
Louisiana Office 

of Conservation 

Maneuvering in SONRIS 



 Strategic Online Natural Resources Information System 

 Oil and gas well data and information in the form of: 
 Standard 

 Lite 

 ROD 

 GIS 

 Document Access 

 

What is SONRIS? 

2 

Each application is a digital source of well information. 

Useful to be familiar with all applications! 



 www.dnr.louisiana.gov, then select SONRIS button 

OR 

 www.SONRIS.com 

Where are SONRIS Applications? 
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 Application used by Conservation to key data into 
system and to analyze records 

 Live- once keyed into system, available for public access 

 Great search tool to limit population to review 

SONRIS - Standard 
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SONRIS - Standard 

 Works best 
in Internet 
Explorer 

 Requires 
older 
version of 
JAVA 

5 



SONRIS - Standard 
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Almost all well information 

can be accessed from 

Wells by API or Field. 

Scroll down to get there! 



SONRIS - Standard 

7 



SONRIS - Standard 

 Standard won’t load? Check JAVA requirements and 
update (well, downgrade) your computer! 
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JAVA downloads are 

available on sonris.com at 

the Downloads link 



SONRIS - Standard 

Select this 

button (or F7) 

to begin 

search; key in 

data, then 

SMITH 

Key in query, 

then select this 

button (or F8) to 

execute search 
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SONRIS - Standard 

 Can search based on any parameter displayed 
 Serial number, well name, well number 

 Status, API Number, Operator Code, Field Code 

 Permit Date, STR, Parish Code 

 Use % as “wildcard” 
 Searching SMITH will yield all wells named “SMITH” 

 Searching %SMITH% will yield all wells with “SMITH” in the 
name 

 Spaces count as a character! 
 Recommend using % in space(s) to capture all options  

 30-character limitation, so some names are shortened 
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SONRIS - Standard 
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Same search with 

wildcards… 



SONRIS - Standard 
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…yields many more wells! Use scrollbar on left side of 

screen to scroll down to see an active well (Well Sts 10). 



SONRIS - Standard 
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Highlight row with SN 236746 (as an 

example) then select “Maintain Well 

Data” for more information 



SONRIS - Standard 
Select either 

button to go 

back 

14 
Well History depicts records of well 

from current to oldest 



SONRIS - Standard 
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Highlight row with SN 236746 (as an 

example) then select “Retrieve Well 

Profile” for additional records 



SONRIS - Standard 

Select this 

button to 

go back 
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Scout Info includes the summary of 

the weekly drilling reports submitted 

to the District Office. Highlight the 

report date on the left to see the 

report for that week. 



SONRIS - Standard 

Select this 

button to 

start a new 

search 
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SONRIS - Standard 

Scroll to the right for 

more information, such 

as Section, Township, 

Range, Parish Codes 
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 Allows queries without using any plug-ins; only native 
web browser functionality 

 Live- once keyed into Standard, available in Lite 

 Access data from Standard to copy and analyze  

SONRIS - Lite 
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SONRIS - Lite 

 Works well 
in any 
browser 
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To access Parish and other 

codes, select Codes/Lookups 



SONRIS - Lite 
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Scroll down and select 

the Lite hyperlink for 

Parish Code Information 



SONRIS - Lite 

 Results will 
populate in 
new window 

 This data 
can be used 
in other 
applications, 
such as 
SONRIS 
Standard 
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SONRIS - Lite 

 Multiple 
Lite 
options 
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SONRIS - Lite 

24 

Wells By Organization Name is 

a great tool to pull all wells by 

operator – ie, can be used for 

multi-well operator changes 



SONRIS - Lite 

SMITH 
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Key in a portion of 

operator name 



SONRIS - Lite 

 Results are all operators 
with “SMITH” in 
organization name 

 Organization ID is a link 
to all wells currently in 
that operator’s name 
 Includes active and inactive 

wells 

 Does not include wells that 
are no longer operated by 
operator (ie, transferred to 
different operator) 
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SONRIS - Lite 

 Yields no results, which indicates this operator is 
not currently operating wells. Either: 
 Operator never operated wells, or 

 All wells have been transferred to a different operator 
prior to being plugged 
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SONRIS - Lite 

28 

Let’s try a different 

operator with wells… 



SONRIS - Lite 

 Yields wells! Hyperlinks provide more specific 
information on the well or other criteria selected 
(ie, Field Code, Operator Code, etc.) 
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SONRIS - Lite 
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Older well that was 

active for less than a 

year. Let’s pull another 

well! 



SONRIS - Lite 
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On Data Access, under Well 

Information, select the Lite 

hyperlink in the line of Wells 

By Serial Number 



SONRIS - Lite 

236746 
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Key in serial number of 

interest, select Submit 



SONRIS - Lite 

Data from permit 

Coordinates converted from 

1927 (provided in permit) to 1983 
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SONRIS - Lite 

Data from WH-1, 

Form Comp 

Tabular format well 

history from Standard 

Keyed into Standard 

by District based on 

weekly drilling reports 
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SONRIS - Lite 

Data from Form Comp 

Tests from semi-annual 

DM1R/DT1 or from potentials 

Allowables - assigned by District 
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SONRIS - Lite 

Production from OGP 

Data from WH-1 

Data from P&A Report 

Work Permits keyed 

in by District- 
Lafayette began using this 

screen April 2012; north LA 

began using the screen 

Spring 2016 
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LUW Crash Course 
 LUWs are codes assigned to wells to report 

production. Multiple wells share the same LUW in the 
following instances: 
 On the same lease and same product (LUWs are oil or gas) 

 In the same unit operated by the same operator 

 A single well can have multiple LUWs throughout its 
life 
 Permitted and completed as a gas lease well 

 Unit formed; unit LUW assigned 

 Recompleted to an oil lease sand 

 Therefore, must review LUW history to determine 
which wells are associated with the production!  

Three different 

LUWs! 
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SONRIS - Lite 

38 

Wells By LUW is a great 

feature to review well 

associations with LUWs 



SONRIS - Lite 

612361 

If LUW type is 

unknown, select 

0-ALL Types 
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SONRIS - Lite 

 Wells without end dates are currently associated 
with the LUW. Therefore, production associated 
with this LUW can come from either or both wells. 
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 ROD = Reports on Demand 

 Displays spreadsheet-like interface to produce 
customizable reports. Data pulled from Standard and 
updated each night (ie, not live). 

SONRIS - ROD 
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SONRIS - ROD 

 Works best 
in Internet 
Explorer 

 Requires 
older 
version of 
JAVA 
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Under Well Information, 

scroll down to Severance 

Tax Relief Report and 

select ROD hyperlink 



SONRIS - ROD 

43 

 Open Control Panel from the Start menu  

 Search for "Java" and click on the result  

 Click the "Security" tab  

 Click "Edit Site List..."  

 Click New and type in http://discoverer.dnr.state.la.us, then 
select Enter 

 Click continue on the security warning popup.  

 Click OK to close the Java Control Panel 

Receiving the following error? Follow these 
steps to resolve! 

http://discoverer.dnr.state.la.us/
http://discoverer.dnr.state.la.us/
http://discoverer.dnr.state.la.us/


SONRIS - ROD 

Can search by any 

parameter; or, leave 

all fields blank 
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Select Refresh button 

to begin new search 



 Interactive map with many detailed layers 

 Great tool to spatially identify information 

 Wells without coordinates do not plot; as such, always 
cross check with Standard, Lite, and Document Access  

SONRIS - GIS 
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SONRIS - GIS 

 Works well 
in Chrome 
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For oil and gas data, 

select Oil/Gas 



SONRIS - GIS 

 Some layers 
require the 
map to be 
zoomed in 
before they 
can be 
displayed. 
Select the 
magnifying 
glass to 
zoom. 

47 



SONRIS - GIS 

 Select box to 
right of 
criteria to 
display 
feature on 
map. 

Use the pan tool to move 

your view with the mouse 

Or, search by 

specific parameter 
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SONRIS - GIS 

612361 49 

Select category from drop 

down menu, key in data, then 

select Submit Query 



SONRIS - GIS 
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Select magnifying lens 

to the left of results to 

“fly” to that location 



SONRIS - GIS 
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Scroll down to activate 

other layers, such as 

Section-Township-

Range (located under 

Boundaries) 



SONRIS - GIS 
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When the “A” is green, 

that layer’s labels are 

displayed 



SONRIS - GIS 

53 

Aerials and other 

imagery are available 

under Imagery and Maps 



SONRIS - GIS 
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Can search by address 

or coordinates as well! 



 Database for scanned documents 

 Source of all data for Data Access applications (Standard, 
Lite, ROD, GIS) 

 Must know specific reference to access documents 

 

SONRIS – Document Access 
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SONRIS – Document Access 

 Works well 
in any 
browser 
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SONRIS – Document Access 

57 

Well documents by serial 

number can be found 

under “Well Permit to 

Drill/Amend” 



SONRIS – Document Access 

236746 

x 
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Key in serial number, 

select “Get associated 

documents,” then select 

search 



SONRIS – Document Access 

 Documents are indexed by type and initially sorted by 
effective date 
 Well Permit to Drill/Amend = Permit documents 

 Well Engineering/Mechanical = WH-1, Form Comp, Casing Affidavits, etc. 

 Lease Facility Inspection Report = Reports filed by Conservation’s Field Staff 

 Well File Historic = All well documents prior to 2000 

 

Link to PDF version 

of document 
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SONRIS – Document Access 

60 

Field Order summaries 

can be found in the 

“Field Order Index-Black 

Books” 



SONRIS – Document Access 

2360 

Leave this box empty 

when searching for 

Blackbooks – 

otherwise, all Orders 

for Field will populate 61 



SONRIS – Document Access 

 Excel index of all Orders 
in Field 

 Hyperlinked directly to 
Order  

 LIVING DOCUMENT!! 
 Updated as soon as new 

Orders are issued 
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SONRIS – Document Access 

191-A% 

Select this box when 

searching for Orders 

x 

63 
Specific Orders can be search by 

Order number under “Field Order”  



SONRIS – Document Access 
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Link to PDF version 

of document 



SONRIS – Document Access 

 To view all 
options 
alphabetically, 
select 
Document 
Type, then 
select 
preferred 
criteria 
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 www.dnr.louisiana.gov, then select Conservation 

More Information 
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 Select Divisions, Engineering Administrative, Permits 
and Reservoir 

More Information 
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 Scroll down for links to our Directory, Forms page, and 
Hearings schedule 

More Information 

68 



Questions? 
Please contact the Permits Section or Well Files for more 

information! Thank you! 

 

 

www.dnr.louisiana.gov/consdirectory 


