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December8,2010ManArrestedinBombPlotinMarylandByCHARLIESAVAGEandGARYGATELYWASHINGTON—A21�year�oldrecentconverttoIslamtriedtoblowupamilitaryrecruitingstationinaBaltimoresuburbonWednesday,ensnaringhimselfinastingoperationorchestratedbytheFederalBureauofInvestigation,lawenforcementofficialssaid.Theman,AntonioMartinez,whonowcallshimselfMuhammadHussain,thoughthewasdetonatingarealcarbombattheCatonsvillerecruitingoffice,accordingtoacriminalcomplaintfiledagainsthiminfederalcourt.ButhehadactuallybeeninteractingwiththeF.B.I.,andthebombwasafake.Thepublicwas“neverinactualdangerasthisdevicewasinert,andhisactivitiesweremonitoredverycloselyastheplotdeveloped,”saidRichardA.McFeely,thespecialagentinchargeoftheF.B.I.’sBaltimoredivision.Mr.MartinezmadehisinitialappearanceinthefederalcourthouseinBaltimoreonWednesdayafternoon.Hefaceschargesofattemptedmurderoffederalofficialsandattempteduseofaweaponofmassdestruction.AmagistratejudgescheduledadetentionhearingforMonday.JosephA.Balter,adeputyfederalpublicdefenderappointedtorepresentMr.Martinez,said,“It’smuchtooearlyforanyonetocometoanyconclusionsabouttheoutcome,andwejustrequestthatthepublicreservejudgmentandletthelegalprocessproceedasitshould.”Accordingtoan18�pagecomplaint,Mr.MartinezbelievedthattheUnitedStateswasresponsiblefortheSept.11,2001,terroristattacks,andhad“accusedMuslimsofcommittingtheattacksasanexcusetofightthem.”Hesaidsoldierswerelegitimatetargets,thecomplaintsaid.HeapparentlycametotheF.B.I.’sattentioninOctoberafterstrikingupanacquaintanceshipwithagovernmentinformant.Thatperson,thecomplaintsaid,showedtheauthoritiesFacebookmessagesfromMr.MartinezthatexpressedaninterestinjoiningjihadistsinAfghanistan.



TheinformantalsoclaimedthatMr.Martinezhadsaid,apparentlyinaconversationthatwasnotrecorded,thathewantedtoattackarecruitingstation.Inlaterconversationsthatwererecorded,theydiscussedcarryingoutsuchanattack.TheinformantalsoofferedtointroduceMr.Martineztoan“Afghani”bombmaker,whowasactuallyanundercoverF.B.I.agent.Meanwhile,throughoutOctoberandNovember,Mr.MartinezusedhisFacebookpagetopraiseAnwaral�Awlaki,aradicalMuslimclericwhohascalledforterroristattacks,andtopostavideoofinsurgentsattackingWesterntroops.Healsotriedtorecruitthreepeopletojoinhim,butwasrebuffed,thecomplaintsaid.Onepersonissaidtohavetoldhimtheplanwas“wrongideologically,wouldcauseharmtoMuslims,andprobablywouldresultinMartinezgettingcaught.”Afterthethirdfailedrecruitingeffort,hetoldtheinformant,“IguessI’mgonnahavetodoitmyself...we’rejustgonnahavetodoitourselves...I’mO.K.withthat,”thecomplaintsaid.TheplanswerealmostdisruptedbynewsofthearrestofateenagerinOregoninabombplotataChristmastreelightingceremony.Mr.Martinezcalledtheinformantinagitation,thecomplaintsaid,wonderingwhetherhe,too,wasbeing“setup.”Buthedecidedtomoveforward.InearlyDecember,theundercoverF.B.I.agentmetwithMr.MartinezandgavehimanS.U.V.riggedwithadummyexplosive.Theydiscussedwheretoparkthevehiclesoitwouldcausethemostdamage,aswellasaplantofleetoAfghanistan.Onseveraloccasions,theinformantandtheagentsaidtheywouldunderstandifMr.Martinezdidnotwanttoproceed,thecomplaintsaid,butheinsistedthathedid.OnWednesdaymorning,thecomplaintsaid,Mr.Martinezparkedthevehicleattherecruitingstationandthen—afterhebelievedthatsoldiershadarrivedthere—triedtodetonateitwitharemotetrigger.Hewasimmediatelyarrested.InhisbriefcourtappearancelaterWednesday,anunshavenandshaggy�hairedMr.Martinezworeanuntucked,long�sleevedwhiteshirtbuttonedtothetopandfadedjeans.HegavehisnameasMuhammadHussain;whenaskedabouthislegalname,hereplied,“ThatismyothernameIwasbornwith.”Healsotoldthejudgethathedidconstructionworktosupporthiswifebutcouldnotaffordalawyer.HisFacebookpagesayshegraduatedin2005fromLaurelHighSchoolinLaurel,Md.Hiswife’sFacebookpagesayssheisaseniormajoringinEnglishandeducationatPineManorCollege,awomen�onlyschoolinasuburbofBoston.Shedidnotrespondtoane�mail.ThecomplaintalsosaidMr.Martineztoldtheinformantthathedidnothaveacellphoneandmovedfromplacetoplacetolive,thathehadanunspecifiedcriminalrecord,andthathismotherwasnothappyabouthowhewaslivinghislife.



Mr.Martinez’sFacebookpagelistshisinterestsasworshipingGodand—usingIslamicterms—vocalsongs,prayer,proselytizing,religiousstoriesandtheKoran.Italsolistsmarriage,learning,workandthemovies“TheLastSamurai”and“Avatar.”Inabiographysection,hewrote:“IMjustayungbrothafromthewrongsideofthetrackswhoembracedIslam,”adding:“WegottariseupinshallahandcontinuetheestablishmentofIslamontheearthwiththehelpandguidenceofAllahwecanyamuslimeen!!!”Italsosaysheis“Lookingfor:friendship.”CharlieSavagereportedfromWashington,andGaryGatelyfromBaltimore.


