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TEXTS

A business email..

From: “Noriko Tadayon”™ <Noriko. Tadayon@email.com=>
To: “Chad Velert” Chad.Velert@email.com

Subject: Accommaodation for spring semester in New York

Dear Mr. Velert,

I am a foreign student from Japan who will study at the University of New York next semester. | need
to find a place to live in the city as soon as possible, 1've got your contact information from the
housing office at my home university. | understand you have a room for rent in your house. Is it still
available? Does the rent include utilities? What area in New York is the house situated? [s the room
furnished?

| apologize for asking so many questions, but | am very interested in the bedroom you offer, Iwill call

Later on the phone...

Noriko: Hello Mr. Velert, this is Noriko. How are you?

Mr. Velert:  Hello Noriko! I’'m good, thank you. How are you? I received your message about the room for
rent. It is still available. Are you interested? Do you want to see it?

Noriko: Most definitely! How much is the rent? Does the rent include utilities? Is there a deposit?
Mr. Velert:  The utilities are included in the rent, and there is a one-month deposit. The rent is $850.
Noriko: Oh, that’s expensive!

Mr. Velert: Not for New York! It is actually very reasonable. The neighborhood is very quiet, and you have
shops, restaurants and a laundromat only a stone’s-throw away.

Noriko: When are you available to show me the room?

Mr. Velert:  Well, I’'m free tomorrow. What does your day look like? How about 2pm?

Noriko: [’m free at 2pm. I have your address. I will see you then! Have a good day.

Mr. Velert:  See you tomorrow. Have a good day as well.
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Work on the Texts

1. What is the meaning of the following:

- Will (email, line 2) Indicates the future

- Utilities (email, line 5) A commodity or service (i.e. water, gas, Internet, etc.)

- A stone’s throw away (phone conversation, linel1) Very close (so close you could throw a stone and it would
land in that place)

2. How many different types of questions can you find in these two texts? Which questions may only elicit
a ‘yes’ or a ‘no’ as an answer?

There are 3 types of questions:

- Do + verb

- Be + subject

- Wh- questions (how, what, where, etc.)

The intonation is different for all three. While it rises in the first two, it is falling in the last category. Only the
first two kinds of questions may elicit a “yes’ or a ‘no’.

3. Which words or expressions can be stressed using intonation in the second text? What differences can a
different intonation / stress make?

- Still: Mr. Velert can stress that word in order to show urgency (i.e. that the room might not be available for too
long)

- Expensive: Noriko can stress that word to express his surprise at the price of the room.

- Very: Mr. Velert can stress those words in order to downplay Noriko’s surprise and to emphasize the ideal
location of the house.
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Exercises

1. Find the questions in the list that best fit one of the following sentences:
a) I’m fine. 1. What time is it?

b) In Boston 2. How are you?

c) It’s 2pm. 3. Do you like football?

d) This is Samantha. 4. Where does he live?

e) No I don’t. 5. Are they in the area?

f) Yes, they’re here. 6. Who is this?

Answers: A2, B4, C1, D6, E3, F5

2. Circle the correct forms of ‘do’ in the following questions and answers:
a) Does/doesn’t the American flag have stars and stripes?
Yes, it does/doesn’t/do/don’t.
Both can be used. If the negative is used, it denotes a certain skepticism on the part of the speaker.
b) When do/does the American people vote for the President?
People is plural in English.
c¢) Do/does/don’t the President sign the bills voted by Congress?
Yes, sometimes he do/does/don’t/doesn’t.
Both can be used. If the negative is used, it denotes a certain skepticism on the part of the speaker.
d) What does the Supreme Court do?
It guarantees the constitutionality of laws.
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Exercises (cont.)

3. Find the correct interrogative (what / when / who / where / why / how) in the following questions about

Noriko and Mr. Velert’s room for rent:

a) WHEN is the room available? It is available on January 3rd.

b) WHERE is Noriko going to study? He is going to study at the University of New York.

c) WHY does Noriko look for a room to rent? He is looking for a room to rent because he is coming to study in
New York next semester.

d) HOW expensive is the room in Mr. Velert’s house? The rent for the room in Mr. Velert’s house is $850.

4. Build a question with the following words:
a) Does Mr. Velert have a house?

b) How do Noriko and Mr. Velert communicate?
c) Where does Noriko live?

d) Why doesn’t Noriko look for an apartment?

5. Group activity: develop and perform the following scenarios with classmates.

a) You’re at a bazaar and try to negotiate the price of different items of your choice you would like to buy. Cre-
ate a conversation with the vendor.

b) Mystery person: students chose the name of a famous person, write it on a piece of paper, and stick it to the
back of one of their classmates. When all students have a name on their back, they have to ask each other ques-
tions about that person to figure out who they are.

6. Follow-up on the text

Noriko went to visit the room for rent and he liked it. Imagine a follow-up email to Mr. Velert in which he de-
cides to arrange details for his move into the room. You may use some of the vocabulary below. You could start
by asking Mr. Velert more information about the laundromat in the neighborhood.

to inquire a direction an appliance
to move in a lamp a bed

to pack furniture a box

to unpack a payment a check

to tidy a truck a confirmation
to wonder a direction a couch

to plan a lamp a desk
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