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ElizabethCook'sartistimpressionofWikiLeaksfounderJulianAssange'sappearanceatWestminsterMagistratesCourtinLondon,wherehewasdeniedbailafterappearingonanextraditionwarrant.Source:APWIKILEAKSdeservesprotection,notthreatsandattacks.IN1958ayoungRupertMurdoch,thenownerandeditorofAdelaide'sTheNews,wrote:"Intheracebetweensecrecyandtruth,itseemsinevitablethattruthwillalwayswin."HisobservationperhapsreflectedhisfatherKeithMurdoch'sexposethatAustraliantroopswerebeingneedlesslysacrificedbyincompetentBritishcommandersontheshoresofGallipoli.TheBritishtriedtoshuthimupbutKeithMurdochwouldnotbesilencedandhiseffortsledtotheterminationofthedisastrousGallipolicampaign.Nearlyacenturylater,WikiLeaksisalsofearlesslypublishingfactsthatneedtobemadepublic.IgrewupinaQueenslandcountrytownwherepeoplespoketheirmindsbluntly.Theydistrustedbiggovernmentassomethingthatcouldbecorruptedifnotwatchedcarefully.ThedarkdaysofcorruptionintheQueenslandgovernmentbeforetheFitzgeraldinquiryaretestimonytowhathappenswhenthepoliticiansgagthemediafromreportingthetruth.Thesethingshavestayedwithme.WikiLeakswascreatedaroundthesecorevalues.Theidea,conceivedinAustralia,wastouseinternettechnologiesinnewwaystoreportthetruth.WikiLeakscoinedanewtypeofjournalism:scientificjournalism.Weworkwithothermediaoutletstobringpeoplethenews,butalsotoproveitistrue.Scientificjournalismallowsyoutoreadanewsstory,thentoclickonlinetoseetheoriginaldocumentitisbasedon.Thatwayyoucanjudgeforyourself:Isthestorytrue?Didthejournalistreportitaccurately?



DemocraticsocietiesneedastrongmediaandWikiLeaksispartofthatmedia.Themediahelpskeepgovernmenthonest.WikiLeakshasrevealedsomehardtruthsabouttheIraqandAfghanwars,andbrokenstoriesaboutcorporatecorruption.PeoplehavesaidIamanti�war:fortherecord,Iamnot.Sometimesnationsneedtogotowar,andtherearejustwars.Butthereisnothingmorewrongthanagovernmentlyingtoitspeopleaboutthosewars,thenaskingthesesamecitizenstoputtheirlivesandtheirtaxesonthelineforthoselies.Ifawarisjustified,thentellthetruthandthepeoplewilldecidewhethertosupportit.IfyouhavereadanyoftheAfghanorIraqwarlogs,anyoftheUSembassycablesoranyofthestoriesaboutthethingsWikiLeakshasreported,considerhowimportantitisforallmediatobeabletoreportthesethingsfreely.WikiLeaksisnottheonlypublisheroftheUSembassycables.Othermediaoutlets,includingBritain'sTheGuardian,TheNewYorkTimes,ElPaisinSpainandDerSpiegelinGermanyhavepublishedthesameredactedcables.YetitisWikiLeaks,astheco�ordinatoroftheseothergroups,thathascoppedthemostviciousattacksandaccusationsfromtheUSgovernmentanditsacolytes.Ihavebeenaccusedoftreason,eventhoughIamanAustralian,notaUS,citizen.TherehavebeendozensofseriouscallsintheUSformetobe"takenout"byUSspecialforces.SarahPalinsaysIshouldbe"hunteddownlikeOsamabinLaden",aRepublicanbillsitsbeforetheUSSenateseekingtohavemedeclareda"transnationalthreat"anddisposedofaccordingly.AnadvisertotheCanadianPrimeMinister'sofficehascalledonnationaltelevisionformetobeassassinated.AnAmericanbloggerhascalledformy20�year�oldson,hereinAustralia,tobekidnappedandharmedfornootherreasonthantogetatme.AndAustraliansshouldobservewithnopridethedisgracefulpanderingtothesesentimentsbyJuliaGillardandhergovernment.ThepowersoftheAustraliangovernmentappeartobefullyatthedisposaloftheUSastowhethertocancelmyAustralianpassport,ortospyonorharassWikiLeakssupporters.TheAustralianAttorney�GeneralisdoingeverythinghecantohelpaUSinvestigationclearlydirectedatframingAustraliancitizensandshippingthemtotheUS.PrimeMinisterGillardandUSSecretaryofStateHillaryClintonhavenothadawordofcriticismfortheothermediaorganisations.ThatisbecauseTheGuardian,TheNewYorkTimesandDerSpiegelareoldandlarge,whileWikiLeaksisasyetyoungandsmall.Wearetheunderdogs.TheGillardgovernmentistryingtoshootthemessengerbecauseitdoesn'twantthetruthrevealed,includinginformationaboutitsowndiplomaticandpoliticaldealings.HastherebeenanyresponsefromtheAustraliangovernmenttothenumerouspublicthreatsofviolenceagainstmeandotherWikiLeakspersonnel?OnemighthavethoughtanAustralianprimeministerwouldbedefendinghercitizensagainstsuchthings,buttherehaveonlybeenwhollyunsubstantiatedclaimsofillegality.ThePrimeMinisterandespeciallytheAttorney�Generalaremeanttocarryouttheirdutieswithdignityandabovethefray.Restassured,thesetwomeantosavetheirownskins.Theywillnot.EverytimeWikiLeakspublishesthetruthaboutabusescommittedbyUSagencies,AustralianpoliticianschantaprovablyfalsechoruswiththeStateDepartment:"You'llrisklives!Nationalsecurity!You'llendangertroops!"ThentheysaythereisnothingofimportanceinwhatWikiLeakspublishes.Itcan'tbeboth.Whichisit?Itisneither.WikiLeakshasafour�yearpublishinghistory.Duringthattimewehavechangedwholegovernments,butnotasingleperson,asfarasanyoneisaware,hasbeenharmed.ButtheUS,withAustraliangovernmentconnivance,haskilledthousandsinthepastfewmonthsalone.USSecretaryofDefenceRobertGatesadmittedinalettertotheUScongressthatnosensitiveintelligencesourcesormethodshadbeencompromisedbytheAfghanwarlogsdisclosure.ThePentagonstatedtherewasnoevidencetheWikiLeaksreportshadledtoanyonebeingharmedinAfghanistan.NATOinKabultoldCNNitcouldn'tfindasinglepersonwhoneededprotecting.TheAustralianDepartmentofDefencesaidthesame.NoAustraliantroopsorsourceshavebeenhurtbyanythingwehavepublished.Butourpublicationshavebeenfarfromunimportant.TheUSdiplomaticcablesrevealsomestartlingfacts:



►TheUSaskeditsdiplomatstostealpersonalhumanmaterialandinformationfromUNofficialsandhumanrightsgroups,includingDNA,fingerprints,irisscans,creditcardnumbers,internetpasswordsandIDphotos,inviolationofinternationaltreaties.PresumablyAustralianUNdiplomatsmaybetargeted,too.►KingAbdullahofSaudiArabiaaskedtheUStoattackIran.►OfficialsinJordanandBahrainwantIran'snuclearprogramstoppedbyanymeansavailable.►Britain'sIraqinquirywasfixedtoprotect"USinterests".►SwedenisacovertmemberofNATOandUSintelligencesharingiskeptfromparliament.►TheUSisplayinghardballtogetothercountriestotakefreeddetaineesfromGuantanamoBay.BarackObamaagreedtomeettheSlovenianPresidentonlyifSloveniatookaprisoner.OurPacificneighbourKiribatiwasofferedmillionsofdollarstoacceptdetainees.InitslandmarkrulinginthePentagonPaperscase,theUSSupremeCourtsaid"onlyafreeandunrestrainedpresscaneffectivelyexposedeceptioningovernment".TheswirlingstormaroundWikiLeakstodayreinforcestheneedtodefendtherightofallmediatorevealthetruth.JulianAssangeistheeditor�in�chiefofWikiLeaks.Copyright2010NewsLimited.AlltimesAEDT(GMT+11).


