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Bin Laden's new image: younger, more Marxist
The former multimillionaire now blames global capitalism and class
for the tragedies in Iraq and Afghanistan.
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By Fawaz A. Gerges / September 13, 2007

BRONXVILLE, N.Y.

AFTER A THREE-YEAR absence, Osama bin Laden has resurfaced in another of his rousing videotapes, only
this time with a new image and a new message. Projecting a younger look, Mr. bin Laden gives his most
ideological address since the early 1990s with an assault on capitalism and liberal democracy loaded with
Marxist and socialist terms. Indeed, this new bin Laden sounds more like Che Guevara, the Marxist
revolutionary, than some of his rifle-toting Al Qaeda cohorts.

Gone is bin Laden's vintage militaristic appearance. He has exchanged his fatigues and Kalashnikov for a
white robe, circular cap, and beige cloak, giving him an aura of clerical wisdom. The new bin Laden portrays
himself as a spiritual figure, not a grizzled soldier.

His gray beard is dyed black and trimmed neatly, which is actually an old tradition dating back to the birth of
Islam; the prophet Muhammad reportedly dyed his hair and recommended, while at war, that his commanders
and soldiers dye theirs to strike fear in the enemy.

In the video, bin Laden addresses Americans and rails against the ills of economic exploitation, multinational
corporations, and globalization. He tells them to liberate themselves from "the deception, shackles, and
attrition of the capitalist system." Similar to his incitement of Muslims against their oppressive, "apostate"
rulers and the meddlesome West, bin Laden now seems to be trying to galvanize Americans against their own
harsh socioeconomic and political system.

"Poor and exploited Americans, unite against your capitalist laws that make the rich richer and the poor
poorer," the former multimillionaire businessman tells the camera. Never before has bin Laden utilized the
grandiose language of Marxism in his statements to the American people. And yet, he says, Muslims and
Americans are alike; they are both victims of the capitalist system, which "seeks to turn the entire world into a
fiefdom of the major corporations under the label of 'globalization' in order to protect democracy."

While in the past bin Laden emphasized the clash of cultures and religions as the basis for confrontation, he
now talks about commonalities of victimhood and suffering. He blames the global system of capital and class
for the tragedies in Iraq and Afghanistan, the poverty of Africa, and "the reeling of many [Americans] under
the burden of interest-related debts, insane taxes, and real estate mortgages." According to the new bin Laden,
big capital, class interests, and multinationals — not religion or culture — are responsible for perpetuating war
and killing.

Similarly, bin Laden had never before made distinctions between the American people and their leaders, but
now he says that Americans, like Muslims, are victims of profiteering and the corporations that control the
political process and media.
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Why South Korea is proposing a reunification tax
A reunification tax proposed Sunday by President Lee Myung-bak would help South Korea's economy recover

from the more than $1 trillion cost of merging with economically-stunted North Korea.
Scientists hack into cars' computers -- control brakes, engine remotely

3 Reasons Israel will attack Iran

3 Reasons Israel won't bomb Iran



https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=CTE&cds_page_id=76047&cds_response_key=I0CCTETB1
http://www.csmonitor.com/Science/2010/0813/Trojan-asteroid-detected-in-Neptune-s-dead-zone
http://www.csmonitor.com/From-the-news-wires/2010/0813/Michael-Jordan-Dream-Team-to-stand-together-again-at-Hall-of-Fame
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2010/0814/Obama-mosque-dispute-In-backing-plans-he-parts-with-many-Americans
http://www.csmonitor.com/Science/2010/0812/Liquid-metal-could-wrap-future-Apple-products
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2010/0813/Why-California-gay-marriage-ruling-may-not-head-to-US-Supreme-Court
javascript:submitCJ10657022X174('CJ10657022X174',null);
javascript:submitCJ10657022X174('CJ10657022X174',null);
javascript:submitCJ10657022X174('CJ10657022X174',null);
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Contact/Feedback/About-these-Ads
https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=CSX&cds_page_id=67239&cds_response_key=I0CCSXRED
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/terrorism-security/2010/0815/Why-South-Korea-is-proposing-a-reunification-tax
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/terrorism-security/2010/0815/Why-South-Korea-is-proposing-a-reunification-tax
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0813/Scientists-hack-into-cars-computers-control-brakes-engine-remotely
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2010/0813/3-Reasons-Israel-will-attack-Iran/Holocaust-denial-and-Holocaust-fears
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2010/0813/3-Reasons-Israel-won-t-bomb-Iran/It-s-a-long-trip-for-Israeli-planes-and-there-s-no-certainty-of-success

Photos of the day
08.13.10 »

Space photos
~ .- Of the:day

.

Space DOtOS of the day 08/12

rachel zoe’s
picks.

See all her new fall favorires.

Enjoy free shipping

and free returns too.

Shop now

PIPERLIME

rachel zoe’s
picks.

See all her new fall favorites.

Enjoy free shipping
and free returns too.

Shop now

PIPERLIME

rachel zoe’s
picks.

See all her new fall favorires.
Enjoy free shipping
and free returns too.

Shop now

PIPERLIME

About these ads

FREE daily e-mail newsletter

CSMonitor.com top stories, cartoons and photos

Your e-mail address |



http://www.csmonitor.com/CSM-Photo-Galleries/Photos-of-the-Day/2010/Photos-of-the-Day-08-13
http://www.csmonitor.com/CSM-Photo-Galleries/Photos-of-the-Day/2010/Photos-of-the-Day-08-13
http://www.csmonitor.com/CSM-Photo-Galleries/In-Pictures/Space-Photos-of-the-Day/Space-photos-of-the-day-08-12
http://www.csmonitor.com/CSM-Photo-Galleries/In-Pictures/Space-Photos-of-the-Day/Space-photos-of-the-day-08-12
javascript:submitCJ10657022X174('CJ10657022X174',null);
javascript:submitCJ10657022X174('CJ10657022X174',null);
javascript:submitCJ10657022X174('CJ10657022X174',null);
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Contact/Feedback/About-these-Ads

| m@ See sample | Privacy Policy

What happens when ordinary people decide to pay it
forward? Extraordinary change. See how individuals
are making a difference...

A financial adviser at
home in lllinois, Jerry
Quick came to Mexico to
help build homes, and
expanded his work to
include a ministry and job
training.

Even rising drug violence won't stop him from
helping Mexico's poor

Jerry Quick has been visiting Juarez, Mexico, for a
decade, building houses and setting up job training
programs.

Become part of the Monitor community
16,400 Fans | 6,000 on Twitter | 700K RSS subscribers

Bece B

Want
more?

Click here
to receive
4 FREE

ISSUES!

Ads by Google (About these ads)
Ads by Google (About these ads)


http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Subscriptions/E-mail-Newsletters/Samples/Daily
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Privacy-Policy
http://www.csmonitor.com/Specials/making-a-difference
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Americas/2010/0809/Even-rising-drug-violence-won-t-stop-him-from-helping-Mexico-s-poor
https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=CSX&cds_page_id=76841&cds_response_key=I0FCSXBG2
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0913/p09s01-coop.html#ads
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0913/p09s01-coop.html#ads

Counter-Terrorism Studies www.APUS.ec

Earn a certificate program in counter-
terrorism studies. Online.

Counterterrorism Degrees www.Henley-F

BS/MS in Counterterrorism Taught by
Former CIA, FBI and SS

Is Your Bank In Trouble? www.MoneyAnd

Free list Of Banks Doomed To Fail. The
Banks and Brokers X List. Free!

Sponsored Links
Booking Agency
Grabow Entertainment Agency
Business Resources
Business Cards
Checks

Computers
PowerEdge Memory
Charitable Donations
Car Donations

Boat Donations

Graphic Design

Logo Design - LogoBee
Real Estate
International Shipping
Mortgage Calculator
Moving

Moving Companies
Real Estate

Speakers Bureau
Christian Speakers
Motivational Speakers
Sports Speakers Bureaus
Web Services
Dedicated Servers

Web Hostin_g
Enjoy rree shipping and free returns
| - ‘PIPERLIME

& 3 * on spring’s new arrivals. Shop now ~
= 3 @p

ENjOy Free shlppmo and Free returns
e ‘PIPERLIME

g on spring’s new arrivals. Shop n(m



http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BwotQkQ5oTPOeGNuZnQft-4SVC5azosYBhrXB9hXAjbcBgONcEAEYASCN8OUFKAM4AFDGucrQB2DJxtuN_KSoE6ABy6m6_wOyARF3d3cuY3Ntb25pdG9yLmNvbboBCjMwMHgyNTBfYXPIAQHaATNodHRwOi8vd3d3LmNzbW9uaXRvci5jb20vMjAwNy8wOTEzL3AwOXMwMS1jb29wLmh0bWyAAgHIAr64rwGoAwHIAwfoA5kB6AOMA-gD_QPoA5gD6APkBvUDAAQCRPUDECAAAQ&num=1&sig=AGiWqtxv4CqL7dnEewh5EkJycJQ-QJOOPQ&client=ca-pub-6743622525202572&adurl=http://www.amu.apus.edu/lp/counter-terrorism-studies/associate
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BjF4UkQ5oTPOeGNuZnQft-4SVC9zft80BpOXY0RPAjbcBgJ9JEAIYAiCN8OUFKAM4AFCF16XCAWDJxtuN_KSoE6ABwJ_w-AOyARF3d3cuY3Ntb25pdG9yLmNvbboBCjMwMHgyNTBfYXPIAQHaATNodHRwOi8vd3d3LmNzbW9uaXRvci5jb20vMjAwNy8wOTEzL3AwOXMwMS1jb29wLmh0bWyAAgHIAqiSkQ-oAwHIAwfoA5kB6AOMA-gD_QPoA5gD6APkBvUDAAQCRPUDECAAAQ&num=2&sig=AGiWqtwpIkVrRC0mCadTu9RBrhHnx4mp3g&client=ca-pub-6743622525202572&adurl=http://www.henley-putnam.edu/452-233.htm%3Faffcode%3Dppc_googlegcn
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B7zU9kQ5oTPOeGNuZnQft-4SVC5rG49UBxuqm1w761dSLBsD8FRADGAMgjfDlBSgDOABQ9cysjvr_____AWDJxtuN_KSoE6ABnqP57gOyARF3d3cuY3Ntb25pdG9yLmNvbboBCjMwMHgyNTBfYXPIAQHaATNodHRwOi8vd3d3LmNzbW9uaXRvci5jb20vMjAwNy8wOTEzL3AwOXMwMS1jb29wLmh0bWyAAgHAAgHIAtTCrAqoAwHIAwfoA5kB6AOMA-gD_QPoA5gD6APkBvUDAAQCRPUDECAAAQ&num=3&sig=AGiWqtytgotaxz_IRapUW3rHFMF7jBvzRA&client=ca-pub-6743622525202572&adurl=http://finance.moneyandmarkets.com/roi/x-list.php%3Fsc%3DG100%26ec%3DA95580%26ga_campaign%3Dmam-xlist-(A95580)%2Broi%2Bplacements%26ga_adgroup%3Dcsmonitor
http://www.grabow.biz/
http://www.allbusinesscards.com/
http://www.vistaprint.com/checks-custom-multi.aspx
http://www.memoryupgrade.pro/poweredge-memory.html
http://www.carangel.com/
http://www.boatangel.org/
http://www.logobee.com/
http://www.internationalmovers.com/
http://www.nationalmortgage.com/calculators/
http://www.vanlines.com/
http://www.vanlines.com/moving.html
http://www.usrealestate.com/
http://www.playingfieldpromotions.com/
http://www.allamericanspeakers.com/
http://www.athletepromotions.com/
http://www.superbhosting.net/dedicatedservers/
http://www.fatcow.com/
javascript:submitCJ10577434X284('CJ10577434X284',null);
javascript:submitCJ10577434X284('CJ10577434X284',null);

LI]J()V FIec shlpplno And FIreéc REtUurns
b on spring’s new arrivals. M ‘ PIPERLIME
« BB * pring

About these ads

Home

About

Site Map

Monitor Topics

Contact Us

Subscribe

Text

Specials

Multimedia

Make Us Your Home Page

Careers

Corrections

Find us online

Advertise With Us

Monitor Mall

Today's Article on Christian Science
© The Christian Science Monitor. All Rights Reserved. Terms under which this service is provided to you.
Privacy Policy.



javascript:submitCJ10577434X284('CJ10577434X284',null);
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Contact/Feedback/About-these-Ads
http://www.csmonitor.com/
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/The-Monitor-difference
http://www.csmonitor.com/content/view/sitemap/2
http://www.csmonitor.com/Monitor-Topics
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Contact
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Subscriptions
http://www.csmonitor.com/textedition
http://www.csmonitor.com/Specials
http://www.csmonitor.com/Multimedia
http://www.csmonitor.com/layout/set/popup/About/homepage.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Careers
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Corrections
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Find-us-online
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Advertise
http://www.csmonitormall.com/
http://www.csmonitor.com/The-Culture/Articles-on-Christian-Science/2010/0813/Learning-to-love-at-30-000-feet
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Terms
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Privacy-Policy

