
Opioid Surveillance 
Overview
Lee Mendoza, PhD



Contributors

 Continuing projects

 New projects

 Current data

 Future 



OD2A 
Surveillance 
Activities

Continuing 
Projects

 Report ED data from syndromic surveillance “chief 
complaint” data on suspected drug overdoses. 

 Work with coroners and toxicology labs to collect 
descriptions of drug overdose death circumstances; report 
to CDC and disseminate trends through BHI data products

 Funds directed to NMS Labs for comprehensive toxicology 
testing on behalf of 56 parish coroners. 

 Continuation of death, injury, and healthcare utilization 
data on LODSS (https://lodss.ldh.la.gov) 
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New Projects

 Examine the associations between opioid morbidity and 
mortality with social, psychological, and environmental 
factors in Louisiana

 Publish more detailed summary data on the demographics 
of opioid prescription data

 More analysis of toxicology data – types and combinations 
of drugs used

 Evaluation of reported drug specificity before and after the 
implementation of the LEERS “Opioid Button.”

 Pilot parish-wide implementation of ODMAP in Orleans 
Parish



https://lodss.ldh.la.gov/https://lodss.ldh.la.gov

https://lodss.ldh.la.gov/
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Source: Louisiana Electronic Event Registration System, extracted from the Louisiana Opioid Data 
Surveillance System. 
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Source: Louisiana Electronic Event Registration System, extracted from the Louisiana Opioid Data 
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Deaths by Specific Opioid Drugs Used—Louisiana, 2014-2018
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Source: Louisiana Electronic Event Registration System, extracted from the Louisiana Opioid Data 
Surveillance System. 

Drug Poisoning Deaths by Region —Louisiana, 2014-2018
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Source: Louisiana Electronic Event Registration System, extracted from the Louisiana Opioid Data 
Surveillance System. 
*Opioid overdose defined as an opioid-related ICD-CM code in any diagnosis or external cause of injury field  
**Hospitals switched from ICD9 coding to ICD10 coding in October 2015, which may affect Q1 ’16 totals.

Hospital admissions involving opioid poisoning* and heroin poisoning by quarter**

Louisiana, 2014 - 2018
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Source: LDH Office of Behavioral Health Data Warehouse
*Count of unduplicated Medicaid Recipients receiving Substance Use Residential services (ASAM 3.1, 3.2-WM, 3.3, 
3.5, 3.7, 3.7-WM), Intensive Outpatient services (ASAM 2.1), or Inpatient Hospital Withdrawal Management 
services (ASAM 4-WM) during State Fiscal Year

Medicaid members receiving Substance Use Disorder treatment services* 

State Fiscal Years 2015-2018



Data tools:
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Fact sheets:
Deaths & 
Injury


