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Michelle Obama’s speech to the
Democratic convention

Good evening, everyone.
It’s a hard time, and every-
one’s feeling it in different
ways. And I know a lot of
folks are reluctant to tune
into a political convention
right now or to politics in
general. Believe me, 1 get
that. But I am here tonight
because I love this country
with all my heart, and it
pains me to see so many peo-
ple hurting.

I’ve met so many of you.
I’ve heard your stories. And
through you, I have seen this
country’s promise. And
thanks to so many who came
before me, thanks to their
toil and sweat and blood,
I’ve been able to live that
promise myself.

That’s the story of
America. All those folks who
sacrificed and overcame so
much in their own times
because they wanted some-
thing more, something better
for their kids.

There’s a lot of beauty in
that story. There’s a lot of
pain in it, too, a lot of strug-
gle and injustice and work
left to do. And who we
choose as our president in
this election will determine
whether or not we honor that
struggle and chip away at
that injustice and keep alive
the very possibility of finish-
ing that work.

I am one of a handful of
people living today who
have seen firsthand the
immense weight and awe-
some power of the presiden-
cy. And let me once again
tell you this: the job is hard.

It requires clear-headed
judgment, a mastery of com-
plex and competing issues, a
devotion to facts and history,
a moral compass, and an
ability to listen — and an
abiding belief that each of
the 330,000,000 lives in this
country has meaning and
worth.

A president’s words have
the power to move markets.
They can start wars or broker
peace. They can summon our
better angels or awaken our
worst instincts. You simply
cannot fake your way
through this job.

As I’ve said before, being
president doesn’t change
who you are; it reveals who
you are. Well, a presidential
election can reveal who we
are, too. And four years ago,
too many people chose to
believe that their votes didn’t
matter. Maybe they were fed
up. Maybe they thought the
outcome wouldn’t be close.
Maybe the barriers felt too
steep. Whatever the reason,
in the end, those choices sent
someone to the Oval Office
who lost the national popular
vote by nearly 3,000,000
votes.

In one of the states that
determined the outcome, the
winning margin averaged
out to just two votes per
precinct — two votes. And
we’ve all been living with
the consequences.

When my husband left
office with Joe Biden at his
side, we had a record-break-
ing stretch of job creation.
We’d secured the right to
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health care for 20,000,000
people. We were respected
around the world, rallying
our allies to confront climate
change. And our leaders had
worked hand-in-hand with
scientists to help prevent an
Ebola outbreak from becom-
ing a global pandemic.

Four years later, the state
of this nation is very differ-
ent. More than 150,000 peo-
ple have died, and our econ-
omy is in shambles because
of a virus that this president
downplayed for too long. It
has left millions of people
jobless. Too many have lost
their health care; too many
are struggling to take care of
basic necessities like food
and rent; too many commu-

nities have been left in the
lurch to grapple with
whether and how to open our
schools safely.
Internationally, we’ve turned
our back, not just on agree-
ments forged by my hus-
band, but on alliances cham-
pioned by presidents like
Reagan and Eisenhower.
And here at home, as
George Floyd, Breonna
Taylor and a never-ending
list of innocent people of
color continue to be mur-
dered, stating the simple fact
that a Black life matters is
still met with derision from
the nation’s highest office.
Because whenever we
look to this White House for
some leadership or consola-

Former First Lady s Michelle Obama's speech to the Democratic National Convention, as broadcast Aug. 17, 2020: (Democratic

tion or any semblance of
steadiness, what we get
instead is chaos, division and
a total and utter lack of
empathy.

Empathy: That’s some-
thing I’ve been thinking a lot
about lately. The ability to
walk in someone else’s
shoes; the recognition that
someone else’s experience
has value, too. Most of us
practice this without a sec-
ond thought. If we see some-
one suffering or struggling,
we don’t stand in judgment.
We reach out because,
“There, but for the grace of
God, go 1.” It is not a hard
concept to grasp. It’s what
we teach our children.

And like so many of you,

Barack and I have tried our
best to instill in our girls a
strong moral foundation to
carry forward the values that
our parents and grandparents
poured into us. But right
now, kids in this country are
seeing what happens when
we stop requiring empathy
of one another. They’re look-
ing around wondering if
we’ve been lying to them
this whole time about who
we are and what we truly
value.

They see people shouting in
grocery stores, unwilling to
wear a mask to keep us all
safe. They see people call-
ing the police on folks

Cont. Michelle Page 6

Democrats nominate Biden for epic
challenge to oust Trump

By STEVE PEOPLES, MICHELLE L. PRICE and ALEXANDRA JAFFE

(Brian Snyder/Pool via AP)

WILMINGTON, Del. (AP)

Democrats formally
nominated Joe Biden as their
presidential candidate
Tuesday night, with party
elders, a new generation of
politicians and voters in
every state joining together
in an extraordinary, pandem-

ic-cramped virtual conven-
tion to send him into the
general election campaign to
oust President Donald
Trump.

For someone who has
spent more than three
decades eyeing the presiden-
cy, the moment was the real-

ization of a long-sought
goal. But it played out in a
way that the 77-year-old
Biden couldn’t have imag-
ined just months ago as the
coronavirus pandemic
prompted profound change
across the country and in his
presidential campaign.

Instead of a Milwaukee
convention hall as initially
planned, the roll call of con-
vention delegates played out
in a combination of live and
recorded video feeds from
American landmarks packed
with meaning: Alabama’s
Edmund Pettus Bridge, the
headwaters of the
Mississippi River, a Puerto
Rican community  still
recovering from a hurricane
and Washington’s Black
Lives Matter Plaza.

Biden celebrated his new
status as the Democratic
nominee alongside his wife
and grandchildren in a
Delaware school library. His
wife of more than 40 years,

Jill Biden, later spoke of her
husband in deeply personal
terms, reintroducing the life-
long politician as a man of
deep empathy, faith and
resilience to American vot-
ers less than three months
before votes are counted.
“There are times when I
couldn’t imagine how he did
it — how he put one foot in
front of the other and kept
going,” she said. “But I’ve
always understood why he
did it. He does it for you.”
The convention’s most
highly anticipated moments
will unfold on the next two
nights. Kamala Harris will
accept her nomination as
Biden’s running mate on

Wednesday, the first Black
woman to join a major party
ticket. Former President
Barack Obama will also
speak as part of his stepped-
up efforts to defeat his suc-
CEessor.

Biden will deliver his
acceptance speech Thursday
night in a mostly empty con-
vention hall near his
Delaware home.

Biden used the second
night of the four-day con-
vention to feature a mix of
party elders, Republican as
well as Democratic, to make
the case that he has the expe-
rience and energy to repair
chaos that Trump has creat-
ed at home and abroad.
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FREE COVID-19 TESTING EVERY
THURSDAY AT FRIENDSHIP WEST
BAPTIST CHURCH

The Frederick Douglass Human Services &
Social Justice Center
616 W Kiest Blvd, Dallas, TX 75224

Friendship-West Baptist Church in partnership
with Project Unity, Catalyst Health Network, St.
Paul United Methodist Church, Stratifi Health, and
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. will be providing
FREE COVID-19 COMMUNITY TESTING every
Thursday in August.

Time: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Testing is free. Individuals may be tested whether
they present symptoms or are asymptomatic. We
are only administering COVID-19 swab tests at this
time. Face Mask Is Required.
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Voter Suppression.
The Birth of Apathy

Dallas Area African American Newspaper Publishers

By Allen R. Gray

It is difficult to determine where the
line between voter suppression ends
and voter apathy begins. What is cer-
tain, though, is that the line of demarca-
tion between the two has been blurred
by decades upon decades of interfer-
ence from damning schemes that strip
Black Americans of their legal right to
have a say when it comes to elections.

Know that voter apathy for Black
voter apathy is not innate. It is instead
a psychological implant that has been
nurtured over time and has evolved
over generations due to the many muta-
tions of the poll tax. The poll tax
wasn’t born during post-Civil War
Reconstruction, though. The concept
of the poll tax dates to the time of
Cleopatra’s Egypt, and essentially all
conquering nations since that time have
used a “head tax” or capitation to sus-
tain its government and fund wars; but
Americans during the 19th century took
the poll tax to a whole new level.

During the period of Reconstruction,
when newly freed slaves gained the
right to vote, various forms of the poll
tax became a lot more creative than
guessing the number of jelly beans in a
mason jar. The Grandfather clause, for
instance, said that you could only vote
if your father voted. Which meant that
all former slaves were left out. Then
there was the literacy test, which asked
that you be able to read (literature sup-
plied by election officials) before you
could vote. Blacks were asked to read
complex legal documents, while whites
were asked to read literature with sim-
ple sight words. The voting dilemma
became even more compounded when
we consider that only people who qual-
ified to vote prior to the Civil War, or
whose ancestors qualified to vote were
allowed to cast ballots during elections.
This requirement eliminated an entire
nation of newly freed slaves. White
men, of course, were exempt from the
rigors of poll taxation in any form.
These methods of suppression towards
Blacks sustained well into the early
1900s.

The monetary poll tax, which is per-
haps the most infamous of all poll
taxes, often ranged anywhere from
$1.50 and greater per voter. That does-
n’t seem like much by today’s stan-
dards—but when you consider that in
1905 the average Black family earned
around $3 per week, sirloin steaks were
10 cents a pound and the homes sold
for approximately $3,500—potential
voters were forced to decide whether to
vote or feed their families.

These insidious measures worked to
suppress the Black vote for more than a
century, despite legislation that man-
dated otherwise. The “Reconstruction
Amendments” attempted to rectif
Blacks’ right to vote. The 13!
Amendment (1865) freed the slaves;
the 14th Amendment (1866) gave
Blacks citizenship. (The Black Codes,
laws aimed at oppressing Blacks, were
also enacted in 1865.) The 15th
Amendment (1870) outlawed discrimi-
nation in voting rights but it had no
penalties for violating of those rights.
So, in 1870, the Enforcement Act
attempted to give teeth to laws that had
bark but no bite.

After decades of protest and civil
unrest, the House passed the 24th

Amendment in 1962 eradicating the
poll tax for federal elections. Then the
landmark Voting Rights Act was passed
in 1965 that sought to secure Blacks’
right to vote unencumbered. Yet, voter
suppression in some form lingered,
nonetheless. In 1966, the U.S.
Supreme Court ruling in Harper v.
Virginia Board of Elections also ren-
dered the poll tax unconstitutional for
state and local elections. Yet, as recent-
ly as 2013, that same U.S. Supreme
Court ruled in Shelby v. Holder that
states had the right to do things like
limit early voting and require voters to
show photo IDs.

The spirit of Jim Crow laws has
proven to be that revenant who can
mutate and transform depending on the
climate and circumstance. While in the
past voter suppression was much more
obvious, today’s systemic racism has a
more covert means of undermining the
voting rights of targeted demographic
groups.

Today, we would be hard-pressed to
find the Ku Klux Klan at polling places
burning crosses and crops to turn voters
away, but contemporary methods of
suppression have proven to be just as
effective acts of violence. Here are
some contemporary tactics used to turn
voters away from election polls:

e Voter ID requirements allow
election officials to use false
claims of rampant voter fraud
to justify strict requirements
like a photo ID, or laws requir-
ing a physical street address
discriminate against minorities
groups that are more likely to
have P.O. Box addresses, such
as Native Americans living on
reservations.

e Lack of language access,
where election officials refuse
to translate materials or offer
language  assistance  (as
required by law), which sup-
presses the voting of Asian
Americans and  Latinos.
Voter roll purges, claims to
remove duplicate names, the
names of the deceased, or the
names of convicted felons.
The purge actually deletes the
names of millions of eligible
voters and disproportionately
effects communities of color.

¢ Polling place closures/consol-
idations, where election offi-
cials have closed thousands of
polling places, largely in com-
munities of color. Recently in
Chicago’s Cook County alone,
which has the largest non-
Hispanic black population in
the country, 95 polling places
were either closed or moved.

e Lack of funding for elections,
demonstrated its affect when
during the 2000 presidential
election in Florida there was
failure in the recount process,
flawed ballot designs, and vot-
ing machines that overheated
and failed.

e Provisional ballot require-
ments, if a voter’s eligibility is
in question they may use a pro-
visional ballot to be counted
until eligibility is confirmed.
However, localities determine

how many provisional ballots
are printed, which meant that
in certain localities far less
were printed than were actually
needed.

e Reduced early voting, early
voting is essential to hourly
workers who don’t have
expendable time, because of
work or child care obligations.
Recently, time apportioned to
early voting has been drastical-
ly cut which negatively affects
communities of color.

e Reduced regular voting
hours, negatively affects low-
income workers, who don’t
have the convenience of arriv-
ing to work late or taking
extended midday breaks; or
who are strapped due to child-
care arrangements.

Other means of suppression are
poorly trained volunteer poll workers,
partisan election administrators, and
the creation of at-large local offices to
dilute the minority vote.

These tactics of voter suppression
have proven to be particularly fruitful
in North Carolina, Pennsylvania,
Wisconsin and especially Texas. In the
wake of this century-long onslaught on
voter suppression a toll has been taken
on Black voters.

In 1890, the qualified Black voters
registered to have their voice heard was
at 90 percent. By 1940, only 3 percent
of qualified Black voters were regis-
tered. Today, less than half of all regis-
tered Black voters regularly participate
in elections. Although, if Blacks have
someone they feel is worth voting they
have shown to be less apathetic.
With Obama on the ticket in 2008 and
2012, the number of Blacks that voted
rose tremendously. Yet when they
needed to vote the most in 2016, Black
voter turnout fell drastically. And eight
percent of the Blacks that did vote that
year voted for Trump. Political dis-
tricts with a relative low percentage of
registered Blacks voting is routinely
high, compared to districts with a
greater percentage of registered Blacks
where the voting is repulsively low;
and Black women tend to vote more
than Black men.

Since 1865 to the present, the provo-
cateurs of this most insidious scheme
have done a most commendable job of
implanting the spirit of apathy deep
within the psyche of African American
voters—while the victims have proven
to do very little to assuage its effects.

There is, however, a ray of hope for
the minority voters. From 2014 to 2018
Blacks have had the highest voter
turnout upsurge of all demographic
groups, with an increase greater than 18
percent. The status of Black voting
isn’t what it used to be 20 years ago,
but it surely isn’t what it was in 1890.

The issue of Jim Crow being dead
has been greatly overstated. He has
merely changed his name to systemic
racism, a more covert method of
depriving citizens seeking to be heard
at polling places. If ever there was a
time to shake off the effects of the psy-
chological implant know as apathy, the
time is now.

COVID 19 UPDATES FOR DALLAS COUNTY

68,591 Positive Cases and 846 Deaths
As of August 19, 2020 @ 6:20 PM
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Pastor Daryl R. Carter

Carver Heights Baptist Church
2510 E. Ledbetter, Dallas, Texas 75216

Sunday School - 8:30a.m.
Early Worship - 9:30a.m.
Morning Worship - 10:45a.m.
Evening Worship - 7:00 p.m.

The
Mount Moriah

Missionary Baptist Church

3611 Latimer Street
Dallas, Texas 75215
214-428-2980
www.mountmoriahdallas.org

You 're Wetcome ts foin Us

GREATER CORNERSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. David E. Wilson, Pastor/Teacher
8350 Forest Lane, Dallas, TX 75243

P. 214-349-7701

Sunday
Moming Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday
Prayer Bible Fellowship  7:00 p.m.

‘P Pilgrim Rest
Missionary
Baptist Church

1819 N, Washington Ave.
Dallas, TX 75204
(214) 823-7308
www.pilgrimrestdallas.org

Worship Opportunities
Sundays: 8:00 am & 10:45 am
Sth Sunday, Combined Worship:
10:00 am
Word Out Wednesday Bible Study
12:00 Noon & 7:00 pm

We Walk By Faith,
Not By Sight!
\ N\
\ Dr. Curtis W. Wallace
J )

Senior Pastor

friendship-w est

—— church & conference center

Dr. Frederick Douglass Haynes, Ill
Senior Pastor

Dallas, Texas 75210
P.214-421-9435
F.214-421-9324

Pastor Donald R. Parish, Sr.

Church School - 9:00 a.m. “Let’s All
Sunday Worship Semwices - 7:30 & 10:30a.m. Mount
Mid-Week Revival Services - 7:00 p.m. up”
Visit us @ www.greatercornerstone.org
“ - - o . J. Calvin ith
A Good Understanding Wins Favor” Prov. 13:15 fend Pastor i
True Lee Missionary CONCORD MISSIONARY
Baptist Church BAPTIST CHRUCH
3907-11 Bertrand Street

6808 Pastor Bailey Dr.
Dallas, TX 75237
P.214-333-3597

(Mt. 28:16-20! Luke 4:18-19)

2020 W. Wheatland Road

Dallas, Texas 75241
P.214-374-6631

Sunday School
Worship Times s 9:00 ?'m' .
Sundays - 8:00 a.m. & "m“l’lﬂ‘({')r:]' :ﬁ:\'mshlp
10:45 a.m. CST SR
Monday Moming Worship
Bible Study &BYI:UUQL ”
Wednesdays Word & Wond Prayer & Bible Study Meeting
ednesdays Word & Wonders e Rev. Biyan Carter
00 p.m. (G129) Sen. Pastor
7:00 p.m. (Saturday) CST Radio Station :
oF Every Sunday @ Sundays
o 9:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
(972) 228-5200 (e 8am, 10am, 12noon
Mission Statement w.?‘:;:)&:d::s
“Creatively making disciples, Saint Phillips Missionary i e
while on the cutting edge, Baptist Church www.ConcordDallas.org
making a difference ) ] )
spiritually and socially”, 6000 Singing Hills Drive
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ChurchofChrist
Marsalis Avenue

Bro. Lamont Ross, Senior Minister

2431 S. Marsalis Ave.
Dallas, Texas 75216
Office: 214-941-2531
Fax: 214-942-9646

www.marsalisavenuecoc.org

Come Worship and Study with Us!

Sundays
Bible Study
Morning Worship
Children’s Bible Hour
Evening Worship

Wednesdays
Bible Class 10:00 am & 7:00 pm

8:45 am
10:00 am
10:00 am

5:30 pm

“Premise To Live By”

Love of God
Love of (Country
Love of Self
Love of Humanity

and
The Will to Serve

Z

by Dr. Theodore R. Lee, Jr.
Jormer (EO/President

Cedar Crest
Church Of Christ

“A Chanck of Christ s the Feart of Datlas with Dallas at Feart”

Johnathan W. Mormison, Ministering Evangelist
2134 Cedar Crest Bivd., Dallas Texas 75203 - 214-943-1340 . Fax 214-941-3305

Sunday

KHVN (970 A M Radio)
8:00 a.m.
Bible Class
8:45a.m.
Children Worship
10:00 a.m.
Worship Senvice
10:00 a.m.

=1,

“All services are interoreted for the Deaf”

TRANSFORM YOUR HOME AND
UPGRADE YOUR STORAGE
= = R T

Dallas West Greenville Avenue
ke aeoel|| Church of Christ 151“3“:‘2 of ‘fl’:f':t
' . Greenville Ave.
Acn th%Dall’as 3510 N. Hampton Rd. Richardson, Texas 75081
Fost Trioune’s Dallas Texas 75212 P.972-644-2335 F. 972-644-9347

Church Directory

For more information
please contact us at;

sales.ads@dallaspostirib.net
or

214-946-7678

: Ben Myers
DaIIa.s, Texa:t. 75232 . — ] E— Sammle Berry Patrick Worthey
www.friendshipwest.org = - o Minister Elders:
a-— Frederick Green
| Calendar of Events Raymond Hart
Otis Idlebird, Jr.
Sunday Bible School jason Moseley
: y = o ' 8:45a.m. David Phillips, Jr.
Place your Church Ad in W | . .
the Dallas Post Tribune’s Rev. Dr. CJ.R Phillips Jr. — 10 :;nday :"6"0':;" Schedule of Services
. :00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Church Directory Email address BUY FIVE, GET ONE FREE i  SUNDAY
il , Tuesday Song Practice Early Worship 8:00 a.m.
sthillipsmbozat.ngt Sh lf 7:00 p.m. Bible Classes 9:45 a.m.
For more information please hedule of Activi e Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
contact us at; i’ EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH Wednesday Bible Class Bible Classes 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Schedule your free design consaltation & 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. Evening w';\?:zrgl[:u-:sDAY 6:00 p.m.
; Early Morning Worship D :
sales.ads@dallaspostirib.net or 0% . ( 8 44) 3 2 2 -1 7 3 3 Sunday Radio Broadcast Devotional Service 6:30 p.m.
214-946-7678 Church School Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am-4pm EST - 7:30a.m.on 970 AM Bible Classes 7:00 p.m.
Mor?li?lg‘i;rr;h'p Enjoy more space with custom pull-out shelves for your existing cabinets. “The Congregation Where Bible CIaSSTHURSDAYI 1:00 a.m
I - . . N . “ % - <A1l
10:00 am. s ety i o e o Dsyr St xS0/ Everybody is Somebody” SpOE Ry o

P. 214-631-5448

website: www.dweoe.com

Minister S.T. Gibbs, Il

Associate Ministers:
John Bradshaw

A Journey Through the Gospel of St. John

The scene before us is very solemn and
one to be pitied, indeed. The location of
this scene takes place in Jerusalem at the
pool of Bethesda, a pool around which
laid a variegated crowd of the helpless and
hopeless victims (5:1-3). These suffering
victims anxiously waited for the moving
of the waters (v. 3). In reading about this
solemn and sad scene, it appeared to me,
even if the waters were stirred, the state of
each victim was of such that someone still
needed to help them in the pool. What a
pitiful scene — a scene that depicts the
awful state to which sin can bring you!
These poor and miserable congregants
around the pool of Bethesda were
described as impotent folks, blind, halt,
and withered (v. 3). Notice carefully that
these poor congregants are a vivid picture
of unsaved individuals today: who have
no strength (impotent) Romans 5:6; who

“A Pathetic Scene, but A Powerful Christ”
St. John 5:1-15

can’t see (blind) Ephesians 4:18; who
can’t walk for God (halt) Ephesians 2:2;
and certainly could not do any services for
God (withered) Ephesians 4:19. Yes, oh
yes, an unsaved person (one who has not
accepted the claims of the Gospel - I
Corinthians 15:3-4), is one who has no
strength. Furthermore, he is one who is
blind (blind to his own need of a Saviour);
he is halt (lame and unable to walk aright
for God); and he is withered (paralyzed
and unable to do deeds of righteousness
for God). And like the poor congregants
of the Jerusalem scene, many unsaved
ones are still placing their trust in the
wrong object, instead of looking to the
great Physician of the ages. The poor con-
gregants in Jerusalem had their trust and
hope in the pool rather than in the power-
ful Christ the Son of God. I trust that any-
one reading this article might turn to

Christ to heal your sin-sick condition, for
only Christ has the power to sufficiently
heal you and make you whole! In verses
5 and 6, we have a description of a certain
man, who had an infirmity of thirty-eight
years (v. 5), and Christ’s puzzling question
to him — “Wilt thou be made whole?” (v.
6). Through the Lord’s matchless sover-
eign grace, He singled out one man among
this helpless and hopeless crowd to mani-
fest His undue compassion. God, in His
matchless grace, does not have to vindi-
cate why He chooses, for grace in its full
dimensions is a free gift, and none of us
deserves it. The fact that you believe now
in the Gospel account indicates that you
have been showered by God’s grace!
Christ, the great Physician, asked this man
a perplexing question (v. 6). Yet, this man
who had been afflicted so long, could only
talk about his helpless condition — his

inability to get into the troubled water
before others (v. 7). Although the man
made no direct cry for the Master’s heal-
ing, in His sovereign grace, the Master
issues a powerful command, and immedi-
ately the man was healed of his infirmity
(v. 9). Because the healing took place on
the Sabbath (v. 9), the man encountered
his critics, and later we find him being
confronted in the temple by Christ who
said — “Behold, thou art made whole: sin
no more, lest a worse thing come unto
thee” (v. 14). This man who once had a
trial of sickness is now testifying that
Christ made him whole (v. 15).

May God truly bless!

By Rev. Johnny C. Smith
Editorial Columnist
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JOB POSTING

Tek Spikes, LLC, a Farmers Branch, Texas Based IT
Firm has Multiple openings for JOB ID 20200803:
Software Developer.

These positions require Masters degree in the related
field. Details at Travel/relocation may be required.
Send resume to admin@tekspikes.com including the
JOB ID.

NEWS YOU OUGHT TO KNOW

Dallas police plan changes
after examining protest
response

DALLAS (AP) — A report released
by Dallas police on their response to
protests that followed the killing of
George Floyd in Minneapolis outlines
changes the department plans to make,
including who can authorize the use of
tear gas and how to train for incidents
involving mass arrests.

Dallas police released the report late
Friday, detailing the first four nights of
protests that began May 29 following
the death days earlier of Floyd, a Black
man who died after a white
Minneapolis police officer pressed his
knee against Floyd’s neck. Floyd’s
death sparked protests around the globe
against racial injustice and police bru-
tality.

The report found that Dallas police
leaders struggled with operational
plans, communication and keeping a
unified command structure amid the
downtown protests.

Dallas Police Chief U. Renee Hall
said in a meeting Friday with editorial
board prior to the report’s release that it
highlights mistakes.

“Whatever we do as a police depart-
ment, we’ll acknowledge it, we’ll fix it,
and move forward,” Hall said.

The report says that officers for the
first two days of protests didn’t have
clear rules of engagement. The report
also noted training shortcomings by
commanders who struggled to make
rapid decisions.

Images taken of events that weekend
showed violent demonstrations result-
ing in chaos just hours after a peaceful
protest began.

The report says that the department

is investigating about 50 use-of-force
complaints during the four days with
help from the Office of Community
Police Oversight.

In those four days, two people and
six officers reported serious injuries,
the report said. A police horse was seri-
ously injured. Three police vehicles
were burned and many others were
vandalized.

Hall told the newspaper that she’s
already made some policy changes
after reflecting on the department’s
response.

She formalized a duty-to-intervene
policy, which requires officers who wit-
ness misconduct to stop and report it.
She also issued a department order lim-
iting the use of pepper-ball weapons
and other less-lethal ammunition in
crowd control.

Dallas ISD Kkicks off three-week effort to provide every elementary
student with an iPad or Chromebook

By the HUB

Dallas ISD gave out about 4,000
iPads and Chromebooks to elementary
students at 16 schools on Aug. 17, kick-
ing off a three-week effort to provide
every elementary school student with a
device prior to the start of school on
Sept. 8.

Parents each receive a backpack of
supplies for each student. Inside that
backpack is the assigned computing
device, charger, earbuds, a mobile
Internet hotspot if the student doesn’t
have access to the Internet at home, and
basic instructions in both English and
Spanish for logging in and how to get
technical support.

Parents with a student enrolled at the
campus do not need to separately regis-

ter to pick up a device. A parent with
questions regarding their child’s enroll-
ment status at the campus should con-
tact the school directly.

Elementary schools will hold make-
up distribution date for families who
can’t make it to the school’s assigned
day or had not enrolled in the school
prior to distribution date. Due to the
physical constraints of school drive-
ways and potential traffic impacts,
many elementary schools are now
holding the device distributions inside
the campus. Social distancing best
practices are implemented inside the
school for device pickup. Families who
wish to remain outside the campus to
pickup the device can let a district rep-

resentative at the campus know and
will be accommodated.

Each Dallas ISD secondary student
should already have been provided a
computing device and, if requested, a
mobile Internet hotspot. For secondary
students who are new to the district—or
need their device repaired or replaced—
the district will hold events prior to the
start of school.

Any Dallas ISD family needing
Internet connection can go here for the
mobile hotspot request form.

Dallas ISD IT staff will be on ele-
mentary campuses from 8 a.m.—5 p.m.
and distribute the devices based on the
time frames:

Cigniti Technologies, Inc., in Irving, TX has multiple
openings for IT professionals to serve clients located
throughout the U.S. in the following skill sets: Quality
Assurance JO-023 & Project Managers, JO-020.
Positions require a B.S. in related field. Some require
M.S. Some positions require relevant experience.
Entry level positions are available with M.S. and no
exp. Sr. level positions are also available. Must be
willing to travel/relocate. Apply online at www.cigni-
ti.com. Applicants must have authority to work perma-
nently in the U.S
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Pelosi says postmas-
ter has no plans to
restore mail cuts

By LISA MASCARO and ANTHONY IZA-
GUIRRE

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Postal
Service faced more questions and a
federal lawsuit Wednesday over mail
disruptions, despite assurances by
President Donald Trump’s postmaster
general of no more service changes
until after the November election — a
pledge made only after a public outcry.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said
Postmaster General Louis DeJoy told
her he has no intention of restoring
removed blue mailboxes or sorting
equipment and no plans for employee
overtime. Senate Democratic leader
Chuck Schumer said officials are with-
holding information about Deloy’s
selection to the job. With the agency in

turmoil, civil and voting rights advo-
cates are suing to bring mail operations
back to normal.

Pelosi, D-Calif., said she told DeJoy
in a phone call that his decision for a
temporary pause was ‘“wholly insuffi-
cient and does not reverse damage
already wreaked.”

The uproar over the Postal Service
is expected to spill out Friday as DeJoy
testifies before the Senate, and
Saturday as the House convenes for a
rare session. The House is set to vote
on legislation to reverse the service
changes and provide $25 billion to
shore up operations.

Widespread mail disruptions have
stunned Americans and led to warn-
ings that Trump is trying to undermine
the Postal Service as he rails against
mail-in ballots just as millions of peo-
ple are trying vote absentee to avoid
polling places during the COVID-19
crisis.

Civil and voting rights organiza-

tions said Wednesday they are suing to
immediately halt the changes and
restore operations.

“We never imagined that

we would be in this position with
one of the oldest and most trusted insti-
tutions in our country,” said Virginia
Kase, CEO of the League of Women
Voters.

Kase said even with DeJoy’s deci-
sion to halt the changes the organiza-
tion felt it had no choice but to go for-
ward with the others in the lawsuit.
“We need guarantees in place that this
will not happen again, prior to the elec-
tion,” she said.

Trump leveled more attacks on
absentee voting. “IF YOU CAN
PROTEST IN PERSON, YOU CAN
VOTE IN PERSON!” the president
tweeted.

The Dallas Post Tribune is
your community newspaper!

www.dallasposttrib.com and on facebook @thedallasposttribune
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day after season-ending leg injury

FRISCO, Texas (AP) — The
Dallas Cowboys released defensive
tackle Gerald McCoy on Tuesday, a
day after the newcomer sustained a
season-ending leg injury.

McCoy tore his right quadriceps
muscle Monday while engaging
defensive tackle Antwaun Woods dur-
ing an individual drill. It was the first
padded practice of training camp for
the Cowboys.

The injury waiver means the
Cowboys pay only the $3 million
signing bonus on the $18 million,
three-year contract McCoy signed as
a free agent during the offseason.

The 32-year-old McCoy was the
first of four significant additions on
the defensive line in free agency. He
and Dontari Poe were expected to
help fill the middle while pass rushers
Aldon Smith and Everson Griffen

were added to make things a little eas-
ier for DeMarcus Lawrence on the
outside.

The Cowboys activated Poe off the
physical unable to perform list
Tuesday, clearing him for his first
practice when workouts resume
Thursday. Poe missed the final five
games in Carolina last season after
tearing a quad muscle. The 30-year-
old is going into his ninth season.

McCoy spent his first nine seasons
with Tampa Bay. The 2013 All-Pro
has made six Pro Bowls and has 59
1/2 sacks in 10 seasons. McCoy was
in Carolina last year.

The Cowboys also signed offen-
sive tackle Pace Murphy.

The 32-year-old McCoy was the
first of four significant additions on
the defensive line in free agency. He
and Dontari Poe were expected to

help fill the middle while pass rushers
Aldon Smith and Everson Griffen
were added to make things a little eas-
ier for DeMarcus Lawrence on the
outside.

The Cowboys activated Poe off the
physical unable to perform list
Tuesday, clearing him for his first
practice when workouts resume
Thursday. Poe missed the final five
games in Carolina last season after
tearing a quad muscle. The 30-year-
old is going into his ninth season.

McCoy spent his first nine seasons
with Tampa Bay. The 2013 All-Pro
has made six Pro Bowls and has 59
1/2 sacks in 10 seasons. McCoy was
in Carolina last year.

The Cowboys also signed offen-
sive tackle Pace Murphy.

Ed Bell Construction Company
An Equal Opportunity Emplover

August 3, 2020

highway market locally.

Paving Machine Operator

.

¢ Finishers (Structures, Paving)

» Loader Operator (Earthwork)

o Form Setters (Structures, Paving)

+  Motor Grader Operator (Earthwork)
.

Dozer Operator (Earthwork)

Available: multiple openings
Rate: Negotiable
Must have own transportation

Physical and Drug Screen Required
Must have a Clear Background

We are currently hiring for the following positions:

CDL Drivers (Boom Truck, Haul Truck)

Laborers (Structures, Earthwork, Paving)
Excavator Operator (Underground, Earthwork)

Must be at least 18 years old (CDL Driver, 21 yrs)

Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor doing business in the North Texas
market since 1963. With clients such as TxDOT. Dallas County Public Works, and the Cities of Dallas,
Fort Worth, Richardson and Mansficld (plus many others), we have a strong backlog of work in the

Years of Expenience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 vears (depending on position)

Must AFFLY IN PERSON at 10605 Harry Hines Blvd., Dallas, TX 75220 from Tam-| lam Mon-Fn.
Please visit our website: www edbellconstruction com/careers
Or email vour resume to: carcers@edbellconstruction.com

2020August History

My Day
A Week in August

Picture book on Kamala
Harris coming Aug. 25

NEW YORK (AP) —
That didn’t take long:
Just weeks after mak-
ing history as the run-
ning mate for
Democratic nominee
Joe Biden, Sen.
Kamala Harris will be
the subject of a new
picture book.

Simon & Schuster
Children’s Publishing
announced
Wednesday that
prize-winning author
Nikki Grimes has
written “Kamala
Harris: Rooted in
Justice,” which fea-
tures illustrations by
Laura Freeman. The
book comes out
August 25.

In June, Simon &
Schuster published
“Joey: The Story of
Joe Biden,” a picture
book written in part
by his wife, Jill Biden.

Harris, a California
Democrat, is the first
Black woman and
first Asian American
woman named to a
major party presiden-
tial ticket. Later on
Wednesday, she was
scheduled to accept
her nomination at the
Democratic National
Convention.

The month of August has some won-
drous significant dates. However, we
know that history is made every day,
ever evolving and ever full of surprises
that needs recording. Herewith is a
week in August that packs the shaping
of African Americans with consistent
consecutive history memories:

August 6: President Lyndon Johnson
signs the voting rights bill in 1965.

August 7: Ralph Bunche was born in
1903. He was the first African
American Noble Prize winner.

August 8: Explorers are often missed
in our history, but Matthew A. Henson
was the first to reach the North Pole.
He was born in 1865.

August 9: African American Inventors
are seldom acknowledged in our histo-
ry also, but Annie Turnbo Malone, was
the first to invent the pressing comb in
1900. She was born in 1869.

August 11: Senator Kamala Harris,
the first Women of Color, is

announced as the Vice President run-
ning mate to the presumptive nominee,
Joe Biden, President of the United
States. This historic announcement is
made on Tuesday, August 11,2020,
eighty-eight( 88) days before the
national election in 2020. Early com-
ments are that Senator Harris is the
‘best candidate’ to compliment the
Former Vice President -turn -apparent
front runner, President-to-be. Highly
known in the Democratic field, Senator
Harris of California, has had the presi-
dency on her mind for over a year now.
After all, she was one of 22 Democratic
candidates who lined up for the job.
She later dropped out of running citing
‘money handicaps’. On the light side
as common remark about the potential
Vice President is about her laugh. Most
of her close peers, speak of her laugh,
‘that deep, body shaking laugh of hers”.
Senator Harris has remained among the
top-polling Democrats trending now
more than two(2)years.

Senator Harris’ parents came to
America, both immigrants, to attend
the University of California. Shyamala

Gopalan, Harris’ mother, came from
India to receive her PhD in Nutrition
and Endocrinology. Her father, Donald
Harris, came from Jamaica to study
economics. Ironically her parents met
in the 1960s in the civil rights move-
ment.

Most amazingly, on this same date,
General Colin Powell is nominated as
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in
1989. As you know, General Colin
Powell , is a Jamaican American
Military Official and Diplomat.

August 11: The Watts Riots start in
1965.
August 12: Born into slavery in 1818,

Frederick Douglass’ home in
Washington DC, in 1922 is declared a
national memorial.

As usual, I am out of time and space.
And . .. the rest is history.

Esterdavis2000@gmail.com

Congresswoman Johnson Holds Virtual Meeting with DFW U.S.
Postal Service Leadership

LSS CONgresswonall,
Eddle Bermce
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Dallas, TX-
Congresswoman  Eddie
Bernice Johnson virtually
met with Dallas County
Postmaster, Yulonda
Francis-Love; Dallas
District Manager, Scott
Hooper; and Manager of
Retail/Marketing, Joanne
Scarpelli to hear how the
federal government could
better support the

safeguarding processes,

operational needs, and
service standards of the
DFW United States Postal
Service (USPS).

“During this pandemic it
is critical that the operation
of the USPS be protected.
Residents

and businesses in Dallas
and across the country rely
on it to receive their med-
ication, bills, and other
important documents in a

timely, safe, and reliable
fashion.” said
Congresswoman Johnson.
“After my meeting with
Dallas County USPS offi-
cials, I am pleased to know
that they will continue to
service our communities as
they have always done.
Later this week, with my
strong support,

House Democrats will
introduce a bill, H.R. 8015,

the  “Delivering  for
America Act,” that will
prohibit Postal Service
from implementing or
approving any changes to
the operations or service
levels in effect on January
1, 2020, that would impede
prompt, reliable, and effi-
cient service.”
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continued from page 1

minding their own business
just because of the color of
their skin. They see an enti-
tlement that says only cer-
tain people belong here, that
greed is good, and winning
is everything because as
long as you come out on top,
it doesn’t matter what hap-
pens to everyone else. And
they see what happens when
that lack of empathy is
ginned up into outright dis-
dain.

They see our leaders
labeling fellow citizens ene-
mies of the state while
emboldening torch-bearing
white supremacists. They
watch in horror as children
are torn from their families
and thrown into cages, and
pepper spray and rubber bul-
lets are used on peaceful
protestors for a photo-op.

Sadly, this is the America
that is on display for the next
generation. A nation that’s
underperforming not simply
on matters of policy but on
matters of character. And
that’s not just disappointing;
it’s downright infuriating,
because I know the good-
ness and the grace that is out
there in households and
neighborhoods all across
this nation.

And I know that regard-
less of our race, age, reli-
gion, or politics, when we
close out the noise and the
fear and truly open our
hearts, we know that what’s
going on in this country is
just not right. This is not
who we want to be.

So what do we do now?
What’s our strategy? Over
the past four years, a lot of
people have asked me,

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

So, it is up to us to add our voices
and our votes to the course of histo-
ry, echoing heroes like John Lewis
who said, “When You see something

that is not right, you must say
:something, You must do something.
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“When others are going so
low, does going high still
really work?” My answer:
going high is the only thing
that works, because when
we go low, when we use
those same tactics of degrad-
ing and dehumanizing oth-
ers, we just become part of
the ugly noise that’s drown-
ing out everything else. We
degrade ourselves. We
degrade the very causes for
which we fight.

But let’s be clear: going
high does not mean putting
on a smile and saying nice
things when confronted by
viciousness and cruelty.
Going high means taking the
harder path. It means scrap-
ing and clawing our way to
that mountain top. Going
high means standing fierce
against hatred while remem-
bering that we are one nation
under God, and if we want to
survive, we’ve got to find a
way to live together and
work together across our dif-
ferences.

And going high means
unlocking the shackles of
lies and mistrust with the
only thing that can truly set
us free: the cold hard truth.

So let me be as honest and
clear as I possibly can.
Donald Trump is the wrong
president for our country. He
has had more than enough
time to prove that he can do
the job, but he is clearly in
over his head. He cannot
meet this moment. He sim-
ply cannot be who we need
him to be for us. It is what it
is.

Now, I understand that
my message won’t be heard
by some people. We live in a
nation that is deeply divided,
and I am a Black woman

Michelle Obama’s speech to the

Democratic convention

speaking at the Democratic
Convention. But enough of
you know me by now. You
know that I tell you exactly
what I’m feeling. You know
I hate politics. But you also
know that I care about this
nation. You know how much
I care about all of our chil-
dren.

So if you take one thing
from my words tonight, it is
this: if you think things can-
not possibly get worse, trust
me, they can; and they will if
we don’t make a change in
this election. If we have any
hope of ending this chaos,
we have got to vote for Joe
Biden like our lives depend
on it.

I know Joe. He is a pro-
foundly decent man, guided
by faith. He was a terrific
vice president. He knows
what it takes to rescue an
economy, beat back a pan-
demic, and lead our country.
And he listens. He will tell
the truth and trust science.
He will make smart plans
and manage a good team.
And he will govern as some-
one who’s lived a life that
the rest of us can recognize.

When he was a kid, Joe’s
father lost his job. When he
was a young senator, Joe lost
his wife and his baby daugh-
ter. And when he was vice
president, he lost his beloved
son. So Joe knows the
anguish of sitting at a table
with an empty chair, which
is why he gives his time so
freely to grieving parents.
Joe knows what it’s like to
struggle, which is why he
gives his personal phone
number to kids overcoming
a stutter of their own.

His life is a testament to
getting back up, and he is

going to channel that same
grit and passion to pick us
all up, to help us heal and
guide us forward.

Now, Joe is not perfect.
And he’d be the first to tell
you that. But there is no per-
fect candidate, no perfect
president. And his ability to
learn and grow — we find in
that the kind of humility and
maturity that so many of us
yearn for right now. Because
Joe Biden has served this
nation his entire life without
ever losing sight of who he
1s; but more than that, he has
never lost sight of who we
are, all of us.

Joe Biden wants all of our
kids to go to a good school,
see a doctor when they’re
sick, live on a healthy plan-
et. And he’s got plans to
make all of that happen. Joe
Biden wants all of our kids,
no matter what they look
like, to be able to walk out
the door without worrying
about being harassed or
arrested or killed. He wants
all of our kids to be able to
go to a movie or a math class
without being afraid of get-
ting shot. He wants all our
kids to grow up with leaders
who won’t just serve them-
selves and their wealthy
peers but will provide a safe-
ty net for people facing hard
times.

And if we want a chance
to pursue any of these goals,
any of these most basic
requirements for a function-
ing society, we have to vote
for Joe Biden in numbers
that cannot be ignored.
Because right now, folks
who know they cannot win
fair and square at the ballot
box are doing everything
they can to stop us from vot-

ing. They’re closing down
polling places in minority
neighborhoods. They’re
purging voter rolls. They’re
sending people out to intim-
idate voters, and they’re
lying about the security of
our ballots. These tactics are
not new.

But this is not the time to
withhold our votes in protest
or play games with candi-
dates who have no chance of
winning. We have got to
vote like we did in 2008 and
2012. We’ve got to show up
with the same level of pas-
sion and hope for Joe Biden.
We’ve got to vote early, in
person if we can. We’ve got
to request our mail-in ballots
right now, tonight, and send
them back immediately and
follow-up to make sure
they’re received. And then,
make sure our friends and
families do the same.

We have got to grab our
comfortable shoes, put on
our masks, pack a brown bag
dinner and maybe breakfast
too, because we’ve got to be
willing to stand in line all
night if we have to.

Look, we have already
sacrificed so much this year.
So many of you are already
going that extra mile. Even
when you’re exhausted,
you’re mustering up
unimaginable courage to put
on those scrubs and give our
loved ones a fighting
chance. Even when you’re
anxious, you’re delivering
those packages, stocking
those shelves, and doing all
that essential work so that all
of us can keep moving for-
ward.

Even when it all feels so
overwhelming, working par-
ents are somehow piecing it

all together without child
care. Teachers are getting
creative so that our kids can
still learn and grow. Our
young people are desperate-
ly fighting to pursue their
dreams.

And when the horrors of
systemic racism shook our
country and our con-
sciences, millions of
Americans of every age,
every background rose up to
march for each other, crying
out for justice and progress.

This is who we still are:
compassionate,  resilient,
decent people whose for-
tunes are bound up with one
another. And it is well past
time for our leaders to once
again reflect our truth.

So, it is up to us to add
our voices and our votes to
the course of history, echo-
ing heroes like John Lewis
who said, “When you see
something that is not right,
you must say something.
You must do something.”
That is the truest form of
empathy: not just feeling,
but doing; not just for our-
selves or our kids, but for
everyone, for all our kids.

And if we want to keep
the possibility of progress
alive in our time, if we want
to be able to look our chil-
dren in the eye after this
election, we have got to
reassert our place in
American history. And we
have got to do everything we
can to elect my friend, Joe
Biden, as the next president
of the United States.

Thank you all. God bless.

How Black women cleared a path for Harris to be the
By KAT STAFFORD

(AP/Photo)

DETROIT (AP) — When
Hazel Dukes stepped onto
the Democratic National
Convention stage in 1972 to
second Shirley Chisholm’s
presidential nomination, it
amounted to more than his-
tory.

It was a moment of hope.

The legacy of Chisholm,
who famously said she was
“unbossed and unbothered,”
was cemented that day as
the first Black woman to run
for the Democratic Party’s
presidential  nomination.
Dukes said Chisholm and
others hoped her historic run
would lay the foundation for
future generations of Black
women to ascend into pow-
erful political roles to usher
in systemic change within
their communities.

And 48 years later, that
hope is being realized as
Party’s vice presidential

nomination on Wednesday.
|

She will be the first Black
woman and first Asian
American woman named to
a major party presidential
ticket.

“Shirley exhibited the
strength of Ida B. Wells,
Mary McLeod Bethune and
Fannie Lou Hamer and she
was a powerhouse,” said
Dukes, 88, a lifelong activist
and current president of the
NAACP New York State
Conference. “African
American women, we’ve
been in this struggle. And
now we are showing our
power and our strength. We
are saying this is our
moment and our space, and
we are claiming it.”

That energy could decide
whether Harris and Joe
Biden win in November.
Black voters, especially
women, are a critical part of
the Democratic coalition
and could sway the results in
critical states. But historical-

ly, Black women have
fought the racism and sex-
ism that prevented them
from having prominent roles
within the movements for
women’s suffrage and civil
rights. While their organiz-
ing and political contribu-
tions had  measurable
impact, experts say, they
were largely relegated to the
sidelines, or in some cases,
seemingly wiped from the

historical record.
Mrs. Obama hinted at the

legacy of Black women in
politics and how, even in
2020, a Black woman
speaking with conviction at
the convention might not be
met with open arms by
some, a stark reminder that
the road to prominence
within politics and the
Democratic Party has not
been easy for women of
color, especially Black
women.

“Now, I understand that

my message won’t be heard
by some people,” Mrs.
Obama said. “We live in a
nation that is deeply divid-
ed, and I am a Black woman
speaking at the Democratic
convention.”

The first Black woman to
run technically for vice pres-
ident was Charlotta Bass in
1952. Bass, who was a
newspaper publisher, ran
through the Progressive
Party, according to author
and Johns Hopkins
University history professor
Martha Jones.

Bass receives little atten-
tion, Jones said, because her
radical ideas at the time
were met with great resist-
ance.

“I think there’s a tempta-
tion to kind of sanitize Black
women’s political history,
and I think part of the reason
we don’t remember Bass is
because she doesn’t fit a
shiny, polished mold of
respectable Black women,”
said Jones, whose forthcom-
ing book is “Vanguard: How
Black  Women  Broke
Barriers, Won the Vote, and
Insisted on Equality for
AlL”

“Black women have
always been ambitious and
nimble and willing to
engage in a broad range of
political in order to figure
out the problem of an
American democracy that
for so long disappoints
Black views Americans,”
she said.

But the legacy of Black

women extends beyond pol-
itics, according to Johnnetta
Cole, who became the first
African American female
president of historically
Black Spelman College and
national chair of the
National Council of Negro
Women.

“I have had this extraor-
dinary honor of seeing
strong Black women lead-
ers, and there’s an expres-
sion of, ‘If you see one, you
can be one’,” said Cole, who
was mentored by civil rights
legends Mary McLeod
Bethune and  Dorothy
Height. There’s no question
that our foremothers paved
the way. But while we can
talk in a moment about the
extraordinary, exquisite
selection of Sen. Kamala
Harris, let’s not declare that
it’s all victory.”

And younger grassroots
organizers are balancing the
historic nature of Harris’
selection with her record as
California attorney general
and district attorney in San
Francisco, which some
believe could make it diffi-
cult for her and Biden to gal-
vanize support among
younger Black and Latino
voters.

Some of Harris’ critics
say she focused on issues
that punished poor and
minority families. Among
them, she took on truancy
and supported a statewide
law modeled on her city ini-
tiative that threatened par-
ents with jail time, fines and

VP pick

lost public benefits if they
failed to send their children
to school. But in recent
years, Harris has supported
more progressive criminal
justice reform measures.

Karissa  Lewis, the
Movement for Black Lives’
national field director, said
she knows many activists
who are inspired by Harris
and others who have been
“deeply and negatively
impacted by some of the his-
torical legacy of Harris.”

But Lewis said it’s too
soon to yet know whether
Harris will truly follow in
the steps of women who
came before her like Fannie
Lou Hamer, a beloved civil
rights activist.

“It is clear to us at M4BL
that no matter who occupies
the White House in January,
it will require sustained
struggle in building our
political power to be able to
shape a true Black national
agenda,” Lewis said.

“Fannie Lou Hamer is the
model and someone that a
lot of folks in modern-day
movements look to,” she
said. “So thinking back to
some of Fannie’s powerful
speeches, it was clear that
she was speaking for the
people and felt accountable
to the people. I think time
will tell if Harris sees herself
aligned with movement and
brings movement along with
her.”
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