
Thursday,October9,2008�Pageupdatedat10:38PMPermissiontoreprintorcopythisarticleorphoto,otherthanpersonaluse,mustbeobtainedfromTheSeattleTimes.Call206646463113ore6mailresale@seattletimes.comwithyourrequest.NSAreportedlytappedAmericans'calls,evenphonesexByLosAngelesTimesandMcClatchyNewspapersWASHINGTONâ€”U.S.intelligenceanalystsroutinelyeavesdroppedonpersonalcallsofU.S.militarypersonnel,journalistsandaidworkersoverseasandtheirfamiliesbackhome,accordingtomilitarylinguistsinvolvedinU.S.surveillanceprograms.AnalystswiththesupersecretNationalSecurityAgency(NSA)reportedlysharedsomeinterceptsofhighlypersonalconversations,includingphonesex.Iftheaccusationsaretrue,theycouldreignitecontroversyovertheadministration'spost�Sept.11eavesdroppingoperationsanditseffortstocollectvastquantitiesofdataaboutAmericans'tax,medicalandtravelrecords;credit�cardpurchases;e�mails;andotherinformation.TheaccountsarethemostdetailedtodatetochallengetheassertionsofPresidentBush,CIADirectorMichaelHaydenandotheradministrationofficialsthattheUnitedStates'overseas�wiretappingactivitieshavebeencarefullymonitoredtopreventabuseandinvasionofU.S.citizens'privacy.BushandotherseniorofficialsrepeatedlysaidthataftertheSept.11attacks,theNSAonlymonitoredtheprivatecommunicationsofAmericanssuspectedoflinkstoal�Qaidaorotherterroristgroupswithoutcourtorders.TheaccusationsfollowthereleaseTuesdayofastudybyagovernment�advisorygroupthatquestionshowusefulcommunicationsinterceptsandanothertechniquesareatferretingoutterroristplots."Theinformationsoughtbyanalystsmustbefilteredoutofthehugequantityofdataavailable[theneedleinthehaystackproblem],"saysthe2�year,352�pagestudybytheNationalResearchCouncilfortheDepartmentofHomelandSecurity."Evenunderthepressureofthreatsasseriousasterrorism,theprivacyrightsandcivillibertiesthatarethecherishedcorevaluesofournationmustnotbedestroyed,"thereportwarns.Describingtheaccusationsas"extremelydisturbing,"Sen.JayRockefeller,D�W.Va.,chairmanoftheSenateIntelligenceCommittee,saidthepanelhadstartedaninquiryandrequestedrecordsfromtheBushadministration.



ThelinguistssaidthatrecordingsofintimateconversationsbetweenU.S.citizensandtheirlovedonesweresometimespassedaround,outofprurientinterest,amonganalystsatanelectronic�surveillancefacilityatFortGordon,Ga.TheyalsosaidtheywereencouragedtocontinuemonitoringcallsofaidworkersandotherpersonnelstationedintheMiddleEastevenafteritwasclearthecallershadnotiestoterroristsorposedanythreattoU.S.interests."Therewerepeoplewhocalledthestatestotalktotheirfamilies,"saidAdrienneKinne,31,aformerArablinguistintheArmyReserveswhoworkedataNationalSecurityAgency(NSA)facilityatFortGordonfrom2001to2003."Weidentifiedphonenumbersbelongingtononthreateninggroups,includingtheRedCross,"shesaidinaninterview."Wecouldhaveblockedtheirnumbers,butwedidn't,andweweretoldtolistentothemjustincase."Kinne'saccountswereechoedbyaformerNavylinguist,DavidMurfeeFaulk,39,whoworkedatthesamefacilityfrom2003to2007andsaidthegovernmentroutinelymonitoredconversationsbetweenU.S.troopsinIraqandtheirspousesorlovedones."Iobservedpeoplewritingdown,wordforword,veryembarrassingconversations,"Faulksaid."Peoplewouldsay,'Hey,checkthisout;you'renotgoingtobelievewhatIheard.'"TheirclaimswereinitiallyreportedThursdaybyABCNews."CallinghometotheUnitedStates,talkingtotheirspouses,sometimestheirgirlfriends,sometimesonephonecallfollowinganother,"FaulktoldABC.Theinterceptoperatorssharedrecordingsofsalaciousconversationsand"phonesex"betweenU.S.militarypersonnelandtheirwivesorgirlfriends,addedFaulk,whoworkeduntilrecentlyasareporterforanewspaperinAugusta,Ga.Hesaidhefeltguiltyaboutwhattheyweredoing."Ifeelthatitwassomethingthatthepeopleshouldnothavedone.Includingme."KinnefirstspokepubliclyaboutthereportedmonitoringofU.S.journalistsandaidworkersinIraqontheindependentradioprogram"DemocracyNow!"inMay."Thesewerejustreallyeveryday,average,ordinaryAmericanswhohappenedtobeintheMiddleEast,inourareaofinterceptandhappenedtobemakingthesephonecallsonsatellitephones,"KinnetoldABC,describingthecallsas"personal,privatethingswithAmericanswhoarenotinanyway,shapeorformassociatedwithanythingtodowithterrorism."



Bothlinguists,whodidn'tknoweachother,saidtheirsuperiorsrebuffedquestionsaboutthemonitoringofU.S.citizens'privateconversations.Kinne,whonowworksataveteranshospitalinVermontandhasjoinedaveterans'anti�wargroup,said"collecting"thecallsofinnocentAmericanshobbledtheNSA'sabilitytofindgenuineterrorism�relatedmaterialamongvastamountsofuselessdata."Bycastingthenetsowide...it'shardertofindthatpieceofinformationthatmightactuallybeusefultosomebody,"shesaid."You'reactuallyhurtingourabilitytoeffectivelyprotectournationalsecurity."TheBushadministration'soverseas�wiretappingprogramhasbeenasourceofcontroversysinceitwasdisclosedinDecember2005thatBushhadsecretlyauthorizedtheNSAtooverrideexistinglawsandbeginmonitoringtheinternationalphonecallsande�mailsofU.S.residents.Critics,includingsomemembersofCongress,describedtheeavesdroppingasaviolationoflawspassedinthe1970sthatrequiredcourtwarrantsbeforecommunicationsofU.S.residentscouldbemonitored.BushandHayden,whoheadedtheNSAfrom1999to2005,repeatedlydefendedthelegalityoftheprogram,characterizingitasacarefullytargetedoperation."We'regoingafterveryspecificcommunicationsthatourprofessionaljudgmenttellsuswehavereasontobelievearethoseassociatedwithpeoplewhowanttokillAmericans,"Haydensaidin2006.ItisnotclearwhethertheabusesreportedbyKinneandFaulkoccurredaspartoftheTerroristSurveillanceProgramauthorizedbyBushaftertheSept.11attacksorweretiedtomorenarrowmilitary�intelligenceoperationsfocusedonprotectingU.S.forces.AnNSAspokesmansaidtheagency"takesitslegalresponsibilityseriously"andoperates"instrictaccordancewithU.S.lawsandregulationsandwiththehigheststandardsofintegrityandlawfulaction.""Someoftheseallegationshavebeeninvestigatedandfoundtobeunsubstantiated,"theNSAspokesmansaid."Othersareintheinvestigationprocess."AU.S.intelligenceofficialwhorequestedanonymitysaidtheinspectorsgeneralattheArmyandtheNSAhadinvestigatedKinne'sallegationsand"werenotabletosubstantiatethem."KinneandFaulkdescribedworkingatFortGordonwhererowsoflinguistsandanalystswearingheadphonescombthroughinterceptscollectedfromallovertheworld,transcribingtherecordingsintoEnglish.FortGordonisoneofthreemilitaryfacilitiesintheUnitedStatesâ€”theothersareinTexasandHawaiiâ€”dedicatedto"signals"intelligenceanalysis.Copyright©TheSeattleTimesCompany


