
T�MobileAssertsRighttoCensorTextMessagesinFederalLawsuitbyAmarTooronSeptember23,2010at09:54AMT5Mobile'sdecisiontoblockspecificmessagessentacrossitsnetworkhasnowresultedinafederallawsuitthatmayhavefar5reachingimplicationsforwirelessprovidersseekingtoexercisemorecontrolovertheirplatforms.AsWiredreports,thewirelessserviceisbeingsuedbyEZTexting,acompanythatoffersshortcodetextmessagingservicestothird5partyclients.Companieswhosignupfortheservicearegiventheirownuniqueword,whichcustomerscantexttoreceivemoreinformation.Ifachurch,forexample,signsupfortheservice,itcouldsendoutinformationtoallT5Mobilecustomerswhotexttheword'CHURCH'tothenumber313131.AfteramedicalmarijuanadispensaryinCaliforniarecentlysignedupfortheservice,however,T5MobileabruptlysuspendedtransmissionofEZTexting'smessages,claimingthatitreservestherighttoapprovetheservice'slistofclientsbeforehand.Inafiling(PDF)submittedtoaNewYorkfederalcourt,T5Mobilewrotethatit"hasdiscretiontorequirepre5approvalforanyshort5codemarketingcampaignsrunonitsnetwork,andtoenforceitsguidelinesbyterminatingprogramsforwhichacontentproviderfailedtoobtainthenecessaryapproval."Suchdiscretion,moreover,allowsthecompany"toprotectthecarrieranditscustomersfrompotentiallyillegal,fraudulent,oroffensivemarketingcampaignsconductedonitsnetwork."EZTexting,meanwhile,saysitwillgooutofbusinessifajudgedoesn'torderT5Mobiletodisseminateitstexts.Asimilarcasewenttofederalcourtin2007,whenVerizoninitiallyrefusedtoallowabortionrightsadvocatestosendtextmessagestotheirsupporters.Thelawsuitultimatelyfizzledout,however,whenthewirelesscompanyrelented,andallowedthetextstobesent.Thosemessages,likethosesentviaEZTexting,weretransmittedinshortcode,and,mostimportantly,wereonlysenttoindividualswhorequestedtoreceivethem.EZTextingmayhavebeencontractuallyobligatedtosubmititsclientsforpre5approval,asT5Mobilealleges.Butanyinternalpolicythatunilaterallymakesdecisionsforconsumers,basedonrealorperceivedlegalrisk,certainlyseemsripeforfederalreview.©2010AOLInc.AllrightsReserved.PrivacyPolicy|TermsofUse|Trademarks|AOLA�ZHELP|AdvertiseWithUs


