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N REPLY BEFER T
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Fribal Operiions
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 373103 San Pasgual

Sovuthermn California Agency
1461 Research Park Drive, Suite 100
Rivarside Salfgmis L2307
Telephone (951) 274-5624 Teiniax (951) 2756647

ALG 0 D

Mo Allen E. Lawson, Spokesman
san Pasgual Band of Mission Indians
43 Box 363

Malles Center. €A 92082

Subject; The Burean ol Indiza Affairs has decided not 1o recognize the existence of 3
Fribal Government for the San Pasqual Band »F Migsion Indians

Dae Spokesman Lawson:

Over the past several weeks st of the Sowhern California Agencs Nas mel with
reprexeniaiives ol the (rhal govemment in an atlempr 1o resolve serious differences
oNistng ameng the current Busingss Commiltee.  Receni agtions by members of 1
Business Committer clearly show that the Butern of Indian AfTairs (B1A) efforts o0
coeowage meaningtil mediation have been unsuccessivl.  Consequently. | hasg
voneluded thar no recognizable tribal zovernment presently exists. While the BIA weald
preter nen-invelvement in tnternal tribal dispaes. the Tribe's accepange of the Indimn
Reorganization A {IRAL 23 US.C§ 4410 ¢l seg.. places swersicht upen the Secretian

The Burcau's responsibilities and authoritics with respect o this matier are devived 1rom
ils respansibeily 1o carry out the government-to-government relat ipnship and its staterons
abligations pursuant ie e [RA. As such. the BIA must cnsure that the ribal voverning
hady 1x properiy constitited dod qualified i representitte the tnbe v matters befbre the
Drepartamam of ihe Interor.

The soflovary are hightiuhs of reeent actions that heve transpired by the various 1Beions
af the Tribe: both o rhal goverument. commutiees, el (it has led me to the ahove

concusien:

» Priorio June 26, 2008, 2 portion of the tribal {nrellment Committee suspernded
the menthership privileges of the Alto family peading the Tamih s explanation
and response mo a pendimg disenrolinwent senon, Thers is o allowance for the
provisien of suspensien of enrollment i the rihe’s Constitaiion or Crdaiameersy,

s Prorw fune 26, 2008, the Secretary 1 reasurer sas suspended mdetiely
without anthorizatian by Congtitution of Ordindneefs):
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o On Juby 132008, Spokesman Lawson and Delegate Toler held a General
Membership meeting: concurrentiy a mecting was also being held by the Viees
Spokesman Phelps. Secretary «Treasurer MeNeal and Delegate Cope. Hach
separate faction voted to suspend the other s members of the Business Committee,
again it a manner gonsistent with wribal government provisions. resuiting ina
non-functioning Business Commimee;

s Onduly 16 2008, | meowith both stides and relaied that hoth groups combined
represent the elected Business Conmmitter and that operating separalely was net
representative of the clected Business Commitee. T offered mediancn for the
eniire Busipess Committee and all accepred thix course ol action;

s Medisuon was conducied wath the assistanee of the Department of Justice on July
21.2008. After the meeting Spokesman Lawson handed the Viee-Spokesman
Phelps and Delegate Cope a notice of impeachment and the impeachmen action
was 1o be held on Sunday, Julv 27, 2008

»  Chydulv 27, D008, 2 generzl counall meeting was held by Spokesman Lawson arnd
Delegate Toler resuliing in the impeachiment of Vice-Spokesman Phelps aod
Delegate Cope. 1 he general membership selecied replacements for the two
removed sndividuals.

Bath groups have conducted generst membership meelings that have raised questions
converning issues of proper quorums. inpeachments. suspensions, cleced replavemenis,
and the vonduct of proper busines< for the Triba. Farther. hoth groups have demuonstraied
unwiiyness (o wark with cach ather and have accused the ather of not following proper
constitutional processes and due process.  Also, both groups have  demonstrated
urwsliingness to work with the Departivent of Justice mediator.

My eonclugion. which t based upon the recenl actions of the various members, is hat no
recopnizable government exists. Further, indications are (hat this dispute will conringe to
exist uniil the clected mentbars work through the controversy consesent with ihe Tribe's
Constitution and 18 procedural process. Nelther [ nor members of the Southern
Califormia Ageney wish to imrude into maners tha are uniquely issues of 1ribal self-
government. The fribal members are vhimately responsthle for dewcommng which
laction is (he proper representative of the San Pasqual government,  Only foderally
recognized tribal govermments mav operate governmentt pragrams. husincsses, ennduet
business or act on bebadf of dwir membership, Therafore, ¢fTective this date, Fam unable
lo recogmize any tibal government for San Masqual and strongly urge the members of the
San Pasgual Band of Mission Indians 10 tke immediate actior w address this mater.



L

TO: 2605090 PAGE: 003 OF 003

§/2/2008 6:58 PM FROM: Fax

» S
N HET £
PO SR

Tames | Flewher
superinendent

Reben Pheips, Viee-Chairman

Angela Marimey MeNeal, Sceretarys Treusurer
Jerald Cope. Delegate

David Toler, Delegate
Pacilic Region. Ain: Trbal Operations

Assigant Secretary - Indian Affairs. €.
Attn: Tribal Governmem

Indian Gaming Managemen
Arn: Manoel Sancher. [nvestigator
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