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Main elements:

• S&T can be transformational

• Solutions can come from 

anywhere

• Define problem, not solution

• Acceleration and scaling 

support

Open Innovation at 

USAID
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1. Identify innovative science and technology solutions to combat 

wildlife trafficking

2. Accelerate and scale up promising solutions through:

a) Cash prizes

b) Recognition

c) Technical and networking support

Objectives
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OBJECTIVE 1: Identify Solutions
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Grand Prize Winners

1 country

0 non-US

2 new to CWT

3 new to USAID
52 countries

67% non-US

53% new to CWT

86% new to USAID

300
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Prize Winners

7 countries

38% non-US

25% new to CWT

75% new to USAID

Finalists

15 countries

50% non-US

33% new to CWT

64% new to USAID

39



Cash prizes

Individualized technical assistance

• 6 months of weekly sessions with a scale advisor

• Need-based technical assistance facility

• Travel to two external events

• Partnership and networking support
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OBJECTIVE 2: Accelerate and scale solutions
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OBJECTIVE 2: Accelerate and scale solutions
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Grand Prize Winner Highlights

New England Aquarium University of Washington

New York University
National Whistleblowers Center



2 small businesses

6 universities/research institutions

6 small NGO’s

1 big NGO

1 individual
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Prize Winner Highlights
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32 partnerships

$2.8 million in leveraged funds

Over 100 media mentions
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HIGH LEVEL RESULTS 
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New England Aquarium



University of Washington 



New York University



National Whistleblower Center
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