
Exemptions to Engineering Licensure Laws: 

A State-by-State Summary 

August 2016 

The following compilation of industrial, manufacturing, and governmental exemptions to
engineering licensure laws has been developed by the National Society of Professional Engineers 
to provide detailed information about the breadth and scope of these exemptions nationwide.

Since its founding in 1934, NSPE, as well as its state societies, members, and the professional 
engineering community, has sought to address exemptions in state and territorial engineering 
licensure laws.  

As stated in NSPE Professional Policy 173, “all engineers who are in responsible charge of the 
practice of engineering as defined in the NCEES Model Law and Rules in a manner that 
potentially impacts the public health, safety, and welfare should be required by all state statutes 
to be licensed professional engineers. NSPE recommends the phasing out of existing industrial 
exemptions in state licensing laws.”

NSPE is providing this resource so that NSPE state societies and members can better understand 
the engineering licensure law exemptions. This survey is intended to provide useful information 
that NSPE state societies can share with legislators and policymakers in their work to protect the 
public safety, health, and welfare. 

This state-by-state survey focuses solely on industrial, manufacturing, and governmental 
exemptions to engineering licensure laws. Many state engineering licensure laws also contain 
additional exemptions for certain types of functions and activities. In addition, in some cases, 
state engineering licensure laws may be subject to interpretation by state attorneys general or 
state courts.



 

State Citation Language 

Alabama Sec. 34-11-

14 

Persons and acts exempt from chapter:  

 

3. The practice of officers and employees of the government 

of the United States while engaged within this state in the 

practice of engineering or land surveying for the 

government. This exception does not extend to any engineer 

or land surveyor engaged in the practice of professional 

engineering or land surveying whose compensation is based 

in whole or in part on a fee. 

 

4. The practice of engineering or land surveying with respect 

to transportation or utility facilities by any transportation 

company or public utility subject to regulation by the 

Alabama Public Service Commission, the Federal Aviation 

Administration, the Federal Communications Commission, 

the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, or the Nuclear 

Regulatory Commission, including its parents, affiliates, or 

subsidiaries; or by the officers and employees of any 

transportation company or public utility including its parents, 

affiliates, or subsidiaries. This exception shall not extend to 

any engineer or land surveyor engaged in the practice of 

engineering or land surveying whose compensation is based 

in whole or in part on a fee. 

 

5. The practice of engineering or land surveying by any 

person who is employed by the Alabama Department of 

Transportation prior to January 1, 1997, in any engineering 

or engineering assistant classification series under the State 

of Alabama Personnel Board, merit system. 

Alaska Sec. 

08.48.331 

Exemptions: 

 

3. An officer or employee of the United States government    

practicing architecture, engineering, land surveying, or 

landscape architecture as required by the person’s official 

capacity. 

 

10. An officer or employee of an individual, firm,           

partnership, association, utility, corporation, limited liability 

company, or limited liability partnership, who practices 

engineering, architecture, land surveying, or landscape 

architecture involved in the operation of the employer's 

business only, and further provided that neither the employee 

nor the employer offers engineering, architecture, land 

surveying, or landscape architecture services to the public; 

http://www.bels.alabama.gov/pdf/laws/Law%20&%20%20Code%20-%20September%202015.pdf
http://www.bels.alabama.gov/pdf/laws/Law%20&%20%20Code%20-%20September%202015.pdf
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/Portals/5/pub/aelsstatutesregs.pdf
https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/Portals/5/pub/aelsstatutesregs.pdf


exclusions under this paragraph do not apply to buildings or 

structures whose primary use is public occupancy.  

Arizona 32-144 Exemptions and limitations; definition: 

 

C. The requirements of this chapter shall not apply to work 

done by any communications common carrier or its affiliates 

or any public service corporation or manufacturing industry 

or by full-time employees of any of them, provided such 

work is in connection with or incidental to the products, 

systems or nonengineering services of such communications 

common carrier or its affiliates or public service corporation 

or manufacturing industry, and provided that the engineering 

service is not offered directly to the public. 

Arkansas  No industrial exemption found. 

California 6747 

 

Exemption for industries: 

 

a. This chapter, except for those provisions that apply to civil 

engineers and civil engineering, shall not apply to the 

performance of engineering work by a manufacturing, 

mining, public utility, research and development, or other 

industrial corporation, or by employees of that corporation, 

provided that work is in connection with, or incidental to, the 

products, systems, or services of that corporation or its 

affiliates. 

 

b. For purposes of this section, “employees” also includes 

consultants, temporary employees, contract employees, and 

those persons hired pursuant to third-party contracts. 

Colorado 12-25-103 Exemptions: 

 

c. Partnerships, professional associations, joint stock 

companies, limited liability companies, or corporations, or 

the employees of any such organizations, who perform 

engineering services for 

themselves or their affiliates.  

 

g. Individuals who are employed by and perform engineering 

services solely for a county, city and county, or municipality.  

 

i. Individuals who are employed by and perform engineering 

services solely for the federal government. 

Connecticut Sec. 20-309 Exemptions: 

 

The following persons shall be exempt from the provisions 

of this chapter:  

 

http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/32/00144.htm&Title=32&DocType=ARS
http://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/laws/pe_act.pdf
file:///C:/Users/ncox/Downloads/Professional%20Engineers%20Practice%20Act.pdf
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_391.htm#sec_20-309


2. Any corporation whose operations are under the 

jurisdiction of the Public Utilities Regulatory Authority and 

the officers and employees of any such corporation or any 

contracting corporation affiliated with any such corporation. 

3. Any manufacturing or scientific research and development 

corporation and the officers and employees of any such 

corporation while engaged in the performance of their 

employment by such corporation, provided the engineering 

work performed by such corporation, officers and employees 

shall be incidental to the research and development or 

manufacturing activities of such corporation. 

 

4. Officers and employees of the government of the United 

States while engaged within this state in the practice of the 

profession of engineering or land surveying for said 

government. 

Delaware §2803 Definitions: 

 

25. Practice of engineering’ or ‘to practice engineering’ 

includes any professional service performed for the general 

public such as consultation, investigation, evaluation, 

planning, design, or responsible supervision of construction 

or operation in connection with any public or private 

buildings, structures, utilities, machines, equipment, 

processes, works, or projects 

wherein the public welfare or the safeguarding of life, health 

or property is concerned or involved when such professional 

service requires the application of engineering principles and 

data, but it 

does not include the work ordinarily performed by persons 

who operate or maintain machinery or equipment, neither 

does it include engineering services performed by an 

employee of a firm or corporation that does not offer 

professional engineering services to the general public. 

District of 

Columbia 

Section 47-

2886.10 

Exemptions from part: 

 

7. The practice of engineering exclusively as an officer or 

employee of a public utility corporation by rendering to such 

corporation such service in connection with its facilities and 

property which are subject to supervision with respect to 

safety and security thereof by the Public Service 

Commission of the District of Columbia and so long as such 

person is thus actually and exclusively employed and no 

longer; provided, however, that each such public utility 

corporation shall employ at least 1 registered professional 

http://www.dape.org/files/2015%20Law%20Book.pdf
http://law.justia.com/codes/district-of-columbia/2012/division-viii/title-47/chapter-28/subchapter-iv/part-d/section-47-2886-10.html
http://law.justia.com/codes/district-of-columbia/2012/division-viii/title-47/chapter-28/subchapter-iv/part-d/section-47-2886-10.html


engineer who shall be in responsible charge of such 

engineering work. 

Florida 471.003 Qualifications for practice; exemptions: 

 

c. Regular full-time employees of a corporation not engaged 

in the practice of engineering as such, whose practice of 

engineering for such corporation is limited to the design or 

fabrication of manufactured products and servicing of such 

products. 

 

j. Any defense, space, or aerospace company, whether a sole 

proprietorship, firm, limited liability company, partnership, 

joint venture, joint stock association, corporation, or other 

business entity, subsidiary, or affiliate, or any employee, 

contract worker, subcontractor, or independent contractor of 

the defense, space, or aerospace company who provides 

engineering for aircraft, space launch vehicles, launch 

services, satellites, satellite services, or other defense, space, 

or aerospace-related product or services, or components 

thereof. 

Georgia § 43-15-29 Exceptions to operation of chapter: 

 

2. Officers and employees of the government of the United 

States while engaged within this state in the practice of 

professional engineering or land surveying for such 

government. 

 

4. Officers and employees of the Department of 

Transportation, except as required by Title 46, while 

engaged within this state in the practice of professional 

engineering or land surveying for such department. 

 

5. Any defense, aviation, space, or aerospace company. As 

used in this paragraph, the term “company” shall mean any 

sole proprietorship, firm, limited liability company, 

partnership, joint venture, joint stock association, 

corporation, or other business entity and any subsidiary or 

affiliate of such business entity. 

 

6. Any employee, contract worker, subcontractor, or 

independent contractor who works for a defense, aviation, 

space, or aerospace company that is not required to be 

licensed under the provisions of this chapter pursuant to 

paragraph (5) of this subsection and who provides 

engineering for aircraft, space launch vehicles, or other 

https://fbpe.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Chapter-471-04.13.15.pdf
http://sos.ga.gov/plb/acrobat/Laws/09_Professional_Engineers_and_Land_Surveyors.pdf


defense, aviation, space, or aerospace-related products or 

services, or any components thereof. 

 

c. This chapter shall not be construed as requiring 

registration for the purpose of practicing professional 

engineering or land surveying by an individual, firm, or 

corporation on property owned or leased by such individual, 

firm, or corporation unless the same involves the public 

safety or public health or for the 

performance of engineering which relates solely to the 

design or fabrication of manufactured products. 

Hawaii §464-3 Persons exempt from licensure: 

 

Persons practicing professional engineering, architecture, 

land surveying, or landscape architecture solely as officers or 

employees of the United States shall be exempted from the 

provisions of this chapter. 

Idaho 54-1223 Saving clause – Exemptions: 

 

f. The practice of engineering by employees of a business 

entity as long as the services provided by them are for 

internal business entity use only. 

Illinois Section 3 Application of the Act; Exemptions: 

 

(e) Nothing in this Act shall prevent: 

 

(3) The practice of officers and employees of the 

Government of the United States while engaged within this 

State in the practice of the profession of engineering for the 

Government. 

 

(4) Services performed by employees of a business 

organization engaged in utility, telecommunications, 

industrial, or manufacturing operations, or by employees of 

laboratory research affiliates of such business organization 

which are rendered in connection with the fabrication or 

production, sale, and installation of products, systems, or 

nonengineering services of the business organization or its 

affiliates. 

Indiana IC 25-31-1-

20 

Exempt Persons: 

 

b. This chapter does not require registration for the purpose 

of 

practicing engineering by an individual or a business: 

 

2. for the performance of engineering which relates solely to 

http://cca.hawaii.gov/pvl/files/2013/08/hrs_pvl_464.pdf
https://ipels.idaho.gov/forms_pubs/20160706Lawbook.pdf
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=1344&ChapAct=225%26nbsp%3BILCS%26nbsp%3B325%2F&ChapterID=24&ChapterName=PROFESSIONS+AND+OCCUPATIONS&ActName=Professional+Engineering+Practice+Act+of+1989%2E
https://iga.in.gov/static-documents/9/9/b/a/99ba03f6/TITLE25_AR31_ch1.pdf
https://iga.in.gov/static-documents/9/9/b/a/99ba03f6/TITLE25_AR31_ch1.pdf


the design or fabrication of manufactured products. 

Iowa 542B.26 Applicability of chapter: 

 

1. a. This chapter shall not apply to any full-time employee 

of any corporation while doing work for that corporation, 

except in the case of corporations offering their services to 

the public as professional engineers or professional land 

surveyors. 

 

2. This chapter shall not apply to any professional engineer 

or professional land surveyor working for the United States 

government, nor to any professional engineer or professional 

land surveyor employed as an assistant to a professional 

engineer or professional land surveyor licensed under this 

chapter if such assistant is not placed in responsible charge 

of any work involving the practice of engineering or land 

surveying work, nor to the operation or maintenance of 

power and mechanical plants or systems. 

Kansas 74-7033 Engineering; exemptions from requirements for licensure or 

certification: 

 

c. Persons engaged in planning, drafting and designing of 

products manufactured for resale to the public. 

Kentucky 322.030 Exceptions to KRS 322.020: 

2. The practice of engineering or land surveying by officers 

and employees of the United States government while 

engaged in engineering or land surveying for the 

government. 

 

4. An engineer or land surveyor engaged solely as an officer 

or employee of a privately owned public utility or of a 

business entity engaged in interstate commerce as defined in 

the Interstate Commerce Act (24 Stat. 379) as amended. 

 

6. The practice of engineering related solely to the design or 

fabrication of manufactured products. This exemption does 

not extend to site-specific engineering work for Kentucky 

locations. 

Louisiana §701 Public and private work; application of provisions: 

 

C. This Chapter shall not apply to, affect, interfere with, or in 

any way regulate employees of firms engaged in industrial 

operations, including but not limited to producing, 

processing, 

manufacturing, transmitting, distributing, or transporting, 

when performing services within the state of Louisiana in the 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2014/542B.pdf
https://ksbtp.ks.gov/docs/default-source/rules-and-regs/2016-june-law-book.pdf?status=Temp&sfvrsn=0.1705779826979692
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/chapter.aspx?id=38843
http://www.lapels.com/docs/Laws_and_Rules/WebLaw_2012.pdf


course and scope of the business of said firms or affiliates 

thereof. 

Maine §1255 Exemptions: 

 

4. Officers and employees of the Government of the United 

States while engaged within this State in the practice of the 

profession of engineering for said government. 

 

5. An officer or employee of a corporation engaged in 

interstate commerce as defined in the Act of Congress 

entitled "An Act to Regulate Commerce" approved February 

4, 1887, as amended, or in interstate communication as 

defined in the Act of Congress entitled "Communications 

Act of 1934" approved June 9, 1934, while working solely as 

an employee of such corporation. An officer or employee of 

such corporation customarily in responsible charge of the 

engineering work of such corporation within this State must 

be a licensee under this chapter. 

Maryland §14–302 (b)   An officer or employee of a corporation may practice 

engineering without a license if: 

(1)   the corporation is engaged in: 

(i)   manufacturing; 

(ii)   industrial processes; 

(iii)   industrial engineering; or 

(iv)   maintenance and repair of structures or equipment used 

in industrial processes or manufacturing. 

Massachusetts Section 81R Nothing in said sections shall be construed to prevent or to 

affect: 

 

g. the performance of engineering work or services by 

employees of a corporation engaged in manufacturing, 

research or development operations, which work or services 

are performed in connection with the research or 

development activities of, or the manufacture, sale, 

installation, maintenance, repair or service of the products of, 

such corporation, or of its parents, affiliates or subsidiaries; 

provided, that such research or development activities which 

are not related to the manufacture, sale, installation, 

maintenance, repair or service of the products of such 

corporation, or of its parents, affiliates or subsidiaries, are 

not primarily in connection with the construction of fixed 

works which are to be made available for use by the general 

public 

Michigan 339.2012 Persons exempted: 

 

http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/32/title32sec1255.html
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmStatutesText.aspx?article=gbo&section=14-302&ext=html&session=2016RS&tab=subject5
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXVI/Chapter112/Section81R
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(w1wmxfzniprdln2rawgg1amp))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-339-2012


(a) A professional engineer employed by a railroad or other 

interstate corporation, whose employment and practice is 

confined to the property of the corporation. 

 

(b) A designer of a manufactured product, if the 

manufacturer of the product assumes responsibility for the 

quality of the product. 

Minnesota 326.02 Limitation: 

 

Subd. 5. The provisions of sections 326.02 to 326.15 shall 

not apply to the preparation of plans and specifications for 

the erection, enlargement, or alteration of any building or 

other structure by any person, for that person's exclusive 

occupancy or use, unless such occupancy or use involves the 

public health 

or safety or the health or safety of the employees of said 

person, or of the buildings listed in section 326.03, 

subdivision 2, nor to any detailed or shop plans required to 

be furnished by a contractor to a registered engineer, 

landscape architect, architect, or certified interior designer, 

nor to any standardized manufactured product, nor to any 

construction superintendent supervising the execution of 

work designed by an architect, 

landscape architect, engineer, or certified interior designer 

licensed or certified in accordance with section 326.03, nor 

to the planning for and supervision of the construction and 

installation of work by an electrical or elevator contractor or 

master plumber as defined in and licensed pursuant to 

chapter 326B, where such 

work is within the scope of such licensed activity and not 

within the practice of professional engineering, or 

architecture, or where the person does not claim to be a 

certified interior designer as defined in subdivision 2, 3, or 

4b. 

Mississippi §73-13-41 Applicability: 

 

1. Sections 73-13-1 through 73-13-45 shall not be construed 

to prevent or to affect: 

 

(c) The practice of officers and employees of the government 

of the United States while engaged within this state in the 

practice of engineering for said government. 

 

(d) The performance of engineering services by any regular 

full-time employee of a manufacturing, research and 

development, railroad or other industrial corporation. 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=326&format=pdf
http://www.pepls.state.ms.us/pepls/web.nsf/webpageedit/Licensure_Law_PAGE_LL_PAGE_LL/$FILE/Law2015Final%20(7%20%201%20%202015).pdf?OpenElement


Missouri 327.191 3. Any person engaged in engineering who is a full-time, 

regular employee of a person engaged in manufacturing 

operations and which engineering so performed by such 

person relates to the manufacture, sale or installation of the 

products of such person, and does not affect the health, 

safety, and welfare of the public. 

Montana 37-67-101 Definitions: 

 

c. The term does not include the work ordinarily performed 

by persons who operate or maintain machinery or equipment, 

communication lines, signal circuits, electric powerlines, or 

pipelines. 

Nebraska 81-3453 Practice of engineering; exempted activities: 

 

11. Those services ordinarily performed by subordinates 

under direct supervision of a professional engineer or those 

commonly designated as locomotive, stationary, marine 

operating engineers, power plant operating engineers, or 

manufacturers who supervise the operation of or operate 

machinery or equipment or who supervise construction 

within their own plant.  

Nevada 625.095 Applicability of chapter: Persons exempt from provisions 

concerning licensure: 

 

1. The following persons are exempt from the provisions of 

this chapter which require licensure: 

 

b. Officers and employees of the United States Government 

who have qualified pursuant to federal regulations and have 

been authorized to do engineering for the Federal 

Government, but no such governmental officer or employee 

may engage in the private practice of engineering in Nevada 

unless licensed pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. 

 

2. The licensure requirements of this chapter do not apply to: 

 

a. The employees of interstate or intrastate public utility 

companies while they are engaged in work for those 

companies. 

New 

Hampshire 

310-A:27 Exemptions: 

 

III. The practice of officers and employees of the 

government of the United States while engaged within this 

state in the practice of engineering for the federal 

government 

New Jersey 45:8-40 Persons Exempt: 

http://www.moga.mo.gov/mostatutes/stathtml/32700001911.html
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/37/67/37-67-101.htm
https://ea.nebraska.gov/files/doc/EA_Handbook.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-625.html#NRS625Sec095
https://www.nh.gov/jtboard/pelaw.htm
http://www.njconsumeraffairs.gov/Statutes/professionalengineerslandsurveyorslaw.pdf


 

The following shall be exempted from the provisions of this 

chapter: 

 

4. Officers and employees of the Government of the United 

States while engaged within this State in the practice of 

professional engineering or land surveying, for said 

government. 

 

5. The practice of engineering or land surveying solely as an 

officer or employee of a corporation engaged in interstate 

commerce as defined in an act of Congress entitled "Act to 

regulate commerce," approved February 4, 1887, and as 

amended, unless the same affects public safety or health. 

New Mexico 61-23-22 ENGINEERING – EXEMPTIONS: 

 

B. An engineer employed by a firm, association or 

corporation who performs only the engineering services 

involved in the operation of the employer's business shall be 

exempt from the provisions of the Engineering and 

Surveying Practice Act, provided that neither the employee 

nor the employer offers engineering services to the public. 

New York §7208 Exempt persons: 

 

j. The practice of engineering or land surveying or having the 

title "engineer" or "surveyor" solely as an officer or an 

employee of a corporation engaged in interstate commerce. 

 

k. The practice of engineering by a manufacturing 

corporation or by employees of such corporation, or use of 

the title "engineer" by such employees, in connection with or 

incidental to goods produced by, or sold by, or 

nonengineering services rendered by, such corporation or its 

manufacturing affiliates. 

 

l. The practice of engineering or land surveying, or using the 

title "engineer" or "surveyor"  

 

(i) exclusively as an officer or employee of a public service 

corporation by rendering to such corporation such services in 

connection with its lines and property which are subject to 

supervision with respect to the safety and security thereof by 

the public service commission of this state, the interstate 

commerce commission or other federal regulatory body and 

so long as such person is thus actually and exclusively 

employed and no longer, or  

http://www.sblpes.state.nm.us/uploads/FileLinks/3a22dfad719d4b208229a6ac3d17b69c/2012_NM_Engineering_and_Surveying_Practice_Act_2013___WEBSITE.pdf
http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/pels/article145.htm#sect7208


(ii) exclusively as an officer or employee of the Long Island 

power authority or its service provider, as defined under 

section three-b of the public service law, by rendering to 

such authority or provider such services in connection with 

its lines and property which are located in such authority's 

service area and so long as such person is thus actually and 

exclusively employed and no longer.  

North Carolina § 89C-25 Limitations on application of Chapter: 

 

This Chapter shall not prevent the following activities: 

 

6. Practice by members of the Armed Forces of the United 

States; employees of the government of the United States 

while engaged in the practice of engineering or land 

surveying solely for the government on government owned 

works and projects; or practice by those employees of the 

Natural Resources Conservation Service, county employees, 

or employees of the 

Soil and Water Conservation Districts who have federal 

engineering job approval authority that involves the 

planning, designing, or implementation of best management 

practices on agricultural lands.  

 

8. (ii) the performance of internal engineering or survey 

work by a 

manufacturing or communications common carrier company, 

or by a research and development company, or by employees 

of those corporations provided that the work is in connection 

with, or incidental to products of, or nonengineering services 

rendered by those corporations or their affiliates. 

 

9. The routine maintenance or servicing of machinery, 

equipment, facilities or structures, the work of mechanics in 

the performance of their established functions, or the 

inspection or supervision of construction by a foreman, 

superintendent, or agent of the architect or professional 

engineer, or services 

of an operational nature performed by an employee of a 

laboratory, a manufacturing plant, a public service 

corporation, or governmental operation.  

North Dakota 43-19.1-29 Exemption clause: 

 

This chapter does not prevent or affect: 

 

4. The practice of engineering or land surveying by any 

individual regularly employed to perform engineering 

http://www.ncbels.org/rules/Chapter_89C%20thru%202015%20Session%20Laws.pdf
http://legis.nd.gov/cencode/t43c19-1.pdf


services solely for that individual's employer or for a 

subsidiary or affiliated corporation or limited liability 

company of that individual's employer, providing the 

services performed are in connection with the property, 

products, or services of that individual's employer, unless the 

board determines the property, products, or 

services are of a unique type requiring registration to protect 

the public. 

 

5. The performance of work ordinarily performed by a 

person that operates or maintains machinery or equipment. 

Ohio 4733.18 Temporary registration; exceptions: 

 

B. (1) The following persons are exempt from this chapter: 

 

b. Officers and employees of the government of the United 

States while engaged within this state in the practice of 

engineering or surveying, for that government. 

 

c. An engineer engaged solely as an officer of a privately 

owned public utility. 

 

(2) This chapter does not require registration for the purpose 

of practicing professional engineering, or professional 

surveying by an individual, firm, or corporation on property 

owned or leased by that individual, firm, or corporation 

unless the same involves the public welfare or the 

safeguarding of life, health, or property, or for the 

performance of engineering or surveying which relates solely 

to the design or fabrication of manufactured products. 

Oklahoma  No industrial exemption found. 

Oregon 672.060 Exceptions to application of ORS 672.002 to 672.325: 

 

6. The performance of engineering work by a person, or by 

full-time employees of the person, provided: 

 

a. The work is in connection with or incidental to the 

operations of the person; and 

 

b. The engineering work is not offered directly to the public. 

Pennsylvania Section 5 Exemption from Licensure and Registration: 

 

c. The practice of engineering, land surveying or geology by 

officers and employees of the United States Government for 

the 

said government. 

http://www.peps.ohio.gov/4733/473318.aspx
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors672.html
http://www.dos.pa.gov/ProfessionalLicensing/BoardsCommissions/EngineersLandSurveyorsandGeologists/Documents/Board%20Documents/Board%20Document%20-%20Law.pdf


 

d. Except as otherwise provided in subsection (g) of this 

section, 

the practice of engineering or land surveying by a regular 

employee of a public utility company, as defined by the 

Public 

Utility Code (66 Pa.C.S. § 101 et seq.) in connection with 

the 

facilities of such public utility, which are subject to 

regulation by 

the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission: Provided, That 

such 

public utility shall employ at least one professional engineer, 

as defined in this act, who shall be in responsible charge of 

such utility’s engineering work and shall employ at least one 

professional land surveyor, as defined in this act, who shall 

be in 

responsible charge of such utility’s land surveying. 

 

g. The practice of engineering, land surveying or geology 

work 

by a manufacturing, mining, communications common 

carrier, 

research and development or other industrial corporation or 

by employees of such corporation, provided such work is in 

connection with or incidental to products of, or non-

engineering 

services rendered by, such corporation or its affiliates. 

Rhode Island § 5-8-21 Exemptions: 

 

4. Federal employees. The practice by officers and 

employees of the government of the United States while 

engaged within this state in the practice of engineering for 

that government; provided, that no right to practice 

engineering accrues to those persons as to any other 

engineering work. The rights to registration after leaving 

government employment shall not be granted except under 

the provisions established under § 5-8-11. 

 

5. Railroad, telephone, telegraph, and other public utility 

companies. The practice of engineering, as prescribed in this 

chapter, by railroad, telephone, telegraph, and other public 

utility companies, and their officers and employees while 

engaged in the work of those companies in this state; 

provided, that the practice is carried on under the responsible 

charge of an engineer or engineers in this state, or in any 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/title5/5-8/5-8-21.HTM


other state under requirements equivalent to those prescribed 

in this chapter; and provided, that no right to practice 

engineering accrues to any unregistered person as to any 

other engineering work. 

 

6. Manufacturing corporations. The practice of engineering, 

as prescribed in this chapter, by manufacturing corporations, 

and their officers and employees while engaged in 

manufacturing, research and development activities for those 

corporations. 

 

7. Research and development corporations. The practice of 

engineering, as prescribed in this chapter, by research and 

development corporations, and their officers and employees 

while engaged in research and development activities for that 

corporation. 

South Carolina 40-22-280 Exceptions from application of chapter: 

 

3. the engineering work of regular employees of the 

government of the United States officially performing their 

duties for their employer on federal lands within this State, in 

the practice of engineering for the government, and where 

specified by federal statute. 

 

5. the work or practice of a regular employee of a public 

utility, a telephone utility, or an electrical utility by rendering 

to the employing company engineering service in connection 

with its facilities which are subject to regulation, 

supervision, and control in order to safeguard life, health, 

and property by the Public Service Commission of this State, 

so long as the person is actually and exclusively employed. 

Engineering work not related to the exemption in this item 

where the safety of the public is directly involved must be 

accomplished by or under the responsible charge of a 

professional engineer. 

 

6. the work or practice of a regular employee of an electric 

cooperative, when rendering to the employing cooperative 

engineering service in connection with its facilities which are 

subject to regulations and inspections of the Rural Electric 

Administration, if the person is actually and exclusively 

employed. Engineering work not related to the exemption in 

this item where the safety of the public is directly involved 

must be accomplished by or under the responsible charge of 

a professional engineer.  

 

http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t40c022.php


7. the work or practice of a regular employee of a state 

authority which is licensed by and subject to the safety 

regulations of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

and which sells and distributes electric power to consumers, 

so long as the person is actually and exclusively employed. 

Engineering work not related to the exemption in this item 

where the safety of the public is directly involved must be 

accomplished by or under the responsible charge of a 

registered professional engineer. 

 

10. the activities of full-time employees of a manufacturing 

company or other personnel under the direct supervision and 

control of the manufacturing company, or a subsidiary of the 

manufacturing company, on or in connection with activities 

related to the research, development, design, fabrication, 

production, assembly, integration, installation, or service of 

products manufactured by the manufacturing company. This 

exemption does not apply to activities where the seal of a 

professional engineer is expressly required by statute, 

regulation, or building code, or to engineering services 

offered to the public. For the purposes of this item, 

"manufacturing company" means a company that produces 

or assembles tangible personal property and "other 

personnel" includes individuals employed by a staffing 

company working for the manufacturing company. 

South Dakota 36-18A-9 Certain persons exempt from provisions of chapter: 

 

1. Any person engaged in military engineering while 

rendering service exclusively for any of the armed forces of 

the United States or this state. 

2. Any person engaged in the practice of engineering, 

architecture, landscape architecture, or land surveying in the 

employ of the United States government but only while 

exclusively engaged as a United States government 

employee on such government project or projects which lie 

within federally-owned land. 

 

3. Any person engaged in the practice of engineering, 

architecture, landscape architecture, or land surveying in the 

employ of the state and any of its political subdivisions but 

only while rendering service exclusively to such employer. 

Any building project resulting from the practice of 

engineering, architecture, landscape architecture, or land 

surveying under this subdivision is subject to the size 

limitation imposed under the exemptions in subdivision (8) 

of this section. 

http://sdlegislature.gov/statutes/DisplayStatute.aspx?Statute=36-18A-9&Type=Statute


 

5. Any full-time employee of a corporation, partnership, 

firm, business entity, or public utility while exclusively 

doing work for the corporation, partnership, firm, business 

entity, or public utility, if the work performed is in 

connection with the property, products, and services utilized 

by the employer and not for any corporation, partnership, 

firm, or business entity practicing or offering to practice 

architectural, engineering, landscape architecture, or land 

surveying services to the public. The provisions of this 

subdivision do not apply to any building or structure if the 

primary use is occupancy by the public.  

Tennessee 62-2-103 Persons exempt from chapter: 

 

4. Architects, engineers or landscape architects who are 

employed by a municipal electric system or electric and 

community service cooperative as defined in § 65-34-102, or 

telephone cooperatives as defined in title 65, chapter 29 and 

who render architectural, engineering or landscape 

architectural services pertaining to the operations of their 

employer and who do not offer their services to the general 

public in exchange for compensation other than that received 

from their employer. 

Texas § 1001.053 Public Works: 

 

The following work is exempt from this chapter: 

 

1. a public work that involves electrical or mechanical 

engineering, if the contemplated expense for the completed 

project is $8,000 or less; or 

 

(2) a public work that does not involve electrical or 

mechanical engineering, if the contemplated expense for the 

completed 

project is $20,000 or less; or 

(3) road maintenance or improvement undertaken by the 

commissioners court of a county. 

Texas § 1001.054 Federal Officer or Employee: 

 

An officer or employee of the United States is exempt from 

the licensing requirements of this chapter during the time the 

officer or employee is engaged in the practice of engineering 

for the United States in this state. 

Texas § 1001.055 Mechanical, Electrical, or Other Equipment: 

 

http://tn.gov/assets/entities/commerce/attachments/Arch_Law.pdf
http://www.engineers.texas.gov/downloads/lawrules.pdf
http://www.engineers.texas.gov/downloads/lawrules.pdf
http://www.engineers.texas.gov/downloads/lawrules.pdf


(a) A person is exempt from the licensing requirements of 

this chapter if the person is installing, operating, repairing, or 

servicing a locomotive or stationary engine, steam boiler, 

diesel engine, internal combustion engine, refrigeration 

compressor or system, hoisting engine, electrical engine, air 

conditioning equipment or system, or mechanical, electrical, 

electronic, or communications equipment or apparatus. 

 

(b) This exemption does not permit a person to: 

 

(1) sign an engineering plan or specification if the person is 

not an engineer; or 

 

(2) use the term “engineer” or “engineering” in any manner 

prohibited by this chapter. 

Texas § 1001.057 Employee of Private Corporation or Business Entity: 

 

(a) This chapter shall not be construed to apply to the 

activities of a private corporation or other business entity, or 

the activities of the fulltime employees or other personnel 

under the direct supervision and control of the business 

entity, on or in connection with: 

 

(2) activities related only to the research, development, 

design, fabrication, production, assembly, integration, or 

service of 

products manufactured by the entity. 

 

(d) For purposes of this section, “products manufactured by 

the entity” also includes computer software, firmware, 

hardware, 

semiconductor devices, and the production, exploration, and 

transportation of oil and gas and related products. 

Texas § 1001.058 Employee of Certain Utilities or Affiliates: 

 

(a) A regular full-time employee of a privately owned public 

utility or cooperative utility or of the utility’s affiliate is 

exempt from the 

licensing requirements of this chapter if the employee: 

 

(1) performs services exclusively for the utility or affiliate; 

and 

(2) does not have the final authority to approve, or the 

ultimate responsibility for, engineering designs, plans, or 

specifications 

that are to be: 

http://www.engineers.texas.gov/downloads/lawrules.pdf
http://www.engineers.texas.gov/downloads/lawrules.pdf


 

(A) incorporated into fixed works, systems, or facilities on 

the property of others; or 

 

(B) made available to the public. 

Utah 58-22-305 Exemption from licensure: 

 

f. an employee of a communications, utility, railroad, 

mining, petroleum, or manufacturing company, or an 

affiliate of such a company, if the professional engineering 

or professional 

structural engineering work is performed solely in 

connection with the products or systems of the company and 

is not offered directly to the public. 

Vermont § 1163 Exemptions: 

 

(a) Persons exempt. Section 1162 of this chapter does not 

prohibit acts constituting the practice of engineering 

performed as a necessary part of the duties of: 

 

(1) an officer or employee of the federal government; 

 

(2) an officer or a full-time employee of the State; 

 

(3) an officer or full-time employee of a municipality; 

 

(5) an officer or employee of a corporation in interstate 

communications as defined in the act of Congress entitled 

"Communications Act of 1934" or of a telephone company 

under the supervision and regulation of the Public Service 

Board; 

 

(c) Purposes exempt. Section 1162 of this chapter does not 

prohibit any person from performing acts constituting the 

practice of engineering for the purpose of: 

 

(1) engineering of a manufactured product 

Virginia § 54.1-401 Exemptions: 

 

5. Practice of professional engineering, architecture, 

landscape architecture, or land surveying solely as an 

employee of the United States. However, the employee shall 

not be exempt from other provisions of this chapter if he 

furnishes advisory service for compensation to the public in 

connection with engineering, architectural, landscape 

architecture, or land surveying matters. 

http://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title58/Chapter22/C58-22_1800010118000101.pdf
http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/26/020/01163
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title54.1/chapter4/section54.1-401/


 

7. Practice of engineering solely as an employee of a 

corporation engaged in interstate commerce, or as an 

employee of a public service corporation, by rendering such 

corporation engineering service in connection with its 

facilities which are subject to regulation by the State 

Corporation Commission; provided, that corporation 

employees who furnish advisory service to the public in 

connection with engineering matters other than in connection 

with such employment shall not be exempt from the 

provisions of this chapter. 

Washington 18.43.130 Excepted services—Fees: 

 

5. The work of a person rendering engineering or land 

surveying services to a corporation, as an employee of such 

corporation, when such services are rendered in carrying on 

the general business of the corporation and such general 

business does not consist, either wholly or in part, of the 

rendering of engineering services to the general public: 

PROVIDED, That such corporation employs at least one 

person holding a certificate of registration under this chapter 

or practicing lawfully under the provisions of this chapter. 

 

6. The practice of officers or employees of the government 

of the United States while engaged within the state in the 

practice of the profession of engineering or land surveying 

for the government of the United States. 

West Virginia §30-13-24 Exemptions: 

 

c. The work of an employee or a subordinate of a person 

holding a certificate of registration under this article, or an 

employee of a person practicing lawfully: Provided, That the 

work does not include final engineering designs or decisions 

and is done under the direct supervision of and verified by a 

person holding a certificate of registration under this article 

or a person practicing lawfully. Any regular full-time 

employee of a person, partnership, corporation or other 

business entity who is engaged solely and exclusively in 

performing services for such person, partnership, corporation 

or other business entity, who is not required by any provision 

of the law other than this article to be a registered 

professional engineer and whose services are performed on, 

or in connection with, property owned or leased by such 

person, partnership, corporation or other business entity, or 

in which such person, partnership, corporation or other 

business entity has an interest, estate or possessory right, and 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=18.43.130
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/WVCODE/Code.cfm?chap=30&art=13#13


are not offered or made available to the public. This 

exemption includes the use of job title and personal 

classification by such person, but no name, title or words 

may be used which tend to convey the impression that an 

unlicensed person is offering professional engineering 

services to the public. 

Wisconsin 443.14 Exempt persons: 

 

2. Officers and employees of the federal government while 

engaged within this state in the practice of architecture, 

landscape architecture or professional engineering for the 

federal government. 

 

3. A public service company and its regular employees 

acting in its behalf where the professional engineering 

services rendered are in connection with its facilities which 

are subject to regulation, supervision and control by a 

commission of this state or of the federal government. 

 

5. A person engaged in the manufacture of a product or unit, 

including laboratory research affiliates of the person, where 

the services performed are the design, assembly, 

manufacture, sale or installation of that product or unit. 

"Product or unit" does not include any building. 

Wyoming 33-29-604 Exemptions and limitations: 

 

a. The provisions of this act shall not apply to: 

 

(i) An officer or employee of the United States practicing 

within the scope of his authority and employment. 

 

(iii) An individual working for a business entity or licensee 

provided a licensee exercises responsible charge over all 

final designs, drawings, maps, plats and plans filed under 

W.S. 33-29-801. 

 

(iv) A utility company or telecommunications company 

regulated by the Wyoming public service commission or the 

company’s employees practicing within the scope of their 

employment and authority.  

 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/443/14
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwJ9TTkaa31Ld3pKaTdKb1dXakE/edit

