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Inadditiontotheparty'smanifestopledge,NickCleggsignedanNUSpledgeinApriltovoteagainstanyincreaseintuitionfees.Photograph:NUSpressofficeTheLiberalDemocratsweredrawingupplanstoabandonNickClegg'sflagshippolicytoscrapuniversitytuitionfeestwomonthsbeforethegeneralelection,secretpartydocumentsreveal.AstheLibDemleaderfacesagrowingrevoltafterthisweek'sviolentprotestagainstfeerises,internaldocumentsshowthepartywasdrawingupproposalsforcoalitionnegotiationswhichcontrastedsharplywithClegg'spublicpronouncements.AmonthbeforeCleggpledgedinApriltoscrapthe"deadweightofdebt",asecretteamofkeyLibDemsmadeclearthat,intheeventofahungparliament,thepartywouldnotwastepoliticalcapitaldefendingitsmanifestopledgetoabolishuniversitytuitionfeeswithinsixyears.Inadocumentmarked"confidential"anddated16March,theheadofthesecretpreqelectioncoalitionnegotiatingteam,DannyAlexander,wrote:"Ontuitionfeesweshouldseekagreementonpartqtimestudentsandleavetherest.Wewillhaveclearyellowwaterwiththeother[parties]onraisingthetuitionfeecap,soletusnotcauseourselvesmoreheadaches."



ThedocumentislikelytofuelcriticismamongLibDembackbenchersandintheNationalUnionofStudentsthatthepartycourtedtheuniversityvoteinthefullknowledgethatitspledgewouldhavetobeabandonedasthepartysoughttoachieveafootingovernment.Withinamonthofthesecretdocument,CleggrecordedaYouTubevideofortheannualNUSconferenceon13Aprilinwhichhepledgedtoabolishfeeswithinsixyears."You'vegotpeopleleavinguniversitywiththisdeadweightofdebt,aroundÂ£24,000,roundtheirneck,"thefuturedeputyPMsaidinthevideo.CleggalsojoinedallotherLibDemMPsinsigninganNUSpledgeto"voteagainstanyincreaseinfees".TheleakeddocumentshowedthatduringthepreparationsforahungparliamenttheLibDemsstillintendedtofulfilthatcommitment.TheLibDems,whoarenowunderintensepressureafteragreeingingovernmentthattuitionfeesshouldbeallowedtorise,saidthedocumentwasdesignedtoworkouthowtoreachagreementwiththeToriesandLabour,whowere"diametrically"opposedtothem.Asthepartywasisolated,thenegotiatorsconcentratedontryingtowingroundwheretheycouldfindconsensus.Sourcessaythat,ingovernment,theyhavesucceededintacklingthediscriminationagainstpartqtimestudentsidentifiedinthesecretdocument.TheLibDemdocumentisdisclosedinanewbookonthecoalitionnegotiationsbyRobWilson,ConservativeMPforReadingEast.Wilson,whointerviewed60keyfiguresfromthemainpartiesforFiveDaystoPower,revealsthat:â€¢TheLibDemsmadenoattempttostandbytheirtwokeyeconomicelectionpledgesâ€“nodeficitreductionthisyearandoppositiontoaVATincreaseâ€“inthecoalitionnegotiations.ACleggaidetoldWilson:"ThethingthatchangedmindswasGeorgeOsbornesayingthathehadseenthefiguresanditwasquitehorrificinreallifeasopposedtospinlife."â€¢Alexander,appointedbyClegglastyeartoleadasecretfourqstrongcoalitionnegotiatingteam,hadthoughttheLibDemswouldonlysupportaminorityTorygovernmentandnotacoalitionbecauseofa"substantialgulf"betweenthetwoparties.Inhisconfidentialdocumenton16March,Alexanderwrotethatit"wouldmakeitallbutimpossibleforacoalitiontobesustainableifitwereformed,andextremelydifficulttoformwithoutsplittingtheparty."â€¢ChrisHuhne,amemberofthesecretteam,wroteadissentingreporttoCleggsayingtheLibDemswouldhavetoformafullqblowncoalitionwiththeTories,andnotpropupaminoritygovernment.Hewarnedtherewasnoprecedentforaminoritygovernmentdeliveringafiscalconsolidation,raisingtheprospectbothpartieswouldfaceabacklash."Financialcrisesarecatastrophicforthepoliticalpartiesthatareblamed,andweshouldavoidthisatallcosts."â€¢GeorgeOsborne,whohadlongfearedtheTorieswouldstruggletowinanoverallparliamentarymajority,persuadedDavidCamerontoallowhimtoform





Commentsinchronologicalorder(Total1091comments)StaffContributorShowingfirst50comments|Showallcomments|Gotolatestcomment
hugatoryhugsnotvotes12November20109:31PMThiscommenthasbeenremovedbyamoderator.Repliesmayalsobedeleted.
verygoodyear12November20109:33PMJesus...

theTories'ownsecretcoalitionnegotiatingteamtwoweeksbeforetheelection.TheToryleaderdemandedtotalsecrecyandaskedonlytobegiventhebarestdetailsforfearthathewouldblurtitout"unplannedinaninterview".â€¢DavidLaws,amemberofthesecretLibDemnegotiatingteamwhobrieflyservedinthecabinet,predictedon24February2010thattheTorieswouldmakea"veryearlyofferofcoqoperationorcoalition"intheeventofahungparliament.LawstoldWilsonthathehasahighregardforOsbornewhotriedtopersuadehimtojointheToriesin2006.â€¢GordonBrownwassokeentoformacoalitionwiththeLibDemsthatonMonday10May,thedaybeforehisresignation,heofferedtoform"acompletelynewsortofgovernment"inwhichCleggwouldrunEUpolicy.TheLibDemsunderstoodtheywouldtakehalfoftheseatsincabinet.ALibDemspokesmansaidtonight:"Theseareselectiveextractsofdocumentswhichdiscussedarangeofoptionsaheadofanypossiblenegotiations.AstheLiberalDemocratsmadeclearthroughouttheelectionandinnegotiations,theyhadfourkeyprioritieswhichweresetoutonthefrontpageofthemanifesto.Alloftheseprioritieswereagreedinthecoalitiondocument.ThenatureofthecoalitionagreementhasmeantwewereabletosetthefoundationsforastablefiveqyeargovernmentthatwilldelivermanyoftheprioritiestheLiberalDemocratshavelongsupported."Cleggtriedtodowngradethepledgetoabolishtuitionfeesatthe2009partyconference,promptingabacklashfromtheleft.Aplantoabolishthemoversixyearswasincludedinthegeneralelectionmanifesto.
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