Exploring the gendered dimensions of wildlife trafficking in Africa
Meredith L. Gore

Problem statement. Illegal wildlife trade and wildlife trafficking create risks to species and societies in which they occur.
These environmental risks have implications beyond species extinction and animal welfare, although those risks can be
substantial. Wildlife trafficking is associated with corruption, money laundering, degradation of the rule of law, national
insecurity, spread of zoonotic disease, undercutting sustainable development investments, erosion of cultural resources
and convergence with other serious crimes. Although wildlife trafficking is occurring in at least 120 countries around the
world, Africa is home to many high-profile species, protected areas, and people involved in the global criminal economy.
(e.g., pangolin scales to Asia; African gray parrots to Europe; cheetah cubs to the Middle East; African vulture brains from
Cameroon to South Africa). Studying wildlife trafficking in Africa is underscored by the cross-border and transboundary
nature of the crime, diversity of wildlife populations, and community-based management regimes. Perhaps in part
because wildlife trafficking can involve multiple serious aspects of criminality, violence, and violations of the rule of law, it
is increasingly emphasized by decision-makers and donors as being worthy of interdisciplinary and multi-sectoral
investment—including by the scientific and foreign affairs communities. Unfortunately, the gendered dimensions of
wildlife trafficking are unknown. We lack insight about the gendered costs and benefits of participating in wildlife
trafficking interventions along each link of the supply chain. We do not know if thinking about gendered participation in
interventions is necessary or sufficient for success. We do not know if gender differences signal different priorities or
incentives to participate in efforts to reduce wildlife trafficking-related risks. We also lack insight about the nuances of
gendered participation in poaching, trafficking, and selling illegal wildlife products, either directly, in supporting roles, or
as managers. Thus, policies, programs and projects designed to reduce risks associated with wildlife trafficking may fail to
achieve outcomes, be monitored and evaluated using accurate metrics, and promote the voice of local scientists during
science-policy discourse.

Project activities. This proposed research will explore the gendered dimensions of wildlife trafficking in Africa using an
interdisciplinary and mixed methods approach. This goal aligns with the AAP priority research areas of water, energy,
environment and culture. In collaboration with an early female career scientist (EFCS), | will support her leadership in:

e Conducting a multi-lingual review of literature on select gendered dimensions of wildlife trafficking in Africa (2
months);

e Conducting in-person and phone-based semi-structured interviews (target n = 50) with key wildlife trafficking
actors in government ministries, conservation organizations and parastatal organizations in Africa to (a)
characterize the causes and consequences of gendered dimensions of wildlife trafficking, (b) delineate a priority
list of future research agendas, and (c) identify partnership opportunities (3 months);

e Analyzing data with interdisciplinary theoretical frameworks, ideally with student research assistants (2 months);

e Conducting an in-person oral briefing for the U.S. Embassy in the EFCS’s nation where science, environmental,
and officers from both countries will be invited. We will engage the Embassy’s Political Affairs Office to arrange
media engagements for the EFCS about the collaboration (1 month);

e Submitting a policy brief to the Department of Rural Economy and Agriculture at the African Union Commission,
journal article for an open-access scientific journal with relevance to Africa, and case study summary for the
UNODC’s Education4lJustice online tertiary education module on wildlife crime (3 months);

e Engaging in regular electronic and face to face communication about professional development opportunities
(World Academy of Science membership, scientific society leadership opportunities), leadership activities (Young
African Leadership Initiative), teambuilding and teamwork, collaborative partnerships, co-teaching opportunities,
collaborative grant writing opportunities such as NSF’'s PEER, student exchanges (ongoing)

Scientific leadership and mentorship. Beyond building mutual capacity for a collaborative research agenda around the
themes of energy, water, environment, and culture, this opportunity will work to mutually enhance the authenticity,
coaching, insight and innovation dimensions of leadership for both the EFCS and myself. In collaboration, we can
strategize specific leadership and mentoring activities specifically for her research and teaching portfolios. For example,
we can pursue leadership both within the home instruction and professional scientific societies. We can explore
challenges and benefits associated with science diplomacy, science communication, and citizen science at the home
institution. We can pursue tactics to succeed in grant writing, integrating research findings into the course content,
publishing, student mentorship, leadership balance and overcoming leadership derailers.



MEREDITH L. GORE

WWW.conservationcriminology.com

EDUCATION

PhD Cornell University (Human Dimensions of Natural Resource Management, Communication,
Conservation Biology)

MA The George Washington University (Environment & Resource Policy)

BA Brandeis University (Anthropology, Environmental Studies)
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National Geographic Society Committee for Research and Exploration (2018- 2019)
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11. Applying wildlife criminology to the illegal urban bushmeat trade in Kinshasa. Wildlife Conservation
Society Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo (2018)

10. Conservation social science methods and conservation criminology. Vinh University, Flora
& Fauna International, World Wildlife Fund. Vinh, Vietnam (2018)

9. GIS standards to help combat wildlife trafficking. Co-hosted with U.S. Department of State
and AFRICOM. United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, Ethiopia (2018)

8. Conservation social science for practitioners in Southeast Asia. King Mongkut University, Thailand
(2018)

7. Geographic information to combat wildlife trafficking; co-hosted with U.S. Department of
State and Stimson Center. Washington DC (2017)

6. lllegal wildlife trade scientists’ side meeting; International Congress for the Conservation
of Biodiversity, Cartagena, Colombia (2017)

5. Interdisciplinary conservation social science; annual DAl retreat, Bethesda, Maryland
(2016)

4. Conservation criminology and international crane conservation; International Crane
Foundation, Baraboo, Wisconsin (2015)

3. Rethinking corruption in conservation: implications for Madagascar; Antananarivo,
Madagascar (2014)

2. Participatory Risk Mapping of Conservation Crime in Madagascar with relevance for
rosewood exploitation; Manopana, Madagascar (2014)

1. Participatory Risk Mapping of Conservation Crime in Madagascar with relevance for
lemur poaching; Andasibe, Madagascar (2014)

MENTORING

Graduate Students Supervised
Postdoctoral Research Assistants & Research Fellows

Viollaz, J. (2017-2018). Community-based conservation in Vietnam’s protected areas.
Gluzek. S. (2017). Imperial College of London Stevenson Fellow. Fisheries and Wildlife.
Bushmeat poaching and trafficking in Republic of Congo.
Triezenberg, H. A. (2011-2012). Postdoctoral Fellow. Fisheries and Wildlife. Designing, Implementing, and
Evaluating a Risk Communication Program Designed to Eradicate Bovine Tuberculosis in Michigan.

PhD

Kahler, J. S., PhD. (2010-2017). Integrating conservation criminology into the situational crime prevention
framework to investigate poaching risks.

Lute, M. L., PhD. (2010-2014). Conservation ethics, risk perception, and social identity associated with
human-wolf relationships in Michigan.



MS

Banas, P. (2018-). Conservation criminology in South Africa.
Shirley, E., JD/MS. (2015-2018). Coupling communication and compliance with environmental laws in the
Brazilian Pantanal.
Kahler, J. S. (2008-2010). MS, Fisheries and Wildlife. Local perceptions of risk and vulnerability associated
with human-wildlife conflicts in Namibian conservancies.
Muter, B. A. (2007-2009). MS, Fisheries and Wildlife. Co-advised with S. Riley. Risk perception, social
networks, and media frames associated with human-cormorant interactions in the Great Lakes.

Graduate Student, Committee Membership
PhD

Teodoro, D. (2018-). (C. Prell, Department of Geography, University of Maryland). Climate change, risk
and resilience in the Chesapeake Bay.

Peacock, R. (2018). (Ivkovich, S., Criminal Justice). PhD. Community policing and conservation in Ukraine,
Russia.

Bell, J. (Kalof, L., Sociology). (2016). PhD. Animal studies and conservation criminology.

Thomas, A. (M, Gavin, Environmental Studies). (2016). PhD. Victoria University of Wellington, New
Zealand. Fisher noncompliance in New Zealand and conservation criminology.

Schmidt, A. (2017). PhD. University of Saskatchewan. (D. Clark, School of Environment and Sustainability).
The role of discourse in shaping understandings of and responses to polar bear-human
interactions in Churchill, Manitoba.

Lewis, A. (2015). PhD. History. (G. Montgomery). Amboseli landscapes: Maasai pastoralism, wildlife
conservation, and natural resource management, 1944-present.

Rinkus, M. (2013). PhD. Fisheries and Wildlife. (T. Dobson). Community participation and sea turtle
conservation in northeast Brazil.

Everett, M. (2013). PhD. Community Sustainability. (C. Nelson). Measuring flow in Michigan youth firearm
deer hunters and implications for hunter recruitment.

Hanisch, S. (2012). PhD. Fisheries and Wildlife. (S. Riley). The human element of wildlife health: mental
models, risk perceptions, and attitudes toward wildlife disease management.

Berger, A.M. (2011). PhD. Fisheries and Wildlife. (M. Jones). Models to aid in the selection of procedures
used to manage Lake Erie walleye (sander vitreus).

MS

Whyte, J. (2018-present). (H. Triezenberg, Department of Fisheries and Wildlife). Coastal community
leader and stakeholder perceptions of risk on Lake Michigan.

Salosso, K. (2018). (E. Huff, Department of Forestry). Spatial patterns and temporal trends of community
based forest management in Indonesia.

Ye, N. (2018). (R. Harrell, Department of Environmental Science). MS. University of Maryland. Traditional
African muti medicine and vulture conservation in South Africa.

Jaeger, C. (2013). MS. Fisheries and Wildlife (M. Nelson). Michigan mute swans: a case study approach to
ethical argument analysis.

Groff, K. (2011). MS. Fisheries and Wildlife. (M. Axelrod). A baseline analysis of poaching in Chiquibul
National Park, Belize.

Miller, E. (2011). proMS. Zoology (R. Snider). Short-term knowledge and attitude effects of two sea lion
shows.



Hewlett, T. 0. (2011). MS. Community Agriculture, Recreation and Resources. (S. Nicholls). Ascertaining
effects of a community-based ecotourism project on residents in Chi Phat, Cambodia.

Shattuck, E. (2011). MS. Criminal Justice. (D. Foran). Geographic origins of illegally harvested Hawksbill
sea turtle products.

Kelly, S. (2011). proMS. Zoology. (B. Lundrigan). Ecomorphological associations of feeding habits in
hypercarnivores.

Beeker, T. (2010). MS. Fisheries and Wildlife. (K. Millenbah). Citizen science acoustic bat monitoring: a
review of citizen science guidelines and compilation of best practices in acoustic animal
monitoring.

SELECT SERVICE & ENGAGEMENT

Leadership, Governance, Professional Association Activities
Society for Conservation Biology representative to Nagoya Protocol workshop hosted by

Ecological Society of America and National Science Foundation, Maryland, October 26-27, 2017.
President, Society for Conservation Biology, Social Science Working Group, (2015-2017)

Journal Editor and Associate Editorships

Associate Editor, Global Ecology and Conservation (2019-present)

Guest Editor, Biological Conservation, Special Issue on Conservation Criminology (2013)
Associate Editor, Conservation Letters (2011- present)

University, College(s), and Department

Michigan State University

Michigan State University Committee on International Studies & Programs Membership (2019)
Panelist, Strategies for Mid-Career Faculty, Academic Advancement Network (2018)

Michigan State University Committee on Faculty Affairs (2011-2013)

College of Agriculture and Natural Resources
CANR Global Strategy Committee (2018)

Global (select)

U.S. Office of the Director of National Intelligence Combatting Wildlife Trafficking Community of Interest
(2016-2018)

U.S. Task Force to Combat Wildlife Trafficking, Finance and Program Subgroup (2016-2018)

Society for Conservation Biology representative at National Science Foundation workshop on the Nagoya
Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits,
Baltimore, Maryland (2017)

Mandela Washington Fellowship, Swaziland Applicant Reviewer (2017)

Referee for Candidate Elections, The World Academy of Sciences (2016)

Consultative Body, US Agency for International Development’s Reducing Opportunity for Unlawful
Transport of Endangered Species (ROUTES) Partnership (2015-)

10



	Proposal2.25.19 (1)
	AAPCV
	29. Triezenberg, H.A., Gore, M. L., Riley, S. J., and M.K. Lapinski. (2014). Persuasive communication
	aimed at achieving wildlife-disease management goals. Wildlife Society Bulletin, 38(4): 734- 740.


