arrest of Fulbright Program Coordinator Elida Messina, 
Mav 24 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE  BUENOS AIRES 3463 

1. Following information was given by subject's mother to 

Embassy representatives: At approximately 2240 hours on 

May 24,:1976, four men dressed in blue jeans appeared at the 

door o 5340 Paraguay Street in Buenos Aires, Argentina. The 

men were armed with submachine guns and other weapons. They 

requested and were granted entry into the home by Mrs. Gumersinda 

Dominica Escudero de Messina, mother of subject. 

2. The four men asked for the l ubject, and they were informed 

that she did not reside at the Paraguay ni-laress. (Note: 

The house is a rooming house for Argentine and Uruguyan 

university students, fourteen of whom normally occupy the 

establishment along with the mother, father and sister of the 

subject.) The students were gathered into a single room and 

placed under guard by one member of the group. The mother and 
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riister were conducted to the kitchen'Vith the,ramaining three 

intruders. The subject's father remained asleep during 

this portion of the incident. After a'period of time, 

the mother was questioned conderning the address of the 

subject. She advised them that her daughterb apartment 

was located a o46 Santa Fe Street, fifth floor, apart- 

mentRwhich was several blocks away from the parent's 

house. 

3. Three members of the group departed leaving everyone 

in the custody of a single guard. They returned to the 

parent's house about 0030 hours, May 25, 1976, advised the 

mother that the subject's son (approximatelyj10 years old) 

was alone in the apartment o S nta Fe Street In addition, 

they stated that the subject was in their custody and she 

would be returned later on May 25. The intruders had informed 

subject's mother they were members of the GOA army. 

4. It was the mother's opinion that her daughter had been 

taken into custody because of her friendship with Beatriz 

Casoy, who is a student in England. Casoy had a brother, 

according to the mother, who was killed as an extremist 

approximately two weeks ago. Mother stated that after 

informing this EMbassy of her daughter's abduction, she 

proceeded to the subject's apartment o anta Fe Street an 

returned to her home with subject's son. She stated that 

1
!he apartment on ta 9was in total disarray reflecting 
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Riaat the intruders had conducted an extensive search of 

the quarters. The mother also contacted the GOA Federal 

Police. She did not see her daughter, therefore, could 

not give-any information as to-her physical condition. 

_-5. At 0230 hours on May 25 the. Bp called police contacts 

seeking information on subject's possible arrest, and at 

0600 hours also called office ofMin of Interior and of 

security services to express Embassy's ccncern and seek 
in 

assistance/establishing whether subject was formally 

arrested and in determining her whereabouts. Subsequently, 

our monitoring of police radio net established that head-

quarters has inquired of precinct offices if they have 

subject in custody, and Ministry of Interior states that 

similar inquiries are being made of the various intelligence 

services. Employees of Etbassy's own security services are 

checking with the appropriate prosecuting attorneys to see 

if charges have been made against her. We believe several 

liOurs will elapse before we can reasonably expect a reply 

to these inquiries. 

6. Diplomatic Corps gathered at +70.1§4AMP*Oilikliee at 0945 to 

greet and proceed to Mass celebrating May 25. 

Ambassalor used occasion of_his-meet-ing-witirtioniqn to present 

President Ford's National Day message and toAxpress Embassy's 
an irregular 

intense concern over what appears to have been OfWg.i 

arrest of an employee of a binational commission. 
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7. CCNNENT: eliwee.this arre or abduct n was 

securp force possibly not necess ily t 
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