
adiconNetworkNewsXMyProfileFriends'ActivityViewMoreActivityPostedat3:22PMET,11/24/2010CIAbrainexperimentspursuedinveterans’suitByJeffSteinTheCIAisnotoriousforitsColdWarYeraexperimentswithLSDandotherchemicalsonunwittingcitizensandsoldiers.Detailshaveemergedinbooksandarticlesbeginningmorethan30yearsago.ButifmilitaryveteranshavetheirwayinaCalifornialawsuit,thespyagency’squesttoturnhumansintorobotYlikeassassinsviaelectrodesplantedintheirbrainswillgetfarmoreexposurethanthedrugstheCIAtestedonsubjectsrangingfromsoldierstounwittingbarpatronsandtheclientsofprostitutes.It’snotjustsciencefictionYYortheimaginingsofthementallyill.In1961,atopCIAscientistreportedinaninternalmemothat"thefeasibilityofremotecontrolofactivitiesinseveralspeciesofanimalshasbeendemonstrated…Specialinvestigationsandevaluationswillbeconductedtowardtheapplicationofselectedelementsofthesetechniquestoman,"accordingto“TheCIAandtheSearchfortheManchurianCandidate,”a1979bookbyformerStateDepartmentintelligenceofficerJohnMarks.“[T]hiscoldYbloodedproject,”Markswrote,“wasdesigned…forthedeliveryofchemicalandbiologicalagentsorfor‘executiveactionYtypeoperations,’accordingtoadocument.‘Executiveaction’wastheCIA'seuphemismforassassination.”TheCIApursuedsuchexperimentsbecauseitwasconvincedtheSovietsweredoingthesame.Victimshavesoughtjusticeforyears,invain.Now,almost40yearslater,afederalmagistratehasorderedtheCIAtoproducerecordsandwitnessesabouttheLSDandotherexperiments“allegedlyconductedonthousandsofsoldiersfrom1950through1975,”accordingtonewsaccounts.U.S.MagistrateJudgeJohnLarsen’sNov.17orderexemptedtheagencyfromhavingtotestifyaboutelectrodetestsonhumans,butGordonP.Erspamer,leadattorneyfortheveterans,says“wearepursuingthisaswell.”“Thereisnoquestionthattheseexperimentsweredone,”ErspamersaidbyeYmailTuesday,“butdefendantssaythattheyusedprivateresearchersandtestsubjectsdrawnfromprisons,hospitalsandnursinghomesassubjects,notactivedutymilitary[personnel].CIAsaidithadnooneknowledgeableonthistopic.”Erspamer,seniorcounselintheSanFranciscoofficeofMorrison&Foerster,said“several”CIAwitnesses“are…stillalive,”namingsomethathavebeenpubliclyidentified,butoptingtokeepsecretothersbeforehecallsthem.Papersfiledinthecasedescribe“electricaldevicesimplantedinbraintissuewithelectrodesinvariousregions,includingthehippocampus,thehypothalamus,thefrontallobe(viatheseptum),thecortexandvariousotherplaces,”Erspamersaid,drawingon[researchpapers](http://media.washingtonpost.com/wpYsrv/politics/documents/spytalkheathdocument.pdf)writtenbygovernmentscientists.
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“Webelievethatoneofourplaintiffswasgivenaseptalimplantat[EdgewoodArsenal](www.edgewoodtestvets.org),”hesaid,basedonanMRIhehas“showinga‘foreignbody’ontheborderbetweentheseptumandthefrontallobe.”“AlotofthisworkwasdoneoutofTulaneUniversityusingalocalstatehospitalandfundingfromacutYout(front)organizationcalledtheCommonwealthFund,”hecontinued,againdrawingontheresearchpapers.“WetriedtogetdocsfromTulane,buttheytoldusthattheyweredestroyedinthehurricaneflooding.”TheCIAclaimsthatatleastsomeofthedocumentsshouldremainclassifiedas“statesecrets.”ButMagistrateLarsontoldtheagencytocomebackwithabetterrationale,a"supplementaldeclarationexplainingwithheightenedspecificity"whythedocumentsshouldbeprotectedafteralltheseyears.*MorefromSpyTalk:*PotgrowersportrayedasterroristthreatsbyU.S.government.AIPACspyscandalturnssordid.Aviatortappedtorunbigexplosionlab.ByJeffStein|November24,2010;3:22PMETCategories:Intelligence,Lawandcourts,MilitarySave&Share:Previous:LegendaryCIAagentBobAmestogetfullbiography,30yearsafterbombingdeathNext:WikiLeaks:AhmedWaliKarzaiwantedpolygraph
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