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EU Countries Agree on Financial
Framework

From VOA Learning English, this is
the Economics Report in Special
English.

European Union countries have
struggled to find common ground as
they tried to work out a budget
agreement in Belgium.

But this month, they agreed on the

European Union's multiannual financial

framework, or MMF, for the period
from 2014 to 2020.

The MMF sets the EU's yearly

spending at about $1.3 trillion. That is

one percent of the income of the EU.

Members agreed to reduce total

Céc Thanh Vién EU Pong Tinh vé
Khung Tai Chinh

Pay 1a ban tin Kinh té ctia chuyén muc
tiéng Anh déc bi¢t.

Céc qudc gia Lién minh Chau Au (EU)
dang nd lyc tim ra diém twong dong vi
ho dang ¢ gang dé di dén mot thoa
thuan ngéan sach ¢ Bi.

Nhung thang ndy, ho da thong nhat vé
khung tai chinh trong nhiéu nim cua
Lién minh Chau Au, hay con goi la
MMF, trong giai doan 2014 dén 2020.

Khung nay dat ra mirc chi ti€u hang nam
cua EU vao khoéang 1,3 nghin ti. Con s0

nay tuong duong 1% thu nhap cua EU.

Céc thanh vién d3 thong nhat giam hon

TIENG ANH ] 3




Luyén nghe tiéng Anh video VOA

Bai 90

spending by more than three percent
for the period. This is the first time that
members have accepted cutting costs.

European Council President Herman
Van Rompuy spoke after the agreement
was announced.

He said the compromise budget might
not be perfect. But, he said, it should
help all EU members.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel
praised the long-term spending plan.

She said the agreement makes policy
more predictable and enables members
to act in Europe's interest.

Some EU leaders have been calling for
greater spending controls in their home
countries.

They wanted the EU to show that it too
1s willing to cut costs.

British Prime Minister David Cameron
welcomed the agreement.

Before the two-day meeting in
Brussels, he had threatened to veto the
budget, if there were no steps toward
reducing spending.

But the agreement still might not
succeed. The European parliament
must approve the measure.

3% tong chi tiéu trong giai doan nay.
Day 1a 1an dau tién céc thanh vién dong y
cat gidm chi tiéu.

Chu tich hoi déng Chau Au ong Herman
Van Rompuy dé phat biéu sau khi thoa
thuan duoc cong bo.

Ong cho rﬁng du thao ngan sach nay
khong han 1a hoan hao. Nhung 6ng cho
rang, n s& gitp ich cho tat ca thanh vién
cua EU.

Thu tuong Duce ba Chancellor Angela
Merkel da khen ngoi ké hoach chi tiéu
dai han nay.

Ba cho biét thoa thudn nay dd 1am cho
chinh sach dé& duy doan hon va lam cho
cac thanh vién hanh dong vi loi ich ctia
Chau Au.

Mot s6 1anh dao EU dang kéu goi su
ki€ém soat chi ti€u chat ché hon ¢ chinh
dat nudc ho.

Ho mong muén EU chung to rang ho
cling dang san sang dé cat gidm chi tiéu.

Thi tuéng Anh 6ng David Cameron rat
mong doi thoa hi¢p nay.

Trudc cudc hop hai ngay & Brussels, ong
da canh bao s€ bac bd du thao nay, néu
khong c6 bién phéap nao dé cat giam chi
tiu.

Tuy nhién théa thuan nay vin c6 thé
khong thanh cong. Nghi vién Chau Au
phai chap thudn phuong an nay.
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And some members of the parliament
say it fails to deal with many problems
like the sharp differences in wealth
between rich and poor people.

If the measure is approved, it will
affect 28 European Union countries.
The EU says Croatia is expected to join
the group in July.

For VOA Learning English, I'm
Carolyn Presutti.

Mot s thanh vién ctia nghi vién cho hay
ho khéng c6 kha ning giai quyét nhiéu
van dé vi du nhu khoang cach giau
ngheo qua 16n.

Néu phuong an nay duoc phé chuin, no
s& c6 hiéu luyc ddi voi 28 thanh vién EU.
EU cho hay Croatia dugc mong doi sé
gia nhap Lién minh Chau Au vao thang
7 to1.

Trén day 1a chuong trinh hoc tiéng Anh
cia VOA, t61 la Carolyn Presutti.
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