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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The prevalence of illegal wildlife trade on social media platforms is clearly increasing, facilitated
by the rapid growth and widespread use of the internet, and the difficulties enforcement agencies
face in tackling this rapidly growing crime. Online wildlife trade is on the rise across Southeast
Asia, and perhaps more so in some countries, including Thailand, which has long been a hub of
illegal wildlife trade. This is further illustrated by the sporadic arrests of illegal traders conducting
business on online platforms such as Facebook. However, an assessment to determine the scale
of this problem in Thailand has not been conducted, and therefore TRAFFIC carried out a rapid
assessment of wildlife trade occurring on Facebook from June to July 2016.

From the 12 Facebook groups monitored, a total of 1,521 live animals from at least 200 species were
offered for sale. These were recorded over a 23-day period for just 30 minutes a day, from a total

of 765 Facebook posts. Mammals accounted for a larger proportion of animals found advertised
(516 individuals), though the highest number of species advertised were birds. Sunda Slow Lorises
Nycticebus coucang were the most numerous (139 individuals) of all live animals recorded, followed
by the African Spurred Tortoise Centrochelys sulcata (115 individuals). Slow lorises are a common
sight in the streets in various locations in Thailand, particularly popular in some tourist locations as
photo props. While groups generally focused on single species/products, or species groups, some
offered a broader variety.

Just over half of the species offered for sale are protected by law in Thailand under the country’s
Wild Animal Reservation and Protection Act B.E. 2535 (1992) (WARPA), while the remaining
species are currently not protected nor regulated by law. The highest proportion of species being
offered for sale that were protected by WARPA involved birds, followed by mammals and reptiles.
Reptiles constituted the highest proportion of species not protected by law. The vast majority of the
live animals recorded are also assessed by IUCN - International Union for Conservation of Nature.
Only two Critically Endangered species, the Helmeted Hornbill Rhinoplax vigil and Siamese
Crocodile Crocodylus siamensis were recorded, both of which are protected by law in Thailand

and listed in Appendix I of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES). Although only one Helmeted Hornbill was found to be advertised for
sale during the survey, this Critically Endangered species is already highly threatened by poaching
for trade and any offtake, even in minimal numbers, will have serious implications for the survival
of the species in the wild. Five non-native CITES Appendix I listed Black Pond Turtles Geoclemys
hamiltonii were also recorded for sale. This species is of high concern as it is currently experiencing
illegal poaching and trade levels like never before. TRAFFIC’s past research showed that 1,865
Black Pond Turtles were seized between January 2013 and March 2014, with 57% of these occurring
in Bangkok alone, and more recently between April 2014 to March 2016, close to 2,000 turtles were
seized in just six cases in Thailand.

This assessment shows how active wildlife trade is on Facebook in Thailand. It is an issue that needs
immediate attention and action, particularly from law enforcement agencies and Facebook, who has
since joined the Global Coalition to End Wildlife Trafficking Online and is working with TRAFFIC
and partners to address the issue. Despite the recent seizures and arrests of some traders in
Thailand, the trade clearly continues to have an appeal to some sectors of Thai society. With at least
200 species advertised involving thousands of live animals, many of which are globally threatened
and protected species, this problem deserves a far higher degree of concern and intervention. In
July 2018, TRAFFIC’s research into these 12 Facebook groups showed that at least 9 of these groups
remained active, selling both protected and non-protected species including those not native to the
country. One of the 12 groups changed to become a Secret Group.
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The highest number of members in a group also increased tremendously—exceeding 68,000
members in 2018 compared to the 27,503 members recorded in 2016. This is reflective of the overall
increase in membership for all groups - from 106,111 members in July 2016 to 203,445 members in
July 2018. In view of this, TRAFFIC makes the following recommendations:

RECOMMENDATIONS

Given that more than half of the wildlife recorded during this study is protected by law where trade
is not permitted, enforcement efforts are critical in ending illegal trade. In April 2017, the Thai
government established a dedicated unit to tackle online wildlife crime, locally known as “Yiaw
Dong” or the Wild Hawk Unit which is a specialised taskforce under the Department of National
Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation (DNP). The unit is authorised to search, seize and arrest
individuals linked to illegal possession and trade of wildlife in Thailand. Any effort to provide law
enforcement support should therefore be done in co-ordination with the Wild Hawk Unit.

Thailand’s primary wildlife protection legislation, WARPA, has many loopholes with very low
penalties and is unable to stem illegal trade effectively. This aspect of the law is more acute

where it concerns live animal trade. In fact, excluding corals, sea fans and giant clams, WARPA
only lists 12 non-native species—seven mammals, one bird, three reptiles and one butterfly.

The perception that the WARPA is weak in Thailand could therefore be a motivating factor in
sending a message that these animals can be traded at ease with few repercussions. TRAFFIC
recommends that the current effort by the Thai government in revising the WARPA considers
the inclusion of more species threatened by trade (but not included in the law at the moment)

in the schedule of protected species, particularly non-native CITES-listed species. The revision
must also consider a more robust regulation of the trade through a rigorous acquisition and
licensing system. Importantly, given the rampant manner in which trade is occluding online, the
law should specifically include a clause that criminalises the advertisement and/or sale of wildlife
online without a valid licence or permit. Penalties for violating the law must also be increased to
create a deterrent effect, especially for species that are threatened by trade, such as tigers, bears
and pangolins.

Thai authorities should establish a close working relationship with Facebook and develop joint
strategies to end online wildlife trafficking. Importantly, the public should be encouraged to
report crime, given the ease of gaining membership and access to groups that trade wildlife
illegally. The following reporting methods are currently available:

1. A report to law enforcement agencies at a national level such as the DNP’s Wild Hawk Unit,
or the Natural Resources and Environmental Crime Suppression Division;

2. A direct report to Facebook: Facebook’s Community Standards has a policy against any
illegal activity, including wildlife crime (https://www.facebook.com/help/181495968648
557?ref=community_standards). Reports can involve posts, messages, groups and other
elements that can be a violation of legislation;

3. A report through TRAFFIC, including via the Wildlife Witness App that can be downloaded
for iPhone (https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/wildlife-witness/id738897823?mt=38) or
Android (https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.taronga.wildwitness).

2 Downlosd on the
® App Store
.
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INTRODUCTION

The illegal wildlife trade in Thailand, involving both native and non-native species, has been well
documented (van Dijk and Palusawan, 2000; Shepherd and Nijman, 2008; Todd, 2011; Chng, 2014a;
D’Cruze et al., 2015; Phelps, 2015; Phelps and Webb, 2015; Krishnasamy et al., 2016). Chng (2014b)
found that from January 2008-December 2013, close to 20,000 tortoises and freshwater turtles were
seized in 53 reported cases in Thailand. Much of the trade in the country involves the buying and
selling of live animals for the pet trade, facilitated by open markets that exist in the country, such as
the popular weekend market, Chatuchak, and aided by decades-old legislative loopholes (Shepherd
and Nijman, 2008; Todd, 2011; Chng and Eaton, 2016).

The internet has rapidly evolved to become a key platform facilitating illegal wildlife trade (Chng
and Bouhuys, 2015; Krishnasamy and Stoner, 2016). The preferred modus operandi of conducting
business online is increasingly being observed worldwide, and sometimes is a result of displacement
from physical markets to online markets (Williams, 2001). A study conducted in Malaysia on

the trade in tortoises and freshwater turtles found a major shift in trade patterns, i.e. a shift from
the internet to social media (Bouhuys and van Scherpenzel, 2015). This appears to be a pattern

in Thailand too. Facebook is undeniably popular with Thais. The social network has seen huge
user growth in Thailand after 2010 (Yee, 2011) and it now serves as the biggest social network and
trading platform in Thailand, where illegal wildlife trade is also occurring. As a result of some of
these postings, a number of traders have been arrested by law enforcement agencies. Two examples
are described below.

In December 2015, Thai authorities reported that two suspects who were advertising Burmese Star
Tortoises Geochelone platynota for sale on Facebook were arrested (WCS, 2015). The Burmese

Star Tortoise is not native to Thailand and is a species that is assessed globally as Critically
Endangered by IUCN'. Two of the seven animals were thought to have been stolen from a wildlife
sanctuary in central Myanmar (WCS, 2015). In May 2016, Thai authorities made a series of

arrests based on investigations, prompted by a Facebook post that went viral. The first incident
involved a Rhinoceros Hornbill Buceros rhinoceros that was stolen from its nest in the national
park in Narathiwat, Southern Thailand that later appeared on a Facebook post (Anon, 2016;
Samart, 2016). Investigations of this post led authorities to another trader who was arrested for
advertising protected animals on the same Facebook group, including a Leopard Cat Prionailurus
bengalensis, Dusky Leat Monkey Trachypithecus obscurus and White-rumped Shama Kittacincla
malabarica. These two incidents spiked the interest of many in Thailand. Eventually, this particular
Facebook group was deleted. Today however, new groups have mushroomed. A report by the Bird
Conservation Society of Thailand (BCST), which surveyed a number of Facebook groups from
December 2015 to April 2016, found more than 700 protected and globally threatened species for
sale in Thailand, including otters, bears as well as the Critically Endangered Helmeted Hornbill
Rhinoplax vigil (The Nation, 2017). In response to this problem, the Thai government established
a dedicated unit to tackle online wildlife crime in April 2017. This Unit, locally known as “Yiaw
Dong” or the Wild Hawk Unit, is a specialised taskforce under the DNP. It is authorised to search,
seize and arrest individuals linked to illegal possession and trade of wildlife in Thailand. This report
aims to profile this occurrence, especially illegal wildlife trade that is occurring on Facebook in
Thailand.

L http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/9013/0
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LEGISLATION

The primary law governing wildlife trade in Thailand is the Wild Animal Reservation and Protection
Act (WARPA) B.E.2535 (1992). Within it, 15 species are listed, considered to be rare animals and for
which trade is not alowed. In addition, the Ministerial Regulation Prescribing Wildlife as Protected
Wildlife, B.E. 2546, issued twice in 2003 and 2015, lists 1,305 species which are protected under
WARPA, including the non-native African Elephant Loxodanta africana — in December 2014,

after global pressure to protect the African Elephant and regulate its domestic ivory trade, the Thai
government made this legislative change, effectively prohibiting African ivory trade in the country
(TRAFFIC, 2015; TRAFFIC, 2016). This Act effectively prohibits trade in listed species, unless the
animal was captive bred in compliance with government regulations, allowed through a permiting
system.

WARPA however is riddled with loopholes, particularly concerning its inability to enable action
within the country when it involves the trade in many non-native species, with many CITES-listed
species effectively not protected or subject to any regulation in Thailand (TRAFFIC, 2009; Moore et
al., 2016; TRAFFIC, 2016). Currently, only 12 non-native vertebrate species—seven mammals, one
bird, three reptiles and one butterfly—are protected under the Act (Moore et al., 2016). Excluding
non-native corals, sea fans and giant clams that are offered protection, WARPA only protects less
than 9% of all CITES listed species. Similarly, penalties for violating the WARPA are low: Chapter 8
of the Act criminalises the possession, import, export and transit of preserved and protected wildlife
without a licence—those convicted of a crime face a penalty of up to THB40, 000 (USD1151) fine or
imprisonment of up to four years, or both.

Online trade activity is regulated under Thailand’s Civil and Commercial Codes, Book III. Traders
conducting any internet transactions are required to register with the Ministry of Commerce for
an online trading licence. However, this law does not specifically penalise anyone for a lack of an
online trade licence, therefore rendering the Act inadequate when it comes to effectively regulating
online trade in any wildlife products. It is also unclear how the laws in Thailand regulate wildlife
trade activity online, or if at all, apart from the current governance under WARPA.
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METHODOLOGY

Surveys were conducted over a five-week period, for 30 minutes daily on weekdays (total of 23 days)
from 7th June to 7th July 2016, focusing on live animals. The Facebook Search function was used,
based on keyword searches in Thai language to locate trade groups (Table 1). A total of 12 groups
that were found formed the basis of this research, one of which was deleted during the course of the
survey.

Table 1: Keywords used to search for wildlife traded on Facebook.

Keywords used Local language (Thai)

Buy-Sell Animals Fo-unednd
Exotic Animals 700

Buy-Sell Exotic Pets / Animals Fouwdd
Buy-Sell Exotic douny Exotic

All information on species and types of items advertised for sale were recorded. The commodity
types (live animals) and number of items offered in each Facebook post were recorded. Every post
in the group was recorded and reviewed to minimise the risk of double counting. Care was taken to
review every advertisement and eliminate all duplicates, including those that appeared with different
dates. The number of animals and species were counted based on the text and/or the images that
sellers provided. If the same seller offered a product that was previously posted, the duplicates and
any subsequent post were disregarded from data collection. As online sellers sometimes repeatedly
use the same image to advertise different products, duplicate pictures or texts that were similar were
also eliminated from this study to avoid overcounting. A conversion rate of THB34.61 to USD1 was
used, as at 31st October 2016 on www.xe.com.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A total of 1,521 live animals from a minimum of 200 species were recorded during the survey (Table
2). Figure 1 illustrates the proportion of posts for live animals that were advertised for sale during
June-July 2016. The overall level of trade activity originated from 765 posts involving live animals.
A full inventory of all items advertised is provided in Annex I.

Table 2: Summary of the number of species and number of individuals/items recorded in 12
Facebook groups from June-July 2016

Minimum number of
species*
Live animals | Bird 502 268 95
Mammal 516 328 49
Reptile 493 164 52
Amphibian

Minimum number of
animals

Number of posts

Live animal trade

Birds were the most frequently encountered species (n=95) advertised for sale (Figure 1), while
amphibians were the least, with only 10 animals from 4 species. Mammals, birds and reptiles were
all roughly equally prevalent, though a higher number of mammals were found offered for sale,
with 516 individuals (Table 2). The top three species with the highest number of animals recorded,
by category, are provided in Table 3. Collectively, these 10 species alone accounted for 36% of all
live animals offered for sale, with the Sunda Slow Loris Nycticebus coucang being the most common.
Slow lorises are a common sight in the streets at various locations in Indonesia and Thailand, often
popular in tourist locations as photo props and with a growing popularity on social media as an
“attractive” animal (Eccleston, 2007; Nekaris et al., 2013; Lombardi, 2016; ThaiPBS, 2016). This
occurrence has been behind the upsurge of trade involving the species and is likely a reason for the
interest in capturing the animal as a pet in Thailand.

Figure 1: Proportion of the number of species recorded in 12 Facebook groups in 2016

2%
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Table 3: Summary of the top three most commonly encountered species for the live animal trade,

by species category

TOP 3 MOST COMMONLY ENCOUNTERED SPECIES FOR THE LIVE ANIMAL TRADE

Sunda Slow Loris
Nycticebus coucang

Number of individuals
offered for sale: 139

A A

Common Palm Civet
Paradoxurus hermaphroditus

Number of individuals
offered for sale: 55

REPTILES

Squirrel
Sciuridae spp.

Number of individuals
offered for sale: 36

African Spurred Tortoise
Cenfrochelys sulcata

Number of individuals
offered for sale: 115

Green Iguana
Iguana iguana

Number of individuals
offered for sale: 76

Elongated Tortoise
Indotestudo elongata

Number of individuals
offered for sale: 31

Red-whiskered Bulbul
Pycnonotus jocosus

Number of individuals
offered for sale: 33

Common Hill Myna
Gracula religiosa

Shikra*

Number of individuals
offered for sale: 29

Accipiter badius

Number of individuals
offered for sale: 22

Black-winged Kite*
Elanus caeruleus

Number of individuals
offered for sale: 22

* The same number of individuals for both species were encountered.
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Species offered for sale

— global significance
Two Ciritically Endangered
species, the Helmeted Hornbill

(1 individual) and Siamese
Crocodile Crocodylus siamensis
(25 individuals) were offered for
sale, both of which are native

to Thailand, protected by law

in the country; both are also

listed in Appendix I of CITES.

The discovery of these species,
particularly the Helmeted Hornbill,
is concerning. Although just

one animal was recorded, it is a
Critically Endangered species that
is highly threatened by poaching
for trade, particularly for its
ivory-like casque—this is the only
species of hornbill that possesses

a solid bill casque (Beastall et al.,
2016; CITES, 2016; Collar, 2015;
Krishnasamy et al., 2016). This
particular individual was being
advertised for sale for THB120,000
(USD3,461). A survey of wildlife
trade on Facebook by the Bird
Conservation Society of Thailand
from December 2015 to April 2016

Picture 1: Black Pond Turtles were also recorded for sale
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found, amongst the hundreds of wildlife being offered for sale, several Helmeted Hornbills (The
Nation, 2017). Given the already critical status this species is at now, any offtake, even in minimal
numbers, will have serious implications for its survival. Deliberations on the escalating threat

and recommendations to improve conservation measures for the species were tabled at the 17th
Conference of the Parties (CoP) to CITES in September/October 2016, and decisions were taken
for Parties to, among other measures, enhance efforts to control the trade in the species to eliminate
commercial trade of Helmeted Hornbill and its parts and derivatives, including from online

marketplace (CITES, 2016).

As some 700,000 individual Siamese Crocodiles are thought to exist in farms in Thailand,
Cambodia, and Viet Nam (CITES, 2013), the animals offered during this survey (involving 25
individuals) were likely sourced from captive breeding operations; one of the posts mentioned the
likelihood of acquiring a licence from a farm, however this cannot be verified. Five Black Pond
Turtles Geoclemys hamiltonii were also recorded for sale on Facebook (Picture 1). This species is
native to Bangladesh, India, Nepal and Pakistan and is listed in Appendix I of CITES due to threats
posed by illegal trade and the import and trade of these animals in Thailand is clearly a violation of
international regulations. An analysis of seizures of tortoises and freshwater turtles by TRAFFIC
found that 57% of the overall 1,960 individuals seized from January 2008-March 2014 took place at
the Suvarnabhumi International Airport and Don Mueang International Airport (Chng, 2014a).
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Picture 2: Posts concerning the two Critically Endangered species recorded in the survey from
June-July 2016
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(a) and (b) Siamese Crocodiles offered for sale in two posts from the same seller. The seller
posted “One crocodile for THB2,400 (USD69); THB4,500 (USD130) for a couple. If buyer wants
a licence from farms, additional charge of THB500 (USD14) is incurred.” There was no evidence
on whether the seller was a licensed breeder or not. (c) Although this post shows a picture of
Palm Cockatoos Probosciger aterrimus, which does not match the caption the seller posted,

the wording of the trader’s post says, “There is a one-year-old Helmeted Hornbill, four-year-

old Rhinoceros Hornbill, and a six-year-old Great Hornbill for sale. If anyone interested, please
contact by private message.”

Species offered for sale — national protection
About half of the species (n=108) that were offered for sale are protected by law in Thailand under
the WARPA, for which trade is prohibited, while 92 species are currently not protected by law

for which trade is not regulated (Table 4). Of all the species recorded during the survey, birds
accounted for the highest number that were protected by law, followed by mammals and reptiles.
Reptiles constituted the highest proportion of species not protected by national law.

Table 4: Summary of protection status by Thai law (WARPA)

No of
species

Listed in WARPA

% of

species

listed

No of
individual
animals

% of
animals
listed

No of
species

Not listed in WARPA

Reptiles

Amphibians

% of No of % of
species | individual | individual
not listed | animals animals
not listed not
protected
22.8 113 15.2
30.4 234 31.5
42.4 386 52.0
4.3 10 1.3
100.0 742 100.0
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Facebook groups

A total of 106,111 individuals were members of the 12 groups monitored, although it is unknown
how much overlap there was between groups. Within the 12 wildlife and exotic pet trading groups,
a minimum of 2,944 and a maximum of 27,503 individuals were members of each Facebook group.
On the last week of the survey, one Facebook group was deleted, but it is unknown if this group
changed its name or if members of the group joined other ones. This reflects the ease by which
errant traders can avoid detection by authorities. Furthermore, wildlife trade on Facebook also
occurs in closed and secret groups, which makes it more difficult to track down the traders and
buyers.

In July 2018, a check on these 12 groups showed that at least 9 of them remained active while one
of them changed to become a secret group. These groups were advertising numerous protected

and non-protected species for sale, including those not native to the country. The total number

of members per group was also found to have increased tremendously in 2018, exceeding 68,000
members in one of the groups. This is reflective of the overall increase in membership for all groups
from 106,111 members in July 2016 to 203,445 members in July 2018.

Sellers and buyers

A trader might join many groups; sometimes a trader posted the same animal for sale in several
groups. The location of traders was difficult to establish as this information is undisclosed. The
forms of communication between sellers and buyers can be categorised as follows: direct (public)
communication on the post, Facebook private message, and via mobile phone. Negotiations

are usually conducted through private Facebook messages (Picture 3), and therefore detailed
information on buyers, sellers or location of pick up or delivery is usually not known.

Picture 3: Rhinoceros Hornbill Buceros rhinoceros offered for sale—the seller posted this picture
of an adult hornbill, with a caption stating “a baby Rhinoceros hornbill is available for purchase.
Interested buyers, please contact by Facebook private message”.
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Prices

Most sellers do not divulge price information. Where prices are given, rarer and protected species
command higher prices. For example, one post offered seven Indonesian endemic Knobbed
Hornbills Rhyticeros cassidix—three juveniles were being advertised for THB120,000 (USD3,479)
each, while the four adults were going for THB75,000 (USD2,174)(Picture 4 (a)). The Knobbed
Hornbill, endemic to Sulawesi and four offshore islands in Indonesia, is globally assessed as
Vulnerable by IUCN, with recent research indicating that the species is in decline from habitat loss
(BirdLife International, 2016). This research shows that capture for trade may also be a threat that
requires further monitoring. A two-month old White-handed Gibbon Hylobates lar was priced at
THB16,000 (USD462)(Picture 4 (b)), a Black Giant Squirrel Ratufa bicolor was priced at THB18,500
(USD535), an Asian Small-clawed Otter Amblonyx cinereus was priced at THB2,700 each (USD78)
(Picture 4 (c)) while the Sunda Slow Loris was priced between THB1,000-3,000 (USD29-87). The
prices for the Sunda Slow Loris were significantly lower compared to those observed from Facebook
trade in Peninsular Malaysia, where prices were quoted to range from USD75-280 (Krishnasamy
and Stoner, 2016).

Picture 4: (a) Knobbed Hornbill, (b) White-handed Gibbon, and (c) Asian Small-clawed Otter
offered for sale
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The results of this study clearly show that wildlife trade on Facebook is rife and needs immediate
attention and action. Despite the recent seizures and arrests of some traders in Thailand, the
demand for such trade continues to have an appeal to some sectors of Thai society. With over
200 species and over thousands of live animals, many of which are rare and protected species,
this occurrence deserves a higher degree of attention from government. In July 2018, TRAFFIC
documented that at least 9 of the 12 groups remained active, with membership in one of them
exceeding 68,000. This reinforces that activity levels have not diminished and a series of actions are

ired to tackle this problem.




RECOMMENDATIONS

Given that more than half of the wildlife recorded during this study is protected by law,
enforcement efforts are critical in ending illegal trade. In April 2017, the Thai government
established a dedicated unit to tackle online wildlife crime, locally known as “Yiaw Dong”
or the Wild Hawk Unit which is a specialised taskforce under the DNP. The Unit is
authorised to search, seize and arrest individuals linked to illegal possession and trade of
wildlife in Thailand. Any effort to provide law enforcement support should therefore be
done in co-ordination with the Wild Hawk Unit.

Thailand’s primary wildlife protection legislation, WARPA, has many loopholes with

very low penalties and is unable to stem illegal trade effectively. This aspect of the law is
more acute where it concerns live animal trade. In fact, excluding corals and giant clams,
WARPA only lists 12 non-native species—seven mammals, one bird, three reptiles and
one butterfly. The perception that the WARPA is weak in Thailand could therefore be a
motivating factor in sending a message that these animals can be traded at ease with little
repercussions. TRAFFIC recommends that the current effort by the Thai government

in revising WARPA considers the inclusion of more species threatened by trade (but not
included in the law at the moment) in the schedule of protected species, specifically non-
native CITES-listed species. The revision must also consider a more robust regulation

of the trade through a rigorous acquisition and licensing system. Importantly, given the
rampant manner in which trade is occluding online, the law should specifically include a
clause that criminalises the advertisement and/or sale of protected wildlife online without
a valid licence or permit. Penalties for violating the law must also be increased to create a
deterrent effect, especially for species that are threatened by trade, such as tigers, bears and
pangolins.

Thai authorities should establish a close working relationship with Facebook and develop
joint strategies to tackle this problem. Importantly, the public should be encouraged to
report crime, given the ease of gaining membership and access to groups that trade wildlife
illegally. The following reporting methods are available:

1. A report to law enforcement agencies at a national level such as the Wild Hawk
Unit, Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation (DNP) or
the Natural Resources and Environmental Crime Suppression Division;

2. A direct report to Facebook: Facebook’s Community Standards has a policy
against any illegal activity, including wildlife crime (https://www.facebook.com/
help/181495968648557¢ref=community_standards). Reports can involve posts,
messages, groups and other elements that can be a violation of legislation;

3. A report through TRAFFIC, including via the Wildlife Witness App that
can be downloaded for iPhone (https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/wildlife-
witness/id7388978232mt=8) or Android (https://play.google.com/store/apps/
details?id=com.taronga.wildwitness).

£ Download on the
[ ¢ App Store
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ANNEX 1

Full inventory of live animals advertised for sale on Facebook from June - July 2016

Note: spp. is used to indicate to a group of species recorded during the survey that could not be

identified to species level. The protection status and whether it was native or not for each species group
were identified based on the images in the posts. For instance, even though a softshell turtle could not

be identified to species level, we were able to ascertain that it was a native Trionychidae species and

therefore protected.

Common name

Species name

No of
Animals

WARPA
B.E.2535

Species Native /
Non-native to

Thailand

Sunda Slow Loris Nycticebus coucang 139 Yes Native
African Spurred Centrochelys sulcata 115 Not Listed Non-native
Tortoise

Green Iguana Iguana iguana 76 Not Listed Non-native
Common Palm Civet Paradoxurus 55 Not Listed Native

hermaphroditus
Squirrels Sciuridae spp. 36 Not Listed Native
Red-whiskered Bulbul | Pycnonotus jocosus 33 Yes Native
Sugar Glider Petaurus breviceps 31 Not Listed Non-native
Elongated Tortoise Indotestudo elongata 31 Yes Native
Ball Python Python regius 30 Not Listed Non-native
Common Hill Myna Gracula religiosa 29 Yes Native
Dusky Leaf Monkey Trachypithecus obscurus 26 Yes Native
Siamese Crocodile Crocodylus siamensis 25 Yes Native
Black-winged Kite Elanus careuleus 22 Yes Native
Shikra Accipiter badius 22 Yes Native
Leopard Tortoise Stigmochelys pardalis 21 Not Listed Non-native
Pin-tailed Parrotfinch Erythrura prasina 20 Yes Native
Horned Lizards Phrynosoma spp. 20 Not Listed Non-native
Large Bamboo Rat Rhizomys sumatrensis 19 Not Listed Native
Giant Forest Scorpion Heterometrus 19 Not Listed Native
swammerdami

White-rumped Shama Kittacincla malabarica 17 Yes Native
Cockatiel Nymphicus hollandicus 16 Not Listed Non-native
Flying Squirrels Pteromyini spp. 16 Yes Native
Chipmunks Tamias spp. 16 Not Listed Non-native
Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus 15 Yes Native
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Common name Species name No of WARPA Species Native /
Animals B.E.2535 Non-native to
Thailand
Zebra Dove Geopelia striata 15 Not Listed Native
Razor-backed Musk Sternotherus carinatus 15 Not Listed Non-native
Turtle
Lesser Mouse-deer Tragulus kanchil 14 Not Listed Native
Softshell turtles Trionychidae spp. 14 Yes Native
Guineafowls Numididae spp. 13 Not Listed Non-native
Asian Small-clawed Amblonyx cinereus 13 Yes Native
Otter
Black-collared Starling | Gracupica nigricollis 12 Yes Native
Lovebirds Agapornis spp. 12 Not Listed Non-native
Black Giant Squirrel Ratufa bicolor 12 Yes Native
Indian Star Tortoise Geochelone elegans 12 Not Listed Non-native
Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus 11 Yes Native
Red-billed Blue Magpie | Urocissa erythroryncha 11 Yes Native
Southern Pig-tailed Macaca nemestrina 11 Yes Native
Macaque
Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri 10 Not Listed Non-native
Eurasian Otter Lutra lutra 10 Yes Native
Spotted Owlet Athene brama 9 Yes Native
White-breasted Amaurornis phoenicurus 9 Yes Native
Waterhen
Crab-eating Macaque Macaca fascicularis 9 Yes Native
Bearded Dragons Pogona spp. 9 Not Listed Non-native
Blue Iguana Cyclura lewisi 9 Not Listed Non-native
Brown Falcon Falco berigora 8 Not Listed Non-native
Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus 8 Yes Native
Black-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus atriceps 8 Yes Native
Asiatic Striped Tamiops spp. 8 Not Listed Native
Squirrels
Chital Deer Axis axis 8 Not Listed Non-native
Sunda Flying Lemur Galeopterus variegatus 8 Yes Native
Burmese Python Python bivittatus 8 Yes Native
Asian Barred Owlet Glaucidium cuculoides 7 Yes Native
Black-throated Garrulax chinensis 7 Yes Native
Laughingthrush
Common Hoopoe Upupa epops 7 Yes Native
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Common name Species name No of WARPA Species Native /
Animals B.E.2535 Non-native to
Thailand
Common Myna Acridotheres tristis 7 Not Listed Native
Indochinese Roller Coracias affinis 7 Yes Native
Knobbed Hornbill Rhyticeros cassidix 7 Not Listed Non-native
Large Indian Civet Viverra zibetha 7 Yes Native
Asian Forest Tortoise Manouria emys 7 Yes Native
Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceus 6 Yes Native
Brown Hawk-owl Ninox scutulata 6 Yes Native
Birds-of-Paradise Paradisaeidae spp. 6 Not Listed Non-native
Pygmy Slow Loris Nycticebus pygmaeus 6 Not Listed Non-native
King Cobra Ophiophagus hannah 6 Yes Native
Leopard Gecko Eublepharis macularius 6 Not Listed Non-native
Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela 5 Yes Native
White-faced Jay Garrulus leucotis 5 Yes Native
Starlings Sturnidae spp. 5 Not Listed Native
Stripe-throated Bulbul | Pycnonotus finlaysoni 5 Yes Native
Malayan Porcupine Hystrix brachyura 5 Yes Native
Banded Surili Presbytis femoralis 5 Yes Native
Alligator Snapping Macrochelys temminckii 5 Not Listed Non-native
Turtle
Black Pond Turtle Geoclemys hamiltonii 5 Not Listed Non-native
Barred Eagle-owl Bubo sumatranus 4 Yes Native
Black-naped Oriole Oriolus chinensis 4 Yes Native
Forpus parrots Forpus spp. 4 Not Listed Non-native
Green Peafowl Pavo muticus 4 Yes Native
Scops-owls Otus spp. 4 Yes Native
Sun Conure Aratinga solstitialis 4 Not Listed Non-native
White-crested Garrulax leucolophus 4 Yes Native
Laughingthrush
Blossom-headed Psittacula roseata 4 Yes Native
Parakeet
Oriental Magpie-robin | Copsychus saularis 4 Yes Native
White-necked Garrulax strepitans 4 Yes Native
Laughingthrush
Kingfishers Alcedinidae spp. 4 Yes Native
Eurasian Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris 4 Not Listed Non-native
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Common name Species name No of WARPA Species Native /
Animals B.E.2535 Non-native to
Thailand
Pallas’s Squirrel Callosciurus erythraeus 4 Not Listed Native
Banded Linsang Prionodon linsang 4 Yes Native
Red Fox Vulpes vulpes 4 Not Listed Non-native
Small Asian Mongoose | Herpestes javanicus 4 Yes Native
Raccoon Dog Nyctereutes procyonoides 4 Not Listed Non-native
Reticulated Python Python reticulatus 4 Yes Native
Black Dragon Water Varanus salvator komaini 4 Not Listed Native
Monitor
Budgett’s Frog Lepidobatrachus laevis 4 Not Listed Non-native
Buffy Fish Owl Ketupa ketupu 3 Yes Native
Alexandrine Parakeet Psittacula eupatria 3 Yes Native
Barbets Megalaimidae spp. 3 Yes Native
Oriental Scops-Owl Otus sunia 3 Yes Native
Rufous-winged Butastur liventer 3 Yes Native
Buzzard
Spotted Dove Spilopelia chinensis 3 Not Listed Native
Rhinoceros Hornbill Buceros rhinoceros 3 Yes Native
Black Baza Aviceda leuphotes 3 Yes Native
Pygmy Hippopotamus | Choeropsis liberiensis 3 Not Listed Non-native
Common Raccoon Procyon lotor 3 Not Listed Non-native
Moles Talpidae spp. 3 Not Listed Native
Arctic Fox Vulpes lagopus 3 Not Listed Non-native
Asiatic Softshell Turtle | Amyda cartilaginea 3 Yes Native
Caimans Caimaninae spp. 3 Not Listed Non-native
Emerald Tree Monitor Varanus prasinus 3 Not Listed Non-native
Giant Butterfly Lizard Leiolepis guttata 3 Not Listed Non-native
Nile Crocodile Crocodylus niloticus 3 Not Listed Non-native
Red-footed Tortoise Chelonoidis carbonarius 3 Not Listed Non-native
Spiny Turtle Heosemys spinosa 3 Yes Native
Water Monitor Varanus salvator 3 Yes Native
Chacoan Horned Frog | Ceratophrys cranwelli 3 Not Listed Non-native
Red-and-green Macaw | Ara chloroptera 2 Not Listed Non-native
Blyth’s Hawk-eagle Nisaetus alboniger 2 Yes Native
Black Kite Milvus migrans 2 Yes Native
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Common name Species name WARPA Species Native /
B.E.2535 Non-native to
Thailand
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 2 Yes Native
Cotton Pygmy Goose Nettapus coromandelianus 2 Yes Native
Quails Coturnix spp. 2 Yes Native
Gouldian Finch Erythrura gouldiae 2 Not Listed Non-native
Pink-necked Green- Treron vernans 2 Yes Native
pigeon
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 2 Yes Native
Red-breasted Parakeet Psittacula alexandri 2 Yes Native
Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus 2 Yes Native
Straw-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus zeylanicus 2 Yes Native
Woodpeckers Picinae spp. 2 Yes Native
Oriental Pied Hornbill | Anthracoceros albirostris 2 Yes Native
Great Hornbill Buceros bicornis 2 Yes Native
Nicobar Pigeon Caloenas nicobarica 2 Yes Native
Owls Strigiformes spp. 2 Yes Native
Blue-crowned Hanging | Loriculus galgulus 2 Yes Native
Parrot
Red Giant Flying Petaurista petaurista 2 Yes Native
Squirrel
Finlayson’s Squirrel Callosciurus finlaysoni 2 Yes Native
finlaysoni
Asiatic Black Bear Ursus thibetanus 2 Yes Native
Leopard Cat Prionailurus bengalensis 2 Yes Native
Meerkat Suricata suricatta 2 Not Listed Non-native
Treeshrews Scandentia spp. 2 Not Listed Native
Asiatic Brush-tailed Atherurus macrourus 2 Yes Native
Porcupine
White-handed Gibbon | Hylobates lar 2 Yes Native
Chameleons Chameleonidae spp. 2 Not Listed Non-native
Pig-nosed Turtle Carettochelys insculpta 2 Not Listed Non-native
Puft-faced Water Snake | Homalopsis buccata 2 Not Listed Native
Savannah Monitor Varanus exanthematicus 2 Not Listed Non-native
Flying Tree Snake Chrysopelea ornata 2 Not Listed Native
Brazilian Horned Frog | Ceratophrys aurita 2 Not Listed Non-native
African Grey Parrot Psittacus erithacus 1 Not Listed Non-native
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Common name Species name No of WARPA Species Native /
Animals B.E.2535 Non-native to
Thailand
Spotted Wood Owl Strix seloputo Yes Native
Asian Glossy Starling Aplonis panayensis Yes Native
Black-hooded Oriole Oriolus xanthornus Yes Native
Grey-bellied Bulbul Pycnonotus cyaniventris Yes Native
Blue Whistling-thrush | Myophonus caeruleus Yes Native
Blue-and-yellow Ara ararauna Not Listed Non-native
Macaw
Blue-winged Pitta Pitta moluccensis Yes Native
Falcons Falconidae spp. Yes Native
Chestnut-winged Clamator coromandus Yes Native
Cuckoo
Chinese Francolin Francolinus pintadeanus Yes Native
Great Argus Argusianus argus Yes Native
Falconets Microhierax spp. Yes Native
Red-throated Barbet Megalaima mystacophanos Yes Native
Ring-necked Pheasant | Phasianus colchicus Not Listed Non-native
White-bellied Sea Haliaeetus leucogaster Yes Native
Eagle
Yellow-faced Parrotlet Forpus xanthops Not Listed Non-native
Brown Wood-owl Strix leptogrammica Yes Native
Helmeted Hornbill Rhinoplax vigil Yes Native
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus Yes Native
Changeable Hawk- Nisaetus cirrhatus Yes Native
eagle
Cockatoos Cacatuidae spp. Not Listed Non-native
Greater Racket-tailed Dicrurus paradiseus Yes Native
Drongo
Red-billed Leiothrix Leiothrix lutea Not Listed Non-native
Ashy Minivet Pericrocotus divaricatus Yes Native
Cream-coloured Giant | Ratufa affinis Yes Native
Squirrel
Indian Giant Squirrel Ratufa indica Not Listed Non-native
Asian Red-cheeked Dremomys rufigenis Not Listed Native
Squirrel
Berdmore’s Ground Menetes berdmorei Not Listed Native

Squirrel
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Common name

Species name

WARPA
B.E.2535

Species Native /
Non-native to
Thailand

Dormice Gliridae spp. Not Listed Non-native
Small-toothed Palm Arctogalidia trivirgata Not Listed Native
Civet
Indian Muntjac Muntiacus muntjak Not Listed Native
Weasels Mustela spp. Yes Non-native
Fennec Fox Vulpes zerda Not Listed Non-native
Red-handed Tamarin Saguinus midas Not Listed Non-native
African House Snakes Lamprophis spp. Not Listed Non-native
Snakes Serpentes spp. Not Listed Native
Aldabra Giant Tortoise | Aldabrachelys gigantea Not Listed Non-native
Corn Snake Pantherophis guttatus Not Listed Non-native
Butterfly Lizards Leiolepis spp. Not Listed Native
Common Butterfly Leiolepis belliana Not Listed Native
Lizard
Common Snapping Chelydra serpentina Not Listed Non-native
Turtle
Eastern Long-necked Chelodina longicollis Not Listed Non-native
Turtle
Indo-Chinese Rat Ptyas korros Yes Native
Snake
Yellow-headed Temple | Hieremys annandalii Yes Native
Turtle
Black Marsh Turtle Siebenrockiella crassicollis Yes Native
Koch’s Giant Day Phelsuma kochi Not Listed Non-native
Gecko
New Caledonian Giant | Rhacodactylus leachianus Not Listed Non-native
Gecko
Red-eared Slider Trachemys scripta Not Listed Non-native
Elephant Trunk Snake Acrochordus javanicus Not Listed Native
Red-tailed Pipe Snake Cylindrophis ruffus Not Listed Native
Mata Mata Turtle Chelus fimbriata Not Listed Non-native
Salamanders Caudata spp. Not Listed Non-native
Clown Treefrog Dendropsophus Not Listed Non-native
leocphyllatus
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TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade monitoring network,
is a leading non-governmental organisation
working globally on trade in wild animals and
plants in the context of both biodiversity
conservation and sustainable development.

For further information contact:
TRAFFIC

Southeast Asia Regional Office
Suite 12A-01, Level 12A,

Tower 1, Wisma AmFirst

Jalan Stadium SS 7/15

47301 Kelana Jaya

Selangor, Malaysia

Telephone: (603) 7880 3940
Fax : (603) 7882 0171
Website: www.traffic.org

UK Registered Charity No. 1076722,
Registered Limited Company No. 3785518.

The Rufford Foundation is gratefully acknowledged
for its support to TRAFFIC publications
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