
14thNovember2010|DraftCultivatingGlobalStrategicFantasiesofChoiceLearningsfromIslamicAl4QaidaandtheRepublicanTeaPartymovementA/AIntroductionRealityandexistenceNonAexistenceofAlAQaida?OrganizationalcorrespondencesbetweenTeaPartyandAlAQaidaAbsenceofscientificallyappropriateexaminationofevidenceIntegrativerelationshipbetweenrealityandfantasy?Challengingrelationshipbetween"fantasies"thatarevariously"right"Configuringtherelationshipbetween"fantasies"thatarevariously"right"UnquestionablepreferenceforlinearthinkingFantasticworldofglobalstrategyConclusionReferencesIntroductionSubsequenttothesuccessoftheRepublicanTeaPartymovementintherecentUSmidAtermelections,GaryYoungearguedthecasethatthe"TeaParty"doesnotinfactexist(TheTeaPartyisnotnew,orcoherent.It'smerelyoldwhineinnewbottles,TheGuardian,7November2010).Thiselicitedseveralhundredcomments.Thisargumentfollowsvariousobservationsregardingthequestionablenatureofthe"existence"ofAlAQaida(Learningfrom"al�Qaida"asasourceofterrorism,2005).Younge'sarticulationwassuchthatitseemedpossible,ifnotfruitful,tosubstitute"AlAQaida"for"TeaParty"inquestofamoregenericinsightintothemannerinwhich"nonAexistent"movementscannowengagehumanandotherresourcestosuchadegreeAAandwithsuchdramaticeffectonnationalandglobalpolicyformation.Thesubstitution,presentedhereasanexercise,raisesthefurtherquestionastowhetherglobalpolicyformationisincreasinglydeterminedbythecultivationofpreferred"fantasies"AAtypicallyacceptedwiththegreatestseriousness,evendeadlyseriousness.More"serious"howeveristhedeclineinwidespreadcredibilityofcasesarguedintherationalmodeAAashasbeenassumedtobetheappropriateapproachtopolicyformulation,especiallyinasocietyinspiredbytheruleoflaw.The"rational"modeofjustificationanddevelopmentofanypolicyhaseffectivelybeencooptedandreframed.Ontheonehand"rational"argumentsforactiononcriticalissuesarenowreadilydismissedas"unproven",orotherwiseunworthyofpriorityconsideration.ButontheotherhandsoAcalled"rational"argumentsaredevelopedas"proven"supportforpoliciesthatwouldotherwisebeconsideredquitequestionable.Thisproblematicsituationisexacerbatedbywidespreadabuse,whetherpublicizedorsuspected(AbuseofFaithinGovernance,2009).Moreinnocentlyperhapsisthemannerinwhichdisciplinesandconsultanciesdevelop"models"throughwhichtoarticulaterealityandtoenablepoliciesforitsnavigation.Thesearefrequentlyframedasintellectualproperty,therebyconstrainingtheirusebyothers,irrespectiveoftheirvalueandthecrisesforwhichtheyareapplicable(FutureCopingStrategies:beyondtheconstraintsofproprietarymetaphors,1992).Butascognitivevehiclesdeemedfitforpurpose,theirenthusiasticuseandadvocacymightbeunderstoodintermsofanadaptationofthetitleoftheTVwesternHaveGun��WillTravel(1957A1963)intoHaveModel,WillStrategize.AssociatedwiththistendencyisaprocessthatmightbemnemonicallytermedtheWrightBrothersSyndrome.Asthoseclaimingtobefirsttoachieveflightwiththeirairplane,that"model"wasnecessarilyupheldas"right"AAdespiteotherclaimants,thenframedas"wrong".Theabilityto"takeoff""fly"isnowassociatedwithviabilityAAasimpliedtoalesserdegreeinmetaphoricaluseof"trialballoon",oreven"kite".Any"model"nowdevelopedandsuccessfullypromotedissimilarlyupheldas"right"bysomeAAaswiththeTeaPartymodelortheAlAQaidamodel.Thedifficultyhighlightedhereisthat,whilsteachsuchmodelis"right"foritsconstituency,itnecessarilytendstoframeothersas"wrong"AAandisso
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framedbythem.ThechallengehasbeenexplicitlyhighlightedbyEdwarddeBono(IAmRight,YouAreWrong,1990).Theissueiswhatglobalcontextcancontainsuchdiversity,especiallywhenitengendersconflict.Thequestionexploredhereiswhethertheemergingcontextisoneinwhichmany,ifnotall,arenowfreetocultivateandpromoteglobalpolicieswhichotherswillperceive,andclaim,tobe"fantasies"AAifnotdangerously"wrong".Ifrequired,the"evidence"substantiatingthefantasycanbereadilyindicated(orsupplied)AAintheformofbombingsorthreatsinthecaseof"AlAQaida".The"proof"astotheclaimishoweverreframedasunquestionable,oriswithheldAAforreasonsof"security"inthecaseof"AlAQaida".HowweirdthatglobalpoliticsshouldbehauntedbysuchimaginativefantasyAAechoingthedynamicsexploitedbyindigenouswitchdoctorsandpriesthoodsdowntheages.Backtobogeymenunderthebedasthesourceofallills.Thepossiblewaysinwhichsuch"faithAbased"policiesthen"work"wasapreoccupationinvariousearlierexplorations(ParticipativeDemocracyvs.ParticipativeDrama:lessonsonsocialtransformationforinternationalorganizationsfromGorbachev,1991;FutureChallengeofFaith�basedGovernance,2003;PromotingaSingularGlobalThreat��Terrorism:strategyofchoiceforworldgovernance,2002;PoliticizationofEvidenceinthePlasticTurkeyEra,2003).RealityandexistenceThenatureofrealityandexistenceisconventionallythepreoccupationandspecialityofphilosophersAAwhotendtodisputethesemattersvigorouslyamongstthemselves.AsindicatedbythephilosopherNicholasRescher(TheStrifeofSystems:anessayonthegroundsandimplicationsofphilosophicaldiversity,1985)inconcluding:Forcenturies,mostphilosopherswhohavereflectedonthematterhavebeenintimidatedbythestrifeofsystems.ButthetimehascometoputthisbehindusAAnotthestrife,thatis,whichisineliminable,butthefeltneedtosomehowenditratherthansimplyacceptitandtakeitinstride.Toreemphasizethesalientpoint:itwouldbebizarretothinkthatphilosophyisnotofvaluebecausephilosophicalpositionsareboundtoreflecttheparticularvalueswehold.Potentiallymorepracticalistherecognitionofthesocialconstructionofrealitywithinwhichformsof"existence"canberecognized(PeterL.BergerandThomasLuckmann,TheSocialConstructionofReality,1966).Withoutimplyinganydefinitiveclustering,forthepurposeofthefollowingargumentitisusefultonoteanddistinguishthefollowingsensesofrealityAAeachwithitsimplicationsfor"existence"and"nonAexistence",wherebyphenomenaacquiresalienceAAhowevercontrastedwithparticularunderstandingsof"fiction"and"fantasy":legalreality,wherebythelegalexistenceofentitiesisrecognized,ornotAAaccordingtojurisdiction,andincludingtherealityattributedtolegislation"onthebooks",buthavingnocurrentrelevancewhatsoever.Alegalfictionisafactassumedorcreatedbycourtswhichisthenusedinordertoapplyalegalrulewhichwasnotnecessarilydesignedtobeusedinthatway;referenceismadetolegalfantasy.Ofparticularinterestisthenatureofthe"existence"ofsecrettreatiesandagreements,especiallywhenthelatteraremade"informally"betweenintelligenceagencies.politicalreality,bywhichtheexistenceandsignificanceofpoliticalforcesandentitiesisrecognizedAAirrespectiveofwhetherornottheyarelegitimate,oraretobeconsideredsignificant"players".Politicalfictionisoftenusedtoprovidecommentaryonpoliticalevents,systemsandtheories.Ofparticularinterestisthenatureofparliamentarydebateinwhichopposingpartieslabeleachother'sinitiativesas"fantasy"AAincontrastthe"realism"oftheirown.securityreality,focusingprimarilyontheexistenceofpotentialthreatsAAattributing"existence"irrespectiveofothersensesofreality.Concernsmaybeexpressedwithregardtofictionandfantasyinrelationtosecurity.economic/financialreality,throughwhichvalueisattributedAAincludingthecapacitytoengendertheexistenceofvalueexnihilo(asinthecaseofquantitativeeasing),ortheotherwisequestionablevaluationof(toxic)assets,asinthesubprimemortgagecrisisAAwithfinancialsignificanceattributedbyvariousindicatorsandlists(ForbesGlobal2000,Forbeslistofbillionaires,etc).Notionsoffantasyandfactionarreadilytoberecognized.Quantitativeeasinghasbeencriticizedasenticingpeopletomisallocatemorecapitalinactivitiesthatcanbefunded,creatingafalseimpressionof'recovery'foratime,essentiallyasaccountingfiction,whileinrealityevenmorecapitalconsumptionoccurs(AccountingFiction,BusinessStandard,23April2009).scientificreality,wherebytherealityofphenomenaisrecognized(ordenied),includingtherecognitionofthe"existence"ofmathematicalobjectsofcomplexitybeyondordinaryhumancomprehension(DynamicsofSymmetryGroupTheorizing,2008).Aconsiderableroleisplayedbysciencefictioninspeculatingonfutureandalternativepossibilities.operationalreality,intermsofwhichtechnologiesarevariouslycontrolledadministrative/proceduralreality,understoodasthenecessitiesofdueprocess,howeverdeterminedAAaccordingtoadministrativecontext,andirrespectiveofsituationsconsideredKafkaesque(MortonKroll,AdministrativeFictionandCredibility,PublicAdministrationReview,March1965;HowardE.Mccurdy,FictionandImagination:howtheyaffectpublicadministration,PublicAdministrationReview,1995).Ofparticularinterest,aswithpoliticalreality,isrecognitionthatonlyissuesdefinedbyanagendaormandate"exist"AAwithothersnecessarilyconsideredonly"underthetable".religiousreality,bywhichphenomenaofreligioussignificancearerecognizedAAtypicallydistinctivelyaccordingtoreligion.Therealitiesofcults,asofreligionitself,arenotablydeprecatedintermsoffantasyandfiction.



socialreality,includingrecognitionofstatus,reputation,entitlements(protocol,precedence)AAtypicallymakingthedistinctionbetweena"nobody"anda"somebody",variouslydefined(AlmanachdeGotha,AAlistcelebrities,Forbeslist,etc).Asignificantroleisplayedbysocialsciencefiction.workingreality,wherebytheexistenceofalliances,enemiesandopportunitiesisrecognizedrecreationalreality,withinwhichsignificanceisattributedtosportingeventsandpersonalities,forexample,andtothesitesandexperiencesoftourismmediareality,bywhichcollectiveattentionisfocusedselectivelyonfeatursofsociety,thereforegiven"visibility"and"existence",asapowerfulprocessinthecreationsocialrealityhistoricalreality,bywhichthecurrentrelationshipbetweensocialentitiesmaybestronglydeterminedAAtypicallyafocusofcommemoration,butoftenofbloodyviolence.Suchrealitiesmaybenourishedbyhistoricalfiction.ethical/moralreality,bywhichbehaviouralnormsandtaboosaredefinedAAtypicallydistinctivelyaccordingtocultureaestheticreality,bywhichqualitativedistinctionsaremadewithrespecttodress,decororartefactsAAtypicallydistinctivelyaccordingtostylisticpreferences.Aestheticsmaybeusedtomisrepresentrealitynotablybycreatinganalternativereality,aswithcosmetics.sexualreality,bywhichinterpersonalrelationshipsmaybedeterminedAAtypicallysignificantlyinfluencedbysexualfantasy,"bungabunga"àlaBerlusconihedonisticreality,throughwhichtherealityofpleasureandrecreationisappreciatedAAtypicallyincludingtherealitiesandfantasiesengenderedbyuseofpsychoactivesubstancesmythicalreality,bywhichadegreeofexistenceisattributedtolegendaryandmythicalentitiesandtheircurrentrelevanceAAtypicallyafocusofcelebrationsandculturalactivitiespsychologicalandsubjectivereality.bywhichexistenceistypicallyattributedtowhatothersmayconsidertobeillusionAAnotablyofvitalimportanceinthecaseofexistentialrealitythroughwhichselfAesteemmaybeseverelychallengedpsychicreality,bywhichexistencemaybeattributedtoparanormalphenomenaauspiciousreality,intermsofwhichcircumstancesareassessedasbeingfavourableorunfavourableAAtypicallycentraltocertaindecisionAmakingprocessesvirtualreality,throughwhichexistenceisattributedtoavarietyofentitiesandprocessesOfparticularrelevancetothisargumentistheextenttowhichtheserealities,andwhattheyrecognizeasexisting,aretypicallynotconsistent.EachmaywellconsidertheotherirrelevanttotherealityofitspreoccupationAAevenpure"fantasy".Theimplicationsofonerealityforanothermaybecomplex,aswiththeverysignificantfinancialimplicationsforthevalueofahouseifitissaidtobehaunted.Underappropriatecircumstances,eachrealityAAandwhateveritconsidersto"exist"AAmaytakeprecedenceoverothers.ApotentiallyfruitfulapproachtoprovidinganintegrativecontextforthesedistinctrealitiesisthroughthevariousSystemsofCategoriesDistinguishingCulturalBiases(1993),includingthatof:MagorohMaruyama,GeertHofstede,KinhideMushakoji,WillMcWhinney,StephenPepper,MaryDouglas,HowardGardner,EmmanuelTodd.Asameansofunderstandingengagementwithdifferentrealities,perhapsofmostimmediaterelevanceisthatofthephilosophicalstudyofWTJones,relevantlytitledTheRomanticSyndrome(1961),althoughmoreappropriatelysubtiledTowardanewmethodinculturalanthropologyandthehistoryofidea.Thissuggeststhateachneedstobepositionedwithrespecttosevenpolaraxesofpreferentialormethodologicalbias:.1Ordervsdisorder:Namelytherangebetweenapreferenceforfluidity,muddlechaos,etc.andapreferenceforsystem,structure,conceptualclarity,etc..2Staticvsdynamic:Namelytherangebetweenapreferenceforthechangeless,eternal,etc.andapreferenceformovement,forexplanationingeneticandprocessterms,etc..3Continuityvsdiscreteness:Namelytherangebetweenapreferenceforwholeness,unity,etcandapreferencefordiscreteness,plurality,diversity,etc..4Innervsouter:Namelytherangebetweenapreferenceforbeingabletoprojectoneselfintotheobjectsofone'sexperience(toexperiencethemasoneexperiencesoneself),andapreferenceforarelativelyexternal,objectiverelationtothem..5Sharpfocusvssoftfocus:Namelytherangebetweenapreferenceforclear,directexperienceandapreferenceforthresholdexperiences,felttobesaturatedwithmoremeaningthanisimmediatelypresent..6Thisworldvsotherworld:NamelytherangebetweenpreferenceforbeliefinthespatioAtemporalworldasselfAexplanatoryandpreferenceforbeliefthatitisnotandcanonlybecomprehendedintermsofotherframes..7Spontaneityvsprocess:Namelytherangebetweenapreferenceforchance,freedom,accident,etcandapreferenceforexplanationssubjecttolawsanddefinableprocesses.Insomecasessuch"realities"maybefruitfullyunderstoodas"worlds"intheirownright.Forexample,NelsonGoodmanhasnotablyreviewedthewaysinwhichsuchworldscouldbecreatedthroughthearts(WaysofWorldmaking,1978).Asdiscussedseparately,worldAmakingmaybeconsideredoneapproachtoimaginaleducation(Imaginaleducation:gameplaying,sciencefiction,language,artandworld�making,2003).Surprisingly,inthereferenceheretorecognitionofwhethermodels"fly",thisrhetoricalimagehasbeendiscussedasfundamentaltothethinkingofLudwigWittgensteinbythephilosopherSusanG.Sterrett(WittgensteinFliesaKite:astoryofmodelsofwingsandmodelsoftheworld,2006).TheabilityofacommunitytoconstructandsustainbotharealityanditsownidentitycanbeexploredintermsofthebirdAflockingbehaviourwithwhichswarmintelligenceisassociated(DynamicallyGatedConceptualCommunities,2004).



Thequestionofwhatexistsisbroughtintofocusbyassertionsregarding"evil",yettobedefinedscientificallyorlegally.InhisacceptancespeechonreceivingtheNobelPeacePrizein2009,PresidentBarackObamaasserted,asaChristian,that:Formakenomistake:evildoesexistintheworld.Hespecificallyinvokedtheconceptof"justwar"inordertodefeattheevilbywhichheandhissecurityadvisersbelievetheworldtobeexistentiallythreatened.Whilsttheterm"evil"isfrequentlyusedindiscourse,eveninparliamentarydiscourse,thisassertionwouldappearformallytorecognizegreatersubstancetoevilthaninitsrhetoricaluse.SuchacceptanceraisesthequestionwhygreaterattentionisnotgiventoitingovernanceitselfandinotherinstitutionsAAineducationalsystemsandresearchcentres.Givenpastdifficultyindefiningaggression,terrorism,andtorture,whereareofficialeffortsmadetoclarifythenatureofevil?ManyChristiansholdMuslimstobe"evil",justasmanyMuslimsholdChristianstobe"evil"AAwiththeUSAfreqentlyidentifiedwith"Satan"andMuslimsbelievedbysometobeworshippingSatan.ThisisacharacteristicdynamicbetweenmanyreligiousAAa"realityoftheworldofreligion.Academicdisciplineswouldnotuse"evil"inreferencetoeachother,buttheirrepresentativeswouldreadilyuse"dangerouslymisguided"ashighlightedbytheSokalaffair.Thisisthe"reality"oftheworldofknowledgeAAasexploredbyRescher(1985).Non4existenceofAl4Qaida?Withrespecttothe"nonAexistence"ofAlAQaida,ironicallyrelatedargumentshavelongbeenmaderegardingthe"nonAexistence"of"international"NGOs(LegalstatusofinternationalNGOs:overviewandoptions,1996).Ofcoursethepointmaybemadethatalthoughthesearebothfeaturesof"civil"society,AlAQaidacanbecharacterizedasafeatureof"uncivil"society(InteractingFruitfullywithUn�CivilSociety:thedilemmafornon�civilsocietyorganizations,1996).ToencompassextremeslikeAlAQaidaandtheTeaPartymovement,asetofvariousunderstandingsof"civilsociety"canbearticulatedinthelightoftheaboveAmentionedaxesofbiasofJones(1961),(ExploratorySystemof14ContrastingConceptsofCivilSociety,1996).Relatedargumentsapplytothenatureofthe"international"existenceofmultinationalcorporationstypicallydefinedwithinthejurisdictionofaparticularcountry.Neither"internationalNGOs"nor"multinationalcorporations"haveanylegal"existence"in"internationallaw",asdefinedbyrelevanttreatiesAAincontrastwith"intergovernmentalorganizations"(Typesofinternationalorganization,1978).Especiallychallenginginthisrespectandinadditiontotheaboveconsiderations,ifanentityis"illegal"orcriminal,thereisaparticularlegalsenseinwhichitcannotbeheldto"exist".Thisisanissuewithrespecttoboth"organized"crime(Mafia,etc),andthecaseof"AlAQaida".Thepursuitofillegalbodiescanthenbecomparedwiththepursuitofthechimeraofmyth.Thebasicpointtobemadeisthattheevidenceofabombexplosionofanykindcannotbeheldtobeincontrovertibleevidencefortheexistenceof"AlAQaida",anymorethanadisastroushurricanecanbepresentedasevidenceofan"ActofGod"AAeventhoughtheinsuranceindustrymaychoosetolabelitso(ActsofGodvsActsofal�Qaida:HurricaneKatrinaasamessagetoBibleBeltAmerica?2005).Inanearlierexploration(Learningfrom"al�Qaida"asasourceofterrorism,2005),itwasnotedthat:"AlAQaida"isanamethatsometerrorismexpertsclaimwasimposedbyWesternofficialsontodisparateradicalIslamicgroupstogivetheiramorphousenemyadegreeofconventionalcoherenceAAandbydoingsoblewOsamabinLaden'spowerandreach"outofproportion".Whilstconcernedaboutthethreatofterror,theyarguethatweshould"debunkthemythofalAQaeda"(cfBrendanO'Neill,Doesal�Qaedaexist?Notinthewaythatwethink,saysometerrorismexperts,28November2003;AdamDolnikandKimberlyAMcCloud,Debunkthemythofal�Qaeda,ChristianScienceMonitor,23May2002).AdamCurtispresentedin2004aseriesofBBCdocumentariesentitledThePowerofNightmaresthatshowedhowthefantasyimageofthe"alAQaidaorganization"wascreated,arguingthattherealthreatcamenotfromanetworkbutfromindividualsandgroupslinkedonlybyanidea(Themakingoftheterrormyth,TheGuardian,15October2004).Nowheargues:Forthreeyearstheytoldusbreathlesslyaboutaterrifyingglobalnetwork.Now,suddenly,ithasgoneawayandbeenreplacedby"anevilideology"thatinspiresyoung,angryMuslimmalesinourownsociety.(CreatingIslamistPhantoms,TheGuardian,30August2005)Unfortunatelyhundreds,ifnotthousands,ofsuspectshavebeentorturedtogetthemtoadmittotheirlinkswithaphantomorganizationAAreinforcingtheoutdatedbeliefoftheintelligenceagenciesintheexistenceofthe"alAQaidaorganization".AccordingtoPierreAHenriBunel(TheOriginsofAl�Qaida,WorldAffairs,vol8,no12,AprilAJune2004)inthemidA1980s,"AlAQaida"wasadatabaselocatedinacomputerinanArabicmilitaryschoolanddedicatedtothecommunicationsoftheIslamicConference'ssecretariat.Sincethen,withthedevelopmentoftheinternet,theIslamicConferencedevelopeditsownnetworktowhichmanyIslamicorganizationssubscribed,fewofwhichweregroupssuspectedofterrorism.NotallthemembercountriesoftheIslamicConferenceareconsidered"roguestates".But"AlAQaidaremainedthedatabaseoftheIslamicConference"andmanyIslamicgroupscouldpickupinformationfromthere.WhenOsamabinLadenwasaCIAagentinAfghanistan,theAlAQaidaintranetwasagoodcommunicationsystemthroughwhichtopasscodedorcovertmessages."AlAQaida"isadescriptorforaloosenetwork,understoodbysomeasmorelikeamovementofopinionoranideology,ratherthanan"organization"inanyconventionalsenseoftheterm(howeverconvenientitmightbeto



assumethatitisanorganizationofsomekindthatcouldbesubjecttotherepertoireofresponsesusedagainstsuchbodies).Forexample,forRichardNortonATaylor(Useandabuseofintelligence,TheGuardian,19July2005):"AlAQaidaisnowasmuchaconceptasanorganisationornetwork".Ironicallyitmaybemoreaconceptforextremists,andmoreanorganizationforthesecurityservicesseeking"masterminds","coordinators","networks"and"cells".AsnotedbyJasonBurke(Al�Qaidaisnowanideanotanorganisation,TheGuardian,5August2005):...weneedtofaceuptothesimpletruththatBinLaden,alAZawahirietaldonotneedtoorganiseattacksdirectly.Theymerelyneedtowaitforthemessagetheyhavespreadaroundtheworldtoinspireothers.AlAQaidaisnowanidea,notanorganisation.OsamabinLadenisacknowledgedtohaveoncebeenaCIAoperative,butthereisnocredibleevidencetoprovethathenolongerisone(cfMichelChossudovsky,"Osamagate",9October2001)[more].Whocouldproveotherwisetowhosesatisfaction?Thecasehasbeenmadefortheadvantagestosomeofpromotingtheexistenceofanentitynamed"alAQaida"asacombination"AuntSally","strawman"or"bogeyman"toprovideathreateningfocusforcollectivestrategy.Whomightbenefitfromfabricationofthreatsofthiskind?Onemightevenaskwhether"alAQaida"wasaconstructofsomerogueintelligenceagencycynicallyleavingtheirfootprintintheacronym:AmericanLieAQuestioningAssumptionsinInternationalDevelopmentAction?ArtificialLieAQuestioningAssumptionsinIntelligentDefenceAction?Thekilling,captureorinterrogationofkeyfiguressupposedlyassociatedwith"alAQaida"doesnotseemtohavemodifiedthecapacityof"alAQaida"toundertakeactsofterrorism.Itisnotclearunderwhatconditionsthoseinterrogatedconfirmedtheexistenceof"alAQaida",iftheydid.Thecostoffakingwebsitestatementsfrom"alAQaida"oroffabricatingvideosof"OsamabinLaden",orofanyotherperson,istrivial.Theirauthenticitycanonlybeassumed,notproveninapubliccourtofjustice(whateverevidence,ofpossiblyhighlydubiousqualityandsource,isadvancedinsecrettribunals).AnysuchcommunicationsarereadilyassumedtobeauthenticintheabsenceofevidencetothecontraryAAfacilitatingtheoperationsofhoaxers.Whobenefitsfromtheexploitationofsuchunquestioningreaction?AsnotedbyThomasLFriedman:"TherearenoobviousterroristheadquartersandtrainingcampsinAfghanistanthatwecanhitwithcruisemissiles.TheAlQaedathreathasmetastasizedandbecomefranchised.Itisnolongervertical,somethingthatwecanpunchintheface.Itisnowhorizontal,flatandwidelydistributed,operatingthroughtheInternetandtinycells"[more].Anyonecanclaimtobe"alAQaida"andnonewillquestiontheclaimAAleastofallthesecurityservicesanxiousforearlyleads.Anyonecanclaimthatsometargetgrouphas"linkstoalAQaida",especiallyiftheyneedrapidclosureontheirinvestigationtodemonstrateeffectiveness.Indeed,inIraqorAfghanistan,theveryfactofhavingbombedanygroupsufficestodefinethembythatact,withoutfurtherevidence,asa"groupwithlinkstoalAQaida".However,despitetheusefulhighlightingaboveofthissituation,notablybycolumnistsofTheGuardian,arecentarticleindicatesthenatureofthechallengeofmisrepresentation(VikramDodd,RichardNortonATaylor,andPaulHarris,CargoplanebombfoundinBritainwasprimedtoblowupoverUS,TheGuardian,10November2010).Thiswassubtitled:intheonlineversionas:DevicethoughttohavebeensentbyYemen�basedal�Qaidamadesafethreehoursfromexplosion.inthehardcopyversionitwastitled:AlñQaidabombfoundatBritishairportwasprimedtoblowupplaneoverUS.Therewasnoreferencethereto"thoughttohavebeensent".Thematterhadalreadybeenprejudged.OfcourseonlyAlAQaidawouldconsiderusingbombsinthiswayAAdespitemanyalternativescenariosexploredinthemovies?AsimilarprocessisevidentinthecasetheFinancialTimesinanarticlebyAnthonyDeutschandAnnaFifield:theonlineversion(10November2010)istitled:ObamaseekstorepairtieswithmoderateIslam.thehardcopyversion(11November2010)istitled:ObamaurgesIslamtohelpbeatal�QaedaAAquotingObamaassaying:AmericaisnotandneverwillbeatwarwithIslam.Instead,allofusmustworktogethertodefeatal�Qaedaanditsaffiliates.TheAssociatedPressdisseminatedastatementsubtitled:"YemengroupissuesstatementsayingitwillcontinuetostrikeAmericanandWesterninterests"(Al�QaidaclaimsresponsibilityforbombsmailedtoU.S.synagogues,Haaretz.com,5thNovember2010).Amovement.whoseveryexistencehasneverbeendemonstratedaccordingtoscientificorlegalstandardsofproof,isnowupheldasthesourceofbombs.Thepossibilitiesthatthebombsmightnotinfact"exist",mightoriginatefromothers(ifonlytheircomponentparts),orbepartofafalseflagoperation,arenotconsideredinthereadyuseofthe"AlAQaida"label.Thereisseeminglylittleneedforintelligentanalysisofanysophistication.Allbombs



explodedaroundtheworld÷÷otherthanthoseofNATO÷÷arenownecessarilyofAl÷Qaidaorigin,eventhoughAl÷Qaidamayonlybeanidea.ItisthereforemostpuzzlingthatatthetimeofwritingtheexplosionoftheQantasA380enginewasnotimmediatelyblamedonAlAQaidaAAevidencewithheldforsecurityreasons,aswithdestructionoftheAirFranceplanethepreviousyear.Clearlyanopportunitylostwhichwouldhaveavoidedcostlyinsuranceclaims.OrganizationalcorrespondencesbetweenTeaPartyandAl4QaidaThefollowingexerciseispresentedtoelicitreflectiononpossibleisomorphismbetweenmovementswhichwillbethefocusofbelieforfaithinthe21stcentury.ThiscomparisonshouldnotbeheldtoimplythattheTeaPartyisasourceof"bombs",asisallegedinthecaseofAlAQaida.HoweveritmightbeappropriatetoconsiderhowtheTeaPartymovementAAtotheextentthatit"exists"AAwouldvigorouslysupportthemanufactureanduseofbombsinpractice,orthatitwouldenthusiasticallyengageinmemeticwarfarewiththeuseof"informationbombs"(Missiles,Missives,MissionsandMemeticWarfare:Navigationofstrategicinterfacesinmultidimensionalknowledgespace,2001;CognitiveBallisticsvs.DerivativeCorrelationinMemeticWarfare,2009).Comparisonofthe"non÷existence"ofAl÷QaidawiththeTeaPartymovementTeaPartySource:GaryYounge,TheTeaPartyisnotnew,orcoherent.It'smerelyoldwhineinnewbottles,TheGuardian,7November2010(Comments) Al÷QaidaSource:Substitutions(inbold)inthetextoflefthandcolumnAAeffectivelyusedasa"template"The"TeaParty"doesnotexist.Ithasnomembers,leaders,officebearers,headquarters,policies,participatorystructures,budgetorrepresentatives.TheTeaPartyisshorthandforabroad,shallowsentimentaboutlowtaxesandsmallgovernmentsharedbylooselyaffiliated,somewhatlikeAmindedpeople.Thatdoesn'tmeantherightisn'tresurgent.Itis.Buttheforcesdrivingitspoliticalenergyarenotthosethatunderpinneditsrecentelectoralsuccess.
"AlñQaida"doesnotexist.Ithasnomembers,leaders,officebearers,headquarters,policies,participatorystructures,budgetorrepresentatives.AlñQaidaisshorthandforabroad,shallowsentimentaboutlowtaxesandsmallgovernmentsharedbylooselyaffiliated,somewhatlikeAmindedpeople.Thatdoesn'tmeantheIslamcfundamentalismisn'tresurgent.Itis.Buttheforcesdrivingitspoliticalenergyarenotthosethatunderpinneditsrecentpopularity.TheTeaPartyisnotanewphenomenon.It'ssimplyanewnameforanoldphenomenon–theAmericanhardright.Overthelasttwoyearsthetermhasprovidedarallyingpointforacoalitionofdisparategroups,mostofwhichhavebeenaroundformanyyears....whovowtoresistunconstitutionalgovernment"byanymeansnecessary"...[media]listenerswhohadnounifyingidentitybefore.
AlñQaidaisnotanewphenomenon.It'ssimplyanewnameforanoldphenomenon–theIslamichardright.Overthelasttenyearsthetermhasprovidedarallyingpointforacoalitionofdisparategroups,mostofwhichhavebeenaroundformanyyears....whovowtoresistunIslamicgovernment"byanymeansnecessary"...[mullah]listenerswhohadnounifyingidentitybefore.Havinganamehelps.Ithasofferedapoliticalidentitytoasignificantnumberofpeoplewhowereeithernotactiveormightnothaveunderstoodthemselvestobeinanywayconnected.Thatnamehashelpedreorientthestatedprioritiesoftherightawayfromsocialissuesandtowardsfiscalones.Butthisisnomorethantheoldwhineinnewbottles.
Havinganamehelps.Ithasofferedapoliticalidentitytoasignificantnumberofpeoplewhowereeithernotactiveormightnothaveunderstoodthemselvestobeinanywayconnected.Thatnamehashelpedreorientthestatedprioritiesofthefundamentalistsawayfromsocialissuesandtowardsreligiousones.ButthisisnomorethantheoldwhineinnewbottlesMostofthecharactersnowcloselyassociatedwiththeTeaPartyarenotnewtorightwingpolitics.Theyhavejustmovedfromthemarginstothemainstream....Thesepeopledidn'tjointheTeaParty,the"TeaParty"termattacheditselftothem. MostofthecharactersnowcloselyassociatedwithAlñQaidaarenotnewtofundamentalistpolitics.Theyhavejustmovedfromthemarginstothemainstream....Thesepeopledidn'tjoinAlñQaida,the"AlñQaida"termattacheditselftothem.ItisdifficulttoimagineacandidateearningtheTeaPartylabelwhoisnotagainstgaymarriageorabortion,forthesimplereasonthatnosuchcandidatecouldexist.WhiteChristianevangelicalsstillformedoneofthemostcrucialbedrocksoflastweek'sRepublicansuccess....That'sfarmorecloutthanblackandLatinovotescombinedgivetheDemocrats.
ItisdifficulttoimagineacandidateearningtheAlñQaidalabelwhoisnotagainstgaymarriageorabortion,forthesimplereasonthatnosuchcandidatecouldexist.Islamicfundamentalistsstillformedoneofthemostcrucialbedrocksofrecentsuccess....That'sfarmorecloutthanotherbelieverscombinedgiveIslamicmoderates.AtfirstthetermTeaPartyhelpedusunderstandtheAtfirstthetermAlñQaidahelpedusunderstandthe



insurgent,inchoateforcethattooktothestreetslastyear;nowitmaybehinderinganalysisofitsmorechoreographedmarchtopower.ForwhenpeopleaskwhattheTeaPartywilldo,talkaboutTeaPartydemands,orlaydownTeaPartythreats,theymistake(wilfullyorotherwise)theTeaPartyforacoherentformationwithpowerofcohesiveaction.It'snot.
insurgent,inchoateforcethattooktothehillstenyearsago;nowitmaybehinderinganalysisofitsmorechoreographedmarchtopower.ForwhenpeopleaskwhatAlñQaidawilldo,talkaboutAlñQaidademands,orlaydownAlñQaidathreats,theymistake(wilfullyorotherwise)AlñQaidaforacoherentformationwithpowerofcohesiveaction.It'snot.ResearchconductedoverseveralmonthsbytheWashingtonPosttocontacteveryTeaPartygroupinthecountryfoundthatmanydidnotexist.Seventypercentsaidtheyhadnotbeeninvolvedinapoliticaleventinayear–ayearinwhichtheTeaPartywascreditedwithtransformingthenation'spolitics.
InterrogationsconductedoverseveralmonthsbysecretservicestocontacteveryAlñQaidagroupintheworldfoundthatmanydidnotexist.Mostsaidtheyhadnotbeeninvolvedinapoliticaleventinrecentyears–aperiodinwhichAlñQaidawascreditedwithtransformingtheregion'spolitics."Whenagroupliststhemselvesonourwebsite,that'sagroup,"MarkMeckler,afoundingmemberoftheTeaPartyPatriots,toldthePost."Thatgroupcouldbeoneperson,itcouldbe10people,itcouldcomeinandoutofexistence–wedon'tknow."
"Whenagroupaffirmstheiraffiliation,that'sagroup,"MullahOmar,afoundingmemberofAlñQaida,toldinterrogators."Thatgroupcouldbeoneperson,itcouldbe10people,itcouldcomeinandoutofexistence–wedon'tknow."Thisislessofacriticismthanadescription.MovementAbuildingishard,messyworkthat,ifitistobetrulyatgrassrootslevel,producesunevenresults.Inthatsenseit'snodifferentfrom,say,theantiAwarmovement,andwouldhavebeenaboutassuccessfulwerenotitfortwokeyfactors.
Thisislessofacriticismthanadescription.MovementAbuildingishard,messyworkthat,ifitistobetrulyatgrassrootslevel,producesunevenresults.Inthatsenseit'snodifferentfrom,say,theantiAwarmovement,andwouldhavebeenaboutassuccessfulwerenotitfortwokeyfactors.ThefirstisthattheTeaPartyhasitsown"news"channel–Fox–devotedtoitsgrowth.ItpromotesTeaPartydemonstrationsasthoughtheyareeventsofnationalcelebrationandshowcasesthosewhoposeasitsleadersasthoughtheyarenationalcelebrities.Second,ithasmoney.Alotofit.Whenitcomestoelectionsithasthebackingofhugeamountsofmoneyfromprivatecorporationsandindividualswhoarebehindinstitutions...whicharerunbypeoplewithaproventrackrecordofrightwingRepublicanactivism.
ThefirstisthatAlñQaidahasitsown"news"channel–wordñofñmouth–devotedtoitsgrowth.ItpromotesAlñQaidademonstrationsasthoughtheyareeventsofregionalcelebrationandshowcasesthosewhoposeasitsleadersasthoughtheyareregionalcelebrities.Second,ithascredibility.Alotofit.Whenitcomestoinitiativesithasthebackingofhugeamountsofcreditfromprivatefoundationsandindividualswhoarebehindinstitutions...whicharerunbypeoplewithaproventrackrecordofrightwingIslamicfundamentalistactivism.TherelationshipbetweentheseorganisationsandthebaseofpeoplewhocallthemselvesTeaPartysupportersisepisodicanderratic.Theyshowupindifferentplaceswheretheysenseanopportunityforabreakthrough,throwmoneyatit,attractmediaattentionforit,andthenseewhatsticks.Sometimesitworks,sometimesitbackfires–mostlyitmakesbarelyanydifference.Theyhavenoorganic,letalonedemocratic,relationshipwiththegrassrootsthattheyclaim,insomeway,torepresent.[Leadership]...supportisimportant,buthardlydecisive.
TherelationshipbetweentheseorganisationsandthebaseofpeoplewhocallthemselvesAlñQaidasupportersisepisodicanderratic.Theyshowupindifferentplaceswheretheysenseanopportunityforabreakthrough,givecredibilitytoit,attractmediaattentionforit,andthenseewhatsticks.Sometimesitworks,sometimesitbackfires–mostlyitmakesbarelyanydifference.Theyhavenoorganic,letalonedemocratic,relationshipwiththegrassrootsthattheyclaim,insomeway,torepresent.Leadership...supportisimportant,buthardlydecisive.ItwouldbetooeasytodeducefromthisthattheTeaPartyissimplyacreationofbigbusinessandtherightwingmedia.Neither,alone,canexplainthe50orsoconservativeoldmenwhohavemetattheNuggetCasinoinPahrump,ahardAscrabbletowninruralNevada,everyFridayforthelastfiveyears,ormostoftheothergroupsIhaveseenaroundthecountry.Itwouldalsobetoonaivetosuggestthatsuchgroupswouldboastanythingotherthanamarginalpresencewithoutbigmoneyandmediatoamplifytheirvoices.
ItwouldbetooeasytodeducefromthisthatAlñQaidaissimplyacreationofIslamicradicalgroupsandthefundamentalistmedia.Neither,alone,canexplainthe50orsoconservativeoldmenwhohavemet..atavillageteashop...everyFridayforthelastfiveyears,ormostoftheothergroups...seenaroundtheregion.Itwouldalsobetoonaivetosuggestthatsuchgroupswouldboastanythingotherthanamarginalpresencewithoutgreatcredibilityandmediatoamplifytheirvoices.WhatwewitnessedonTuesdaywasnotarealignmentofAmericanpoliticsbutthefirstrealtestofthereconfigurationofthebalanceofforcesintheAmericanWhatwewitnessed...intherecentAfghanistanelection...wasnotarealignmentofAfghanpoliticsbutthefirstrealtestofthereconfigurationofthe



right.Exitpollsshowanelectorateevenmorepolarisedthantwoyearsago... balanceofforcesinAfghanfundamentalism.ExitpollsshowanIslamiccommunityevenmorepolarisedthantwoyearsago...Theabovetechniquewaspreviouslyemployedinanefforttolearnfromthedynamicsofglobalissuearticulationusing,asafirstexample,thehighlycontroversialandprovocativepresentationin2009byPresidentMahmoudAhmadinejadofIranontheoccasionoftheUNDurbanReviewConferenceonRacismandRacialDiscrimination(TowardsaGenericGlobalIssueStatement:evokinganinstructivepatternofunquestionableresponses,2009).Inadditiontotheabovecorrespondences,itisappropriatetonotetheradicalincitementoftheirrespective"mullahs".Inpurelysystemicterms,isRupertMurdochtobeconsideredastheOsamabinLadenoftheTeaPartymovement?AbsenceofscientificallyappropriateexaminationofevidenceMissingisthekindofwidelypublicizedanalysisof"AlAQaida"AATheAl�QaidaDelusion(?)AAapplyingthecriticalmethodologyofRichardDawkins(TheGodDelusion,2006).InthehomelandoftheTeaParty,DawkinsfamouslyengagedintheGodDelusiondebateAAacknowledgedtobethefirstsignificantdiscussiononthisissueinthe"BibleBelt"(NaomiSchaeferRiley,ARevelation:inAlabama,acivildebateoverGod'sexistence,TheWallStreetJournal,12October2007).AsrenownedauthorofThePortableAtheist:essentialreadingsforthenon�believer(2007),thecriticalcapacityofChristopherHitchenswouldbeequallybeneficialAAperhaps,despitethetrilliondollarinvestment,hemightadaptthattextfornonAbelieversinAlAQaida.ManybookshavebeenwritteninvigorousresponsetotheargumentsofDawkinsandHitchens.CuriouslythisprocessisnotevidentinthecaseofAlAQaida.MaybethisisacharacteristicofthestrategicfantasiesofthefutureAAaswasevidentinthe"hockeystick"controversyintheclimatechangedebate.Suchdebateraisesthequestionofadmissibleevidence.Isevidencefor"AlAQaida"tobeconsideredscientificallyandlegally"solid"AAwhenextractedunderextremeduressinthelightof"tickingbomb"claims?WhereisthatevidenceaccordingtotheevidentialcriteriaofDawkinsandHitchens?Thelatterisnotedforaphrasethathasacquiredthestatusofascientificdictum:Whatcanbeassertedwithoutevidencecanbedismissedwithoutevidence.Inscientificterms,whatpercentageofTeaPartymemberswouldattesttobeingactivemembersofAlAQaida,supportedbyalegallybindingsignatureAAafteranecessarilyprolongedinterrogation"bythebook"(stresspositions,shaking,waterboarding,nakedness,hooding,sleepdeprivation,dogs,sexualhumiliation,etc)?Orwouldthepercentage,whenscientificallydetermined,beclassifiedfor"securityreasons"AAandthereforeinadmissibleasproofinanylegalproceedings?Giventheprideofinterrogatorsinbeingableto"breakpeople",couldthedeterminationberenderedevenmoresolidbyusingdoubleblindtechniqueswithrespecttobothTeaPartyandAlAQaidamembership?Theproblematicpatternisevidenttoadegreeinthemannerinwhichassumptionsaremadeinfiringon"suspects"inAfghanistanAAthenlabellingthemas"insurgents",withoutanyneedtoofferproof(towhom?).MostironicallythisquestionablepatternoftreatmentofevidencehasrecentlybeencriticizedbyNicolasSarkozy,inhisowndefence,withrespecttohisallegedcomplicityinthescandalofKarachigate,asquotedbyAngeliqueChrisafis(Sarkozycallsjournalistspaedophiles,TheGuardian,24November2010):...alludingtotestimonybyaformerdefenceminister,CharlesMillon,whosaidhehadan"absoluteconviction"therehadindeedbeenkickbacks,Sarkozyturnedtoonejournalistandfumedaboutwhathecalledtheabsurdityoftheinvestigation.Heraged:"Andyou!I'venoevidenceagainstyou.Butitwouldseemyou'reapaedophile.Whotoldme?Ihaveanabsoluteconviction.I'veseentheintelligencereportsbutIwon'ttellyouwhichones;I'veseensomeonebutIwon'ttellyouwho,anditwaswordofmouth.ButIhaveanabsoluteconvictionyou'reapaedophile...Canyouexplainyourself?"OfrelevancetoanyscientificapproachtosuchmattersisthepublicationoftherecentaccountsoftheleadersofthewesternworldmostdeeplyimplicatedintheframingofthenatureofAlAQaidaandtheneedforinterventioninIraqandAfghanistan(GeorgeWBush,DecisionPoints,2010;TonyBlair,AJourney,2010).Theevidentbeliefofboththattheywere"right"insustainingatrilliondollaradventure,despiteworldwideperceptiontothecontrary,suggeststhedegreetowhichglobalpoliticsandgovernanceisimbuedwithfantasyattheveryhighestlevel(ascurrentlyhighlightedbyreviewers).Theextentofsuchfantasyisnotablyevidentatthistimeofwriting:Ireland:Inthedepthsofafinancialcrisiswithsevereimplicationsfortheeurozone,reportsthatIrelandisintalkswiththeEUabouta67bnbailouthavebeenlabelledasfictionbyjusticeministerDermotAhern.Issuchfictiontobeunderstoodasfantasy,whenallareimpressedbytheseverityofthecrisis?(Editorial,TheGuardian,16November2010).ArefinancialmarketssustainedbyfantasyasbecameevidentinthecaseofthesubprimecrisistriggeringglobslintabilityBerlusconi:Inafurtherroundofpolitical,financial,legal,mediaandsexualscandal,allegedlyinvolvingtheprimeministerofItalyAAalldeniedbySilvioBerlusconihimselfAAthemysteryofhowhemanagesthatfantasyremains(TobiasJones,HowcanSilvioBerlusconistillbeinpower?TheGuardian,16November2010)UKhypocrisy:Howtodistinguishbetweenbluff,hypocrisyandfantasy?CommentatorshavemarvelledatthecapacityoftheprimeministeroftheUK,DavidCameron,topretendsuperiorstandardsofhumanrightstothegovernmentofChinaAAinaperiodwhenthedepthof(previouslydenied)UKcomplicityinabusivetreatmentofprisonersunderinterrogationisbecomingevident(IanCobain,



Interrogationtechniquesat'Britain'sAbuGhraib'revealed,TheGuardian,5November2010;JoshuaRozenberg,SeniorBritishofficerscouldfacewarcrimestrialoverallegedIraqiabuse,TheGuardian,5November2010;SimonJenkins,OnlyBritaincanbegforscrapsfromChinaandtellthemhowtobehave,TheGuardian,5November2010).MuchcontroversyhasbeenengenderedbytherevelationthatthepartyincoalitioningovernmentwiththeConservativeshadmadeasecretdecisionpriortotheelectiontoabandonapreAelectionpledge(NicholasWatt,Revealed:LibDemsplannedbeforeelectiontoabandontuitionfeespledge,TheGuardian,12November2010).Thepartywasconsciouslypresentingafantasytovotersinordertoacquirepower.PerhapsmostincredibleintermsofanyscientificmethodologyistheconsequenceofincreasingconsiderablythebudgetsforantiAterrorisminresponsetoclaimsthatthethreatlevelshaveincreasedAAintheabsenceofanyverifiableproof(despitethehistoryof"eggingup"suchclaimsonthebasisofsecretevidence).Theclaimisthenmade,ifthereisthennoevidenceofsuchincidents,thatthisisproofthattheantiAterroristmeasureswereeffectiveinpreventingorlimitinganyincidentsAAwhosenumberandnaturecannotberevealedforsecurityreasons.Cynicswouldreadilyarguethatincidentscanevenbefabricated(asfalseflagoperations)ifitisfelttobenecessarytojustifysuchlogic.Thequestionisthenhowtodistinguishbetweenrealityandfantasywhenthereareinterestsvestedinsustainingthefantasyandassertingittoberealityonthehighestauthority.SuchissuescannotbedebatedbecausethefundamentalassumptionismadeAAandsustainedbythemediaAAthatsecurityauthoritiesmeritunquestioningconfidence,despiteanyindicationstothecontrary(AbuseofFaithinGovernance:MysteryoftheUnaskedQuestion,2009).Towhatextentdoessuchlogicresemblethatoftheconfidencetricksterwhooffers,foralargeamountofmoney,tostoptheMoonfromfallingonEarthAAthenclaimsthesuccessofhisprocedures(whenaskingformore)bynotingthatthefactthatitdidnotisproofofthesuccessofthoseprocedures?ExtensivemediacoveragehasrecentlybeengiventoPaultheOctopusforhisabilitytocorrectlypredictthewinnerofeachofGermany'ssevenmatchesinthe2010footballWorldCup,aswellastheoutcomeofthefinalmatch.SuchlogichasbeensummarizedbythephilosopherJulianBaggini(TheDuckThatWontheLottery,2008)��subtitledAnd99OtherBadArguments.Itisextraordinarythatsomeoftheworld'smostsophisticatedthinkingcapacityisenabledtoexploitoneofthemostcostlyexperimentalprojectsinphysics(theCERNLargeHadronCollider)inordertodeterminetheexistenceoftheelusiveGodParticle(LeonM.Lederman,TheGodParticle:iftheuniverseistheanswer,whatisthequestion?1993).Atthesametime,theUK'sIndependentReviewerofTerrorismLegislation,LordCarlileofBerriew,arguesthatsuchistheterroristthreatworldwidethat"nocommonground"wouldbediscoveredfordecadestocome(Hardtalk,BBCWorld,24November2010).Inthelightofthenewunderstandingsofspacetimeexploredbyfundamentalphysics,mightitnotbeappropriatetodevotesomethoughttothepossiblenatureof"commonground"amongstthoseinfundamentaldisagreement,ratherthandevoteunprecedenteddefenceresourcestoobsoleteoutdatedassumptionsregardingsuch"ground"andhowitmaybeheldin"common"?(InQuestofUncommonGround:beyondimpoverishedmetaphorandtheimpotenceofwordsofpower,1997;911+QuestionsinSeekingUnCommonGround,2001;AndWhentheBombingStops?Territorialconflictasachallengetomathematicians,2000;DynamicInterrelationshipofSymbolsofCoherentExperientialRepresentationofNonduality(DISCERN),2008;GuidelinesforCriticalDialoguebetweenWorldviews,2006).Itisofcoursephysicsthatexploresunconventionalrelationshipsbetween"reality"and"fantasy".Integrativerelationshipbetweenrealityandfantasy?Onepointertothemeritofclarifyingtheroleof"fantasy"istheevenmoreradicalargumentofJohnKozy(TheMythicalUnitedStatesofAmerica:RushingintoBackwardness,GlobalResearch,11November2010).Heargues:ThemythicalUnitedStatesofAmericasohighlylaudedexistsnowhere.ItisaShangriAla.ThePreambleoftheConstitutionmakesperfectlyclearwhatkindofnationtheUnitedStateswasmeanttobe.Whatexiststodayfulfillsnoneofthosegoals.Somehavearguedthatthenationwasafraudfromdayone.Whetheraccurateornot,whatisclearisthatitmostcertainlywasquicklymurderedbyJohnMarshall,ChiefJusticeoftheSupremeCourt,whowrotethedecisionknownasMarburyv.Madison.Sincethatday,theCourthasreplicatedEngland'sseventeenthcenturypoliticaleconomyabsentonlythemonarchy.Today'sUnitedStatesofAmericaisaseventeenthcenturynationadornedwithtwentyfirstcenturytrinkets,manydeadly.Insteadofbeingasitclaims"theleaderofthefreeworld,"itisabackwardauthoritarianpreAenlightenmentreactionaryregime.A"fantasy"initsownright?ButtowhatextentisthemuchAcited"internationalcommunity"tobeheldto"exist"?TheUnitedNations?ToagreaterdegreethanAlAQaida?FollowingthecurrentmarketingofthefantasiesofBushandBlair,couldthesamebedoneasprofitablyforOsamabinLaden(MarketableTalesoftheExploitsofOsamabinLaden,2004)?Thisperspectivehighlightsthedegreetowhichthesociopolitical"realities"ofaperiodmightcometobeconsideredascollective"fantasies"AAbyothers,ifnotbythoseinvolvedoraffected."Historicalrealities"areindeedreadilyunderstoodas"fantasies"bythefutureAAhowevermuchissacrificedtothemandbythem,andhowevermuch"global"coherencetheyoffered.TheUnionofSovietSocialistRepublics(USSR)maybeseeninthislight,aswiththeThirdReichofGermany,whichhelditselftobethehistoricalsuccessortothemedievalHolyRomanEmpire(962–1806).Empiresingeneralmaythenbeunderstoodasbeingtoadegreesustainedby"imperialfantasies"orbeingdrivenbyaformoffantasyaswith:theBritishEmpire,theSpanishEmpire,theByzantineEmpire(itselfadirectcontinuationoftheRomanEmpire).EvenmorestrikingaretheAztecEmpireandthoseofChina(seeListoflargestempires).



Afruitfulwayofunderstandingtherelationshipbetweenrealityandfantasyisbyanalogytothestatesofmatterandthephasetransitionsbetweenthem:solid,liquid,gas,plasma:"plasma":thedrivinginspirationorinsight(thefantasyinitspurestform),perhapsalsoincludingitslaterhistoricalechoesAAasalatervalueAimbuedinspiration"gas":themovementofopinion,as"windsofchange",throughwhichasustainingideologyisdisseminatedandbywhichpeoplearevariously"blownabout""liquid":theeffectsonothers"sweptup",asbyatideorfloodAAaswithanyimperialprocessofexpansionandassociatedprocessesofconversionandchangeofallegiance(thenewfshions,Mongolhordes,etc.)"solid":therealitybecomesfactuallyconcrete,evenliterallyso,throughitsmanifestationininfrastructureandtheassociatedinstitutionsandregulationsThispatternbecomesevenmorefruitifulwhenseenintermsofatypicalphasediagram,especiallyofanyadaptationofitsapplicationtothedistinctionbetweendata,information,knowledgeandwisdomAAasdiscussedseparately(TheIsdomoftheWisdomSociety:embodyingtimeastheheartlandofhumanity,2003).Superimposedonthatvariant,purelyforillustrativepurposes(inthefllowingdiagram),isa"realityzone"gradedblue(centredinthetopleft),anda"fantasyzone"gradedfromyellowtopurple"(centredbottomright)Integratingtherelationshipbetween"reality"and"fantasy"(tentative)suggestedbyanidealizedphasediagramforwater,adaptedtodata,informationandknowledge

Thediagramsuggeststhe"existence"ofanoverlapbetweenthe"realityzone"andthe"fantasyzone"AAofashapeappropriatelyreminiscentofthevesicapiscis.Withinthemetaphorofthewaterphasediagramthiszone(a"greenzone")couldbeunderstoodascorrespondingtotheconditionsoftemperatureandpressurewithinwhichlifeisviableinnature[whichcouldbegreeninthediagram].Thisoffersthesuggestionthatpsychosocial"life"issimilarlyonlyviablewithina"viabilityzone"inwhichthereisanoverlapbetween"reality"and"fantasy".Anexcessivedegreeof"reality"isnomorecapableofsustainingnormallifethananexcessivedegreeof"fantasy".Thepolaritybetween"reality"(asdata)and"fantasy"(asknowledge/wisdom)isacontinuingtensioninbothscienceandthephilosophy/wisdomtraditiions.SuchadiagramoffersacontextwithinwhichtointegratetheextraordinarytendencyatthecoreofpoliticaldiscourseandthelayoutofadversarialdemocraticparliamentsAAnamelythecapacityofeach"side"toframetheargumentsoftheotheras"fantasy"whilstupholdingthe"reality"ofitsown.ThediagramcouldthenholdthequadrilemmaarticulatedbyKinhideMushakoji(GlobalIssuesandInterparadigmaticDialogue:essaysonmultipolarpolitics,1988)asdiscussedseparately(Alternationexemplifiedin4�foldpattern,2010),namely(dulyadapted):



upholderofrealityengagementinfantasybothupholdingrealityandengaginginfantasyneitherupholdingrealitynorengaginginfantasyItiscurious,givenhiskeyroleintheUnitedNationsUniversityandtheTrilateralCommission,thattherehasbeenlittleexplorationofthepotentialofsuchinsightsandthoseMushakojidevelopedsubsequently(TowardsaMulti�CulturalModernity:beyondneo�liberal/neo�conservativeglobalhegemony,UNESCO,2005).ThedistinctionsoftheabovediagrammeritreflectioninthelightoftheBiblicaldistinction(John17:14�15)ofbeing"intheworld"(engagedwithitsreality)butnot"oftheworld"(namelycenteredelsewhere)AAacognitivedistinctionwhichaccordswithothertraditionsandsuggestiveofthepossiblenatureofcognitive"commonground".Ofcoursesucharepresentationcanonlyprovideafocusfordiscussion,whetherinrelationtotheidealizationofaphasediagram,theassociationofformsofinformationtoit,orpositioning"reality"and"fantasy"inthatwayAAespeciallywithrespecttothetriplepoint(wheresolid,liquidandgascan"coexist")andthecriticalpoint.(whereaphaseboundaryceasesto"exist").Thesuggestionthatthe"viabilityzone"mighthaveasitsextremesthecriticalpointandthetriplepointisalsofoodforrflection.TheuseofthestatesofmatterisalsoinstructivebecausetheyaredependentonthedegreeofbondingbetweenatomsAAwithbondsbeinglooserinliquidandgaseousforms,notablyduetoanyincreaseintemperature.Thiscanberelatedtodiscussionsregardinganyintegrationoffacts(intoa"solid"argument)andthetenuousloosenessofmorequestionablecorrespondences.Aspreviouslydiscussed,thechalengeiswhatdegreeofconnectivityisnecessaryforviablecoherenceinasociopoliticalcontext(TheoriesofCorrespondences��andpotentialequivalencesbetweenthemincorrelativethinking,2007).Thedistinctionbetweenthe"realityzone"andthe"fantasyzone"isusefullyhighlightedatthetimeofwritingbythefollowing:UKpolitics,asdescribedbyJulianGlover(Astheleftfallsintoanegativesulk,thecentre�righthavebecometheoptimists,TheGuardian,21November2010):Solet'sfollowRodgersandHammersteintotheirmusicalSouthPacific.Thesunshines.Wavesbreakonemptybeaches.Palmtreesrustle.Andonecharacterhandsoutcomfortingadvice."You'vegottohaveadream.Ifyoudon'thaveadream,howyougonnamakeyourdreamcometrue?"shesings.TheyshouldstartwhistlingthetuneinWestminster.There'smoregoodsenseinthesongthanascoreofthinktankreports.Britishpoliticshasallbutkilleditselftryingtofindout"whatworks".Ithasdrownedinmanagerialismandsuffocatedinanalysis.WecoulddowithsomeSouthPacificdreaming....Ballsinparticularwasroboticallyimpressive,amanwithamindlikeanExcelspreadsheet.HeknowsitallanditamountstonothingbeyondthesterilecomputationsofanInstituteforFiscalStudiesassessment.Thisispoliticsbyformula:insertXintotheequationasthedesirednumericaloutcomeandtheanswertoalltheothervariablesbecomesclear.Itlooksprecise,butitisreallyempty,sinceallthenumbersarebaloney.Asocietyreliantonstatisticalcalculationcanneverbeoptimistic;allweeverseearethelimitsandthefailures.Papalindicationthatcondomsmaybeusedunderexceptionalcircumstances,asnotedbyDavidSmith(Forthefaithful,fearofAidscomessecondtofearofGod,TheGuardian,21November2010):DjosckyBindusaMongendaTapo,38,waswrestlingwithcontradictionsbetweenreligionandscience."Thepope,astheleaderofthechurchandasaChristian,iswrongtosaythis....Butscientificallyheisalsotheleaderofmanypeople,andheisrighttoprotectthem.AsaChristian,asaspiritualfact,wecannotaccepttheuseofcondomsbecausetousmarriageisbetweenonemanandonewoman.Thechurchhasforbiddentheuseofcondomsevenifyouareofficiallymarriedbecause,ifitallowedthem,italsoallowspeopletogoaroundwithprostitutes.Scientifically,thecondomsarehelpingtoprotectpeoplefromthespreadofmanysicknessesandpreventprematurepregnancies.Sexwithoutcondomsisarisktopeople'shealthandtheirfamilies....Bothsidesaregoodbut,asChristians,wearenotafraidofsicknessortodie,butweareafraidofthelawofGod.AsGodsaidonemanisforonewoman,wecannotgoagainstGodforotherreasons.ButifyouarenotChristian,youcanusecondomsifyouhavepartnersoutsidemarriage."Thedynamicbetweenrealityandfantasyisfurtherhighlightedinothercommentonthepapalclarification,withrespecttohomosexualityandprostitution,AndrewBrown(Condomsandchange,TheGuardian,24November2010)argues:ThePopebelievesthatsexshouldfulfilGod'spurposes,whereassecularistssupposethatitshouldfulfilhumanones.Mostpeople,ofcourse,notbeingideologuesofanysort,merelywantittofulfiltheirownpurposes,whichiswhytheworldisfullofprostitutes.TheworldwideAnglicancommunioncurrentlyfacesfragmentationintopartiesvariouslysubscribingtothe"reality"andthe"illusion"associatedwithviewsontheordinationofwomenandtheissueofhomsexualityinthepriesthood(StephenBatesandRiazatButt,Anglicanchurchfaces'piecebypiecedissolution',warnsarchbishop,TheGuardian,24November2010).ForWilliams:ForGod'ssake,don'tletuswastetimeandenergytalkingorbehavingasiftherewerecompetitiongoingonhere...Idon'tthinkwearedoingthejobforwhichGodhascalledushereifwereproducetheworstaspectsofsecularpartisanship.Hetoldthesynoditwasan"illusion"tothinkthecommunioncould"carryonasusual"withoutsome



changes.Anditwasa"greaterillusion"tothinktheChurchofEnglandcould"derailtheentireprocess"oftheadoptionofthecovenant,atextthatopponentsclaimwilldefinewhobelongsanddisciplinethosewhofloutrules.Aidessayhehasbeendepressedbythebattle.Hesaid:Itisunthinkinglytreatedbysomeasalmostthesoletestofbiblicalfidelityordoctrinalorthodoxy.Itisunthinkinglyregardedbyothersasoneofthosemattersonwhichthechurchmustbebroughtintolinewithwhatourculturecanmakesenseof...TherelevancetocurrentstrategyatthehighestlevelisindicatedbytheneoconstrategyofgovernanceaspresentedbyRonSuskind(WithoutaDoubt,TheNewYorkTimes,InTheMagazine,17October2004)followinganexchangehehadwithanaideinthedecisionAmakingcircleofPresidentBush:Theaidesaidthatguyslikemewere''inwhatwecallthereality�basedcommunity,''whichhedefinedaspeoplewho''believethatsolutionsemergefromyourjudiciousstudyofdiscerniblereality.''Inoddedandmurmuredsomethingaboutenlightenmentprinciplesandempiricism.Hecutmeoff.''That'snotthewaytheworldreallyworksanymore,''hecontinued.''We'reanempirenow,andwhenweact,wecreateourownreality.Andwhileyou'restudyingthatreality��judiciously,asyouwill��we'llactagain,creatingothernewrealities,whichyoucanstudytoo,andthat'showthingswillsortout.We'rehistory'sactors...andyou,allofyou,willbelefttojuststudywhatwedo.''WhetheritbetheTeaPartymovementorAlAQaidaAAorthosewhoarticulatetheirnaturetothewiderworldAAitremainsunclearwhoare"history'sactors"engagedincreatingtheir"ownreality".Challengingrelationshipbetween"fantasies"thatarevariously"right"Theissueisreadilyconsideredsimplistic,ifnotnaive.ClearlythoseattractedbytheworldviewoftheTeaPartymovementconsidertheyare"right"AAtoadegreeifnotcompletely.AndthesameistrueofthoseattractedbytheworldviewofAlAQaida.Ofcourseeachconsiderstheothertobe"wrong"AAandfundamentallyso.Thereisnomethodology,acceptabletobothsuchparties,wherebytheseviewscanbereconciled.Eachisantitheticaltotheother.Thissituationappliesinmanyarenas,ofwhich"climatechange"andthe"MiddleEast"areobviousexamples.Typicalofthesituationisthatanycriticismofoneperspectiveisautomaticallyconsideredtobeanindicationofadherencetotheother,aspreviouslydiscussed(GuidelinesforCriticalDialoguebetweenWorldviews,2006).ItmayreadilyfollowfromthisconclusionthattheothershouldbeeliminatedwithprejudiceAApossiblyasafundamentalthreattothevaluesofwhatis"right"(SamuelHuntington,TheClashofCivilizationsandtheRemakingofWorldOrder,1996).Itishoeverdifficulttoenvisageamorefantasticsituationthanthephysicalresemblancebetweenthe2,000yearoldiconicfiguredepictedinpopulariconographyoftheChristianfundeamtnalismoftheTeaPartymovement(eveninplacesofworship)andmediarepresentationsofOsamabinLadenAAthefocusofIslamasevil.CouldthispossiblybydesignAAandonwhosepart?ReferencewasmadeabovetothevalueofrecognizingtheWrightBrothersSyndromeAAperhapstobedescribedbytheWrightBrothersMnemonicAAtofocusonthetendencyofanymodeltobeupheldas"right".AgainitisthistendencywhichhasbeenexplicitlyhighlightedbyEdwarddeBono(IAmRight,YouAreWrong,1990).Thatbookisappropriatelysubtitled:FromThistotheNewRenaissance:FromRockLogictoWaterLogicAAathemeinhisotherargumentsforthe"newthinking"requiredforthe21stcentury(NewThinkingfortheNewMillennium,1999;Think!BeforeIt'sTooLate,2009).Ofcourse,asa"model",suchadvocacyisitselfsubjecttotheWrightBrothersSyndrome!Formanyitis"wrong".ThepossibilityofsomekindofcomprehensibleconfigurationAAallowingforsuchdifferentperspectivesandjustifyingthemAAhasbeenexploredseparatelyintermsofageometricform(GeometryofThinkingforSustainableGlobalGovernance,2009).TheargumentthereisthattheshapeoftheEarthasaglobeofferssuchunderstandingAAsimplyillustrated,ifnotsimplistically.Clearlypeoplestand"upright"everywhereontheglobe.Thoseintheirimmediatevicinityaresimilarlyupright.Curiously,ifpeopletravelbeyondtheirimmediate"horizon"theystillfindpeoplewhoarestanding"upright".Indeed,overmanycenturies,itwaspossibletoassumeandassertthattheEarthwasflat.Someverysophisticatedthinking,inthelightofquitesubtleobservation,wasrequiredtodemonstratethattheEarthwasofsphericalform.Fewwhonowbelievethattheyare"right"havetheskillstoprovethattheEarthisround.Thismayhoweverbereadilyacceptedfromsatelliteimageryandasanexplanationforvariousannualphenomena.Acceptancedoesnotconstituteproof.Missingfromsuchthinking,despiteglobaltravel,isanyabilitywhatsoevertosensehowpeopleelsewhere,mostnotablyontheother"side"oftheglobe,haveadifferentorientationwhentheystandupright.Telecommunication(evenwithvideocameras)obscuressuchdifferencesAApeoplearenotcorrectly"oriented"accordingtotheirrealphysicallocationwhenseenfromelsewhere(suggestingthepossibilityofasimpleeducationaloptiontousewithvideodisplayswhenvideochatting).Curiouslythe"flatness"oftheEarthhasbeenreinforcedinamuchAlaudedstudybyThomasFriedman(TheWorldIsFlat:abriefhistoryoftheTwenty�firstCentury,2007)anditssequel(Hot,Flat,andCrowded:whyweneedaGreenRevolution—andhowitcanrenewAmerica,2008).ConsistentwiththeWrightBrothersSyndrome,thisperspectivehasalsobeenpresentedas"wrong"(IrresponsibleDependenceonaFlatEarthMentality��inresponsetoglobalgovernancechallenges,2008).



Friedman'sargumentobscuresthemannerinwhichpeoplecanbevariouslyupright.MoredangerousisthattheargumentforflatnessreinforcestheAmerican(and"western")tendencytoassumethateveryoneshouldrecognizethatthereisjustonewaytobe(up)right.Thisunderstandingof"right"isthenconfusedwiththeinherent"rightness"ofwesternvaluesAAacclaimedandpromotedas"universal"(subsumingmultiplegalacticperspectives).Thisiseffectivelythepromotionofaformof"flatearthuniversality".Hencetheproblemarisingfrompeoplebeingdifferently"right".Asnotedabove,thisismoststrikinginrelationto"evil"whichAAfortheconvenienceoftheologiansAAisbestlocatedontheundersideofaflatEarth,incontrasttotheupsideinhabitedbythosethatare"right".Thefollowingimagemakesthepointthatpeoplehavebeeneducatedtobelievethatthereisa"right"waytopresentthemapoftheworld.Theologianswitha"universal"perspectivearenotablymuchchallengedbytheinsightsofferedbyanyformofcurvature. Simplecognitivechallenge:whoisupsidedown?Reproducedfromgisweb,massey.ac[seealsoTheUpsidedownMapPage]

SuchapresentationisofsociopoliticalrelevancetoAlaska,asthespiritualhomelandoftheTeaPartymovementAAgiventhat(onthebasisoftheconventionalpresentationoftheworldmap)aformerAustralianPrimeMinisterPaulKeatingisrenownedfordeclaringthatAustrialiawas"thearseendoftheEarth"(aphrasesubsequentlyincorporatedintoamusical).Theroleofconceptualmetaphorhaslongbeenrecognizedinframingthinking(GeorgeLakoffandMarkMarkJohnson,MetaphorsWeLiveBy,1980).Itisappropriatetoacknowledgethegeometricmetaphorswhichframe"global"policyAmakingandglobal"plans"AAespeciallywhen"flatness"isasserted.A"plan"AAintimatelyassociatedasitiswiththegeometryofa"plane"AAraisesfundamentalissuesofhowany"globalplan"canbeexpectedtoberelevanttoasphericalglobe.The"tangential"possibilities,presumablyatthe"point"atwhichtheplanoriginated,onlytooadequatelyillustratetheinadequacyofsuchthinkingtoglobalchallengesAAwellAemphasizedbythewidespreaduseofPowerPointtoarticulatesuchplanes.Othermetaphoricalpossibilitiescallforexploration(MetaphoricalGeometryinQuestofGlobality,2009).



Examplesofglobal"plans"÷÷asplanestangentialtotheglobeGlobal"plan"A Global"plan"B

Isitthecasethatthesloganofthe1992UNEarthSummitAAThinkGlobally,ActLocallyAAhasbeeneffectivelyreframedinpracticeasThinkGlobally,ActLinearly?Seeminglythereisnocallorcapacitytothink"voluminously",as"global"mightsuggest?(FromLateralThinkingtoVoluminousThinking,2007).Thinking"laterally"(followingEdwarddeBono),asetofplanscouldbeconfigured"voluminously"toformapolyhedron.Plansencompassingtheglobe(seesomemorecomplexpossibilitieswithotherpolyhedra) Globeencompassingtheplans(seesomemorecomplexpossibilitieswithotherpolyhedra)

Geometrically,aminimumoffoursuch"plans"mightbeconfigured,asshownabove(leftAhandimage),toencompasstheglobeAAthenunderstoodastheinsphere.Ontheotherhandaricherinsightmightbesuggestedbythecircumsphere(rightAhandimageabove).Suchsuggestivemodelsaretypicalexamplesoffantasieswhichhavebeencultivatedseparately(TowardsPolyhedralGlobalGovernance:complexifyingoversimplisticstrategicmetaphors,2008;PolyhedralPatternLanguage,2008).Configuringtherelationshipbetween"fantasies"thatarevariously"right"Theissueiswhatglobalcontextcancontainsuchdiversity,especiallywhenitengendersconflict.Inthislight,giventhatpeopledounderstand(intheoryatleast)thatthosestandinguprightelsewherearedifferentlyoriented,evenupsidedown(inreality),itisthenpossibletousethesphericalformto"hold"differentorientationsAAdifferentwaysofbeing"right".Oneoftheadvantagesofthehorizoneffectisthatpeopledifferentlyuprightcannotbereadilyseenfromwhereoneisoneself"right".Themeansbywhichpeopleotherwiseorientedareencounteredisanothermatter.Whatsortof"transportation"and"travel"arerequiredtoconfrontthem?AswithAlbertEinstein'spreoccupationwithcommunicationbetweendisparateframesofreference,thisispotentiallyanissuemeritingcarefulreflection.TheargumentcanbetakenfurtherusingavisualinnovationannouncedintheGuardianTechnologyBlogintheformofaregularlyupdated"cutAoutAandAkeep"diagram.Initsinitialformitfocusesonthelawsuitsbetweensome25smartphonecompaniesvariouslyholdingpatents,licensingpatentsandaccusingeachotherofpatentinfringement(CharlesArthur,Thesmartphonepatentwars,pt94:SmartPhoneTechnologiessuesHTC,Nokia,SonyEricssonandKyocera,TheGuardian,1November2010).Ofcourseeachsmartphonecompanyclaimsitis"right"andthatothersarevariously"wrong".Inthefollowingadaptation,forthepurposeoftheaboveargument:



thenamesofthesmartphonecompanies(aroundthecircumference)havebeenrelabelledintheoriginalGuardiandiagramtoenablethefollowingadaptationtobepresented.InotherwordsonlytheinnerlinkshavebeenkeptAAvariouslyindicating(intheoriginal)thenatureoftherelationshipsandlawsuitsbetweenothercorporations.ItisofcoursethecasethatsomesmartphonecompanieshavepatentagreementswithothersAAacknowledged"rightness",partiallyshared.conventionallabelsofdomainswithwhichmodelling"fantasies"areassociatedhavebeenpositionedaroundthecircumference(replacingthesmartphonecompanynames).Eachlabelhasbeenplaced"upright",toemphasizethemannerinwhichthoseassociatedwiththatperspectiveconsiderthatitis"right".Clearlythoseelsewherearoundthecircumferenceareprogressivelyless"right",evensignificantly"wrong"whenontheothersideofthecirclethefollowingpresentationisonlyillustrativeofavisualizationpossibility,specifically:theselectionofthe"fantasies",depictedupright,ismerelysuggestiveoftypicalinterAsectoraldisputes,notablyconfrontedinreconcilingtheprioritiesofgovernancetheorderandpositioningarearbitraryandwithoutsignificancethelinkinglinesarepurelysuggestive,beingthoseborrowedfromthesmartphonepresentationSuggestivevisualizationofrelationshipbetweenstrategicfantasiesRelabelledversionofdiagramillustratinglegal/patentrelationshipsbetweensmartphonecorporations[seeoriginalGuardiandiagram]

Thiscircularconfigurationcouldofcoursebeappropriatelyextendedtoasphericalform,bettertoreflectthesenseof"global".Anexercisewithrelatedconcernsalsomadeuseofacircularconfiguration(MappingtheGlobalUnderground,2010).UnquestionablepreferenceforlinearthinkingPresentationofamapoftheformofthataboveinawidelyreadnewspaperismostunusual.Typically,whetherinmediapresentationsorpolicydebates,thepreferenceisforlinear,sequentialpresentationsofthecrudest("weright,youwrong"form).Thischaracterizeslinearthinkingandreinforcesitwhateverthedegreeof"twisting"and"turning'byparticipants.



Thereislittleelseonoffer.ManypolicyenvironmentsdonothaveafacilityfornonAlinearpresentations.Thisisalsotrueofrallieselicitingsupportforpolicies,typicallysupportedbybannersofthebriefestkindAAtomakea"point".PerhapsofmostrelevancetotheaboveargumentisnotwhysuchaglobalmapdoesnotexistbutratherwhythecaseforsuchamapisconsideredtobeirrelevanttothecomprehensionandmanagementofthechallengesofglobalgovernanceAAdespitethe"existence"ofdestabilizingTeaPartyandAlAQaidamovements.Itisthereforesomewhatironicthatsuchamapisconsideredusefultocomprehensionofthedisputesbetweentheglobalsmartphonesuppliers,symbolizingastheydotheemergingfacilityforglobalcommunicationAAonaglobalizingEarth,"universally"laudedasbeing"flat"incommunicationterms.Whyforexamplehasnosuchmapbeenproducedinrelationshiptotheclimatechangedebateortootherproblematicdialoguearenas?ThepointhasrecentlybeenemphasizedinthelongAstandingdisputeoverKashmir,inwhichcallshavebeenmadetoindictArundhatiRoyfortreasonfollowinghersuggestionthattheirmightbesomevaliditytotheKashmiriperspective(GethinChamberlain,ArundhatiRoyfacesarrestoverKashmirremark,TheGuardian,26October2010).Curiously,totheextentthatsuchmapsareused,itisprimarilybythesecurityservicesforthedetectionofthreatsorfraudAAnotablybytrackingphonecontactsorbankingtransactions.Theyareseeminglyneverusedtomapandcommunicateconflictingperspectivesandopportunitieseveninthecaseofsecuritychallenges,asmoregenerallyargued(FromECHELONtoNOLEHCE:enablingastrategicconversiontoafaith�basedglobalbrain,2007).ThishasbeenshownintheapparentcontrastbetweentheaversiontoananalyticaloverviewbytheOfficeoftheJointChiefsofStaffoftheUSofthecounterinsurgency(COIN)initiativeinAfghanistanasrepresentedbythePAConsultingGroup.Thistakestheformofamap,notablypublicizedonbehalfofMcClatchyNewspapersbyDionNissenbaum(ThegreatAfghanspaghettimonster,CheckpointKabul,20December2009;GraphicShowsComplexityofUSCounterinsurgencyinAfghanistan,TheHuffingtonPost,22December2009).CoincidentallythismapwaspublicizedoverthewebattheendoftheCopenhagenclimatechangeevent.Toillustratethepossibilities(asintheaboveexercise),the"spaghettimap"wasadapted(asreproducedbelow)tosuggesttherelevanceofsuchaperspectivetotheclimatechangedebate(InsightsfortheFuturefromtheChangeofClimateinCopenhagen,2010). AdaptationtoclimatechangeofarepresentationofcounterinsurgencyoperationsinAfghanistan(clickonimageforlargerversion)

AfghanistanCOINdynamic(clustersinoriginalmap) ClimatechangeCOINdynamic(clustersinadaptedmap)Population/PopularsupportInfrastructure,Economy&ServicesGovernment Population/PopularsupportInfrastructure,Economy&ServicesGovernance



AfghanistanSecurityForces(ANSF)InsurgentsCrime&NarcoticsCoalitionForces&ActionsPhysicalEnvironment ActivistNGOStrategicForces(ANSF)Dissenters("Them")Crime&DistractionsInitiativesofCoalitionoftheWillful("US")PhysicalEnvironmentHoweverthesophisticatedapplicationcurrentlyusedforsecuritypurposescanindeedbeadaptedtotheexplorationofincommensurableissues(PreliminaryNetmapStudiesofDatabasesonQuestions,WorldProblems,GlobalStrategies,andValues,2006).Somescreenshotexamplesarereproducedbelow.StudiesofpotentialWhere,When,What,Which,How,WhoandWhy÷QuestionstobeaskedabouttherelationshipbetweenFaithandProsperity(emergentgroupsanddetail)(represents2980Questionsand4804links)[Fullsizeimagesofthosepresentedbelowcanbeaccessedbyclickingontheimage]

Thepointremainsthatitisnotwhethersuchapplicationscanbeused(theycan),butwhytheyarenotused(sincetheyarenot)÷÷despitebeingavailableoveranextendedperiod(HolisticnetworkmappingusingNETMAP,1995).Clearlythereisadeepcommitmenttothebinarylogicoflineardebateandthemannerinwhichthatlogiccanbeenacted(usingbombsandmissiles)againstthosewhodonotthink"right".ThereisadeepironythattheoriginalintercontinentalballisticmissileswerenecessarilybasedonasophisticatedunderstandingofcurvatureAAinordertobeabletoflattenthosewhowereotherwiseupright,butwiththe"wrong"orientation.FantasticworldofglobalstrategyItisintriguing,facedwithaglobalcrisisofcrises,thatanyproposed"globalplan"iseffectivelybasedonacarefullyarticulated"model"andthatthesedemonstrablyfailto"fly".Somemayhoweverbelaunchedas"trialballoons",asseparatelyexplored(Globallooning��StrategicInflationofExpectationsandInconsequentialDrift,2009).



Aswiththeclassicalmetaphor,althoughpromotedasthoughtheywere"eagles"(capableofsoaringovertheafflicteddomain)theytypicallyturnouttobe"turkeys"AAincapableof"gettingofftheground".Itisofcoursethecasethat,irrespectiveofthemisleadingpromotionandpuffery,theymaywellachieveadegreeof"lift"forashortperiod.ThismaybesufficienttoconvincemanyAAthecredulousAAthatthepromotioniscredible.AtthetimeofwritingtheG20Summit(Korea,2010)offersyetanotherexample.Itmightbesaidthat,withinthemetaphor,globalleadershiphopsdesperatelyfrompromisetopromiseseekingliftAAlikea"turkey".Theprocessmightwellbecomparedtoindulgenceinfantasieslackingincoherenceandsubstance.TheG20bearsaninterestingresemblancetothecourtofanEmperoroftheinternationalcommunity.ItisheldatgreatcostandtypicallycelebratesthenewclothingwhichtheEmperor'stailorshavedesignedaccordingtotheverylatestfashion.Unfortunately,aswiththeclassictaleoftheEmperor'sNewClothes,itisonlyexternalcommentatorswhonotethattheEmperorparadesnakedbeforeanaudiencevociferousinitsappreciationofthenewfashion(EntangledTalesofMemeticDisaster:MutualimplicationoftheEmperorandtheLittleBoy,2009).OfthelatestG20Summit,forexample,PresidentObamadeclaredthatit"achievedahardwonconsensus"(VoiceofAmerica,12November2010).Inspirationalmodelsforglobalexploration?WinniethePoohexploringtheTreeofKnowledgeEarlyairplaneflyingmachinesandtheir"magnificentmen" Magiccarpets

Such"models"(asinthemiddlepanelabove)couldbefruitfullycomparedtothoseexploredinthecultmovie(ThoseMagnificentMenintheirFlyingMachines,1965).Thishelpfullyhighlightsthedegreesoffantasy,arrogance,duplicityandunderhandednesscharacteristicofelaboratorsandusersofsuch"models".AmoreempatheticdepictionisofferedbytheclassicimageofPoohBearusingaballoontoriseuptothelevelofabeehiveinatreeinordertoobtainthehoneyAAperhapstheultimatemetphorforglobalstrategicaspirations.MoreintriguingistheinspirationofferedbyflyingkitesinalltheirvarietyAAasnotedaboveinthecaseofLudwigWittgenstein.Atthesametimeitisthe"nonAexistent"movements,indifferenttoany"universal"ruleoflaworrationalityAAtheAlAQaidasandtheTeaPartiesAAwhichofferandattractasenseof"universal"coherence.Experiencedas"right"bythosetheysway,theyarereadilyexperiencedas"flying"andabletotransportotherswiththem.Ratherthanisolated"eagles",theymaybecomparedtostrategicallynimbleswarms,whetherofstarlings[seeimages,videos].locusts,orfish.AsswarmstheyexhibitaparticularformofcollectiveintelligenceAAcurrentlyresearchedasswarmintelligence.Conventionalinstitutions,muchconstrainedintheircollectiveintelligence,aremuchchallengedintheircapacitytobenefitfromthismode,asseparatelydiscussed(EnablingCollectiveIntelligenceinResponsetoEmergencies,2010).Asidefromthe"visible"models,fantasticorotherwise,worldwideengagementwithfantasyisevidentinthecaseoftheblockbusterbook/movieseriesofrecentdecades(HarryPotter,LordoftheRings,StarWars,Avatar,etc).Thesecouldbeunderstoodasfruitfullyexploringtheinterfacebetweentheconventionalmodelsandthefantastic.Ascommentatorshavenoted,Avatar'sunderlyingsocialandpoliticalthemesattractedattention,withcommentarycontroversypolarizedbetween:itshighlightingofthedisastrousapplicationofPentagonAinspiredNATOAlogictoaworldofqualityimbuedwithotherprinciplesAAshowingprofoundresistancetocapitalismandthestruggleforthedefenceofnature.Itistheworldofthosesoattackedandexploitedthatemergesasmoreattractive,credibleandcoherent.itsuseofvillainousAmericancharacterstomisrepresentfacetsofmilitarism,capitalism,andimperialism.Thistrendisevenmoreevidentinthedevelopmentofvideogamesandvirtualworlds.Incontrasttothemisleadingglobalpromotionof(western)"democracy"asa"universal"model,theseactuallyofferinteractiveengagementofakindAAtothepointofinvolving"swarms"ofpeopleformanyhourseachday.WhatsoAcalled"globalplans"achievethis?Howisthe



meaningoftheonetobecomparedwiththemeaningoftheotherAAandwhoistopronouncecrediblyonthematterinaworldof"spin",asanauthoritativevariantoffantasy?ThereisahugeironytothereleaseatthetimeofwritingofavideogameCallofDuty:BlackOps.DevelopedintheUSA(aswithothervideosglorifyingwarandusedtopromoteconscription),itchallengesplayerstoassassinateformerCubanpresidentFidelCastro.ThishasprovokedanangryresponsefromtheCubangovernmentarguingthatitglorifiesrealtargettedassassinationattemptsbytheUSA(AdamGabbatt,CallofDuty:BlackOpsupsetsCubawithCastromission,TheGuardian,November2010).Theironyisallthegreatergiven:thebanningin2008ofavideogame(MedalofHonor)onUSmilitarybases,allowingplayerstopretendtobeaTalibanfighterandto"shoot"U.S.troopsinAfghanistan(asreportedbyIranDefence.net)theappealbyReverendPatRobertson(aformerUSPresidentialcandidateandfriendofGeorgeBush),speakingto7millionviewersoftheevangelicalChristianBroadcastingNetworkon23August2005[more]calledfortheassassinationofthepresidentofVenezuela,HugoChavez:Wehavetheabilitytotakehimout,andIthinkthetimehascometoexercisethatability...It'sawholeloteasiertohavesomeofthecovertoperativesdothejobandthengetitoverwith.[moremoremore]thatoperativesofBlackwaterWorldwideAAaprimesecuritycompanyundercontracttotheUSgovernment,notedforthesecretivenatureofitsoperationsAAhaverecentlybeenindictedforkillingIraqis(BlackwaterIndictmentAllegesGrislyTale,CBSNews,8December2008);thecompanysubsequentlychangeditsnametoXeServicesasnotedonaCubangovernmentArunwebsite,whattheUnitedStatesgovernmentdidnotachieveinmorethan50years,itnowtriestodovirtuallyfrequentclaimsthatthePresidentoftheUSAisthe"mostpowerfulmanonEarth"areseeminglybelied(atleastaccordingtotherulesofboxingandwrestling)bythefactthatCastroremainedunbeatenafter638attemptsonhislifeAAinstigatedbyalongsuccessionofUSpresidentsseekinghismantle.(OtherswhomightappropriatelywearthemantleincludeOsamabinLaden,giventhathetoostandsundefeatedaftertheexpenditureofatrilliondollarsoveradecade.)videogametechnologywillcertainlyevolveinthenearfuturetoenableplayerstosubstitutetheface,dressandnameof"Castro"withthoseofenemiesofchoiceAAObama,Osama,Pope,Jesus,Mohamed,father,motherAinAlaw,boss,neighbour,etc?Thiswillallowformanyopportunitiesofexploringprivateandcollectivefantasiesandwillundoubtedlyevokefargreaterprotest,especiallywhenupheldasseditious,blasphemous,oranincitementtoterrorism.ItiseffectivelyademocratizationofamodelonginspiredbythePentagonAHollywoodscriptwritingassociation(HollywoodandThePentagon:ADangerousLiaison).Farmoreinterestinghowever,insuchimaginativeenvironments,isthenatureofcognitiveengagementwiththefantasyarchetypesfromthepastAAdeprecatedsothoroughlybyasciencethatismuchconstrainedinitsabilitytoofferalternativeswiththesamepowerandaccessibility.IronicallytechnologyhasbecomethehandmaidenoffantasyAAwhetherinsupportofonlinegamingoruseofdronesinAfghanistan.Especiallyinterestinginrelationtoany"models"capableof"flying"isthepopularenthusiasmfor"dragons"AAwhetherdangerouslydestructive,orofferingamagicalrideasaconsequenceofappropriatebondingbetweendragonandrider.PartofthemytharetheconditionsinwhichsuchbondingcanbeenabledAAsomewhatakintoenablinganycognitive"model".Howeverthedragonsarefelttobe"alive"andworthyofrespect.Itcanbereadilyimaginedhowenthrallingandcrediblewouldbearchetypalbattlesbya"swarm"(or"fellowship")ofdragonridersinavirtualworldAAinresponsetothe"blackoperatives"ofthePentagonfantasyworldview.Thelatter,completewithitsSaurons,DarkLordsandDarthVadars,wouldthenbecastascommandingthe"darkforce"AAcompletewithits"darkriders"(The"DarkRiders"ofSocialChange:achallengeforanyFellowshipoftheRing,2002).Ofcourse,withthePentagoncontrolledbytheTeaPartyworldview,itwouldbethedragonriderswhowouldbecastasthedemonicforceAAcallingforactionbyImperialforcesoflawandorderwiththeaidoftheirdrones.IntheAlAQaidaworldview,theculturalpreferencemightbefor"magiccarpets"ratherthandragons.Ironicallythe"magiccarpet"metaphorhasbeenusedinAfghanistantodescribeaneducationalstrategy(OperationMagicCarpetRide,RadioFreeAfghanistan,18June2010)andaUSAgovernmentfundedcarpetweavingprogram(ThePentagon'sMillion�DollarMagicCarpetRide,MSMMonitor,28August2010).MorecuriousistheadaptationofthemetaphorfortheconstructionofaMediumAltitudeGlobalISRandCommunications(MAGIC)(BillSweetman,BelievinginMagic,Ares:ADefenseTechnologyBlog,27August2010).Isthisthenatureofmemeticwarfare(Missiles,Missives,MissionsandMemeticWarfare,2001)?



Kiteflying? Strategicballoons?Strategicdragonstoride?

seeWittgensteinFliesaKite:astoryofmodelsofwingsandmodelsoftheworld,2006 seeGloballooning:StrategicInflationofExpectationsandInconsequentialDrift,2009seeChinesesymbolismofthedragondanceandtwodragonsinpursuitofapearlofwisdomConclusionStrategicconcernswith"global"initiativesareunderminedbymisapplicationofotherwisefruitfulmetaphors.Thesereinforceconfusionandtendenciestooversimplification.Theyfailtochallengerelianceonbothlinearthinkingandtheroleofaplanview(withrespecttoplanningandexplanation).Theseconfusionsareevidentinassumptionsmadeintakingadvantageofthesphericalformoftheplanetaryglobetoobscurethechallengesof"universality"withinwhicheachperspectiveclaimingvaliditynecessarilyholdsalternativestobemisguidedor"wrong".Theuseoftheglobeasametaphorcouldthereforebenefitfromnewthinkingtohighlighttherealpossibilitiesofintegrative,"global"conversation(FutureGenerationthroughGlobalConversation:inquestofcollectivewell�beingthroughconversationinthepresentmoment,1997).However,italsofollowsfromtheaboveargumentthatsuchrenewedunderstandingofthemetaphorshouldprovideforthesensethatthoseconsideringthemselves"enlightened"byaparticularmodelofrealitynecessarilyrecognizethatthosefavouringalternativeperspectivesarevariously"endarkened".ThecyclicmovementsoftheEarthreadilyintegrateandreconcilesuchotherwiseinexplicable(andunacceptable)paradoxes(EngagingwiththeInexplicable,theIncomprehensibleandtheUnexpected,2010).Foranindividual,theaboveargumentsuggeststhat,ifamodel"worksforyou",and"ticklesyourfancy",then"grabaholdofitandfly"AAasadvocatedintheWoodyAllencomedy(WhateverWorks,2009).Becomea"dragonrider"andteamupwithothersofyourkind.Itisthiskindofteambuildingandmagicalbondingthatinteractiveonlinegamingfacilitates.ThiscontrastswiththeprimitiveandunimaginativeteambuildingdevelopedbysuchmeansthroughPentagonANATOgaming,notablyforrecruitmentpurposes(ArmyGameProject).Partofthechallengemaybecommunicatingthenatureofanyrichersenseofidentity.InthatrespectthecommentbyKennethBouldingisrelevantwithregardtotheuseof"metaphor",couldbeusefullyreplacedby"fantasy"inthefollowing:Ourconsciousnessoftheunityoftheselfinthemiddleofavastcomplexityofimagesormaterialstructuresisatleastasuitablemetaphorfortheunityofagroup,organization,department,discipline,orscience.Ifpersonificationisonlyametaphor,letusnotdespisemetaphorsAwemightbeoneourselves.(Ecodynamics:anewtheoryofsocietalevolution,1978).Onthecollectiveandglobalscale,thereisacaseforattentiveexplorationofhowfantasy"works"whereconventionalmodalitiessoclearlyfailandareincreasinglylackingincredibility(RelevanceofMythopoeicInsightstoGlobalChallenges,2009).Howindeedwillcollectiveandswarmintelligenceworkinthe21stcentury?OneexplorationemphasizedtherelationbetweenTwitterandswarmintelligence(Re�EmergenceoftheLanguageoftheBirdsthroughTwitter?,2010).Theintimaterelationbetweenfanstasyandthedynamicsof"spin"suggestthatinsightsintothelatterthroughthewhirlpoolsandtornadosofnaturemayofferavitalkey(EnablingGovernancethroughtheDynamicsofNature:exemplifiedbycognitiveimplicationofvorticesandhelicoidalflow,2010).Theneedforapreoccupationwiththeroleof"strategicfantasies"atthistimeisvery"realistic",assuggestedbyJohnO’Sullivan('EverythingChanged':WouldThattheClicheWereTrue,16September2002):ItwouldbecomfortingtoreportthatAmericanconservativeshadcriticizedandopposedthisStateDepartmentdrift[offavoringEuropeanintegration].Unfortunately,withfewexceptions,theyhaveacceptedthefalsepictureofaEuropealreadyunifiedinoppositiontotheU.S.,denounceditinapocalypticterms,andgoneontoadvancestrategicfantasiesofreplacingNATOwithanantiAIslamicalliancebuiltonTurkey(anIslamiccountry),Russia(whichjustsignedatradedealwithIraq),India(whichisviolentlyhostiletoAmerica’sclient,PresidentMusharrafofPakistan),andIsrael.Itis,ofcourse,anachievementofsortstohaveproducedaforeignpolicyevenmoreunrealisticthanthatoftheU.S.StateDepartment.Referenceisalsomadeto"strategicfantasies"bySergeyKaraganov(StrategicHavoc,RussiainGlobalAffairs,9April2010)withrespecttotherecentcallforsettingaspecificgoalofriddingtheworldofnucleararmsandforlaunchingamassivecampaigninsupportofNuclearZero.GoogleAAwithacorporatemottoofDon'tbeevilAAcurrentlyoffers814hitsinresponsetothequery"strategicfantasies".



Thecurrentstrategicfantasiesfollowthoseofanearlierperiod,asnotedbyPatrickDeer(CultureinCamouflage:war,empire,andmodernBritishliterature,2009):Theinterwaryearssawamassiveefforttomakestrategicfantasiesareality;ifthetechnologyofimperialairpowerormobilearmouredwarfaredidnotyetexist,culturecouldbemobilizedtoshoreuptheramshacklewarmachine.Ironically,thefundamentalimportanceattachedtothedragoninChinesecultureAAframingthemselvesasthe"descendantsofthedragon"AAsuggeststhatmoreattentionshouldbegiventothewidelypopularfantasyofthedragondance.Throughitteamsofupto50peopleembodyadragonAAeventwoorninedragons,requiringcomplexchoreographytoexploretheirintertwining.ThedancemightthenevenbeunderstoodasframingtheintertwinedrelationshipsbetweencontrastingfantasiesAAsuchasthoseofAlAQaidaortheTeaPartymovement,orperhapsoftheIsraelisandthePalestinians.Althoughanynotionof"dragon"bymodernmilitaryforcesmightnowbeconsideredridiculous,itismostcuriousthatthemilitaryhasalreadyindulgedinthisfantasytoahighdegreethroughthenamingofmanyformsofweaponryandmission,whetherinthespecificcaseof"dragon"(eg.BA23Dragon,HMSDragon)orothersuchentitiesandtheirassociatedartefacts(XA47Pegasus,HAIPegasus,OperationPegasus(1968),Trident(missile),OperationMars,SupermarineScimitar,Centaurtank,etc).Whichmythicalentitieshavenotbeenusedinthiswayandwhy?ItwouldnotbesurprisingtodiscoverthatthecomprehensivemanualsofDungeonsandDragonswereusedasaresource.Anumberofintergovernmentalorganizationsfollowthispatterninusingnamesofclassicaldeitiesandtheirsymbols.Theprocessisnotablywelldevelopedinthefashionindustrywherethenamesofmostclassicaldeitiesarenowbrandnames.LibrarianshaveataleregardingthemisfilingAAunder"urbanplanning"AAoftheCityofGodbyStAugustineofHippo.Mightthereversenowbeappropriate,namelyfilinganyisolated"globalplan"underfantasyAAespeciallyifbasedona"universaldeclaration"?ThiswouldbeconsistentwithwhatPeterA.Clarkhasdescribedasthe"thestrategicfantasiesofformal,writtenmissionstatements"incontrastwitha"candoemphasis"(OrganisationsinAction:competitionbetweencontexts,2000,p.214).Ratherthansterile"plans",shiftingmetaphor,theremayindeedbeacasefor"magiccarpets"inwhichcontrastingthematicthreadsareinterwoveninbraideddiscourse(InterweavingThematicThreadsandLearningPathways:Noonautics,MagiccarpetsandWizdomes,2010).Theimplicationofsuchmagiccarpetsforgovernancehavebeenseparatelyexplored(MagicCarpetsasPsychoactiveSystemsDiagrams,2010).Theapparentdegreeofabandonmentofthe"rational"regardingmattersglobal,incontrastwith"local"technicaldetail,doesinfactopenopportunitiesforformsofreconciliationwhichwouldbeimpossibleinapurely"rational"context.Thispointismade,byRobertSapolskywithregardtopossibilitiesofexploitingthebrain'stendencytoconfuserealityandliteralnesswithmetaphorandsymbol(ThisIsYourBrainonMetaphors,TheNewYorkTimes,14November2010).CitingtheworkofRobertAxelrod,apoliticalscientistandgametheorist,hearguesthatthisneuralconfusionabouttheliteralversusthemetaphoricalgivessymbolsenormouspower,includingthepowertomakepeaceandtofacilitateconflictresolution.Howthenbesttocultivateglobalstrategicfantasiesofchoice?Symbolicrepresentationofstrategicfantasies
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