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Divide & Conquer Implied in Proposed Map of
New ME
Thursday, 9 November 2006, 1:08 pm
Opinion: Genevieve Cora Fraser

Divide and Conquer Implied in Proposed Map of the New Middle East

By Genevieve Cora Fraser

It was meant to be a joke and it got a big laugh from TV host Tavis Smiley when his guest, political pundit
Andy Borowitz quipped, “George Bush plans to withdraw all his troops from Iraq – to Iran. That’s the plan -
the exit strategy.”

But no one was laughing, least of all Turkish military officers, on September 15th when a map was
presented at the NATO’s Defense College in Rome that included a reduced Turkish landmass. The new
Middle East map prepared by retired US Col. Ralph Peters and published in the Armed Forces Journal in
June featured a “Free Kurdistan” that included additional territory taken from Syria and Iraq. Indeed, Iraq
was a fragment of its former self and had been carved up to also include Sunnis Iraq and the Arab Shia
State.

Search latest Jobs

Positions $150k+

NZ Govt Jobs

PR Positions

Media & Ent. Jobs

Search New Zealand Business

http://www.seek.co.nz/ID_SEEKNZMAIN_USR/Pages/alliance_homepage.ascx?comefrom=ffunnell&tracking=jobs:nz:om:alliance:ffunnell:scoop:txt:jobsfj
http://seek.co.nz/jobsearch/index.ascx?DateRange=31&catlocation=1017&stateselected=true&searchfrom=quickupper&searchtype=again&tracking=jobs:nz:om:alliance:ffunnell:scoop:txt:alljobsfj&comefrom=ffunnell
http://seek.co.nz/jobsearch/index.ascx?DateRange=31&catlocation=1017&stateselected=true&salary=150000-&searchfrom=quickupper&searchtype=again&tracking=jobs:nz:om:alliance:ffunnell:scoop:txt:150Kfj&comefrom=ffunnell
http://seek.co.nz/jobsearch/index.ascx?DateRange=31&catlocation=1017&stateselected=true&multiselect=location&catindustry=1210&catoccupation=1409&searchfrom=quickupper&searchtype=again&tracking=jobs:nz:om:alliance:ffunnell:scoop:txt:governmentfj&comefrom=ffunnell
http://seek.co.nz/jobsearch/index.ascx?DateRange=31&catlocation=1017&stateselected=true&multiselect=location&catindustry=1202&catoccupation=1487&searchfrom=quickupper&searchtype=again&tracking=jobs:nz:om:alliance:ffunnell:scoop:txt:prfj&comefrom=ffunnell
http://www.seek.co.nz/jobsearch/index.ascx?comefrom=ffunnell&DateRange=31&catlocation=1017&stateselected=true&catindustry=1202&searchfrom=quickupper&searchtype=again&tracking=jobs:nz:om:alliance:ffunnell:scoop:txt:adv_entertainmentfj
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/HL0611/S00158.htm#a
http://www.madefromnewzealand.com/


Classified Ad Links
Accommodate Me
Directory · Search 
Travel Planner · Video

Search NZ JOBS
NZ Govt. Jobs · All Jobs 
Email Me Jobs · Check
Your Salary
News Intelligence
TransTasman · Transport 
Energy · Agri-Business

Related Stories on Scoop

Gaza Disengagement A Smokescreen for Genocide 31/05/2007
Israel Rejects Peace & Palestine's Right to Exist 20/03/2007
Re: The Role Of Israeli Racism In ME Conflict 24/08/2006
Israel Strategic Advantage & ME Center At Brandeis 08/04/2005
G. Cora Fraser: One God Divided In The Holy Land 13/12/2004

Results powered by search.scoop.co.nz More Related Stories >>>

http://www.accommodateme.co.nz/
http://www.scoop.co.nz/link-out/p20818/a1831/accommodateme.co.nz/directory.aspx
http://www.scoop.co.nz/link-out/p20819/a1830/accommodateme.co.nz/default.aspx
http://www.scoop.co.nz/link-out/p20816/a1832/accommodateme.co.nz/gosees/default.aspx
http://www.scoop.co.nz/link-out/p20814/a1834/accommodateme.co.nz/videos.aspx
http://www.scoop.co.nz/link-out/p20821/a1017/www.seek.co.nz/?tracking=jobs:nz:om:alliance:ffunnell:scoop:txt:jobs&comefrom=ffunnell
http://www.scoop.co.nz/link-out/p20822/a1020/www.seek.co.nz/government-jobs/?comefrom=ffunnell&tracking=jobs:nz:om:alliance:ffunnell:scoop:txt:govt
http://www.scoop.co.nz/link-out/p20824/a1018/www.seek.co.nz/ID_SEEKNZMAIN_USR/Pages/alliance_homepage.ascx?comefrom=ffunnell&tracking=jobs:nz:om:alliance:ffunnell:scoop:txt:alljobs
http://www.scoop.co.nz/link-out/p20823/a1019/www.seek.co.nz/Myseek/Profiles/index.SEEKNZMAIN_USR.ascx?jobmail=true&&sc=true&comefrom=ffunnell&tracking=jobs:nz:om:alliance:ffunnell:scoop:txt:jobmail
http://www.scoop.co.nz/link-out/p20547/a1162/www.seek.co.nz/career-resources/salary-centre/?comefrom=ffunnell&tracking=jobs:nz:om:alliance:ffunnell:scoop:txt:salary
http://www.scoop.co.nz/link-out/p20552/a1836/www.themainreport.co.nz/home/about
http://www.scoop.co.nz/link-out/p20535/a1835/www.transtasman.co.nz/
http://www.scoop.co.nz/link-out/p20534/a1842/www.nztransport-logistics.co.nz/home/
http://www.scoop.co.nz/link-out/p20539/a1839/nzenergy-environment.co.nz/home/
http://www.scoop.co.nz/link-out/p20537/a1837/www.nzagri-business.co.nz/home/
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/HL0705/S00529.htm
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/HL0703/S00338.htm
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/HL0608/S00274.htm
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/HL0504/S00075.htm
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/HL0412/S00136.htm
http://search.scoop.co.nz/
http://search.scoop.co.nz/search?q=related:HL0611/S00158


Click for big version

Within the proposed new Middle East, Iran was also reduced, not only by Free Kurdistan, but by “Free
Balochistan” which had also borrowed heavily from territory currently claimed by Afghanistan and
Pakistan. Balochistan, which lies in the southwest corner of Pakistan, is the largest but least populated of the
Pakistani regions. Lately the Chinese have invested heavily in the area by expanding the port city of
Gwader. Natural gas, coal, copper and gold offer vast wealth and pipelines will be stretched from Iran to
India through the province. Balochistan is also rich in opportunities for drug smugglers with its massive
border alongside Afghanistan’s most frequented heroin routes. Some political pundits have labeled heroin as
the new American Gold Standard - the only thing propping up the bankrupt American economy and the real
reason we occupy Afghanistan. Yes, endless war is very expensive for taxpayers but the fat cat international
banking and corporate interests in armaments and energy grow wealthier by the minute.

Of course, Pakistan itself was a creation of foreign intervention by the British in 1947. As the British
Empire abandoned colonial rule in India they insisted it be broken in two – just as they helped to break
Palestine up but in that instance to insert a population foreign to the region, citing religious claims of having
occupied the region 2,000 years. The resulting boundary conflicts between India and Pakistan and Palestine
and Israel have been a source of unending conflict. Do the Anglo-American and Israeli interests believe that
a Free Kurdistan and Free Balochistan would be any different or do they feel establishing military bases
there might be a boon for the local population and protect them? Both would be geopolitical assets to the
West with their wealth of natural resources. Not only would the oil wells of Northern Iraq in Kirkuk be
“freed” from Iraqi control but also the natural gas and oil supplies of Turkey. In addition, the Tigris and
Euphrates is one of the most important river systems in the world, with headwaters in Eastern Turkey in the
area proposed for a Free Kurdistan. Both rivers flow through portions of Syria and Iraq that would be lost to
them if retired US Col. Peters and his backers have their way. Though the lower Mesopotamian section of
the river basin would remain in the Arab Shia State, little would remain of the waters. But of course we are
discussing hypotheticals.

The West’s latest plans to divide and conquer are very much in evidence if you look at the Iraq War not as a
failure of the Neo-Conservative Israeli-First agenda, but as a somewhat qualified success. Much has been
made of US Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld’s underestimation of the number of troops needed to
stabilize the country from backsliding into a civil war after Saddam’s defeat – and the dismissal of the
generals who dared to point the error of his ways. And though there was a clash of Titans within the inner
sanctum of the administration, I suspect the overriding strategic Neo Conservative goal was Civil War and
the ultimate partitioning of Iraq into three sections. The added benefit, as seen from Neo Conservative and
Israeli eyes, is further disintegration of the social and political fabric of the Middle Eastern region.

In the PBS FRONTLINE documentary, “The Lost Years in Iraq,” retired Lt. Gen. Jay Garner spoke of his
attempts to stabilize postwar Iraq as director of the Office for Reconstruction and Humanitarian Assistance
(OHRA) following the American invasion in March 2003. He and his office were replaced after only one
month by L. Paul Bremer, III and the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA).

During an interview conducted on Aug. 11, 2006 by FRONTLINE, Garner stated, “I had lunch with one of
the company managers. His company manager was getting ready to pull out of his location, which was in
Najaf, and he said, ‘You know, sir, we've got a big problem here.’ I said, ‘Yeah, what is it?’ He said: ‘As
we pull out, the real fundamental Shi'a are pulling right in behind us. I'm going to tell you, they're Iranians.
They're not Iraqis; they're Iranians. They're filling up everything that has to (do) with quality of life. They're
taking over the schools; they're taking over the medical facilities; they're taking over the electricity; they're
taking over security; they're taking over everything. Anything that controls the quality of life, they own as
soon as we get out of here.’”

“I said, ‘Wow.’ So I had a State Department guy, very good Arabist named Mike Cathor, spoke incredible
Arabic. He's been studying the Middle East all his life. I said: ‘Mike, I want you to go down there and
spend the day and walk around and talk to everybody. (Find out), is this really happening?’ So he came
back that evening; he said: ‘Boy, it's worse than he told you. We're really being infiltrated by an Iranian-
influenced Shi'a element that is controlling the quality of life.’
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I called Rumsfeld that night and said: ‘Hey, we don't need to do this. Here's what's happening.’ And I told
him. And he said: ‘Oh. Well, that's interesting. Thank you very much.’ Now, he never said he wasn't going
to stop it; he never said he was going to send more, anything like that. He just said, ‘Thank you very
much.’”

L. Paul Bremer III served as the head of the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) in Iraq from May 2003
to June 2004, and is considered by some to be one of the world’s leading experts on crisis management,
terrorism and homeland security. From 1989 to 2000, he was Managing Director of Kissinger Associates, a
strategic consulting firm headed by former Secretary of State, Henry Kissinger. Bremer was approached by
leading Neo Conservative Paul Wolfowitz, who at the time was deputy secretary of defense, and Scooter
Libby, the vice president's chief of staff now under indictment for obstruction of justice, to take on the
Provisional Authority leadership position.

“I was deeply concerned about terrorism and homeland security and felt that it was important that we had
defeated Saddam Hussein who, as far as we knew, was (the head of) a state which supported terrorism,”
Bremer stated. One of the interesting points here is that it was clearly understood that Osama Bin Laden and
his minions were not welcomed into Iraq by Saddam, however the terrorism Saddam did support was against
Israel – to end the occupation of Palestine.

Bremer was in charge of the de-Baathification of Saddam’s regime which he now admits went too far. “The
implementation is where I went wrong. I knew that we, the foreigners --- whether it was Americans or
British or Australians or Romanians or Poles -- we were going to have a hard time making the kind of fine
distinctions that de-Baathification policy required. Did (a person) join the party because he was a real
believer, or did he join it because he wanted to be a teacher, and to be a teacher you had to join the party? I
said: ‘We're not going to be able to make those distinctions. I need to turn it over to Iraqis,’” Bremer
commented to FRONTLINE.

“The mistake I made was turning it over to the Governing Council. I should have turned it over instead to a
judicial body of some kind. The Governing Council, in turn, turned it over to Chalabi. I did not turn it over
to Chalabi. It is true that once the Governing Council took it over, they started interpreting the policy,
implementing the policy much more broadly, and we had to walk the cat back in the spring of 2004.”
Bremer continued.

Bremer also chose to disband the Iraq army believing that “to recall the army would have been a clear signal
to Iraqi people that while we got rid of one terrible man, Saddam Hussein, we were prepared to see the
Sunni elite come back in the form of the officer corps.” However, many military people felt “this
fundamentally cuts away the force that they were hoping to rely on.” Garner claimed that “he had a lot of
guys lined up who were ready to come back to work on the 15th of May. ... Bremer wouldn't even listen to
me about this; that this was really, of all the things, the most fundamental error the guy made during that
time.”

In contrast, Bremer insists, “I think the decision not to recall Saddam's army, from a political point of view,
is the single most important, correct decision that we made in the 14 months we were there.” However, “the
the interim constitution is the primary legacy of the CPA in Iraq,” Bremer claims. It was in this constitution
that Bremer introduced the concept of three political parties representing three distinct groups – the Kurds,
Sunnis and Shia – which still may serve as the blueprint for the ultimate outcome, the break-up of the
country, despite the wishes of the average Iraqi.

Whether or not the Insurgency is led by Iran or by Iraquis themselves, it would appear the Anglo-Americans
are on their way to counter Iran by force - or is it merely a training exercise as the American military would
have us believe - to prepare for that day when Iran is capable of a nuclear attack. But is Iran’s claim to
nuclear technology the real issuue? Might it instead be to manhandle Israel’s nemesis and prevoke a coup,
and to get rid of Iran’s influence in Iraq? Whatever the motivations, according to a number of published
reports the build-up of naval forces in the Persian Gulf and the Eastern Mediterranean is formidable.

As Mahdi Darius Nazemroaya writing for Alarab states, “It must be noted that the Iranian Armed Forces are
characterized by well structured military organization, with advanced military capabilities, when compared
to Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Iraq, and Lebanon. Moreover, Iran has been preparing for a scenario of war
with the Anglo-American alliance for almost a decade. These preparations were stepped up following the
NATO-U.S. led attack on Yugoslavia (1999).”

Meanwhile, “the types of military units and weapons systems being deployed in the Persian Gulf and
Arabian Sea by the United States are considered to be best suited for combat against Iran, also with a view
to keeping the Straits of Hormuz open for oil tankers. This also includes forces that would be able to secure
bridgeheads on the Iranian coastline. These U.S. forces consist of early warning units, recognizance,
amphibious elements, maritime search and rescue units, minesweepers, and rapid deployment units,"
Nazemroaya reports.

According to Alarab and other sources, “The U.S.S. Enterprise, a U.S. Navy flagship is under deployment to
the Persian Gulf and the Arabian Sea. This includes all the warships and vessels that compose Carrier Strike
Group 12 (CSG 12) Destroyer Squadron 2 (DESRON 2), and Carrier Air Wing 1 (CVW 1). The stated



objective for the deployment of the U.S.S. Enterprise, a nuclear powered aircraft carrier, and other U.S.
Navy vessels is to conduct naval security operations and aerial missions in the region. The deployment does
not mention Iran, it is said to be part of the U.S.-led “War on Terror” under “Operation Enduring Freedom,”
Nazemroaya reported.

“The Eisenhower Strike Group, based in Norfolk, Virginia, has also received orders to deploy to the Middle
East. The strike group is led by the U.S.S. Eisenhower, another nuclear battleship. It includes a cruiser, a
destroyer, a war frigate, a submarine escort, and U.S. Navy supply ships. One of these two naval strike
groups will position itself in the Gulf of Oman and the Arabian Sea while the other naval strike group will
position itself in the Persian Gulf, both off the Iranian coast.” According to the Alarab report,

Canada is also contributing to the American-led naval build-up in the Persian Gulf as well as NATO forces
stationed in Lebanon and around the region.

As Henry Kissinger sardonically stated in reference to the Iran-Iraq war of the 1980s that resulted in one
million casualties, “Our policy was to get them to kill each other.” I suspect the same American policy
applies today, and true to form Anglo-American forces, Israel and their other allies will be around to help
get things started.
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New Zealand banks and non-bank deposit-taking institutions are registered, supervised and monitored for
compliance with New Zealand banking supervision policies by the Reserve Bank of New Zealand (“Reserve
Bank”). More >>

Dave Wolland: Getting The Pip

In winter and spring fruit prices usually rise along with tomatoes, but over the last few years I have been
pleased to see apples and pears remain at affordable prices. Sadly, I heard in the news that apple and pear
orchardists have been suffering to... More >>

Death Of A Dissident: Hosein-Ali Montazeri

Grand Ayatollah Hosein-Ali Montazeri has passed into the history of the Iranian Revolution
as he was, potentially at least, about to create another. Thirty years ago, he was a vital figure
in unseating the Shah, and well placed within the circle of the Ayatollah ... More >>

Connie Lawn’s Column: Snowed In

A Russian leader once said, the best way to conquer America is to dump a
few inches of snow on Washington, D.C. Then the people panic, the city
and suburbs are paralyzed and nothing gets done. That is only partially
true in this, the great snowfall of... More >>

Martin LeFevre: Global Warming As Metaphor

The verdict is in. Copenhagen proved that national governments and international
institutions, even led by the wunderkind Barack Obama, cannot and will not provide an
adequate response to the man-made ecological crisis. More >>

Workers Risking Job Losses: House Passes $154 Bill

With heavy defections from Blue Dog Democrats, the House of Representatives still
narrowly passed Wednesday evening, 217 to 212, a $154 billion jobs package. It
included funds for states to retain front-line workers, aid to the unemployed and
transportation ... More >>

Torture In Afghanistan: New UK Court Orders

Reprieve, the legal action charity, the lawyers of which represent dozens of prisoners
still held at Guantánamo, won a court victory in the case of the British resident Shaker
Aamer, which appears to draw on the organization's success in securing a judicial ...
More >>

Allen Roland: Are You Really Unemployed And Does Anyone Care?

It's all a game of deception in Washington where the truth often lies buried under
meaningless and deceiving figures. No where is that more obvious than in the bureau of
labor statistics. More >>

Gordon Campbell: Peter Jackson, And Catching The Aussies

The most recent pointers we have on Jackson’s thinking about the local film industry
were comments he made at the press conference for his recent Lovely Bones premiere in
Wellington – which, in odd counterpoint to the recent 2025 Task Force report ... More
>>

Ramzy Baroud: The Lobby Within

A just and peaceful solution to the protracted Palestinian-Israeli conflict is only possible
when the US ceases to block every attempt made towards it. This assertion might raise
many questions, for example, just how is one to define a just and peaceful resolution?
And for what reasons would the... More >>
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