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San Diego journalist Darrin Mortenson, who was embedded with US marines
during the assault on Falluja, told the BBC's Today radio programme he had

seen white phosphorous used "as an incendiary weapon" against insurgents. RELATED INTERNET

Struggle for Irag

However, he "never saw anybody intentionally use any weapon against LINKS: .
civilians", he said. Iraqi Interim Government
US Department of Defense
'Particularly nasty' Global Security
White phosphorus is highly flammable and ignites on contact with oxygen. If The BBC is not responsible for
the substance hits someone's body, it will burn until deprived of oxygen. the content of external internet
sites

Globalsecurity.org, a defence website, says: "Phosphorus burns on the skin are
deep and painful... These weapons are particularly nasty because white TOP MIDDLE EAST
phosphorus continues to burn until it disappears... it could burn right down to STORIES

n
the bone. Iranian scientist 'heading

. . . . !
A spokesman at the UK Ministry of Defence said the use of white phosphorus home'
was permitted in battle in cases where there were no civilians near the target Attack on Yemen security

area. offices
Libvan 'Gaza ship' docks in

But Professor Paul Rogers, of the University of Bradford's department of peace
studies, said white phosphorus could be considered a chemical weapon if Egypt
deliberately aimed at civilians. g | News feeds

£ | News feeds

He told PM: "It is not counted under the chemical weapons convention in its
normal use but, although it is a matter of legal niceties, it probably does fall
into the category of chemical weapons if it is used for this kind of purpose
directly against people."

When an Italian TV documentary revealing the use of white phosphorus in Iraq
was broadcast on 8 November it sparked fury among Italian anti-war
protesters, who demonstrated outside the US embassy in Rome.
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