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The Three Global Initiatives as an Implicit
Imperialism

Chien-Yu Shih
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Abstract

Since 2021, China has proposed three global initiatives. China claims
to be dissimilar to and even dissatisfied with the current international order
constructed and led by the United States, Europe or the so-called “global
West”. At the same time, China has once again moved closer to the “global
South” and put forward the vision that China will not interfere with or try
to eliminate the national culture of developing countries with an attempt to
establish another set of norms and rules for international relations.

These three global initiatives have changed China's preference for
bilateral diplomacy and gradually shifted towards multilateralism, with
special emphasis on the importance of the United Nations, aiming to
enhance China's legitimacy in global governance. The Global
Development Initiative and the Global Security Initiative can be said to be
strategically useful in supporting the goals of the Global Civilization
Initiative. However, the definition of “civilization” in the Global
Civilization Initiative is unclear. President Xi Jinping’s speech seemed to
use “civilization” and “country” interchangeably. Modern China under Xi
is actually developing into an imperial state, or a China-centered alliance
of countries. This article believes that the three global initiatives
complement and express China’s current values and worldview, aiming to
win the support of the countries of the “global South” and compete with

the countries of the “global West”.
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