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“ ...the health of a community is a shared responsibility of many
entities, organizations and interests in the community, including health
services delivery organizations, public health agencies, other public

and private entities and the people of a community.”
— Institute of Medicine. 1996. Healthy Communities: New Partnerships for

the Future of Public Health. National Academy Press. p. 12
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Regional Office of
Public Health

Billie J. Strickland,
Regional Administrator
Northeast Regional
Office

2913 Betin St.

Monroe, LA 71201

Mailing Address:

PO. Box 6118

Monroe, LA71211-6118
318-362-5211
318-362-3163 fax

History!

Morehouse lies mostly in the Mississippi
River delta land, amply irrigated by
numerous streams and bayous. It was
originally a part of the Ouachita Territory,
which extended from the Mississippi
River to the Red River, encompassing a
large part of northeast Louisiana. The
first settlers arrived in 1796 under the
colonization program of the Spanish
governor, Baron De Carondelet. Baron
De Carondelet granted 12 leagues
square to the Dutch nobleman Baron De
Bastrop, with the provision that he bring
500 settlers to the area. Abraham Morehouse was one of these early settlers. The
parish was formally organized on March 25, 1844, and the parish and principal city
named after the two founding fathers. Inthe 1890s the railroad arrived, bringing
many more settlers and causing a more rapid movement of the economy.

Culture and Recreation®

There are 8 local parks and one state park in Morehouse Parish. There are several
festivals each year, including the Farm Festival in January, and the Bonita Alligator
Festival in June. Morehouse Parish boasts a museum, an energetic little theatre
troupe, and a unique tourist center with Spanish land grants on view. The Snyder
Museum has both permanent and traveling exhibits. Among the more interesting
objects in its permanent collection are antique farming implements and cotton
memorabilia. For visitors who might want to experience what an early theatre might
have been like, the Rose Theatre offers a peek. Home to the Cotton Country
Players, the theatre is very active. The building, constructed in 1927, has some
particularly interesting architectural features, including rare cast-cement emblems.

Parish Seat! ... Bastrop!
Major Cities (over 5,000 population)?

Bastrop

1OO0 <ttt et ne ettt 13,916
1997 (ESLMALE) ...vveeereeerieeeieeieeeieeeteeeteeeteesteeebeesaeeesseesseeesseeseessseenss 14,028
Parish Population’

1900 <.ttt ettt ne ettt 31,938

1997 (ESHIMALE) ...vveeerieerieeereeieeeiieeteeeteeeaeesteeebeesaeeesreesseeeeseeseessseenes 31,722
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Breakdown of 1996 population (estimates)®
WIS ..ottt ettt et e e e saeennas 56%
AfTICAN AMETICAN ...ttt e 44%
ONET ..ottt 0%
MALE ..o 47%
Female ......oooveiiiiiie e 53%
Population age 0-4 .......cc.oovviriininiirieeeceeeeeee e 7%
Population age 65 & OVEr ......cc.eeiiiiieiiiieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeen 15%
Geography and Statistics>
AVErage CleVatioN .........cceevuieriiiiieiierie ettt 120 ft.
Land area in SqUare miles .........c..ceoerveerienerienieneniieneeneeeeeeeneee s 794.3
Water area in square miles? ............ccoooeiiineneineeee 11.0
Climate*
Average temperatures
ANNUAL......oiiiiiiieiieieeeee ettt e e esae et e eseenseenaeeseeseessenseenns 65°
JANUALY ..o 37°
JULY ot ettt aeenaeerae s 82°
Annual average rainfall .............cccoooiiiiiiniiniien 65.7in
Labor Force (1995) Educational Attainment (1990)’
Civilian .......cceevveeveeienieeienenne, 16,640
Employed ......ccccocvviinenniinnnene 15,290 Less than 5th grade 6.3%
Unemployed .........cccoeveeieeeennne 1,350 High school graduate or higher 57.8%
Unemployment .........cccceceevernnene 8.1% Some college or higher 24.9%
Bachelor’s degree or higher 10.5%
Agriculture' i ,
Cotton, rice, wheat, soybeans, corn, Major Employers (Products) and Number of Employees
livestock and timber.

Colleges/Universities’

(within one hour commute)

Grambling State University, Grambling
Louisiana Tech University, Rushton
Northeast Louisiana University, Monroe

Public Libraries®..........ccooeueeeeee.... 6

References
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Private Employers

International Paper Company (Paper mill) 1,080
Ditto Apparel of California, Inc. (Apparel) 550
Wal-Mart (Discount retail) 225
__Public Employers
Morehouse Parish School System (Education) 787
Morehouse General Hospital (Medical) 416
City of Bastrop (Government) | 180
Poverty and Income
Persons in poverty (1995)7 28.6%
Children under age 18 in poverty’ 40.9%
Per capitaincome (1996)8 $15,878
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Louisiana Administrative Regions -
Department of Health and Hospitals Region 7
Bienville
Bossier
Caddo
Claiborne
DeSoto
Natchitoches
Red River
Sabine
Webster
Region 8
Caldwell
East Carroll
Franklin
Region 1 Region 3 Region 5 Jackson
Jefferson Assumption Allen Lincoln
Orleans Lafourche Beauregard Madison
Plaguemines St. Charles Calcasieu Morehouse
St. Bernard St. James Cameron Ouachita
St. John Jefferson Davis Richland
Region 2 St. Mary Tensas
Ascension Terrebonne Region 6 Union
East Baton Rouge Avoyelles West Carroll
East Feliciana Region 4 Catahoula
Iberville Acadia Concordia Region 9
Pointe Coupee Evangeline Grant Livingston
West Baton Rouge lberia LaSalle St Helena
West Feliciana Lafayette Rapides St. Tammany
St. Landry Vernon Tangipahoa
St. Martin Winn Washington
Vermilion




