~‘TI]P SECRE™ SPECIAL HANDLIPG NOFORN

THE JOIMT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHIMNGTOM 2%, L.

JO8M-272-52
10 April 1962

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

Zubject: Cuba

1, The Joint Chlefa of Staff belleve that the Cuban
problem must be aclved in the near future. Further, they
gee no prospect of early success in overthrowing the present
communiet regime either as a result of Internal uprisings
or external political, economlce or paychological preasures,
Accordingly they believe that mllitary intervention by the
Unlted States will be required to overthrow the present
commniat regime.

o, The United States canhot tolerate permanent exlatence
af a commnist government in the Western Hemlephere. The
present reglime 1in Cuba provides comminism wilth a base of
operations for espionage, sabotage and subverslon agalinat
Latin Amerdieca. The stablllty of socme governments in Latin
imerica 18 already threatened by the overt and covert actions
of the Cuban government. Contlmued exietence of thla com-
munist government increases the probabllity that one or
more other natlons in Latin America will bDecome communlat
or commnist dominated, This will greatly lncrease the
problems currently facing the United States and the COrganiza-
tion of Amerlcan States. Whille consldered unlikely, it is
posalble for the Sino-Sovief Blee to eatablish mllitary
bases in Cuba aimilar to U3 inastallations around the bloc
periphery. Establishment of such bases would increase US
defense coste as forces were developed or shifted to meet
the threat.

3. Time favors the Cuban regime amd the communist bloc.
They are provided with the opportunity to continue with
thelr subverslve efforts in Latin America. Inereaslng
internal security measures by police state methods decrease
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the pessibility of internal uprisinga within Cuba. The
steady improvement in military defenses strengthena the
resaistance which mumat be overcome 1In the event of U3
military intervention and could lengthen the time required
to secure control of the government and the laland, The
contimiing indoctrination of the Cuban youth creates a
growing mucleus for a communist underground after the
elimination of the present government. This creates a
problem for the future whilch is steadlly inereasing in

magnitude.

L, The Joint Chiefs of Starf believe that the United
States can undertake military intervention 1n Cuba without
risk of gensral war. They also belleve that the intervention
can be accomplished rapidly enocugh to minimize communlat
oppertunities for solieitation of UN actlon. Forces
available would assure.rapid essential military control of
Cuba. Contimied police action would be required.

§. In view of the increasing military and subversive
threat to the United States and the nationa of the Weatern
Hemisphere posed by the communist regime in Cuba, the Joint
Chiefe of Staff recommend that a national policy of early
military intervention in Cuba be adopted by the United
States. They also recommend that such interventicn be
undertalken as soon as poasible and preferably before the
ralease of National Guard and Reserve forces presently

on active duty.
For the Joint Chiefs of Staff:

Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Sta
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