
The9WeirdestThingsAbouttheWikiLeaksStoryByJulianneEscobedoShepherd,AlterNetPostedonDecember6,2010,PrintedonDecember7,2010http://www.alternet.org/story/149100/ThereleaseoftheUSembassycableshasthusfarbeenoneofthemost...interestingmomentsinrecentUS(andWorld)history,impactingglobalpoliticsinawaythatisunprecedented.NestledamidtheoutrageanddebatearesometrulyweirdaspectsthatmakethebrouhahaseemlikealostinstallmentintheJasonBournechronicles(orCatchMeIfYouCan).Moreimportantthanthedramaandgossip,WikiLeaksisatentpostintheinformationage,amilestonepotentiallyheraldinganeweraofinternettransparency.AsworldgovernmentsbalkattheexposureoftheirsecretsmmandscrambletosuppresstheinformationmmAssangeandhiscrewareexpressingtheirrighttofreespeechandfacilitatingthepublic'sfundamentalrighttoknowexactlywhattheirleadersareupto,particularlywhenitentailswars,torture,andsecretmilitaryaction.Herearethe8craziestfacetsoftheinternationaluproarsurroundingWikiLeaksandJulianAssange.1.HackersontheOffensiveAgroupofhackershavepledgedtowagewaragainstcompaniesthathave"censored"WikiLeaks.YesterdaymorningOperationPaybacktargetedPayPalinaDDoSattack(thecompanynolongerletspeopledonatetoWikiLeaksthroughitsservice).LaterinthedaytheylaunchedasuccessfulattackonPostFinance,thebankthatfrozetheassetsoftheJulianAssangeDefenseFund.Asoflastnight,thePostFinancesitewasstilldown.2.JulianAssangeHasNotBrokenAnyLaws...YetOurGovernmentandOthersTreatHimLikeHeHasACanadianadvisorcalledforAssange'sassassination,JoeLiebermanpressuredAmazontohypocriticallyteardownthecables,andofficialsandmediarepeataccusationsthatheisaterroristdespitethefactthattheWikileaks'actionshaveresultedinnophysicalharmtoanyonemmunlike,say,certaingovernments.Butamidallthis,itisimportanttonotethatneitherJulianAssangenorWikiLeakshavebrokenanylaws,whetherAmericanorAustralian,inreleasingtheleakeddocuments.Andyetsomelawmakersaresohysterical,suchasGOPSenateMinorityLeaderMitchO'Connell,theyaresuggestingtheUSinventnewlaws,solelyforthepurposeofbringingAssangetotrial.Meanwhile,thegovernmentcontinuestointimidatecompanieswhohostthecables,withnoactuallegalgroundwhatsoever.AsGlennGreenwaldpointsout:Peopleoftenhaveahardtimebelievingthattheterms"authoritarian"and"tyranny"applytotheirowngovernment,butthat'sbecausethosewhomeeklystayinlineandremainunthreateningarenevertargetedbysuchforces.Thefaceofauthoritarianismandtyrannyrevealsitselfwithhowit



respondstothosewhomeaningfullydissentfromandeffectivelychallengeitsauthority:dotheyactwithinthelaworsolelythroughtheuseofunconstrainedforce?TheSwissgovernmenthasalsofrozenhislegaldefensefund,soevenifsomeonedoesinventawaytonabhimlegally,hisrighttoafairtrialiscompromised.3.JulianAssangePreps“PoisonPill”inCaseHe’sKilledorArrestedAsestablished,WikileaksleaderAssangeisnotwronginassumingatsomepointhemaybearrested(Interpol’sonthehunt)orkilled(worldleaderswanthishead).OrthatWikiLeakswillbeshutdown.Andso,likeanyonewhoknowshe'sawalkingtarget,hehasputoutalittlebitofinsuranceonhimselfandWikiLeaks.Todayheannouncedthat,shouldanyoneattempttoharm(orincarcerate)ahaironhishead,he’llpullthetriggerona“poisonpill”thatwouldallegedlyexposeevenmoreexplosiveinformation,includingsomedocumentsaboutBP,BankofAmericaandGuantanamoBay.AccordingtotheDailyMail,anencryptedfilesentouttovariousfellowhackerscontainstheinformation,andcanbedisseminatedallacrosstheinternetifhedecidestogivethemthekeymmanuncrackablepasswordconsistingof256digits.MarkStephens,Assange’slawyerinBritain,hassaidtheinformationistantamounttoa“thermonucleardevice,”consistingof“doomsdayfiles.”Anotherlawyer,JenniferRobinson,claimsshe’sbeenreceivingintimidatinglettersfromWashington.MsRobinsonreferencesaletterfromastatedepartmentlegaladviseraddressedtobothherselfandMrAssangemappearingtosuggestthatWikileaksanditslawyerswereoneandthesame.Shesaid:'Byelidingclientandlawyer,thatwasaveryinappropriateattempttoimplicateme.Thatisreallyinappropriatetocomefromthestatedepartmentofallplaces;theyunderstandverywelltherulesonattorneymclientprotocol.'Meanwhile,thelawyershaveclaimedthey’rebeingwatchedbystrangemenindarkcarsparkedoutsidetheirhomes.Readingnewspapers.Probablyabouttheirclient.4.ButYouCan’tReallyArrestJulianAssangeAgreatnovelistoncewrote,“Sometimesamanretreatssofarinwardhemistakesisolationfordominion.”Inthiscase,though,Assange’sessentialMIAmness(he’ssupposedlyinEngland)isprettyclosetodominion.Heisactinglikeamanwithoutacountry,andthisishisarmoragainsttheworld.AsAOLnotes,“Theinternationalnatureofhisorganizationmakesquestionsofjurisdictionnearlyimpossibletoanswer.”AndbecauseheisnotaUScitizen,hecan’tbetriedfortreason,atechnicalityapparentlylostonsomeleadersandjournalists.WhiletheUScouldtechnicallyarresthimforspying,thebestbetforthosesearchingforhishideisifSwedencouldextraditehimforchargesrelatedtoallegedrape.Thatis,ifSwedenmanagedtogetittogether...theirfirstattemptatextraditionwasfoiledbybungledpaperworkmmextraditionpapersfiledwithGreatBritaindidnotstatethemaximumsentenceforhischarges,asmallbutimportantrequirementforextradition.Meanwhile,Assange’snativeAustraliahasuppedtheante,



promisinghimconsularhelpifhe’sarrestedbyaforeigngovernment,evenwhilecondemningtheleaksmmmeaninghemightbeableto,simply,returnhomeDownUnder.5.ColumbiaStudentsWarnedAgainstLinkingtoWikileaks...thenColumbiaDecidesLinkingtoWikileaksisOKLastweek,ColumbiaUniversity’sSchoolofInternationalandPoliticalAffairstolditsstudentsnottolinktoorTweetanythinghavingtodowithWikiLeaks,warningtheircuriositycouldendangertheirchancesofeverbeingemployedbythegovernment.Theschool’semploymentofficesentoutanemailtothestudents,manyaspiringdiplomats,sayinganalumnifromtheStateDepartmentgavethemaheadsupaboutseekingWikiinfo,notingthatevenpostingcommentsabouttheleaks"wouldcallintoquestionyourabilitytodealwithconfidentialinformation."Thedirectivescaredalotofgradstudentsforquiteafewdays.Thatis,untilyesterday,whenSIPADeanJohnH.Coatsworthdecidedtoerronthesideoffreespeech,clarifyingtheColumbiaemailthatwasinitiallyseenasascaretactic.Inasubsequentemailtostudents,Coatsworthwrote:“Freedomofinformationandexpressionisacorevalueofourinstitution.Thus,SIPA’spositionisthatstudentshavearighttodiscussanddebateanyinformationinthepublicarenathattheydeemrelevanttotheirstudiesortotheirrolesasglobalcitizens,andtodosowithoutfearofadverseconsequences.”Furthermore,anotherSIPAProfessortoldWired.comthatstudentswouldberemissiftheydidn’tseekouttheWikileakscables.“Ifanyoneisamaster’sstudentininternationalrelationsandtheyhaven’theardofWikiLeaksandgonelookingforthedocumentsthatrelatetotheirareaofstudy,“saidMiddleEastexpertGarySick,“thentheydon’tdeservetobeagraduatestudentininternationalrelations.”TheFirstAmendmentprevails.Also...touche.6.“SexbySurprise?"ThechargesagainstAssangeinSwedenhavenowbeencharacterizedas“sexbysurprise”mmandnooneseemstoknowexactlywhatthatevenmeans.Assange'sLondonattorney,MarkStephens,toldAOLNewstodaythatSwedishprosecutorstoldhimthatAssangeiswantednotforallegationsofrape,aspreviouslyreported,butforsomethingcalled"sexbysurprise,"whichhesaidinvolvesafineof5,000kronororabout$715."Whatever'sexbysurprise'is,it'sonlyaoffenseinSwedenmmnotintheU.K.ortheU.S.orevenIbiza,"Stephenssaid."IfeelasifI'minasurrealSwedishmoviebeingthreatenedbybizarretrolls.TheprosecutorhasnotaskedtoseeJulian,neveraskedtointerviewhim,andhehasn'tbeenchargedwithanything.He'sbeentoldhe'swantedforquestioning,buthedoesn'tknowthenatureoftheallegationsagainsthim."Thechargeshavesomethingtodowithcondoms,andtheirlackofuse,orbreakage,althoughit’slargelyunclearexactlywhat.ThewomenaccusingAssangehavestoodbehindtheiraccounts,buthebelievestheSwedishgovernment'sseeminglywishymwashyactionsarepartofalargerconspiracytonabhimforWikiLeaks.TheNewYorkTimes:



Accordingtoaccountsthewomengavetothepoliceandfriends,theyeachhadconsensualsexualencounterswithMr.Assangethatbecamenonconsensual.OnewomansaidthatMr.Assangehadignoredherappealstostopafteracondombroke.TheotherwomansaidthatsheandMr.Assangehadbegunasexualencounterusingacondom,butthatMr.Assangedidnotcomplywithherappealstostopwhenitwasnolongerinuse.Mr.Assangehasdeniedanywrongdoingandhasquestionedtheveracityofthoseaccounts.Yesterday,newwarrantswereissuedforAssangeandheispresentlymakingarrangementstomeetwithScotlandYard.Thepremiseforthewarrantshasnotbeenrevealed.7.FutureCablesReferenceUFOs!SomaybethisismoreliketheXÍFiles.InarareinterviewwiththeGuardianlastweek,inwhichAssangeansweredreadermsubmittedquestions,heconfirmedthatnotmyetmpublisheddocumentsreferenceunidentifiedflyingobjects.Andlestyouthinkheisjumpinganysortofshark,itshouldbeknownthathisinformationwasvettedwithjournalisticrigor,justlikeeveryotherpieceofinfohe’spublished.Thefullquestionandanswer:MrAssange,HavethereeverbeendocumentsforwardedtoyouwhichdealwiththetopicofUFOsorextraterrestrials?Assange:ManyweirdosemailusaboutUFOsorhowtheydiscoveredthattheyweretheantimchristwhilsttalkingwiththeirexmwifeatagardenpartyoverapotmplant.However,asyettheyhavenotsatisfiedtwoofourpublishingrules.1)thatthedocumentsnotbeselfmauthored;2)thattheybeoriginal.However,itisworthnotingthatinyetmtombempublishedpartsofthecablegatearchivethereareindeedreferencestoUFOs.Ofcourse,it’snotexactlyproofoftheexistenceofaliens(orevenalienmlikebacteriahereonearth),butitisafascinatingbitthatnotonlyintrigues,butillustratesthebreadthofinformationAssangeissittingon.8.FedsGoNutstoPreventSoldiersfromSeeingWikleaksSoldiersinIraqattemptingtoreadtheleakedcablesmmorevenreadarticlesaboutthemmmgetaredirectnoticeontheirgovernmentnetworksayingthey’reonthevergeofbreakingthelaw.Theredirecthasaffectedvirtuallyeverymajornewswebsite,clearly,sincenotonehasrefrainedfromcoveringWikileaks(despitetheirmasscondemnationofthestuff).ButasGawkerpointsout,“ManyofthosesoldiersreceivingthewarningshavesecurityclearancesthatwouldhavegrantedthemaccesstotheStateDepartmentcablesbeforetheywereleaked.”Onepresumesthesamegoesforsomeofthegovernmentemployees,whowereissuedasimilarwarningaboutreadingthedocuments.



9.IranAccusesUSofLeakingWikileaksAnironicconspiracytheorywhenoneconsiderstheoutrageCablegatehassparkedamongeveryonefromHillaryClintontoMikeHuckabee,althoughourSecretaryofStateexercisedquiteabitmorerestraintthanthegunmhappyHuckabee.ButconsideringwhattheleaksrevealedmmthatcountriesallacrosstheMiddleEasthaveurgedtheUStostrikeagainstIranmmit’sanunderstandableconclusion.TheleakspromptedanIsraelipapertoexpresstriumphantjoyinfeelingsolidarityforitsextremestanceonIranmmanopmedwastitledTheWorldThinksLikeUs–andAhmadinejadstatedhisviewonthematterexplicitly,assertingtheAmericangovernmentmadethecables”organizedtobereleasedonaregularbasisandtheyarepursuingpoliticalgoals.”Meanwhile,cablesthatstatedIraniandissidentshadsomeinvolvementwiththeIsraeliMossadwouldnotonlystrengthencurrentpowersbutunderminethedissidentmovementitselfmmendangeringthelivesofIranianscriticalofAhmadinejad’spolicies.TheDailyBeast:“Newandharmful”washowFreilichdescribedtheWikilLeaksrevelationthatMossad,theIsraeliintelligenceagency,consultedwithWashingtonaboutworkingwithIran'sstudentsandethnicminoritiestotoppleMahmoudAhmadinejad'sregimeinIran.JulianneEscobedoShepherdisanassociateeditoratAlterNetandaBrooklynÍbasedfreelancewriterandeditor.FormerlytheexecutiveeditorofTheFADER,herworkhasappearedinVIBE,SPIN,NewYorkTimesandvariousothermagazinesandwebsites.©2010IndependentMediaInstitute.Allrightsreserved.Viewthisstoryonlineat:http://www.alternet.org/story/149100/


