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HealthPoloniumJ210,HiddeninCigarettes,Kills17,000/yr,TotallyUnregulatedPoloniume210HiddeninCigarettes,SaysStudybytheMayoClinicandStanfordUniversity//ItKillsMoreThan17,000EveryYearButIsTotallyUnregulatedandNotEvenDisclosed2008�07�1714:55:37�AnewstudyshowsthattobaccocompaniessuppressedtheirowninternalresearchonPolonium¤210¤minuteamountsofwhichkilledformerKGBagentAlexanderV.Litvinenko¤soastoavoid"wakingasleepinggiant"asaPhilipMorrismemoputit,andthatitcausesasmuchradiationexposureas300chestX¤raysayear,isresponsiblefor1%ofallU.S.lungcancers,andmorethan1,600U.S.deathsandover11,000deathsworldwideeveryyear.Thestudy,bytheMayoClinicandStanfordUniversity,foundthatcigarettemakers"continuetominimizeits[polonium�210's]importanceinsmokingandhealthlitigationandremainsilentontheissueontheirWebsitesandintheirmessagestoconsumers."www.ajph.org/cgi/content/abstract/AJPH.2007.130963v1Ironically,althoughthisisoneofthemostdeadlysubstancesknowntoscience�250,000timesmoretoxicthanhydrogencyanide�thefederalgovernmenthasnopowertoregulatetheamountsincigarettes,nortoevenrequiretobaccocompaniestodisclosethisingredienttothepublic,sayspublicinterestlawprofessorJohnBanzhafofActiononSmokingandHealth(ASH).Indeed,surveysshowthatmostpeoplehavenoideathatthereisPolonium�210inthecigarettesmokebothsmokersandnonsmokersinhale.Thefewwhodoknowaboutitsexistenceapparentlyassumethatthedoseistoosmalltohaveanysignificanthealtheffect,neverdreamingthatitiskillingover17,000peopleeveryyear.Unfortunately,thebillbeforeCongresstogivetheFDAauthoritytoregulatecigarettes,whileprohibitingtheuseofmostarguably�benignflavoringslikecloveandpeppermint,doesnotrequiretheremovalorevenanydecreaseinthetoxicgases(likecyanide),morethan40othercancer�causingchemicals(likebenzene),orradioactivesubstances(likeplutoniumoruranium).Bycoincidence,astudyjustyesterdayshowedthatthetobaccoindustrymanipulatedmenthollevelsinanefforttoattractyoungchildrenintosmoking(bymaskingtheharshtasteofsmokeforfirsttimesmokers),andtoincreasetheaddictiveholdofnicotineonsmokers�adisclosurewhichmightdelaytheFDAregulationbill.Becausethebillwouldbantheuseofallotherflavoringadditives(likeclovesand



peppermint)butpermittheuseofmenthol,andsincementholisoverwhelmingusedbyAfricanAmericansmokers��includingBlackchildren��ithasalreadybeendamnedforbeingraciallyinsensitiveifnotoutrightracistbytheCongressionalBlackCaucus,AfricanAmericanformerHHHSecretaryLouisW.SullivanandmostotherformerHHSSecretaries,theNationalAfricanAmericanTobaccoPreventionNetwork,andASH,America'sfirstantismokingorganization.www.pr�inside.com/menthol�manipulation�killing�cigarette�bill�r7..LAWPROFESSORJOHNBANZHAFActiononSmokingandHealth(ASH)2013HSt.,NW,Wash.DC20006(202)659�4310ash.org
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