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The Impact of Covid-19 Pandemic and the Deepening of the US

Competitive China Policy

Li Bingjie

Abstract: The raging outbreak of Covid-19 pandemic has prompted profound changes in the international
economic, political and security order. The “self-protection” mentality of countries has become more
prominent, hoping to ensure national development and obtain strategic advantages in the changing
circumstances. Since the outbreak, the United States is growingly worried about maintaining its hegemony.
It regards China as its primary “strategic competitor” and deepens its competition with China in the fields
of economy and technology, politics and diplomacy, military and security, while pushing Sino-US relations
towards continuous challenges. However, the emphasis on the competitive aspects of the US China policy
is also hedged by various factors, such as the potential necessity for cooperation with China, the different

demands of its domestic interest groups, and the autonomous mentality of other countries, leading to more
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dynamics and complexities. In the future, the United States needs to calibrate its strategic understanding
and practice toward China in order to prevent competition and confrontation aspects from overly
dominating its China policy and to further promote the development of Sino-US relations.
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