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Bin Laden's new image: younger, more Marxist
The former multimillionaire now blames global capitalism and class

for the tragedies in Iraq and Afghanistan.
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Even though this new video is a dramatic departure from his usual religious rhetoric, bin Laden tells
Americans to convert because Islam will set them "free," ridding them of the "warmongering owners of the
major corporations." Religion is offered as a means to resolve the crisis of exploitative capital and war
industry.

Surprisingly, the son of Arabia, known for his religious intolerance and fanaticism, is eager not to offend the
religious sensibility of Americans. He urges them to read the Koran and learn firsthand about Islam and how
the "prophet" Jesus and his mother are mentioned dozens of times. "Don't be turned away from Islam by the
terrible situation of the Muslims today," he says, reading from papers in front of him, "for our rulers in
general abandoned Islam many decades ago, but our fore-fathers were the leaders and pioneers of the world
for many centuries, when they held firmly to Islam."

Intentionally or unintentionally, bin Laden is venturing into a new ideological terrain. He is blurring the lines
between jihadist messianism and Marxist utopia, which might, in turn, throw his die-hard Salafi supporters off
balance.

Militant Salafism, a hard-line sect within Sunni Islam, follows a literalist interpretation of the Koran and is
suspicious of philosophical innovation. Marx's conception of material history, rendered exclusively in terms of
economic impulses, is thus incompatible with Al Qaeda's brand of Islamicism.

What will Salafis make of bin Laden's recent choice to emphasize a socialist critique of Western capitalist-
democracy rather than Koranic legitimization? Militant Islamists are most likely elated by the emergence of
their beloved sheikh, but at the same time bewildered by his ideological language and terms of references.
While US officials scrutinize the video for clues of new attacks, they seem to be losing sight of its strategic
propagandist value. Bin Laden does not have to give signals to strike inside the US. Al Qaeda Central and the
US are already waging war, and Ayman al-Zawahiri, Al Qaeda's No. 2, is apparently the operational
commander these days, not bin Laden.

Bin Laden's address is a new twist in the ideological struggle for hearts and minds, mostly because it targets
Westerners and Americans. Obviously, bin Laden and his senior associates feel confident to expand their
propaganda campaign in the other war — the war of ideas.

Fawaz A. Gerges, who has just returned from a 15-month sabbatical in the Middle East, is a professor at
Sarah Lawrence College and author of "Journey of the Jihadist: Inside Muslim Militancy" and "The Far
Enemy: Why Jihad Went Global."
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a new news service from The Christian Science Monitor —

ABSOLUTELY FREE!
Try the new weekly Monitor at a price so low...it's like getting 18



http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&winname=addthis&pub=csmtechstaff&source=tbx-250&lng=en-us&s=digg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.csmonitor.com%2F2007%2F0913%2Fp09s01-coop.html%2F(page)%2F2&title=Bin%20Laden's%20new%20image%3A%20younger%2C%20more%20Marxist%20%2F%20The%20Christian%20Science%20Monitor%20-%20CSMonitor.com&ate=AT-csmtechstaff/-/pz-1/4c7611b03bdee874/3&sms_ss=1&CXNID=2000001.5215456080540439074NXC&tt=0
javascript:RightslinkPopUp();
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0913/p09s01-coop.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0913/p09s01-coop.html
javascript:window.print();
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&winname=addthis&pub=csmtechstaff&source=tbx-250&lng=en-us&s=facebook&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.csmonitor.com%2F2007%2F0913%2Fp09s01-coop.html%2F(page)%2F2&title=Bin%20Laden's%20new%20image%3A%20younger%2C%20more%20Marxist%20%2F%20The%20Christian%20Science%20Monitor%20-%20CSMonitor.com&ate=AT-csmtechstaff/-/pz-1/4c7611b03bdee874/4&sms_ss=1&CXNID=2000001.5215456080540439074NXC&tt=0
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&winname=addthis&pub=csmtechstaff&source=tbx-250&lng=en-us&s=buzz&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.csmonitor.com%2F2007%2F0913%2Fp09s01-coop.html%2F(page)%2F2&title=Bin%20Laden's%20new%20image%3A%20younger%2C%20more%20Marxist%20%2F%20The%20Christian%20Science%20Monitor%20-%20CSMonitor.com&ate=AT-csmtechstaff/-/pz-1/4c7611b03bdee874/5&sms_ss=1&CXNID=2000001.5215456080540439074NXC&tt=0
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&winname=addthis&pub=csmtechstaff&source=tbx-250&lng=en-us&s=digg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.csmonitor.com%2F2007%2F0913%2Fp09s01-coop.html%2F(page)%2F2&title=Bin%20Laden's%20new%20image%3A%20younger%2C%20more%20Marxist%20%2F%20The%20Christian%20Science%20Monitor%20-%20CSMonitor.com&ate=AT-csmtechstaff/-/pz-1/4c7611b03bdee874/6&sms_ss=1&CXNID=2000001.5215456080540439074NXC&tt=0
javascript:RightslinkPopUp();
https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=CTE&cds_page_id=76047&cds_response_key=I0CCTETB1
https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=CSX&cds_page_id=67239&cds_response_key=I0CCSXTB2

issues FREE!

Most viewed
Trojan asteroid detected in Neptune's 'dead zone'
Michael Jordan, Dream Team. to stand together again at Hall of Fame

Obama mosque dispute: In backing plans. he parts with many Americans
Liquid metal could wrap future Apple products

Why California gay marriage ruling may not head to US Supreme Court

About these ads
Subscribe to the weekly MONITOR and SAVE 71%

nside CSMonitor.com:

Why South Korea is proposing a reunification tax
A reunification tax proposed Sunday by President Lee Myung-bak would help South Korea's economy recover

from the more than $1 trillion cost of merging with economically-stunted North Korea.
Scientists hack into cars' computers -- control brakes, engine remotely

3 Reasons Israel will attack Iran

3 Reasons Israel won't bomb Iran

Photos of the day
08.13.10 »

In Pictures


https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=CSX&cds_page_id=67239&cds_response_key=I0CCSXTB2
http://www.csmonitor.com/Science/2010/0813/Trojan-asteroid-detected-in-Neptune-s-dead-zone
http://www.csmonitor.com/From-the-news-wires/2010/0813/Michael-Jordan-Dream-Team-to-stand-together-again-at-Hall-of-Fame
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2010/0814/Obama-mosque-dispute-In-backing-plans-he-parts-with-many-Americans
http://www.csmonitor.com/Science/2010/0812/Liquid-metal-could-wrap-future-Apple-products
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Justice/2010/0813/Why-California-gay-marriage-ruling-may-not-head-to-US-Supreme-Court
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Contact/Feedback/About-these-Ads
https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=CSX&cds_page_id=67239&cds_response_key=I0CCSXRED
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/terrorism-security/2010/0815/Why-South-Korea-is-proposing-a-reunification-tax
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/terrorism-security/2010/0815/Why-South-Korea-is-proposing-a-reunification-tax
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/0813/Scientists-hack-into-cars-computers-control-brakes-engine-remotely
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2010/0813/3-Reasons-Israel-will-attack-Iran/Holocaust-denial-and-Holocaust-fears
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2010/0813/3-Reasons-Israel-won-t-bomb-Iran/It-s-a-long-trip-for-Israeli-planes-and-there-s-no-certainty-of-success
http://www.csmonitor.com/CSM-Photo-Galleries/Photos-of-the-Day/2010/Photos-of-the-Day-08-13
http://www.csmonitor.com/CSM-Photo-Galleries/Photos-of-the-Day/2010/Photos-of-the-Day-08-13

Space photos
\ : o_f .t.he Qay

»

-]
-]

About these ads

FREE daily e-mail newsletter

CSMonitor.com top stories, cartoons and photos

|

See sample | Privacy Policy

What happens when ordinary people decide to pay it
forward? Extraordinary change. See how individuals
are making a difference...

A financial adviser at
home in lllinois, Jerry
Quick came to Mexico to


http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Subscriptions/E-mail-Newsletters/Samples/Daily
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Privacy-Policy
http://www.csmonitor.com/CSM-Photo-Galleries/In-Pictures/Space-Photos-of-the-Day/Space-photos-of-the-day-08-12
http://www.csmonitor.com/CSM-Photo-Galleries/In-Pictures/Space-Photos-of-the-Day/Space-photos-of-the-day-08-12
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Contact/Feedback/About-these-Ads
http://www.csmonitor.com/Specials/making-a-difference
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B3hYKLBBoTNCkLIv0nAeQhvClBcnZpNQBAAAAEAEgjfDlBTgAUOzdvIr5_____wFYycStyBZgycbbjfykqBOyARF3d3cuY3Ntb25pdG9yLmNvbcgBA9oBPGh0dHA6Ly93d3cuY3Ntb25pdG9yLmNvbS8yMDA3LzA5MTMvcDA5czAxLWNvb3AuaHRtbC8ocGFnZSkvMuABA8ACAuACAOoCDjMwMHgyNTBCX0VudHJ5-ALy0R6QA6QDmAPgA6gDAcgDBdAEkE7gBAE&num=0&sig=AGiWqty5zY2MlSIThDJHxsiQOQz7KQqKRw&client=ca-pub-6743622525202572&adurl=https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway%3Fcds_mag_code%3DCSX%26cds_page_id%3D76841%26cds_response_key%3DI0HCSXS3W
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B3hYKLBBoTNCkLIv0nAeQhvClBcnZpNQBAAAAEAEgjfDlBTgAUOzdvIr5_____wFYycStyBZgycbbjfykqBOyARF3d3cuY3Ntb25pdG9yLmNvbcgBA9oBPGh0dHA6Ly93d3cuY3Ntb25pdG9yLmNvbS8yMDA3LzA5MTMvcDA5czAxLWNvb3AuaHRtbC8ocGFnZSkvMuABA8ACAuACAOoCDjMwMHgyNTBCX0VudHJ5-ALy0R6QA6QDmAPgA6gDAcgDBdAEkE7gBAE&num=0&sig=AGiWqty5zY2MlSIThDJHxsiQOQz7KQqKRw&client=ca-pub-6743622525202572&adurl=https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway%3Fcds_mag_code%3DCSX%26cds_page_id%3D76841%26cds_response_key%3DI0HCSXS3W

help build homes, and
expanded his work to
include a ministry and job
training.

Even rising drug violence won't stop him from

helping Mexico's poor

Jerry Quick has been visiting Juarez, Mexico, for a
decade, building houses and setting up job training
programs.

Become part of the Monitor community
16,400 Fans | 6,000 on Twitter | 700K RSS subscribers

Bece B

Want [N
more? ot

Click here
to receive

4 FREE
ISSUES!

Ads by Google (About these ads)
Ads by Google (About these ads)

Is Your Bank In Trouble? www.MoneyAnd

Free list Of Banks Doomed To Fail. The
Banks and Brokers X List. Free!

Download Monitor www.gfi.com/web-monito

Monitor & block user downloads in real
time. Download 30 day Trial!

Monitor www.Staples.com

Buy Your Monitors at Staples. Most
Orders Over $50 Ship Free.

Sponsored Links
Booking Agency


http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BEd4_LRBoTPKWJ4SRnQfq9bE1msbj1QHG6qbXDvrV1IsGwO0aEAEYASCN8OUFKAM4AFD1zKyO-v____8BYMnG2438pKgToAGeo_nuA7IBEXd3dy5jc21vbml0b3IuY29tugEKMzAweDI1MF9hc8gBAdoBPGh0dHA6Ly93d3cuY3Ntb25pdG9yLmNvbS8yMDA3LzA5MTMvcDA5czAxLWNvb3AuaHRtbC8ocGFnZSkvMoACAcACAcgC1MKsCqgDAcgDB_UDAAQARA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtzRHBXDX0-PDWpHxZ-Lsz5UwidnXg&client=ca-pub-6743622525202572&adurl=http://finance.moneyandmarkets.com/roi/x-list.php%3Fsc%3DG100%26ec%3DA95580%26ga_campaign%3Dmam-xlist-(A95580)%2Broi%2Bplacements%26ga_adgroup%3Dcsmonitor
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BNkI3LRBoTPKWJ4SRnQfq9bE1_rbTwgHy94rrEsCNtwHQ0j0QAhgCII3w5QUoAzgAULazuf8HYMnG2438pKgToAGKl8L_A7IBEXd3dy5jc21vbml0b3IuY29tugEKMzAweDI1MF9hc8gBAdoBPGh0dHA6Ly93d3cuY3Ntb25pdG9yLmNvbS8yMDA3LzA5MTMvcDA5czAxLWNvb3AuaHRtbC8ocGFnZSkvMoACAcgCkpjoA6gDAcgDB_UDAAQARA&num=2&sig=AGiWqty0LeYjDSg6rBP0xLBcl4Id2qVCYg&client=ca-pub-6743622525202572&adurl=http://www.gfi.com/landing/webmon-free-internet-monitoring.asp%3Fadv%3D952%26loc%3D188
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BE_APLRBoTPKWJ4SRnQfq9bE1uaXakQH1_-ekEMCNtwGQuDEQAxgDII3w5QUoAzgAUOXThYf6_____wFgycbbjfykqBOyARF3d3cuY3Ntb25pdG9yLmNvbboBCjMwMHgyNTBfYXPIAQHaATxodHRwOi8vd3d3LmNzbW9uaXRvci5jb20vMjAwNy8wOTEzL3AwOXMwMS1jb29wLmh0bWwvKHBhZ2UpLzLIAuXl-BGoAwHIAwf1AwAEAEQ&num=3&sig=AGiWqty7DSR5wOfh-1TlYu2vtRUN-dXu1A&client=ca-pub-6743622525202572&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click%3Flid%3D43000000237744828%26ds_s_kwgid%3D58000000005076878%26ds_e_adid%3D4276297543%26ds_e_matchtype%3Dcontent%26ds_url_v%3D2
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Americas/2010/0809/Even-rising-drug-violence-won-t-stop-him-from-helping-Mexico-s-poor
https://w1.buysub.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=CSX&cds_page_id=76841&cds_response_key=I0FCSXBG2
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0913/p09s01-coop.html/(page)/2#ads
http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0913/p09s01-coop.html/(page)/2#ads

Grabow Entertainment Agency
Business Resources

Business Cards
Checks

Computers
PowerEdge Memory
Charitable Donations
Car Donations

Boat Donations

Graphic Design

Logo Design - LogoBee
Real Estate
International Shipping
Mortgage Calculator
Moving

Moving Companies
Real Estate

Speakers Bureau
Christian Speakers
Motivational Speakers
Sports Speakers Bureaus
Web Services
Dedicated Servers

Web Hosting
Enjoy Free shipping and rree returns
| . PIPERLIME

o i on spring’s new arrivals. Shop now :
' 3 3 . R

Enjoy Free shipping and rree returns
a .} ‘ * on spring’s new arrivals. Shop nm . PIPERLIME

Enjoy rree shipping and rree returns
a .} ‘ * on spring’s new arrivals. Shop nm . PIPERLIME

About these ads
Home

About

Site Map
Monitor Topics
Contact Us
Subscribe

Text

Specials
Multimedia

Make Us Your Home Page



http://www.grabow.biz/
http://www.allbusinesscards.com/
http://www.vistaprint.com/checks-custom-multi.aspx
http://www.memoryupgrade.pro/poweredge-memory.html
http://www.carangel.com/
http://www.boatangel.org/
http://www.logobee.com/
http://www.internationalmovers.com/
http://www.nationalmortgage.com/calculators/
http://www.vanlines.com/
http://www.vanlines.com/moving.html
http://www.usrealestate.com/
http://www.playingfieldpromotions.com/
http://www.allamericanspeakers.com/
http://www.athletepromotions.com/
http://www.superbhosting.net/dedicatedservers/
http://www.fatcow.com/
javascript:submitCJ10577434X810('CJ10577434X810',null);
javascript:submitCJ10577434X810('CJ10577434X810',null);
javascript:submitCJ10577434X810('CJ10577434X810',null);
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Contact/Feedback/About-these-Ads
http://www.csmonitor.com/
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/The-Monitor-difference
http://www.csmonitor.com/content/view/sitemap/2
http://www.csmonitor.com/Monitor-Topics
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Contact
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Subscriptions
http://www.csmonitor.com/textedition
http://www.csmonitor.com/Specials
http://www.csmonitor.com/Multimedia
http://www.csmonitor.com/layout/set/popup/About/homepage.html

Careers

Corrections

Find us online

Advertise With Us

Monitor Mall

Today's Article on Christian Science

© The Christian Science Monitor. All Rights Reserved. Terms under which this service is provided to you.
Privacy Policy.



http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Careers
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Corrections
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Find-us-online
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Advertise
http://www.csmonitormall.com/
http://www.csmonitor.com/The-Culture/Articles-on-Christian-Science/2010/0813/Learning-to-love-at-30-000-feet
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Terms
http://www.csmonitor.com/About/Privacy-Policy

