Conrad Burns (Montana) to McConnell and Leahy, March 16, 1999
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March 16, 1990

The Honorable Mitch MeConnell
Chairmen

Subcommimes on Forsign Op=aticns
Uinited States S=pate

142 Drirksen Sepate Oifice Building
Washington DLC. 70310

The Honorabls Pasgck Laahy
Faoking

Subeommire= on Foreion Cneratiops
Unit=d State=g Sanae

142 Diirksen Senare Office Suilding
Washington, D.C. 20310

Diear b= Chairmen:

A% ¥ou spproach markop of the FY2000 Forsien Crperations Appropriadon Bill 1
respestiully request ¥our consideration and suppart for an mitatve, which is YETY LDpoTiant
my stat= and providss an altemative means for implam=nting th= Madonal Drrug Conmel St=legy
of th= Offies of MNatonal Drug Coptrol Folicy (UNDCP). The Denarmient of Swrs, throoph irs
Burean of intemational Warcotcs md Law Snibrezment Afairs (ML), will have the
responainility for coordinarion and implementation of this prosrom.

This counterarug initabve uses myconerbicid=s to combar illicit
pareotie culfivadon. The myeoherpicide oroc=ss 15 a5 fallows:

* Strains of fungi are 1sobared, cheracterized and formuiared into mycohsrbicidss;

Priar to application, the myeahernicids will undereo =xensive tasting on 2 vanety of
mdig=nous plants and wildiife w verify homi-specificing
* hyzoherhinides will bs appiisd by airea® whish re capabis of flving 2t sluudss meh spough
to be out of rmnge of pmfire;
- Omoz deployed, the natural dissas= es:zbiishes and deswovs the parcode crop; and
* Mycoberbicides will remnin i the soil for an ext=nsive period end prevenr ths fubare prowth of
TErCOTC Crops in that arss,

In addition, the prozram will also assist the partcipating pations with altemenve o
development. such =5 cocos and coffes.
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[ regard this program as 2 prierity in the =Fort 10 eradicate illegal drugs, Geneml Bamy
McCaffrey, Dirsster of the ONDCE, also SUEPOIEs this initiative and hes stated, “The eliminarion
of illicit coca and vpiun sullivation is the past way 10 reducs the cocaine and herajn
availahiiity.”

[ wish to respeccfully requast your support for the appropriaton of the following
nfbanyva:

Incrzage the Bureay of International Narcolics and Law Enforcement Affais of the
Deparmment of State (INL/DOS) by 510 million far counterdrag ressarch and
development thar will fund the Iollowing: myeaherbicide product research amd
development, marcotic erop sradication wchnologies; narcotic plant idenfificeton and
bigtechnoiogy; worldwides narcone crop identification: 2ad alterpagive oTop razearch ang
development Specifically, the 510 million for mycoherbicide r=lated rmsearch and
develomment actvides will focus ar the toliowing arszs; fermentation: formularigr:
regisanon: fisid testing: foreipn laboratories: myeolozy, dispersal tecknalesy: and
Tesnanss "Red” t=ams,

Lurgs you to suppert this impertant progam. As Mlezal narcatc
STERs Cantnls Lo crss our bordsrs and threat=n tha health and welfars of Amencan sideons, we
view this program 25 2 prieriry that can wEmidcanty redues the nrodustion of these crops. This
Program is 3 pritns example of how laveraging INL. doilars toward critical research and
development of mycoherbicides will sumroort and maks significant (mprovements o the aaliogal
drug control noiicy,

Thanic vou for considsring my regusst.

Sineerely,

Conrad Burne
United Siages Sepator



