




















ApPROPRIATIONS

OB 1 by Fannin (Last Action -Act No. 10 - With Vetoes)
OB 881 by Fannin

The General Appropriation Bill (GAB) totals $28.4 billion, of which $7.4 billion is State
General Fund (Direct), and $14.8 billion is Federal Funds. Included in the GAB are more
than $1 billion in Federal stimulus funding appropriated by Congress when it passed the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. House Bill No. 881 recommended
additional funding (primarily for higher education and health care) for FY 09-10 totaling
$174 million State General Fund and $112 million in Federal Funds, in addition to
appropriating supplemental funding for critical state activities for FY 08-09.

The following is a summary of major funding items in various areas of the state budget.

GENERAL GOVERNMENT

Federal funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
to the Division of Administration's Community Development
Block Grant Program as receipt of US Dept. of Education State
Fiscal Stabilization Fund for allocation to Higher Education, the
Department of Education, and Elected Officials $

Additional funding to cover an anticipated budget deficit in FY 09-10
in the Louisiana Stadium and Exposition District $

Additional federal funding in the Office of Homeland Security and
Emergency Preparedness for the Interoperable Emergency
Communications Grant Program $

Additional funding in the Division of Administration for the Enterprise
Resource Planning Project. The state is in the 3rd year of an
eight-year $100 million project to replace the hardware and
software that supports the state's system related to finances,
purchasing, contracts, budget development, and asset
management $

Additional federal funding to the Division of Administration through the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 for the
Community Development Block Grant Small Cities Program.
Award grants will be made to smaller units of local government
that engage in community development activities $

Additional funding from the Community Water Enrichment Fund to the
Division of Administration's Community Development Block
Grant Program to be used to rehabilitate, improve, and construct
projects for community water systems to provide drinking water
to Louisiana's small rural communities $

Additional funding to the Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement
through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.
The Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Grant Program will provide

355 million

21 million

18.3 million

18 million

7.5 million

7.1 million
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Appropriations

DB 863 by Fannin - Judicial Expense Act (Last Action - Sent to the Governor)

Appropriates funds for Fiscal Year 2009-2010 for the ordinary operating expenses of the
judicial branch of government with total funding of $150,159,149 from the following
sources: $132,362,434 out of the State General Fund (Direct); $8,670,000 through
interagency transfers from the Department ofSocial Services; and, $9,126,715 from statutory
dedications out of the Judges' Supplemental Compensation Fund, Trial Court Case
Management Fund, and the Patients' Compensation Fund.

Funding for the ordinary operating expenses of the judicial branch ofgovernment is provided
as follows, subject to the reduction of $3,697,977 of State General Fund (Direct) pursuant
to a plan adopted by the Judicial Budgetary Control Board or as approved by the La. Supreme
Court.

(1) Louisiana Supreme Court
(2) Courts of Appeal
(3) District Courts
(4) Criminal Court, Parish of Orleans
(5) Juvenile and Family Courts
(6) Other Courts (Required by Statute)
(7) Other Courts (Not Required by Statute)

TOTAL

$ 68,959,391
41,591,762
32,432,104

5,371,703
2,227,779
2,658,375

616,012
$153,857,126

DB 881 by Fannin - Supplemental Appropriations (Last Action - Conference Committee
Reports Adopted)

Provides for supplemental appropriations, and adjustments to appropriations for Fiscal Year
2008-2009 as follows: State General Fund (Direct) decreases by $353,546,141; Interagency
Transfers increase by $15,573,177; Fees and Self-Generated Revenues increase by
$4,290,413; Statutory Dedications decrease by $65,128,170; Federal Funds increase by
$398,887,603.

Additionally provides for appropriations in Fiscal Year 2009-2010, including expenditure
of $86 million from the Budget Stabilization Fund (aka "Rainy Day Fund") for higher
education and an amount equal to the roughly $75 million transferred to the state general
fund from the Insure Louisiana Incentive Program Fund. Increases to appropriations for
Fiscal Year 2009-2010 are as follows: State General Fund (Direct) increases by
$174,438,330; Interagency Transfers increase by $250,000; Fees and Self-Generated
Revenues increase by $91,600; Statutory Dedications increase by $70,135,982; Federal
Funds increase by $111,873,903.
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Civil Law and Procedure

Would have prohibited the transfer of a suit brought in the domicile of the plaintiff and in
a court of competent jurisdiction and proper venue.

Would have provided that allegations, evidence, and findings regarding venue would not
result in any presumptions at trial, be conclusive as to liability, be admissible at trial unless
admissible under Code of Evidence, or result in any special instructions to the jury.

UB 345 by Abramson (Last Action - Senate Committee)

Would have required the plaintiff or person whose exposure is alleged to be the cause of the
claim to provide to all parties a statement of any existing or potential claims involving
asbestos or silica against any trust created in accordance with Title 11 of the U.S. Code or
any fund established for the benefit of asbestos or silica claimants within 30 days of
commencing an action or at least 180 days before a trial.

Would have required the plaintiff to attest, and his attorney to sign, that a good faith
investigation of all potential claims has been conducted.

Would have required, as to any claim, the final, executed proof of the claim and all
supporting materials and all documents submitted to a trust or fund, including work histories,
depositions, and all medical documentation.

VENUE, ACTIONS AGAINST STATE

UB 566 by Ellington (Last Action -Act No. 13)

Requires all suits filed against the state, any state agency, or against an officer or employee
thereof for conduct arising out of the discharge of his official duties or within the course and
scope of his employment, to be instituted before the district court of the judicial district in
which the state capitol is located or in the district court having jurisdiction in the parish in
which the cause of action arises.

HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION FROM SEIZURE

UB 261 Connick (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Increases the homestead exemption from seizure from $25,000 to $35,000, and prohibits the
seizure of a homestead, if the judgment upon which seizure is based is a judgment for credit
card charges.
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Civil Law and Procedure

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

DB 340 by Henry (Last Action - Conference Committee)

Constitutional amendment that would have prohibited government infringement of the right
of every person to freely exercise his religion without the showing of a compelling
governmental interest.

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM INTEGRITY

DB 620 by Cortez (Last Action - Enrolled)

Relative to the Medical Assistance Program Integrity Law, prohibits persons from knowingly
engaging in misrepresentation or making or using a false record or statement to obtain
payment for a false claim from the medical assistance program's funds.

Authorizes a qui tam plaintiff to recover a civil monetary penalty, even if the secretary or
attorney general intervenes or the court determines that the allegations are based on
information from sources other than the qui tam plaintiff, and provides that a qui tam action
shall not be instituted later than six years after the violation was committed or more than
three years after the facts are known or should have been known, but never more than 10
years after the commission of the violation.

Provides, in part, that if certain actions are taken against an employee for acts committed in
furtherance with a qui tam action, the employee shall be entitled to relief, including
reinstatement, two times back pay, interest on back pay, and special damages.

SUCCESSIONS

SB 184 by Murray (Last Action - Act No. 81)

Defines a "small succession" as a succession of a person who dies leaving property in
Louisiana in which the deceased's interest has a gross value of $75,000 or less.

Defines "small succession immovable property" as (1) immovable property, comprised of
a single lot or contiguous lots, on which is situated a single building that, together with any
ancillary buildings, contains not more than four dwelling units, each of which has its primary
use as a residence, and in a portion of which either the deceased or the surviving spouse
resided or a portion of which was the last place of residence of either the deceased or the
surviving spouse if neither the deceased nor the surviving spouse was residing in that
residence on the date of death because of illness, incapacity, natural disaster or destruction;
or (2) any cemetery spaces.
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COMMERCE

BUILDING CODE

DB 351 by Richardson (Last Action - Enrolled)

Provides that the provisional certificates of registration for building code enforcement
officers are valid for the time period stipulated by regulation of the La. State Uniform
Construction Code Council (LSUCCC) for each registration classification from the date of
issuance.

Authorizes certificates ofregistration to be issued, without certification by a recognized code
organization or testing agency, to building code enforcement officers who have been
employed in building code enforcement for at least 10 years on Jan. 1, 2007, only for the
position and locality held at the time of registration. All building code enforcement officers
who are registered under this provision are required to comply with all continuing education
requirements established by the LSUCCC.

Effective August 15, 2009

DB 441 by Ponti (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Requires a modular home with a value of less than $37,500 to be installed pursuant to the
La. State Uniform Construction Code (LSUCC) by a contractor licensed by the La.
Manufactured Housing Commission. The contractor licensed by the La. Manufactured
Housing Commission may obtain local permits for the installation of the modular home.

Requires a modular home with a value equal to or greater than $37,500 to be installed
pursuant to the LSUCC by a residential building contractor licensed by the State Licensing
Board for Contractors.

Provides that the value of the installation shall not include the cost of the component parts
of the modular home in the condition each part leaves the factory. The seller is required to
maintain an itemized list of all other related costs. The installer, if not the seller, is also
required to maintain an itemized list of installation costs.

Effective upon signature of governor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.
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Commerce

COMMERCIAL REGULATION

DB 820 by Mickey Guillory (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Establishes the "Louisiana Omnibus Auto Theft Prevention and Recovery Act" to provide
for improved tracking of dismantled or salvaged vehicles.

Requires any physical inspection ofa vehicle for the purpose ofvehicle identification number
verification to be completed by a full-time Peace Office Standards and Training (P.O.S.T.)
certified law enforcement officer who has been trained and certified by the Dept. of Public
Safety and Corrections (DPS&C), office of state police (OSP) to inspect motor vehicles.

Requires the insurance company or agent to notify Office of Motor Vehicles (OMV) within
30 days of settlement of the property damage claim and the owner retained salvage value
when the owner of the vehicle is allowed to retain the vehicle after salvage when the vehicle
has been declared a total loss.

Provides that, after receiving a vehicle for dismantling, the dismantler shall notify DPS&C
within 10 days upon the form provided by OMV. The dismantler shall surrender the salvage
title to OMV and retain a copy of the salvage title for five years following dismantling. The
vehicle may be sold, assigned, or donated by endorsing the permit to dismantle and
delivering it along with the vehicle to the new owner; however, dealers, salvage pools, and
dismantlers are required to keep a register of such transfers.

Provides that any owner who reconstructs or restores a vehicle without salvage title to
operating condition prior to being issued a reconstructed title or who recovers a stolen motor
vehicle shall make application to OMV for a certificate of title and an inspection of the
vehicle prior to the registration or sale of the vehicle.

Requires an assembler to obtain receipts for all parts used to build an assembled vehicle.

Provides that an assembled vehicle shall not be issued a "reconstructed" branded title. In a
case where a motor vehicle titled as assembled was involved in a crash and was determined
to be a total loss, the title for the motor vehicle shall be branded
"ASSEMBLED-SALVAGE". If the vehicle is subsequently rebuilt, the title for the motor
vehicle shall be branded "ASSEMBLED-RECONSTRUCTED".

Clarifies that the fair market value shall be determined by using the rough trade-in value
shown in the most recent National Automobile Dealers Association (NADA) Guide.

Effective January 1, 2010.
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Commerce

HB 782 by Ellington (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Provides for a prepaid wireless telecommunications 911 service charge of 2% of the amount
of the per retail transaction.

Provides that the prepaid wireless 911 service charges collected by sellers shall be remitted
to the Department of Revenue quarterly by the seller and the return for the quarter shall be
filed on or before the twentieth day of the first month of the next succeeding quarter.

Provides that a seller shall be permitted to deduct and retain the entirety of the 2010 first
quarter's fees and thereafter he can deduct and retain 4% of prepaid wireless 911 service
charges that are collected by the seller from consumers.

Provides that the department shall pay all remitted prepaid wireless 911 service charges to
eligible communications districts. The department may retain up to 2% of remitted service
charges to reimburse its direct costs ofadministering the collection and remittance ofprepaid
wireless 911 service charges.

Effective January 1, 2010.

INTERNET

HB 569 by White (Last Action - Senate Committee)

Imposed a fifteen cent monthly fee on Internet consumer accounts to fund the Internet Crimes
Investigation Fund to be used by the Dept. of Justice in the investigation and prosecution of
crimes involving the Internet.

REAL ESTATE ApPRAISERS

HB 381 by Hoffmann (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Provides that any person or firm contracted by a state, parish, or municipal tax authority to
perform mass appraisal assignments is exempt from the licensing requirements.

Establishes the Louisiana Appraisal Management Company Licensing and Regulation Act.

Requires an appraisal management company to obtain a license to do business in Louisiana.

Exemptions from licensing include a business entity that exclusively employs persons on an
employer/employee basis for the performance ofreal estate appraisal services, that enters into
an agreement with another independent appraiser for the performance ofreal estate appraisals
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Commerce

services that the hiring appraiser is unable to complete, or that enters into an agreement with
an independent contractor appraiser if the appraisal report is cosigned by the hiring appraiser.

Requires a licensed company to certify to the La. Real Estate Appraisers Board, on an annual
basis, that it maintains a detailed record for five years of each real estate appraisal service
request, the fee paid by the lenders to all appraisers, and the names of all appraisers.

Prohibits an appraisal management company from attempting to coerce or influence the
development, reporting, or review of an appraisal by withholding or threatening to withhold
the appraisal fee or other action.

Prohibits an appraisal company from altering, modifying, or otherwise changing a completed
real estate appraisal service report submitted by an appraiser.

Authorizes an appraisal management company doing business in La. at the time of passage
of the Act to continue to perform such services without a license until the earlier of either
such time that rules and regulations have been promulgated by the La. Real Estate Appraisers
Board or Jan. 1,2011.

Effective January 1, 2010.

FIRE PROTECTION

HB 199 by St. Germain (Last Action - Act 89)

Prohibits the retail, sale, or offer of retail, sale, gift, or distribution of novelty lights.

Allows the state fire marshal to inspect the inventory of novelty lighter manufacturers,
wholesale or retail dealers, and transporters to ensure compliance.

Authorizes the state fire marshal to set a fine of up to $250 per violation

Effective January 1, 2010.

HB 372 by Monica (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Requires that on January 1,2011, all existing one- or two-family dwellings that are sold or
leased must have a 10-year, sealed lithium battery smoke detector.

Effective January 1, 2010.
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Commerce

MORTGAGES

HB 810 by Arnold (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Provides for the licensing with fees, licensure requirements, exemptions, and surety bonds
of mortgage loan originators, mortgage lenders, and mortgage brokers.

Requires mortgage loan originators, mortgage lenders, and mortgage brokers to be licensed
and registered through the Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System and Registry
(NMLS&R) and for this purpose the commissioner may establish such application
information requirements and any other information as he deems necessary to participate in
theNMLS&R.

Provides that a residential mortgage lender, broker, and a natural person who is a residential
mortgage loan originator shall comply with the licensing provisions of the La. Secure & Faire
Enforcement) (S.A.F.E.) Residential Mortgage Lending Act.

Provides that any person licensed under La. Consumer Credit Law shall not engage in the
business of originating, lending, or brokering any loan primarily for personal, family, or
household use that is secured by a mortgage, deed of trust, or other equivalent consensual
security interest on a dwelling or on residential immovable property upon which is
constructed or intended to be constructed a dwelling, unless such person has also obtained
a license pursuant to the La. S.A.F.E. Residential Mortgage Lending Act.

Effective July 31,2009.
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EDUCATION

(See the Appropriations section for more highlights relative to elementary,
secondary, and postsecondary education funding and the House and
Governmental Affairs section for more highlights relative to colleges and
universities. )

MINIMUM FOUNDATION PROGRAM (MFP)

SCR 17 by Nevers (Last Action -Adopted)

Provides legislative approval of the formula for FY 2009-2010 to determine the cost of a
minimum foundation program (MFP) of education in all public elementary and secondary
schools a well as to equitably allocate the funds to city, parish, and other local public school
systems (including the state Recovery School District and two university laboratory schools)
as developed by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) and
adopted by the board on March 12,2009. MFP implementation costs for FY 2009-2010 are
$3,275,341,821, an increase of $5,400,951 over appropriations for FY 2008-2009.

Also, the formula:

(1) Retains the base per pupil amount of $3,855 used for FY 2008-2009.

(2) Retains the weights for add-on student units used for FY 2008-2009.

(3) Retains the $100 per pupil amount used for FY 2008-2009 for mandated costs
involving health insurance, retirement, and fuel.

(4) Continues for certain school systems the phase-out of "hold-harmless" funding over 10
years that began in FY 2007-2008.

(5) Suspends the requirement that certain school systems must use for certificated pay
increases and related retirement costs 50% of "new" funds received by the system.

(6) Provides emergency assistance of $1.6 million to the Morehouse Parish School Board
for the loss in local revenue due to the closure of a paper mill and $1 million in
emergency assistance to the Union Parish School Board for loss in local revenue due
to the closure of a poultry plant.
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Education

HB 821 by Carter (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Requires the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE): (1) to require
public school boards to expend funds generated by applying the weighted factors contained
in the MFP formula for at-risk students, career and technical education course units, special
education students other than gifted and talented students, and gifted and talented students
on personnel, professional services, instructional materials, equipment, and supplies that
serve the needs of students who generate such funds; (2) to offer fiscal guidance to public
school boards; (3) to publish certain local revenue and expenditure data on the department's
website; and (4) to submit annually a written report to BESE relative to such fund
expenditures.

LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDSIPOWERS

HB 851 by Carter (Last Action - Failed to Pass/House)

Would have required the favorable vote of at least two-thirds of the membership of a local
school board to elect a superintendent. Would have prohibited the involvement of members
of local school boards in certain administrative matters and would have provided that all
authority given by law to local school boards to hire teachers and other school system
personnel (other than the superintendent) shall be delegated to the local superintendent.

LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS/COMPENSATIONIBENEFITS

HB 808 by Carter (Last Action - House Committee)

Provides relative to compensation and benefits for local school board members. Would have
reduced the maximum per diem compensation that members could receive and would have
removed authority for members to receive an expense allowance rather than per diem
compensation and would have removed authority, with certain exceptions for school boards
to provide group health insurance benefits to its members.

SCHOOL EMPLOYEESIDISCLOSURE

HB 741 by A. Badon (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Requires applicants for public school employment to sign certain statements prior to being
hired. Provides relative to procedures and requirements for the disclosure of information
regarding certain instances of sexual misconduct, abuse, and neglect of minors or students
committed by such applicants and provides penalties for violations relative to such disclosure
requirements.
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Education

CURRICULUM

HB 612 by Fannin (Last Action - Enrolled)
SB 259 by Kostelka (Last Action - Enrolled)

Requires the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) to develop and
adopt course and curriculum requirements for career major programs offered by local school
boards and to issue a career diploma to students who successfully complete an approved
career major program curriculum. Provides that to be eligible to pursue a career major
curriculum, a student must have parental approval and meet certain criteria.

STUDENT&SCHOOLATTENDANCE

HB 731 by Downs (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Relative to habitually absent or tardy students, provides penalties and minimum conditions
ofprobation for certain violations by the parents or legal guardian of such students. Provides
that such conditions may include participation in 40 hours of school or community service
activities, or a combination of 40 hours of such service and attendance in court-approved
parenting classes or family counseling programs, or the suspension of any state-issued
recreational license.

DB 590 by Barrow (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Provides for the enrollment and placement of foster care children in schools. Further
provides for the enrollment and placement of children of military families in schools
pursuant to the Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children
including enrollment eligibility, immunization and school entrance age requirements, the
transfer of educational records/transcripts, course and educational program placement,
special education services, and graduation requirements and procedures.

STUDENTS!ASSESSMENT

HB 179 by Stiaes (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Requires the state superintendent of education, by not later than Dec. 30, 2009, to submit
recommendations to the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) for
expanding the opportunities, in limited circumstances, for students who fail to achieve the
required proficiency levels on the LEAP tests to be promoted to grades five and nine.
Requires BESE to approve and implement such recommendations.
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Education

STUDENTSIINTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETIC ACTIVITIES

HB 531 by Henry (Last Action - Conference Committee)

Provides eligibility for certain students in BESE-approved home study programs to
participate in public school interscholastic athletic activities in accordance with specified
guidelines, procedures, and limitations.

STUDENTSlDuAL ENROLLMENT

HB 308 by LeBas (Last Action - Senate Committee)

Relative to eligibility of high school students to participate in a dual enrollment program at
participating postsecondary education institutions, would have deleted provisions relative to
participation at no cost to the state in such program by an otherwise eligible student who is
enrolled in any La. nonpublic high school or participates in a home study program of
education. Would have provided instead for participation at state expense in the program by
an otherwise eligible student who is a resident of the state and is enrolled in a BESE­
approved La. nonpublic high school or is participating in a BESE-approved home study
program of education.

CHARTER SCHOOLS

HB 519 by Leger (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Removes the limit of 70 on the number of charter schools that may be created in the state.
Also permits a chartering authority to annually charge each charter school it authorizes a fee
(for certain administrative overhead costs) in an amount equal to 2% of the total per pupil
amount received by the charter school. Requires that the chartering authority provide to each
charter school a projected budget detailing anticipated administrative overhead costs and
planned use for fees charged for such costs.

RECOVERY SCHOOL DISTRICT

HB 495 by Dixon (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Exempts a school from being removed from the jurisdiction of the local school board and
transferred to the Recovery School District if the school meets specified criteria including
being labeled as "academically unacceptable" for four consecutive years. Repeals the
exemption effective July 1, 2010.
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Education

POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION/TuITION

HB 872 by Downs (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Authorizes the LSU, Southern, and Univ. of La. boards of supervisors to impose specified
tuition and attendance fee increases (effective for the Fall 2009 semester/academic session
and thereafter) for certain graduate students attending institutions under their management
and supervision. Provides that such increases shall apply to students seeking a masters
degree in business administration, Occupational Therapy, Communications Disorders, or
Health Sciences and those seeking a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree or a Doctor of
Medicine degree (at specified institutions).

POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION/ARTICULATION/CREDIT TRANSFER

SB 285 by Nevers (Last Action - Enrolled)
HB 568 by Hutter (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Provides for a comprehensive system of articulation and transfer of credits between and
among public secondary and postsecondary education institutions. Provides for the creation
of a statewide articulation and transfer council and its membership, powers, and duties.
Provides for a statewide articulation agreement and a common core curriculum and provides
relative to implementation time lines and funding, reporting requirements, and rules.

POSTSECONDARY EDUCATIONIREVIEW COMMISSION

HB 794 by Tucker (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Requires the Bd. of Regents to establish a 9-member Postsecondary Education Review
Commission to review all aspects of postsecondary education in order to ensure that the
enterprise is operating efficiently, effectively, and in a manner that best serves students, their
families, and the state and to make recommendations for changes necessary to ensure such
enterprise operation.
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HEALTH AND WELFARE

MEDICAL CENTER OF LOUISIANA AT NEW ORLEANS (CHARITY HOSPITAL)

HB 830 by Tucker (Last Action - Passed House)

Proposed transferring ownership of the Medical Center of Louisiana at New Orleans
(MCLNO) from LSD to an independent governing board of trustees and operation and
management of the facility to a non-profit corporation governed by a board of directors. The
board of directors would have been composed of university-affiliated members and
unaffiliated independent members with particular expertise in areas ofmedicine, finance, and
health care law. Provided that the non-profit corporation would have the authority to issue
debt and reinvest any profits toward capital improvements or other expenses which further
the mission of MCLNO.

Would have required the board of directors for the non-profit corporation to adopt certain
bylaws and present status reports and a five-year comprehensive strategy report to the board
of trustees. Would have required the board of directors to be subject to open records law and
ethics laws. Would have provided for a survey team to assess the readiness of the board of
trustees to assume ownership and the board of directors to assume operation ofMCLNO and
to report the findings of the team's readiness assessment to the House Committee on Health
and Welfare and the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare for their approval prior to
transfer of ownership.

As an alternative to HB 830, a memorandum of understanding between LSD and Tulane was
proposed to determine the future governance of MCLNO. However, this agreement was not
ratified by both universities and future governance of the facility remains unresolved.

DB 780 by Nowlin (Last Action - Senate Committee)

Would have restricted authority of the LSD Board of Supervisors to acquire immovable
property in relation to the development of a replacement facility for the Medical Center of
Louisiana at New Orleans without the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget's prior
approval of a financing proposal. While HB 780 did not become law, the Division of
Administration issued a statement preventing LSD from purchasing land for MCLNO until
the dispute over governance of the facility is finally resolved.
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House and Governmental Affairs

HCR 6 by Danahay (Last Action -Adopted)

Requests the Dept. of State Civil Service to develop and the State Civil Service Commission
to adopt changes to civil service rules to change displacement procedures in layoff situations;
to revise the classification system; to revise the compensation system for classified
employees; and to tie merit increases of classified managers and supervisors to proper,
substantive, and meaningful performance planning and review. Requests the department to
submit a report of its progress to the House and Senate governmental affairs committees.

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

HCR 1 by Foil (Last Action - Failed to Pass/Senate)

Would have created the Constitutional Convention Study Commission to study the feasibility
and advisability of a constitutional convention and to make recommendations to the
legislature for the calling of the convention if found to be feasible and advisable.

GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION

SB 261 by Donahue (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Establishes the Commission on Streamlining Government to examine each agency's
constitutional and statutory activities, functions, programs, services, powers, duties, and
responsibilities, and to determine which of them can be eliminated, streamlined,
consolidated, privatized, or outsourced in an effort to reduce the size of state government.
Requires the commission to report to the House and Senate governmental affairs committees
beginning in Dec. of 2009. Requires the commission to submit a reorganization plan to the
committees by Jan. 4,2010.

PUBLIC RECORDS

SB 278 by Amedee (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Revises the current public records exemption for the office of the governor to provide that
the public records law shall not apply to records having been used, being in use, possessed,
or retained for use by the governor in the usual course of the duties and business of his office
relating to the deliberative process of the governor, intra-office communications of the
governor and his internal staff, the governor's security and schedule, or communications with
or the security and schedule of the governor's spouse or children. Further provides that
pre-decisional advice and recommendations to the governor concerning budgeting in the
custody of any agency or department headed by an unclassified gubernatorial appointee shall
be privileged for six months from the date the record is prepared.

Highlights
2009 Regular Session Page 49



House and Governmental Affairs

HB 169 by Waddell (Last Action - House Committee)

Would have specified that records of the office of the governor are public records and
allowed a limited exemption for certain records relative to economic development
negotiations until the beginning of the next term of office in 2012.

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

SB 183 by Appel (Last Action - Conference Committee Appointment Pending)

Would have provided that the constitutional requirement of enactment of a law by a
two-thirds vote of the legislature to impose any new fee or increase in a fee does not apply
to tuition and fees at a public institution under the authority of a postsecondary education
management board, provided that any increase in tuition or fees did not exceed 5% in any
calendar year. Would have required any change in tuition or fees to be approved by the
postsecondary education management board and the Board ofRegents prior to the convening
of the regular legislative session in the year in which the change would become effective.
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INSURANCE

HEALTH INSURANCE

HB 175 by Hutter (Last Action - Act No. 87)

Redefines "standard reference compendia" for purposes of specifying which off-label cancer
drugs shall not be excluded from coverage by health insurance policies which cover the
treatment of cancer. Specifically defines such compendia as authoritative compendia
identified by the secretary of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

Effective August 15, 2009.

HB 406 by Pearson (Last Action - Conference Committee)

Prohibits health insurers from requesting or requiring genetic testing or genetic information
under certain circumstances. Also prohibits health insurers from using genetic information
for underwriting purposes under certain circumstances.

Further provides an exception for individually underwritten, guaranteed renewable limited
benefit health insurance policies from the required coverage of autism spectrum disorders
in individuals less than 17 years of age.

Further requires that the Department ofHealth and Hospitals provide coverage and Medicaid
reimbursement to a unique provider of health services for catastrophically ill children to the
same extent that it would provide coverage for services furnished within the boundaries of
the state and to insure that reimbursement to such an institution shall be equal to the
reimbursement rate of an in-state children's hospital for pediatric care. Provides a limit on
reimbursements for providers to less than $500,000 in any state fiscal year. Further provides
that implementation of these provisions shall be subject to the appropriation of funds by the
legislature for such purpose.

Effective August 15, 2009.

SB 282 by Hebert (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Requires each hospital or ambulatory surgical center to provide information relative to
anesthesiologists, pathologists, radiologists, emergency medicine physicians, and
neonatologists who provide services at that facility to health insurance issuers and to timely
notify them of any changes. Thereafter requires health insurance issuers to post such
information on their websites and to provide a link to the Department of Insurance (DOl)
which will then make such link available on its website. Provides for civil fines by DOlor
the Department of Health and Hospitals for health insurance issuers or health care providers
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who intentionally or with gross negligence violate these reporting requirements. However,
provides that any such violation by the Office of Group Benefits be reported to the
commissioner of administration.

Effective August 15,2009.

SB 318 by Quinn (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Increases the maximum amount for which the La. Life and Health Guaranty Association
(LaHIGA) will guarantee a health insurance policy of a member insurance company from
$100,000 to $500,000 in benefits. Also increases the maximum amount for which LaHIGA
will guarantee an annuity of a member insurance company from $100,000 to $250,000 in
present value of annuity benefits, not to exceed $100,000 in net cash surrender and net cash
withdrawals. Further clarifies the types of obligations of an insolvent insurance company
that LaHIGA will honor and makes changes to its board of directors.

Effective August 15, 2009.

PROPERTY INSURANCE

HB 185 by Cortez (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Prohibits insurers from refusing to bind or sell collision/comprehensive coverage on a newly
purchased motor vehicle, at the time of purchase of the automobile from a duly licensed
motor vehicle dealer, to one of the insurer's existing automobile policyholders who is an
otherwise qualified purchaser, when there is possible pending tropical storm or hurricane
exposure.

Effective August 15,2009.

HB 580 by Roy (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Requires notice to be given to a mortgagee ofany change to or cancellation ofa homeowners'
insurance policy.

Effective August 15, 2009.

HB 333 by Kleckley (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Provides the following for all homeowners' insurance policies or other policies insuring one­
or two-family owner occupied premises for fire and allied lines issued or renewed by
authorized insurers on or after Jan. 1, 2010:
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additional personal lines property insurance policies, excluding wind and hail
policies, the total number of such policies in effect for the parish over the
year before.

However, further provides that until August 15, 2010, La. Citizens shall not charge the 10%
surcharge in any noncompetitive market unless competition resumes. Additionally requires
that, until August 15, 2011, regardless of whether a competitive market exists, the 10%
surcharge shall not apply in the parishes of Calcasieu, Cameron, Vermilion, Iberia, St.
Tammany, St. Mary, Orleans, Jefferson, St. Bernard, Plaquemines, Terrebonne, and
LaFourche.

Further authorizes the board ofLa. Citizens to establish rating territories but requires that any
changes to such territories be approved by the House and Senate Insurance Committees,
acting jointly.

Effective August 15, 2009.

SB 218 by Morrell (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Authorizes the La. Citizens Property Insurance Corporation to write business interruption
insurance only with respect to commercial properties on a monoline basis as essential
property insurance.

Effective August 15, 2009.

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE

DB 369 by Ligi (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Updates the kinds or "lines" of insurance for purposes of the La. Insurance Code, as follows:
life; health and accident; vehicle; liability; workers' compensation; burglary and forgery;
fidelity; title; fire and allied lines; steam boiler and sprinkler leakage; crop; marine and
transportation; marine protection and indemnity; miscellaneous; homeowners'; credit life,
health, and accident; credit property and casualty; annuity; surety; and industrial fire. Also
updates subcategories of these lines of insurance.

Effective January 1, 2010.

DB 404 by Kleckley (Last Action - Conference Committee)

Makes numerous technical changes to approximately one-third of the La. Insurance Code,
Title 22 of the La. Revised Statutes of 1950. Such changes include correction of citations,
updates of terms and language, reorganization of provisions, elimination of obsolete or
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ineffective provisions, such as transition provisions and past effective dates, and harmonizing
of inconsistent provisions.

Effective August 15, 2009.

SB 177 by Martiny (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Changes inconsistent provisions of the La. Insurance Code to accurately reflect the
Administrative Procedure Act, requiring administrative hearings for the Department of
Insurance (DOl) to be held by the Division of Administrative Law (DAL). Specifically
provides that a demand for a hearing by an aggrieved party shall be filed with DAL.
However, retains the authority of DOl and its commissioner to hold certain public hearings
on matters such as procedures for hearings on rules and regulations, acquisition of control
or merger of a domestic insurer, conversion of mutual insurers and mutual insurance holding
companies, and ratemaking.

Effective August 15, 2009.
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ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES

DB 108 by Gisclair (Last Action - House Committee)

Would have provided for a practice of barbering or cosmetology special Class "D"
alcohol permit authorizing a licensed barbering or cosmetology establishment to offer at
no cost to the customer specified amounts of beverages of either high or low alcohol
content which may be consumed on the premises.

SB 136 by Jackson (Last Action - Enrolled)

Provides for restaurant "R" alcohol permits by defining a restaurant as a place of business
whose average monthly revenue from food and nonalcoholic beverages exceed 50% of its
total average monthly revenue from the sale of food, nonalcoholic beverages, and
alcoholic beverages. Provides that a trade name of a business shall not disqualify such
business as a restaurant if otherwise meeting the qualifications. Provides that a business
which provides live entertainment, requires cover charges, offers alcoholic or other
beverage at a reduced cost, or engages in similar activity shall not be disqualified from
being a restaurant, if all other qualifications are met.

SHERIFFS ORLEANS PARISH

DB 148 by Stiaes (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Provides that the consolidation of the offices of the civil and criminal sheriffs in Orleans
Parish shall be effective on the date that the sheriff elected in 2010 takes office. Provides
that the employees of the offices of the criminal sheriff for the parish of Orleans and the
civil sheriff for the parish of Orleans shall be transferred to and become employees of the
office of the sheriff for the parish of Orleans, effective May 3, 2010.

TOBACCO SALES

HB 368 by Burrell (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

In order to prevent persons under 18 years of age from purchasing or receiving tobacco
products from self-service displays, the sale or delivery of tobacco products through a
self-service display is prohibited unless the machine is a vending machine that complies
with specified terms. The provisions shall not apply to a tobacconist at a particular outlet
or a retail tobacco business.
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HB 599 by Hill (Last Action - Conference Committee)

Would have provided that temporary permits may be issued to noncertified court
reporters to fill positions that certified court reporters will not accept. Would have further
provided that during the time period of the temporary permit, the noncertified court
reporter shall attend a court reporting school in pursuit of his or her certification as an
official court reporter.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

SB 279 by Walsworth (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Provides that in an event of an emergency, public facilities, including schools,
postsecondary education facilities, and other facilities owned or leased by the state or
local governments which are suitable for use as public evacuation shelters will be made
available at the request of the director of the parish office of homeland security and
emergency preparedness.
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EMPLOYMENT/wAGES

DB 705 by Norton (Last Action - Failed to Pass/House)

Would have created the Equal Pay for Women Act. Would have prohibited employers from
paying female employees less than male employees for performing the same job with the
same level of education, experience and training. Also would have provided employers
ninety days to correct a pay discrepancy without penalties.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION

DB 841 by Honey (Last Action - Senate Committee)

Would have expanded the scope of independent medical examinations (IMEs) by clarifying
that an IME is appropriate to address the employee's capacity to work or the appropriateness
of the recommended medical treatment. With this clarification, the parties hope to reduce
litigation over the appointment of state IME's, and allow a greater opportunity for the
resolution of medical disputes.

Would have required that any person, insurer or self-insurance fund report to the Office of
workers compensation administration (OWC) fraud unit, within 60 days, any information
they obtain indicating that an individual may be making a false or misleading statement in
an effort to obtain lower premiums. The fraud unit would then investigate the claim and
determine whether further action is warranted.

Would have allowed insurers, self-insurance funds and self-insured employers to transmit
payment of indemnity benefits via electronic funds transfer or through the issuance of a debit
card.

Would have extended the sunset provision for the Second Injury Fund for an additional two
years. Two years ago, the deductibles for Second Injury Fund claims were raised to 130
weeks of indemnity payments and $25,000 in medical payments. The amendment to R.S.
23: 1378 would have extended the sunset on the deductibles for an additional two years while
the Workers Compensation Advisory Council evaluates the processes and effectiveness of
the Second Injury Fund to ensure that it is meeting its stated purpose and remains financially
secure moving forward.
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UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION

HB 841 by Honey (Last Action - Senate Committee)

Would have extended unemployment benefits in order for Louisiana to receive funding under
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. Would have created an alternate base period
- the last 4 completed calendar quarters of wages - for claimants who are ineligible using
our existing base period. Would have expanded benefits to unemployed workers seeking
only part-time work and allowed for payment of 26 weeks of additional benefits to
unemployment insurance exhaustees if participating in a state-approved or Workforce
Investment Act funded training program.
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SB 224 by Sen. Gautreaux, N. and Rep. Foil (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Authorizes a parish or municipality to create a special district to be known as a sustainable
energy financing district to encourage, accommodate, and provide a means for financing
capital improvements for energy efficiency improvements, such as retrofitting and the
installation of renewable energy improvements. Provides that the governing authority of the
parish or municipality shall be the governing authority for any such district.

FIRE AND POLICE

HB 313 by Montoucet (Last Action - House Committee)

Would have repealed the provision of the Constitution of Louisiana (Article X, Section 20)
which prohibits the legislature from amending provisions which prohibit employees of the
classified fire and police civil service in municipalities with a population exceeding 13,000
and operating a regularly paid fire and municipal police department and in all parishes and
fire protection districts with a regularly paid fire department from participating in certain
political activities.

HB 318 by Montoucet (Last Action - House Committee)

Would have amended statutory provisions to authorize employees of the classified fire and
police civil service in municipalities with a population of not less than 7,000 and not more
than 250,000 and in all parishes and fire protection districts to participate in certain political
activities, including being a candidate for nomination or election to public office and
supporting or opposing political parties, political candidates, and petitions to governmental
entities. Would have prohibited, unless otherwise authorized by state or local law or charter,
any employee of the classified service from being a member of the municipal or parish
governing authority or mayor or parish president in the municipality or parish that employs
him or her.

HB 367 by Dove et al. (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Provides that the position of police chief in the city of Houma is in the unclassified service
and the right of selection, appointment, supervision, and discharge for such position is vested
in the president of Terrebonne Parish. Further provides that the appointment of the police
chief shall be subject to approval of the parish governing authority. Requires the police chief
to have at least five years of full time law enforcement experience, to have successfully
completed a certified training program approved by the Council on Standards and Training,
and to meet all qualifications and requirements as provided in the parish compensation plan
in effect at the time of his appointment. Provides further relative to resignation from and
return to the classified service.
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provided by the local policy in effect in the municipality, parish, or fire protection
district on the effective date of the ordinance or resolution adopted by the governing
authority, whichever is greater.

(3) Entitle any person who is employed by a fire department or police department primarily
to perform clerical duties to a minimum of two weeks of full pay during sickness or
incapacity not brought about by his own negligence or culpable indiscretion or for such
period of time as provided by the local policy in effect in the municipality, parish, or
fire protection district on the effective date of the ordinance or resolution adopted by
the governing authority, whichever is greater.

911 WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES

HB 505 by Harrison et al. (Last Action - House Committee)
HB 585 by Gisclair and Richard (Last Action - House Committee)
HB 674 by Smith, G. (Last Action - House Committee)

Would have authorized the governing authorities ofcommunications districts in Assumption,
Lafourche, St. Charles, St. Mary, and Terrebonne parishes to levy a service charge on prepaid
wireless emergency telecommunications services. Would have provided that the service
charge be collected by the service supplier.

HYDROELECTRICITY

HB 785 by Jones, S. (Last Action - Enrolled)

Creates the St. Mary Hydroelectric Authority as a political subdivision of the state, to be
comprised of all of the territory in St. Mary Parish lying within the watershed of the Wax
Lake Outlet and the Atchafalaya River and their tributaries. Provides that the district is
domiciled in St. Mary Parish and governed by a board of 11 commissioners. Authorizes the
district to provide for the use and regulation of such waters, to provide for equitable
distribution of the waters for potential uses, to provide for use of the waters for commercial
and industrial enterprises, and to provide for the development, production, and distribution
of hydroelectric power.

TAXING DISTRICTS

HB 877 by Jackson, M. et al. (Last Action - Failed to Pass/Senate)

Would have created the BluebonnetlPerkins Convention Hotel Taxing District in the city of
Baton Rouge as a special taxing district and political subdivision of the state to provide for
cooperative economic development among the city-parish, the owner ofa hotel in the district,
the district, and the state in order to provide for the development of and improvement to the
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area within the district located in the city-parish, specifically to include a hotel with
conference/meeting and related facilities.

SB 333 by Broome et al. (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Creates the Bluebonnet Convention Hotel Taxing District in the city of Baton Rouge as a
special taxing district and political subdivision of the state to provide for cooperative
economic development among the city-parish, the owner of a hotel in the district, the district
and the state in order to provide for the redevelopment ofblighted property into a conference­
style hotel and related facilities.

HOUSING AUTHORITIES

DB 168 by Guillory M. (Last Action -Act No. 128)

Clarifies that local housing authorities are not state agencies for any purpose, including the
accrual of annual leave by state employees.

SB 262 by Martiny (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Under prior law, both landlords and tenants are eligible to be commissioners of a local
housing authority. SB 262 removes landlord commissioners from local housing authorities
and retains tenant commissioners.

COMMISSIONS AND MUSEUMS

DB 59 by Richardson et al. (Last Action - Act No. 84)

Modifies the composition of the board of commissioners of the Louisiana Naval War
Memorial Commission to reduce the overall number of commissioners from 17 to 15 and to
remove residency requirements for commissioners. Also removes the prohibition against
state funds being used for the upkeep and operation of the commission and allows the
secretary of veterans affairs, who is a statutorily appointed member of the commission, to
appoint a designee to serve in his place.

DB 188 by Edwards et al. (Last Action -Act No. 54)

Creates the West Florida Republic Commission for the purpose of commemorating the
bicentennial of the West Florida Revolt and the creation of the West Florida Republic and
educating the public about the history and identity of the Florida Parishes. The commission
is comprised of appointed members from each of the West Florida Parishes, and its authority
terminates on Sept. 23, 2011.
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SB 281 by Appel (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Establishes the Schepis Museum in Caldwell Parish within the Department of State.
Establishes a governing board for the museum and authorizes the secretary of state to enact
rules and regulations regarding operation of the museum and to contract with experts for
carrying out the museum's purposes. The establishment of the museum in the Department
of State shall become effective upon an appropriation of funds for the museum by the
legislature. Should no such appropriation be made within four years of July 1, 2009, the Act
establishing the museum in the Department of State shall be null and void.
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COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENTS (COLA's) / MINIMUM BENEFITS

HB 96 by Pearson (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Relative to the four state retirement systems and the nine statewide retirement systems,
allows a retiring member to elect to receive a guaranteed 2.5% cost-of-living adjustment
(COLA) subject to an actuarial reduction in his regular monthly retirement benefit.

HB 586 by Doerge (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Grants certain retirees and beneficiaries of LASERS and TRSL a "minimum benefit" in the
form of a monthly benefit increase equal to the lesser of $300 or the difference between
$1,200 and their current monthly benefit. Such minimum benefit shall be granted to any
retiree or beneficiary if, on June 30, 2009, the retiree meets or would meet the following
criteria:

(a) He has 30 or more years of service credit.

(b) He has been retired for 15 years or more.

(c) He receives a monthly retirement benefit of less than $1,200 dollars.

(d) He is at least 60 years of age.

(e) He has neither participated in the Deferred Retirement Option Plan (DROP) nor chosen
the Initial Benefit Option (IBO).

SERVICE CREDIT

HB 673 by Pope (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Allows furloughed members of LASERS and TRSL, who are employed by public colleges
or universities, or who are employed by the governing boards or management boards of such
institutions, to continue to receive service credit during the furlough period. During such
time, employer and employee contributions shall continue based on the amount the member's
earned compensation would have been if not for the furlough.
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CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE

HB 11 by Hardy (Last Action - Failed to Pass/House)

Would have required a special driver's license or identification card with the words "drug
offender" printed on it for persons with second or subsequent felony convictions for
producing, manufacturing, distributing, or dispensing a controlled dangerous substance or
possession with intent to produce, manufacture, distribute, or dispense, a controlled
dangerous substance. The court would have imposed a ten dollar fine to the offender and
remitted the monies to the Department of Public Safety and Corrections to implement the
proposed provision.

The offender would have been required to obtain the driver's license or identification card
immediately following his conviction or period of incarceration, if he was incarcerated.

The words "drug offender" would appear on applicable licenses or identification cards for
four years from the date of issuance.

DWI

HB 444 by Perry (Last Action - Enrolled)

Provides that an administrative hearing conducted after a person's driver's license has been
suspended shall include matters relating to the legal rights of a person.

Further provides that prehearing discovery in such matter shall be limited to requests for
production of documents and depositions of non-law enforcement witnesses.

HB 445 by Baldone (Last Action - Enrolled)

Provides that when a person refuses to submit to a chemical test when pulled over for
suspicion of driving under the influence, that his driver's license will be suspended for one
year and two years upon a second or subsequent refusal occurring within five years of the
date of a refusal to submit to the test.

Provides that when a person refuses to submit to a chemical test when pulled over for
suspicion of driving under the influence and a fatality or serious bodily injury has occurred,
that his driver's license will be suspended for one year, without benefit of eligibility for a
hardship license, and two years, without benefit of eligibility for a hardship license, upon a
second or subsequent refusal occurring within five years of the date of a refusal to submit to
the test.
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Requires that the trier of fact must determine that the person's intoxication was the
contributing factor to the fatality or serious bodily injury when such person's license is being
suspended for a period of time without benefit of eligibility for a hardship license.

Removes obsolete provisions.

Effective September 1, 2009.

LEVEES

SB 350 by Morrell (Last Action - Vote on Conference Committee Report Pending/Senate)

Would have created the Non-flood Protection Asset Management Commission to provide
a thorough management plan for all non-flood protection assets of the Orleans Levee District.

Would hav~ required the commission to hold its first meeting no later than Aug. 15,2009
and to hold three additional meetings no later than Feb. 1, 2010. Required the commission
to submit an interim report to the Senate Committee on Transportation, Highways, and
Public Works no later than March 1, 2010 and to submit its final report to the Senate
Committee on Transportation, Highways, and Public Works no later than Feb. 1,2011.
Abolished the commission no later than March 1, 2011.

MOTOR VEHICLES

DB 55 by LaFonta (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Prohibits the use or installation of stereo speakers to the outside of a vehicles and provides
for penalties.

Provides that no less than $25 dollars of each fine imposed shall be collected by the
respective court of the jurisdiction where the violation was committed.

Requires the court to forward the fines collected to the state treasurer.

Further provides that after all state obligations have been satisfied the remaining funds shall
be appropriated to the Louisiana Commission for the Deaf.

Provides that the prohibition under proposed law shall not be applicable to emergency
response vehicles, recreational vehicles, vehicles while in a parade, vehicles towing trailers,
or vehicles used solely for commercial purposes.
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SB 229 by Evans Gray (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Provides for the prohibition any charges or fees to be levied or collected for the issuance of
driver's license or identification cards to any child who is in foster care as defined in Art. 603
of the Ch.C.

MOTOR VEHICLESIMOTORCYCLES

HB 639 by Morris (Last Action - Senate Committee)

Would have allowed motorcycle riders older than twenty-one years of age to ride a
motorcycle without a helmet. Would have further required that those who ride without a
helmet to have "economic only" uninsured motorist liability coverage with minimum limits
of one hundred thousand dollars and to be covered by a health care plan.

PROPERTy!PUBLIC

HB 61 by Wooton (Last Action - House Calendar)

Would have required the transfer to the Grand Prairie Levee District (now merged with the
Plaquemines Parish government) of any and all rights appertaining to land that was taken
from the Grand Prairie Levee District by the Orleans Levee District pursuant to Act No. 99
of 1924, Act No.246 of 1928, and Act No. 311 of 1942 and all lands located within the
Bohemia Spillway taken, acquired, or transferred from public and private landowners.

Would have provided that the property listing contained in the Act is not an exclusive list of
properties to be returned.

Would have provided that the state would not be liable to Plaquemines Parish for refund of
any monies collected from mineral leases awarded by the state on lands or water bottoms
claimed by the Plaquemines Parish government but which lands or water bottoms the state
claims title.

PuBLIC BUILDINGS-GROUNDS/STATE

HB 365 by Simon (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Establishes the Universal Design Program for state buildings and grounds. The provisions
of the Act establishes principles in or on state buildings and grounds that extends beyond
minimum accessibility requirements that are not expressed in the current Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990.
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TRAFFIC

HB 725 by M. Jackson (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Enact the "Colin Goodier Protection Act" which would require that motorists, when
overtaking and passing a bicycle, to leave a safe distance between the vehicle and bicycle of
not less than three feet and should maintain such clearance until safely past the overtaken
bicycle. Require that the Department of Public Safety and Corrections, office of motor
vehicles, include a summary of this proposed law in any instructional publication for drivers,
and that the Department of Transportation and Development to erect signage notifying
motorists of the need to share roads with bicyclists. Makes it unlawful to harass persons
riding a bicycle and impose a penalty for doing so.

TRAFFICNIOLATIONS

HB 480 by Richmond (Last Action - House Committee)

Would have prohibited local municipal authorities or local parish authorities from adopting,
enacting, or enforcing any ordinance authorizing the use of any automated traffic
enforcement system to enforce traffic laws.

Would have prohibited local municipal authorities or local parish authorities from using,
authorizing the use of, contracting with a private vendor to install or installing automated
traffic enforcement systems to enforce traffic regulations.

Would have further required that any local municipal authority or local parish authority
currently using automated traffic enforcement systems to discontinue such use by January
1,2010.

TRAFFIC/SPEED LIMITS

HB 626 by Downs (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Requires that local law enforcement bodies seated in jurisdictions not governed by home rule
charters to forward fines and penalties collected for citations issued for exceeding the posted
speed limit by less than ten milers per hour on an interstate highway to the state treasurer.
Such funds will be used by the Louisiana Highway Safety Commission
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TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT

HB 597 by Little (Last Action -Act No. 41)

Authorizes DOTD to notify a bidder via electronic transmission (email) that an addenda has
been posted to the department's website.

Provides that the transmission of the email to the bidder shall be conclusive evidence receipt
of the addenda by the bidder to whom it was sent.
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CAPITAL OUTLAY

HB 2 by Greene (Last Action - Enrolled)
HB 3 by Greene (Last Action - Sent to the Governor)

Provides for the comprehensive capital outlay budget and for implementation of a five-year
improvement program.

TOBACCO TAX

HB 889 by Peterson (Last Action - Failed to Pass/Floor)
HB 75 by Peterson (Last Action - House Committee)

Would have increased the tax on cigars, cigarettes, smoking tobacco, and smokeless tobacco.

TAX AMNESTY

HB 720 by Jane Smith (Last Action - Sent to the Governor)

Enacts the "Louisiana Tax Delinquency Amnesty Act of 2009" which requires the Dept. of
Revenue (DOR) to develop and implement a tax amnesty program to be effective for a period
not to exceed two consecutive calendar months between July 1,2009, and June 30, 2010, at
the discretion of the secretary. The tax amnesty program shall apply to taxes due prior to Jan.
1, 2009, for which the department has issued a proposed assessment, notice of assessment,
bill, notice, or demand for payment on or after July 1,2001, and before May 31,2009, taxes
that became due on or after July 1, 2001, and before Jan. 1, 2009, taxes for which the
taxpayer and the department have entered into an agreement to interrupt prescription until
Dec. 31, 2009, and taxes that became due on or before July 1, 2001, if the taxpayer was
ineligible for an earlier amnesty period because the matter was in civil litigation.

Amnesty shall only be granted for eligible taxes to eligible taxpayers who apply for amnesty
during the amnesty period on forms prescribed by DOR and who pay all of the tax, all fees
and costs, if applicable, and half of the interest due upon filing the amnesty application. If
the amnesty application is approved, the secretary shall waive the remaining half of the
interest and all of the penalties associated with the tax periods for which amnesty is applied.

Authorizes DOR to retain a certain portion of the monies collected under the tax amnesty
program including an amount not to exceed $250,000 for advertising expenses. All
remaining monies collected under the tax amnesty program shall be paid into the state
treasury for credit to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund and then the treasurer is
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directed to transfer the first $90 million for deposit to the Coastal Protection and Restoration
Fund. Furthermore, in the event monies have been withdrawn from the Budget Stabilization
Fund, the treasurer shall next transfer an amount not to exceed the amount withdrawn or $86
million dollars into the Budget Stabilization Fund. All remaining monies collected under the
tax amnesty program shall be deposited in the State General Fund.

SALES AND USE TAX

HB 9 by Baldone (Last Action - Sent to the Governor)

Provides an exemption from sales and use tax for lodging at a homeless shelter. For
purposes of sales and use tax for all tax authorities in the state, excludes from the definition
of "hotel" a temporary lodging facility operated by a §501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
devoted exclusively to the temporary housing ofhomeless transient persons. Eligible entities
shall offer housing for a period of no longer than 30 days duration, and charge no more than
$20 per night.

HB 128 by Henry (Last Action - Enrolled)

Provides for a "Second Amendment Weekend Holiday" which begins at 12:01 a.m. on the
Friday after Thanksgiving and ends at 11:59 p.m. the following Sunday. During such time,
state and local sales and use tax shall not apply to consumer purchases of firearms,
ammunition and hunting supplies. "Hunting supplies" is defined as any tangible personal
property for the use of hunting, including but not limited to archery, vehicles and vessels
such as ATVs, airboats, and pirogues, accessories, animal feed, apparel, shoes, bags, float
tubes, binoculars, tools, firearm and archery cases, firearm and archery accessories, range
finders, knives, decoys, treestands, blinds, chairs, optics, hearing protection and
enhancements, holsters, belts, slings and miscellaneous gear.

"Firearms" is defined as a shotgun, rifle, pistol, revolver, or other handgun.

SB 52 by Marionneaux (Last Action - Sent to the Governor)

Establishes an Annual Second Amendment Weekend Holiday to exempt from state and local
sales tax each year consumer purchases of firearms, ammunition, and hunting supplies from
the first consecutive Friday through Sunday of September each year. "Firearm" is defined
as a shotgun, rifle, pistol, revolver, or other handgun. "Hunting supplies" is defined as any
tangible personal property for the use of hunting, including but not limited to archery,
vehicles and vessels such as ATVs, airboats, and pirogues, accessories, animal feed, apparel,
shoes, bags, float tubes, binoculars, tools, firearm and archery cases, firearm and archery
accessories, range finders, knives, decoys, treestands, blinds, chairs, optics, hearing
protection and enhancements, holsters, belts, slings and miscellaneous gear.

Highlights
2009 Regular Session Page 75

















Ways and Means

Increases the tax credit transferred to the office to 85% of the face value of the credits for
projects certified on and after July 1, 2009.

Provides that prior to any final certification of a state-certified production or infrastructure
project, the motion picture production company or infrastructure project applicant shall
submit to the office a notarized statement demonstrating conformity, and agreeing to, the
following:

(1) To pay all undisputed legal obligations the film production company has incurred in
Louisiana.

(2) To publish, at completion of principal photography, a notice at least once a week for
three consecutive weeks in local newspapers in regions where filming has taken place
in order to notify the public of the need to file creditor claims against the film'
production company by a specified date.

(3) That the outstanding obligations are not waived should a creditor fail to file by the
specified date.

(4) To delay filing a claim for the film production tax credit until the office delivers written
notification to the secretary of the Dept. of Revenue that the film production company
has fulfilled all requirements for the credit.

Provides that as a condition for receiving certification of tax credits, state-certified
productions may be required to display an animated state brand or logo, or both, which
includes a fleur de lis as prescribed by the Dept. of Economic Development as long as the
animated state brand or logo is not contrary to any rules or regulations of the Federal
Communications Commission.

SB 277 by Duplessis (Last Action - Sent to the Governor)

Provides that for applications for state-certified productions submitted to the office on or
after July 1, 2009, and subsequently approved by the office and secretary, there are hereby
authorized tax credits in the amount of 25% of the base investment and an additional 10%
tax credit for payroll expended for Louisiana residents. Tax credits shall be earned by a
digital interactive media company at the time funds are expended in Louisiana on a state­
certified production.

Requires transferors and transferees to submit, in writing to the office and Dept. of Revenue,
notification of any transfer or sale of tax credits within 30 days after the transfer or sale of
such tax credits. Further requires a copy of the tax credit certificate and any other
information required by the office or the Dept. of Revenue.
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the minimum of 20% or $10 million of the total base investment established by the initial
certification letter, whichever is less, is expended.

Prohibits more than a total of $25 million dollars in state-certified infrastructure project tax
credits from being approved in any fiscal year; however, if less than $25 million dollars of
tax credits are certified in a fiscal year, the remaining amount of available tax credit
certifications shall be added to the amount available for certification for the next fiscal year
and from being carried forward for use in the next fiscal year. Further requires tax credits
for each fiscal year to be approved on a first come, first served basis.

Requires an infrastructure project to be approved within 45 days of submission if it is a film,
video, television, or digital production or postproduction facility. Denials of applications
shall be in writing and shall constitute final agency action. Written reasons for the denial
shall be provided to the applicant within five days of a written request.

Provides that prior to any final certification of the state-certified production or infrastructure
project, the applicant shall submit a cost report of production or infrastructure project
expenditures audited and certified by an independent certified public accountant.

Requires the office to provide written notice of all denials, the written reasons a denial, and
the status of any appeal to the Senate Committee on Revenue and Fiscal Affairs and the
House Committee on Ways and Means.

SEVERANCE TAX

SB 21 by Marionneaux (Last Action - House Committee)
HB 765 by Gallot (Last Action - Enrolled)

Proposed constitutional amendment that provides for changes in the amount of severance tax
distributions to the parishes and also provides for deposits into the Atchafalaya Basin
Conservation Fund from a portion of severance tax revenues and royalties collected on state
lands in the Atchafalaya Basin, beginning after April 1, 2012.

The provisions of this proposed constitutional amendment become effective and shall be
implemented in the event that the last official forecast occurring before the start of a fiscal
year contains an estimate of severance tax revenues for natural resources, other than sulphur,
lignite, or timber, which will exceed the actual amount of such severance taxes which were
collected in Fiscal Year 2008-2009. Beginning in the fiscal year for which that forecast was
adopted, the allocations of severance tax to parishes, and deposit of monies into the
Atchafalaya Basin Conservation Fund, shall occur as follows:

(1) In the first year of implementation, the maximum amount which shall be remitted to the
parish in which severance or production occurs is increased from $850,000 to
$1,850,000. In the following year, and all fiscal years thereafter, the limit shall be
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$2,850,000 per fiscal year. The maximum amount remitted to the parishes shall be
increased each July 1 by an amount equal to the average annual increase in the
Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers, as published by the U.S. Dept. of
Labor, for the previous calendar year.

(2) Further requires that at least 50% of the excess severance tax remitted to a parish in a
fiscal year be used only within the parish for the same purposes as money received from
the Parish Transportation Fund. The term "excess severance tax" shall mean the
amount of severance tax remitted to a parish in excess of that received in Fiscal Year
2011-2012.

(3) Provides that, after the allocations of severance tax to the Bond Security and
Redemption Fund, the parishes, the Conservation Fund and the Coastal Protection and
Restoration Fund have been satisfied, an amount equal to 50% of the revenues received
from severance taxes collected on state lands within the Atchafalaya Basin, not to
exceed $10 million, is to be deposited into the Atchafalaya Basin Conservation Fund.
The money in the fund shall be used exclusively to support projects contained in the
state or federal Basin master plans or an annual Basin plan or to provide match for the
Atchafalaya Basin Floodway System, Louisiana Project. Each year's plan for the
expenditure of monies appropriated from the fund shall be subject to the approval of
the appropriate standing committees of the legislature.

An VALOREM TAX

Homestead Exemption

HB 252 by Pearson (Last Action - House Committee)
HB 330 by Greene (Last Action - House Committee)

The Louisiana constitution provides for the annual levy of ad valorem taxes, as well as
exemptions from such taxation for homesteads and other property. The homestead
exemption applies to the first $7,500 of the assessed value of residential property. HB 252
would have changed the amount of assessed value at which the homestead exemption would
apply to the assessed valuation over the first $1,000 of assessed value. HB 330 would have
had it apply to the valuation over the first $2,000 of assessed value.

HB 259 by Henry (Last Action - House Committee)

Would have increased the amount of the homestead exemption from $7,500 of assessed
value to $15,000 ofassessed value, and, after a statewide reappraisal it would have increased
by the same amount as the growth in the Consumer Price Index.
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Increases in millage rates after a reappraisal without voter approval ("roll forwards")

There were a number bills introduced in both the House and the Senate to further limit the
constitutional authority for local taxing bodies to increase millage rates which have been
rolled back due to a reappraisal which yielded higher property tax values. 2008 was a
statewide reappraisal year and in manyjurisdictions taxpayers experienced higher tax bills.
The Louisiana constitution authorizes a taxing authority to increase ad valorem tax millages
after they have been adjusted downward because ofa reappraisal. The increase may be
levied, without further voter approval, ifauthorized by a 2/3 vote of the total membership
of the taxing authority, but only after a public hearing for which there has been extensive
public notice.

These bills generally dealt with 1) the notice requirementsfor the public hearings, 2) millage
increases by taxing bodies with governing authorities which are not elected, and 3) millage
increases in general.

DB 83 by T. Burns (Last Action - Sent to Governor)

Requires that the notice for the public hearing be published in the newspaper no less than 30
days before the hearing date. It also provides for circumstances where such a public hearing
was scheduled, but then cancelled or postponed or the proposal was considered without
action or vote. In such case, for the conduct of any future public hearing on the matter public
notice must be given, except there is no additional newspaper advertisement required.

DB 380 by Cromer (Last Action - Senate Committee)

Would have required posting of the public notice for the public hearing, at least 72 hours
before the hearing, at the principal office of the taxing authority. Further, the notice would
have been required to be transmitted by electronic mail to the members of the legislature
whose district comprises all or a part of the parish containing the taxing district.

DB 105 by Abramson (Last Action - House Committee)
DB 325 by Abramson (Last Action - House Committee)
DB 632 by T. Burns (Last Action - House Committee)
DB 634 by T. Burns (Last Action - House Committee)
DB 902 by Arnold (Last Action - Sent to Governor)
DB 903 by Arnold (Last Action - Filed with Sec. ofState)

Non-elected taxing authorities:
HB 105, HB 325, HB 632, and HB 634 proposed to add specific limitations on the ability to
increase millages for a taxing authority whose governing authority membership is composed
of persons who were not elected. Millage increases for such taxing authorities would have
required the additional approval of the parish governing authority or other political
subdivisions.
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HB 902 and HB 903 add specific limitations on the ability to increase millages for a taxing
authority whose governing authority membership is composed of persons who were not
elected. Increases in millages by such taxing authorities are limited to an amount which
would not increase the property taxes collected by more than 2 Y2% of the collections for
calendar year immediately preceding the year for which the increased millage rate would take
effect. These provisions do not effect special fire protection or fire department districts,
ports, port harbor or terminal districts, nor the millages levied by certain levee districts under
the authority of the Louisiana constitution.

HB 226 by Richard (Last Action - House Committee)
HB 229 by Richard (Last Action - House Committee)
HB 260 by Henry (Last Action - House Committee)
HB 493 by Henry (Last Action - House Committee)
HB 471 by Downs (Last Action - House Committee)
HB 472 by Downs (Last Action - House Committee)

Roll forwards in general:
HB 226 and HB 229 would have required a lapse of 12 months' time before the authority to
increase a millage rate may be exercised by a taxing authority.

HB 260 and HB 493 would have repealed the constitutional authority for a taxing authority
to increase a millage after reappraisal.

HB 471 and HB 472 would have required voter approval at a general election for any millage
increase.

Page 88
Highlights

2009 Regular Session


