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Like other forms of illicit trade, wildlife trafficking undermines security across nations. 
Well-armed, well-equipped, and well-organized networks of criminals and corrupt officials 
exploit porous borders and weak institutions to profit from trading in poached wildlife. Record 
high demand for wildlife products, coupled with inadequate preventative measures and weak 
institutions has resulted in an explosion of illicit trade in wildlife in recent years. 

That trade is decimating iconic animal populations. Today, because of the actions of 
poachers, species like elephants and rhinoceroses face the risk of significant decline or even 
extinction. But it does not have to be that way. We can take action to stop these illicit networks 
and ensure that our children have the chance to grow up in a world with and experience for 
themselves the wildlife we know and love. 

Addressing these challenges requires a U.S. strategy that is proactive, recognizes 
immediate imperatives, and balances our strengths and expertise to address challenges 
comprehensively over the long term. This is a global challenge requiring global solutions. So 
we will work with foreign governments, international organizations, nongovernmental 
organizations, and the private sector to maximize our impacts together. Our efforts will aim to 
strengthen enforcement, reduce demand, and increase cooperation to address these 
challenges. 

The entire world has a stake in protecting the world's iconic animals, and the United 
States is strongly committed to meeting its obligation to help preserve the Earth's natural 
beauty for future generations. 

BARACK OBAMA 

NOTE: This statement was released by the Office of the Press Secretary as part of the National 
Strategy for Combating Wildlife Trafficking. 
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