
»PrintThiscopyisforyourpersonal,non�commercialuseonly.Toorderpresentation�readycopiesfordistributiontocolleagues,clientsorcustomers,usetheReprintstoolatthetopofanyarticleorvisit:www.reutersreprints.com.U.S.StateDepartmentspeakstoTwitteroverIranTue,Jun162009BySuePlemingWASHINGTON(Reuters)�TheU.S.StateDepartmentsaidonTuesdayithadcontactedthesocialnetworkingserviceTwittertourgeittodelayaplannedupgradethatwouldhavecutdaytimeservicetoIranianswhoaredisputingtheirelection.ConfirmationthattheU.S.governmenthadcontactedTwittercameastheObamaadministrationsoughttoavoidsuggestionsitwasmeddlinginIran'sinternalaffairsastheIslamicRepublicbattledtocontroldeadlystreetprotestsovertheelectionresult.TwitterandFacebookhavebeenusedasatoolbymanyyoungpeopletocoordinateprotestsovertheelection'soutcome.PresidentBarackObamasaidearlieronTuesdayhebelieved"people'svoicesshouldbeheardandnotsuppressed"inIran.Obama,whohassoughtdirectengagementwithIran,alsosaidhedidnotwanttobeseenas"meddling"inIranianinternalaffairs,giventhetwocountries'rockyhistory.ButhisspokesmanRobertGibbssaidObamahas"deploredandcondemnedtheviolencethatwe'veseen,andunderscoredthattheworldisseeinginIranayearningforchange."TwitterIncsaidinablogpostitdelayedaplannedupgradebecauseofitsroleasan"importantcommunicationtoolinIran."Thehour�longmaintenancewasputbackto5p.m.EDT/2100GMT,whichcorrespondsto1:30a.m.onWednesdayinIran.TheupgradeoriginallyhadbeenplannedforMondaynightintheUnitedStates,whichwouldhavecutdaytimeserviceinIranonTuesday.



TheStateDepartmentdeclinedtogiveimmediatedetailsofthecontactwithTwitter,whichhasbeenusedparticularlybyyoungurbanIranianswhoaredisputingPresidentMahmoudAhmadinejad'sre�electionlastFriday."Wehighlightedtothemthatthiswasanimportantformofcommunication,"saidaStateDepartmentofficialoftheconversationthedepartmenthadwithTwitterofficials.AnysignofU.S.involvementintheactionsofTwitteroranyothersocialnetworkingservicecouldbeseizedonbyIranasU.S.interferenceintheelectoralprocess.IranianofficialsdeclaredthatAhmadinejaddefeatedhismoremoderatechallenger,formerprimeministerMirhosseinMousavi,inlastFriday'selection,triggeringmassivestreetprotestsbyIraniansquestioningtheelection'slegitimacy.StateDepartmentspokesmanIanKellystronglyrejectedthatcontactstoTwitteramountedtomeddlinginIranianinternalaffairs."Thisisaboutgivingtheirvoicesachancetobeheard.Oneofthewaysthattheirvoicesareheardarethroughnewmedia,"Kellytoldreporters.HesaidtherewerecontactswithTwitterovertheweekend.(AdditionalreportingbyDeborahCharlesandRossColvin;EditingbyWillDunham)©ThomsonReuters2010.Allrightsreserved.Usersmaydownloadandprintextractsofcontentfromthiswebsitefortheirownpersonalandnon�commercialuseonly.RepublicationorredistributionofThomsonReuterscontent,includingbyframingorsimilarmeans,isexpresslyprohibitedwithoutthepriorwrittenconsentofThomsonReuters.ThomsonReutersanditslogoareregisteredtrademarksortrademarksoftheThomsonReutersgroupofcompaniesaroundtheworld.ThomsonReutersjournalistsaresubjecttoanEditorialHandbookwhichrequiresfairpresentationanddisclosureofrelevantinterests.Thiscopyisforyourpersonal,non�commercialuseonly.Toorderpresentation�readycopiesfordistributiontocolleagues,clientsorcustomers,usetheReprintstoolatthetopofanyarticleorvisit:www.reutersreprints.com.


